‘Like a friend
dropping in’
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Twenty-seven years of Parish Record... all the Community News...
April 2015

Who’s clickety-clicked
with the Firemen?
...See
See page 17
ELMSWELL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLA
N
WHAT IS A NEIGHBOURHO

OD PLAN?

A neighbourhood plan
is a legal document which
must
committee and planning
officers at Mid Suffolk District be taken into account by developers and by the
planning
Council when considering
all future planning applications.

WHY DO WE NEED A NEIGHB

OURHOOD PLAN?

If we, as a village, want
to have any say in or control
over what developmen
we need a Neighbourho
t happens in Elmswell in
od Plan. Without it, the
the future
size and nature of developmen
planners using policies
and guidelines over which
t will be decided by developersthen
we have no control.
and

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE

TO HAVE YOUR SAY

This questionnaire is going
to every household in the
is simply there to avoid
duplicate entries and cannot village. It is entirely anonymous. The reference
number you see
be linked
The completed questionnair
es will be handled by Community to an individual or to the answers that he or
she gives.
Action Suffolk who will
give us the results.
The results of the questionnair
e will form the Neighbourho
want the village to evolve
od Plan, which will say how
in the future.
you, the residents of Elmswell,
In order to make the plan
a binding document, the
village will have the chance
Mid Suffolk District Council
to approve it in a vote organised
- just like an election.
by
If this happens, all future
planning applications will
be made
So it’s important that
you complete the questionna in light of the Plan’s conditions for development.
ire!


Every questionnaire
received will qualify
for entry into a

PRIZE DRAW

WIN Co-op grocery
vouchers...
1st
out wins £100 worth
2nd – 2 prizes of
£50 worth
3rd – 4 prizes of
£25.0

0
Results published
in the Elmswell Newsle
tter
Simply fill in the

slip below and leave
it at the Co-op or
at the Mace Stores.

I HAVE COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED

YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE IS ENCLOSED –
PLUS YOUR PRIZE DRAW ENTRY!

MY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIR

E: PLEASE ENTER ME FOT THE
NAME......................................
PRIZE DRAW.
..................................................
..................................................
..................................................
..............................
..................................................
..................................................
..................................................
..............................
..................................................
..................................................
..................................................
..................................................
..............................
ADDRESS...............................
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1,761 copies delivered free to households and to businesses in the community. A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by advertising.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

EDITORIAL
Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate.
If you wish to comment, please do so via the office at Gobblins on the industrial estate behind the Fox or via email at; elmswellamenities@f2s.com.
We reserve the right to edit any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

Thinking about the elections in May,
it is clear that the world is run by those who turn up
...or put their head above the parapet, get stuck in, make their contribution.
Such people are in the minority. Most of us are
too busy and, anyway, it’s not our sort of thing.
We let them get on with it. We know that pretty
well all politicians are bent and that nobody does
anything for nothing. We know about ego trips
and vanity projects and brown envelopes. And
we don’t mind saying so. What did they ever do
for us?
As close observers of the immediately local
scene, your Newsletter speaks of what it knows
and it speaks as it finds. It is obvious that
the scheming and conniving and slipping and
sliding of politics as practiced at the party
political level is a world apart from our station
flowers or our sports & social facilities, from
the ground source heat pump at Blackbourne or
the Fire Crew car wash, from 11 youth football
teams or The Companions or any one of dozens
of other patterns woven into Elmswell society.
The real power of politics does not reside in
Westminster. With a nod to the County and
District levels, the power that we see making a
difference is that which we give to 11 of our own.
Once a month they gather. Once a month we
have the chance to see and hear them decide
on facilities and policies that are of immediate
interest and concern to just a few thousand
people – us, the residents of Elmswell. They

act directly – to plant trees, provide play areas,
maintain and manage village facilities and
much more; they facilitate – allowing things
to happen by supporting, encouraging, grant
aiding such as the Children’s Holiday Club, the
Great War exhibition, many such projects; they
organise and co-ordinate where needed – the
Neighbourhood Plan, the relief road, the Wesley
chapel site, a never-ending fight for the best for
Elmswell.
Once every 4 years they’re all out of an unpaid
and sometimes thankless job. They either stand
again and seek once more the community’s
permission to serve. Or they opt to spend more
time with the family. But, whoever is chosen,
the Council continues as it has done since 13th
December 1894 when Robert Atkins signed the
first Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Elmswell has been lucky of late. Our council has
not been of the dotty Dibley variety. Roughly
half of the membership has been gainfully
employed across a range of jobs, including local
business owners and professionals. That helps
keep a check on the sometimes rose-tinted
views of folk who have retired from the whirl of
work. 4 women – 36%, is better than many, and
the age profile is short of the bumbling buffers

ELECTION Thursday 7th May

X

To elect your MP, 2 new District Councillors
and 11 Parish Councillors.
YOU CAN ONLY VOTE ON 7th MAY
IF YOU ARE REGISTERED
If you are not sure whether you are registered
or if you want to know how to register
go to electoralservices@midsuffolk.gov.uk
or telephone them on 01449 724672
You can vote as soon as you are 18
– but you can register in advance

who traditionally feature. However, there is
no doubt that what we now have to call ‘the
demographic’ falls far short of a representative
sample of our population. We should have at
least 5 women. Those with young families
are not (understandably, given the pressures!)
represented. There is no-one under the age of
50!
Once again, we appeal to the very few who,
despite widespread hostility to the London
political establishment, despite the pantomime
nature of Prime Minister’s Questions, are willing
to ‘turn up’ and help run our little world. The
crisis of trust in national politics cannot, we
argue, be allowed to seep into Elmswell; not
when we have the Bacon Factory razed to the
ground and 190 houses ready to go up; not
when we have the chance of a relief road to
re-shape the village for the better and forever;
not when we have a Neighbourhood Plan
questionnaire delivered with this magazine
to steer us through the next
25 years; not when we
stand to lose a landmark
community site at the
heart of the village if the
Wesley chapel site goes for
housing.
If you’ve read right to the
end of this, surely you have the
energy to stand for Council?

Your Newsletter Fact File
For the next 6 months we need copy by:
April 21st
June 23rd
August 25th

May 26th
July 28th
September 22nd

...and don’t forget you can view and buy most of
the photographs in the magazine - and a whole
lot more - by visiting the ’Elmswell Gallery’ site
www.elmswellgallery.com or ask at the Memorial
Library or ring us on 241841.
Your editors:
Jean Barker, Maggie Bushell, Peter Dow
Published on the first Friday of every month by
the Elmswell Amenities Association
Reg. Charity No. 304879.
1,774 copies delivered free to households and to
businesses in the community.
A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by
advertising.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS.

Your Newsletter has been published by the Elmswell Amenities Association (Registered Charity No 304879) on the first Friday of every month since 1986.
The advertising administration and the printing are handled professionally – otherwise the whole enterprise is voluntary, including our team of 36 distributors.
The costs are covered by advertising, so, please, support our advertisers, and do mention us if and when you use them.
Last year the magazine made a contribution of £10,936.00 to the Association’s funds – all of it directed to improvements in the village.

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Stand for election as a parish councillor.
All 11 seats are up for re-election on 7th May.
The nomination process is simple –
you need a Proposer and a Seconder who are registered voters.
2 short, easy forms delivered to Mid Suffolk or via the Parish Clerk.
The council meets on the 3rd Monday monthly, except in August
and any registered voter aged 18 or over can stand.
To find out more, or to obtain the forms go to

electoralservices@midsuffolk.gov.uk
- tel. 01449 724672
or be in touch with the Parish Clerk
clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - tel. 244134

ELECTION CANDIDATES - HAVE YOUR SAY
As in recent years, The Elmswell Newsletter is supporting and encouraging the democratic process by offering those
standing for election to the parish council space to make themselves known to the village, without charge, through
our pages. Such contributions will be printed entirely unedited and in alphabetical order by surname
This is the only personal election material that will be accepted. No paid election advertising is permitted.
Candidates are, therefore, invited to submit an absolute maximum of 300 words, by email if at all possible, together
with a recent thumbnail head and shoulders photograph.
Submissions which do not comply will be returned and can be re-submitted,
but the strict deadline for inclusion in the May 1st magazine is
5.00pm on Friday 19th April.
elmswellamenities@f2s.com
The Elmswell Newsletter, Gobblin, Station Road Industrial Estate, Elmswell IP30 9HR

HANKOOK PERFORMANCE
TYRES APPOINTED STOCKIST

ALL MAKES SUPPLIED & FITTED
195/65-15 HR BUDGET TYRE
FROM £38.00
175/65-14 HR BUDGET TYRE
FROM £29.95
Price inc new valve, balance & VAT

B STARIE MOTOR ENGINEERS EST. 1976

WE ALSO SELL
CAR CLEANING PRODUCTS – WIPER BLADES- SCREEN WASH
DE-IONISED WATER – CAR BATTERIES
AIR FRESHENERS – ENGINE OILS – GEAR OILS
BRAKE FLUIDS – ANTI-FREEZE – TOOLS – SPARK PLUGS
AND MUCH MOREALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
WE EVEN SELL MID SUFFOLK WASTE BAGS

VISIT US AT
UNIT 7 THURSTON GRANARY
STATION HILL
THURSTON IP31 3QU
OPENING HOURS:
MON – FRI 8AM – 6PM
SAT: 8.30AM – 4.OOPM
NOW OPEN UNTIL 8.00PM ON FRIDAY

ALL MAKES CARS - VANS - PETROLS - DIESELS
EXHAUSTS – SERVICING - REPAIRS - FAULT DIAGNOSTICS
FULL SERVICE FROM £98.50

MOT TEST + INTERIM SERVICE FROM £99.50
1

CALL
01359 232653
01359 232114
Thurstontyres@gmail.com

The Level Crossing, Elmswell, IP30 9HA

Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services
•
•
•
•

We provide a professional and caring
service

Carpets
Upholstery
Curtains
Hard Floors

Opening times
Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 6.00pm
Consultations by Appointment Tel: 01359
241761

call Peter on 01359 241577

With easy access and free on-site parking

email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk
ServiceMaster West Suffolk
Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

Emergency Service Line (24 hour) Tel: 01449 613130
Tel: 01359 241761
| www.stowevets.co.uk

S E RV I C E S

maintaining helpful solutions
All household + Property Maintenance

Flat Pack Furniture Assembly

I have lived locally for many years,
I am reliable, fully insured and
offer quality work at reasonable
and affordable rates. If you have
a job that needs doing – however
small – just give me a call. I love
the jobs you hate!

Commercial work also undertaken

Nothing is a problem,
I can offer the solution.

Grass cutting, Strimming + Hedging
Driving

Call Richard on 01359 245101/07926 132717
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Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs
on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs
• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service
FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3
The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.
Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 8:30 - 1:00
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required
• CAMBELT • HEAD GASKETS

Thedwastre Place, Station Hill,
Thurston, Bury St. Edmunds,
Suffolk, IP31 3QU

Local, honest, friendly, reliable family run business
offering car and light commercial vehicle repairs:Class 4,5 & 7 MOT’s and repairs, diagnostics, tyres,
cam belts, exhausts, batteries, brake overhauls,
local recoveries, servicing on all makes and models,
Members of the www.goodgaragescheme.com
NO WORK IS CARRIED OUT WITHOUT
FULL CONSENT FROM THE CUSTOMER

We cover all plumbing and heating aspects including, boiler
changes, rads, heating systems, hot water cylinders, vented
and unvented, water softners and general plumbing.
We are registered to work on oil, natural gas and pressurised cylinders.

Services from only £49.50
Open 8am-5pm Monday-Friday

C Tel : 01359 230536 Mob : 07808 508864
our
te
ca r s y

www.davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk
info@davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk
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M: 07769 902100 T: 01359 242718
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL
GARDENING CLUB
It seems that our ‘Harbinger of
Spring’ was a welcome return visit
from Guy Barker, our March speaker. We
were greeted with a table groaning with spring
flowering shrubs, plants and bulbs. Guy
informed us that he still designed and tended
five 17th/18th century Norfolk gardens and had
recently taken on a new assignment to restore a
large country house garden to its former 1930s
glory. His only clue as to the layout was an
old photograph in Country Life magazine. He
has been given a budget of around one million
pounds to achieve this transformation. As we
gasped, Guy reminded us of a recent record
auction price for a single snowdrop bulb –
Galanthus ‘Golden Fleece’ - which fetched
£1,390. Perhaps, therefore, his budget is not so
extraordinary.
Of course, the first harbinger of spring is the
snowdrop, Galanthus elwesii, which is strong,
upright with a honey scent. Guy’s theme was
to bring scent into the Spring garden and he
showed us a flowering currant Ribes laurifolium
which was minus that distinctive cat smell
but had hanging catkins of white sweetly
scented flowers among dark green leaves on
a small shrub. Guy challenged us to name
each of his specimens with the remark ‘Surely
you know this’ and our audience rose to the
challenge naming most of the branches he
passed around. Guy warned us that we should
do our homework when pruning shrubs, as
the following year’s blossoms would be lost if
pruned incorrectly. For instance, the Japanese
quince with its beautiful red or pink blossoms,
flowers on the old wood. Then Guy dangled
before us the lovely Stachyurus praecox with its
delicate cream pendants – each one packed with
nectar. Our olfactory senses were on overload
as the specimens progressed round the hall for
examination. Guy seemed to take exception
to the early King Alfred daffodil, the mainstay
of many a garden and road verge. Instead he
passed round the delicate narcissus ‘Sailboat’

ELMSWELL ART CLUB

with its creamy white windswept petals and also
the vigorous narcissus ‘Avalanche’ with its small
acorn cup and said to be disliked by deer. So the
coming of the warmer weather is not heralded
by the sound of lawnmowers nor the sight of
knobbly knees in baggy shorts but the delicate
heads of graceful snowdrops and an abundance
of spring blossoms.
Our next Gardening Club meeting will be
on on Tuesday, 21st April, 7.30pm, at the
Blackbourne. Our speaker will be Leone
Washington on ‘Hedgehogs and Wildlife
Gardening’. We continue to be an extremely
informal, social and friendly group and welcome
new members or for just £3.00 you may come
to any of our meetings and check us out. If you
require further information about the Gardening
Club please contact Nick Chamberlin on
242601.

ELMSWELL MILLENNIUM
HISTORY GROUP
At our meeting on Thursday 12 March we
welcomed as our speaker Bob Maltster whose
topic was ‘Suffolk Millwrights’.
Bob, who is well known for his books on Suffolk,
sailing and the sea is also an authority on Suffolk
Windmills. He told us that the earlier mills,
which would have been powered by horse power
were built without drawings and plans to suit the
individual miller. The mills were built primarily
to grind flour.
The more common types of mill which can be
seen today are post mills and tower mills (also
known as smockmills). Locally there are mills at
Stanton, Bardwell, Drinkstone, Pakenham and
Thelnetham. Buttrams Mill at Woodbridge is
open to the public as is the one at Saxstead.
Bob told us that in 1830 there were 11
millwrights listed in Suffolk and 19 in Norfolk.
The mills in East Suffolk were considered to be
the best – the millwrights in this area were John
Whitmore and his father, working in the 18th19th centuries. Their business gradually led to the
building of an iron foundry employing 60 men
producing parts for mills. They exported mills
was a long time ago!). His interests are water
colour and pencil drawing, although he has
done some work in oils with moderate success
(his words). Barbara is a founder member of the
Art Club and moved to Elmswell twelve years
ago. Although always having drawn, she only
started painting in the last three years (when the
club started). She prefers to work in acrylics.

This month’s artworks are “Camel in the Desert”
by Ted Evans and “Sunset over Samson (Isles
of Scilly) by Barbara Clark. Ted moved to
Long Thurlow in 1997 after retiring as a Senior
Lecturer in HE. He has never received formal
art training other than school (now 75 – that

to Jersey, New Zealand and Australia.
Eventually wind power was replaced by steam
power and roller mills became the method of the
mass production of flour.
Our April meeting will be held on Thursday
10 April at 7.30pm in the Wesley Hall, when
members of our History group will give a ‘taster’
of what will be on display at the Exhibition to be
held on 11-12 April from 11am-4pm each day.
This will include news of some of the discoveries
recently made at the site of the Royal Flying
Corps airfield as well as some of the social
history recorded during the Great War.
The War Memorial for Elmswell is situated in
St John’s Church and the Church will be open
on both days of the Exhibition between 2pm
and 4pm for those who wish to see the names
recorded there.
Everyone is welcome.
For more information about the Millennium
History Group please go to our website www.
elmswell-history.org.uk or telephone Stella
Chamberlain on 01359-242601.

ELMSWELL LUNCHEON CLUB
Everyone at the Elmswell Luncheon Club was
very grateful indeed for the very generous
donation received from the Elmswell Fire
Brigade team on Saturday, March 14th. It could
not have come at a better time as our expenses
continue to rise.
On the Monday following the presentation
a “Thank you” card, signed by all the Club
members, was delivered to the Fire Brigade.
The Elmswell Luncheon Club continues to
flourish and our next major event is a day’s
outing in May and the donation will go a long
way to making it a successful day!
We are always pleased to welcome new members
and we meet on Mondays at The Bull, Woolpit
where we enjoy good food and very friendly
company. Transport is available to and from
Woolpit.
If you are interested and aged 55+ and retired,
why not ‘phone one of our committee members
on 241546 or 240268.
The club is having
a demonstration
on 31st March by
Christopher Bacon,
a watercolour artist
from Harleston
in Norfolk. He
specialises in wild
life painting. I’m
sorry that this
information was
not available
for last month’s
newsletter as we would welcome non-club
members to attend for a small fee. I will be able
to tell you about the demonstration next month
(as it hasn’t happened yet!).
We meet every Tuesday morning between
9.30am and 12.30pm.
Denise Lawrence
Secretary –Elmswell Art Club 01359 245207
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Put your feet up
and leave us to find the
perfect holiday for you !

Travel Stop
The Railway Station, Station Road, Elmswell,
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 9HA
Tel: 01359 242555 email: elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk

01284 763413
brownfamily2481@gmail.com

FREE QUOTATIONS
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Domestic Scaffolding
Commercial Scaffolding
Industrial Scaffolding
-VYHMYLLX\V[LVUHU`ZJHɈVSKPUN
WYVQLJ[WSLHZLJHSSVYLTHPS\ZVU!

Tel: 01359 242689
,THPS!QZZJHɈVSKPUN'SP]LJV\R
*VU]LY]H[VY`(JJLZZ,_[LUZPVUZ*OPTUL`9LI\PSKZ(SS9VVÄUN>VYRZ
>PUKV^Z 9VVÅPULZ7HPU[PUN +LJVYH[PUN7SHZ[LYPUN+0@7YVQLJ[Z 73<:4(5@469,

=PL^V\Y^LIZP[LMVYTVYLPUMV!

^^^QZZJHɈVSKPUNS[KJV\R
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL W.I.
After welcoming two
visitors: Lynne and
Brenda, Rachel told us
about a W.I. garden party, which is to be held at
Buckingham Palace to celebrate our centenary.
Only one member of each group is able to attend
and after a draw, Lesley Reed was chosen. (She is
now planning an extensive shopping trip!) There
were several dates for future events: 13.3, craft
at Anne’s; 16.3, Scrabble at Anna’s; 10.4, Soup
and Natter at Park Farm and 6.5, a walk with
Felsham W.I. Rachel reminded us about entries
for the Coop Cup – Rosie will talk to the craft
group about possible ideas. Congratulations go
to Yvonne, who won the Scrabble Competition
at Park Farm!
Before she passed away, Pat Catton expressed
a wish to her closest friends. She wanted the
contents of her extensive craft room to be
shared between friends and members of the W.I.
Lesley made a display of these items and people
chose what they wanted, in return for a small
donation. Pat had accumulated a vast array of
craft books and items, during her lifetime and
had tried an incredible variety of skills, achieving
outstanding results, as we all know.
During the remaining part of the evening, Steve
Cook and John Amos entertained us. They are
both skilled musicians, who have apparently
been playing for a combined ninety years!
They played various types of music, mainly on
guitars, including jazz, classical, blues and pop,
and also sang. Some of their most interesting
music resulted from skilfully combining several

different pieces and blending them, seamlessly.
We all enjoyed joining in to sing some of
the songs, as well as listening to the repartee
between Steve and John, who are obviously very
good friends.
Steve also told us about ukuleles and played
several different ones, including one he had
made out of an old cigar box! It was interesting
to hear him play some classical music – not the
usual genre for this instrument. We all had a
thoroughly good evening.
During our April meeting, we shall be sampling
some Suffolk cheeses and hearing all about
them.
Rosie Collins. 01359 241652

ELMSWELL EXCHANGE
SOCIAL CLUB
Sylvia welcomed the members to the meeting
and told us an outing had been arranged by
Anice to Southwold on May 19th.
Our Treasurer had some exciting news for the
club. We have been awarded £400 from the
Firemen’s Fund. We are very grateful for this
generous donation and careful thought will be
given on how best to spend it.
Sylvia announced our Christmas lunch will be
held on December 8th at the Wesley Hall.
Our speaker Peter Lester was introduced and
ably assisted by Derek and Jean Folkard. As
members of the Elmswell Millennium History
Group they had access to some old photographs
of Elmswell . We were shown photographs of
various spots in Elmswell and then shown the
modern photograph. The photos sparked a lot
of reaction from the members. They were able
to help identify some people in the photographs
and add information. Then we were shown
various group photos such as the cricket and
football teams of Elmswell in the past. This
brought about much audience participation with
nearly everyone in the photographs identified.
All in all a thoroughly enjoyable talk with many

shared memories.
After tea and coffee the raffle took place.
The next meeting will take place on April 21st
when there will be a Bring and Buy stall and
Bingo.
New members are always welcome .
Enquiries to Sylvia on 241505.

ELMSWELL OVER 55’S CLUB
By the time you read this newsletter item a third
of the year will be over and the throws of winter
will hopefully be behind us with some warmer
weather to encourage us all to get out.
On behalf of the club i would like to sincerely
thank all the crew at Elmswell Fire Station for
their splendid fund raising efforts during the
last twelve months.Your kind donation to the
club was much appreciated, Hazel,Sally and
Myself went along to the presentation evening to
receive the cheque.
It was pleasing to welcome some new members
at the start of our activities for 2015.
The AGM was held recently with the normal
business being conducted promptly resulting
in the committee and officers being re elected
for a further year.As you elected me as your
chairman again I would like to thank Herbert
(Vicechairman) Grant (Treasurer) and all the
committee for all their hard work in making the
club the success that it is.
Our meeeting on March 26th saw a new
entertainer paying us a visit all the way from Gt
Yarmouth. On April 9th we are out on the road
with a Mystery Trip to include lunch,then on
April 23rd we welcome back the ever popular
“Shipshape” with their Traditional Music and
Step Dancers.
If you enjoy Brass Band Music please make
a note in your diary for Thursday May 21st
when we will feature Stowmarket Concert Band
everybody welcome just turn up and pay on the
door for an arousing evening of music to suit all
tastes.
Diann (241002)

P H Peckham
Plumbing and
Heating Engineer

214650

•

24 HOUR CALL OUT

28 Eastern Way

•

FREE Estimates

Elmswell

•

Tel. 01359 240958
Mob. 07802 642884

Corgi Registered Solid Fuel,
Oil or Gas

•

Email:
phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com

Bathroom Suites Designed
and Installed

•

Water Softners Fitted

•

Tiling

•

Boilers Serviced

Gas Safe Register No 214650
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Do you need help with?
back and
neck pain
• sports injuries
• occupational
injuries
•

•

joint problems

•

women’s health
problems

•

rehabilitation

Woolpit & Stowmarket

Physio
an established practice with a professional
team of skilled & experienced
chartered physiotherapists

please contact us at

Woolpit: 01359 241304
Stowmarket: 01449 776097
www.woolpitandstowmarketphysio.co.uk
• accessible clinics in both Woolpit and Stowmarket
• registered with all major insurance companies

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED
A CAREER IN CARE?
Mears are one of the UK's leading domiciliary care providers
delivering care services at home to over 20,000 older people.
Join our friendly team in Bury St Edmunds, Thurston,
woolpit, Elmswell & all surrounding villages
• Flexible working hours
• No experience necessary, full training given
• Opportunity to complete your NVQ 2 in health
and social care
• Competitive rates of pay
For more information and
to apply please contact
Shelly on 01449 676440
9am to 4pm.
6

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL EXCHANGE
AFTERNOON W.I.
We had a smaller than usual gathering for our
March meeting but the Wesley Hall was warm
and it was lovely to feel comfortable and to
dispense with our coats for once. There was
only one birthday this month and a pot plant
was given to Doreen Tomlinson.
Our speaker was Colin Hopper. He is a
member of the Magic Circle and The Ipswich
Magical Society. However, today he came to
tell us about Paper Sculpture and demonstrate
his skills in this art. How impressed we all
were. Before Colin turned his hand to magic,
he had been an engineer and this had obviously
influenced his work. Each little model that
came out of his large cardboard box was unique
and very cleverly created. As he went along,
Colin demonstrated how these were made.
Some of the models were specially constructed

as table pieces for event banquets, The Water
Rats being just one. Having shown us some
of his secrets, we were able to purchase for a
very small sum, a set of several patterns to
attempt our own paper sculpture. Colin was
an articulate, and entertaining speaker. He is
highly recommended.
We than served refreshments and went through
our business section of the
meeting. Bobbie suggested two
venues for our summer outing,
and members voted for a trip
to Sandringham House and
Gardens. This would take place
sometime in June.

The grand total of the Firemen’s
2015 donations (see page 17) was

£8626.83!
Made up as:
£24.80

Bingo

£6,169.00

Co-op collection

£1551.67

Station open day

£700.00

The sad news that Stan had passed away in
hospital came too late for us to do justice
to this much loved and widely respected
pillar of the Elmswell community.

Donations

81.36
£181.36

Suppliers of
2, 4, 6 & 8 Yards Skips
1 Tonne Waste Bags
Hoggin, Topsoil & Hardcore

An example of paper sculpture

M.O.T. DUE
Require a quick reliable service ?
M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.
Tests available for all types of cars
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.
Local collection service available.

Brought forward

STANLEY KING

STOWMARKET
SKIP HIRE

We are an informal and friendly group and
welcome guests and new members to our
meetings. Contact Barbara Yeates on 242788
or Maureen Davis on 241033. Alternatively,
just turn up on the day.

Next month it is our Members
Meeting which takes place on
Wednesday 1st April. This
means that we entertain
ourselves !!! It hasn’t gone
unnoticed that this is, in fact,

STOP PRESS

We invite your memories and stories of
Stan for a tribute in the May magazine.

April Fools Day. One of our members will be
talking about her life and there will no doubt be
other items during the afternoon.

21 different
causes
benefitted

Also repairs and servicing available
on request.
D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP
GROVE LANE
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
ELMSWELL
PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

a brighter approach
There’s a tendency to regard estate agents as being ‘all the same’.
The reality, however, is that some are simply more ‘switched on’ than others.

PROMPT & RELIABLE SERVICE
Weaver House
Finborough Road
Onehouse, Nr Stowmarket

Mobile: (07860) 692733

01359 234444
mail@allhomes.uk.com
allhomes.uk.com
7

Building,
Garden and DIY
Solutions...

A&C
FENCING and
GARDENING

Machinery & Tools to Hire

We do regular contract or one-off jobs…
hedging, grass cutting, tree trimming & felling,
concrete bases & patios, fence erection and repairs,
garden clearance and maintenance.

or Buy

Concreting • Breakers • Compaction • Diggers • Small Plant
Preparing and Finishing • Decorating • Carpet and Cleaning
• Drilling • Fixing • Ladders and Access • Towers • Garden, Lawn
Care, Strimmers, Rotovators, Hedging • Fencing, Cutting and Grinding
• Welding • Paving • Electrical • Hand Tools • Plumbing
• Woodwork • Air Tools • Heating and Drying • Roof Bars
and Boxes • Diamond Blades • Sanding Belts • Nuts, Bolts,
Nails and those other difficult to find items.
•

•

No obligation quotes

Contact Andy
01449 674093
077487 85197

Unit 2F Williamsport Way
Lion Barn Industrial Estate
Needham Market IP6 8RW

113 Felixstowe Road,
Ipswich,
IP3 8EA

CALL 01449 612632

CALL 01473 710035

www.brightacreshire.co.uk

Fully insured, 24hr
call out, council
approved contractor
and over 35 years in
the industry

All aspects of tree
surgery, landscaping
and fencing
undertaken

Call for a free estimate & advice T: 01359 241958 M: 07891208710 M: 07850046504
E: wjarvistreeservices@hotmail.co.uk
Visit our website for information about our company and the work we do

www.wjarvistreeservics.co.uk
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VILLAGE GREEN

NEWS FROM
ELMSWILD
We get by….. just
Our storage container has arrived
at Lukeswood – with a little help
from our friends!
For a long time we’ve been
planning to install a storage
container at Lukeswood, where
we can keep all the tools that we
need in our work maintaining
the woodland and orchard. It
needed to be dry, secure, and quite
large (to accommodate all our
current tools, plus larger items
of equipment that we plan to get
in the future). Last year Parish
Councillors kindly agreed to let us
have one of the containers from
Blackbourne, no longer needed
since the additional storage areas
in the new building came into
use. We just had to get it moved
from Blackbourne to Lukeswood.
Not an easy task – especially
negotiating the rough terrain,
dips, hollows, and boggy areas that
abound in our lovely woodland.
And so it proved last Sunday. In
the end we needed the lorry AND
a tractor to get it manoeuvred
into its final position. Older
readers will no doubt recall that
wonderful episode from Dad’s
Army when they manage to get
Jonesy’s butchers van, Hodges’s
greengrocers van, a coachload of
oldsters out on a day trip, and a
passing steam engine all stuck in
the mud. We didn’t panic, though,
and with a bit of ingenuity and a
lot of horse power we got the job
done.
Regular visitors to Lukeswood will
notice that the ground is churned
up and somewhat muddier than
usual. It just requires a minor
detour round the worst bits for the
time being – we will soon have it
all tidied up.

Now that we have somewhere to
store all our tools, it will make life
much easier for all the volunteers.
Having everything to hand, exactly
where and when we need it, will
make a big difference – much
better than bringing everything in
by car for every work party. We’re
also looking forward to having a
bit more space in our own garages
and sheds!
A huge thank you goes to
everyone who played a part in
this tricky operation. Thanks to
Peter for directing operations
at the Blackbourne end (some
tight squeezes involved there!), to
our lorry drivers for their skilful
work and for coping so admirably
with the conditions in the
woodland, and to our neighbours
at Crossways Farm for coming to
our aid and bringing the tractor so
promptly. We’re very grateful for
all their help.
Got any old tools?
With the storage container in
place, we’re hoping to increase
our stock of tools. So if you have
any old or unwanted gardening
tools that you can spare or that
you’d like to be rid of, please do
get in touch – we can give them
a good home. We especially need
spades, forks, trowels, bow saws,
handsaws, wheelbarrows, etc.
That would mean more tools to
go round when, for example, the
school children come for activities
at Lukeswood – sometimes a spade
has to be shared between four or
five helpers. If you think you may
be able to offer something, please
let us know and we can collect.
Even a wobbly wheelbarrow can
be put to use – they can usually be
repaired!
Mary Feeney
(info@elmswild.org.uk
or phone 241901)
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Lee Brand
Plasterer

HAYWARDS
– SOLICITORS –

• Conveyancing & Energy Performance Certificates
• Divorce, Separation, Childcare, Adoption and all other
Family/Matrimonial problems including Collaborative Law
• Wills, Probate and Inheritance
• Elderly Client Care

Re-skims
New Builds
Artex Ceilings/Walls Flattened

Telephone: (01449) 613631

Insurance Work

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk

Free Estimates

Reliable & Friendly Service!

ELECTROLUX : ZANUSSI : JACKSON : BENDIX

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743

SERVIS : HOTPOINT : INDESIT : TRICITY : BELLING : HOOVER : CREDA : PHILLIPS

D K Appliances Limited
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SERVICES
REPAIRS

SALES

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO
WASHING MACHINES • COOKERS • FRIDGES
• TUMBLE DRIERS • DISHWASHERS • ETC
WE COVER IPSWICH • STOWMARKET
BURY • STANTON • DISS • EYE • DEBENHAM
• WOODBRIDGE AREAS AND HAVE BEEN IN
THE TRADE FOR OVER 20 YRS. WE ARE
MEMBERS OF THE DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
SERVICING ASSOCIATION.

WE HAVE NEW AND RECONDITIONED
APPLIANCES ON DISPLAY
INCLUDING AEG • BOSCH • BENDIX
• BELLING • CREDA • DYSON •
ELECTROLUX • FRIGIDAIRE •
HOOVER • HOTPOINT • PHILIPS •
SERVICE • ZANUSSI ETC

TEL. SHOP
(01449) 780398
Visit our showroom at
Finbows Furnishers on
B1113 at Bacton

WE ALSO SELL REFURBISHED
APPLIANCES OF A HIGH STANDARD
COMPLETE WITH A WRITTEN GUARANTEE
YOU MAY ALSO TRADE IN GOOD CLEAN
EQUIPMENT • BUILT IN OVENS AND HOBS
SUPPLIED • ENQUIRE NOW
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00 - 5.00
SATURDAY 10.00 - 2.00
SUNDAY & BANK HOLIDAYS CLOSED

SERVIS : HOTPOINT : INDESIT : TRICITY : BELLING : HOOVER : CREDA : PHILLIPS

PLUMBING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
24hr Emergency Callout
Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
Bathroom/shower
installation
Tanks/cylinders/radiators
Tiling floors/walls
Painting & Decorating
General DIY jobs
Garden Maintenance

Coving

PAUL SCASE

Home Improvements
Painting
Interior & Exterior

Painting

Carpentry

• Using the best named paints to
give you a professional finish

• Wardrobes made to your
design

• Colour charts provided to give
you the best choice of colours

• Floor to ceiling,
wall to wall

Excellent Rates
Tel: 01359 241051
Mobile: 07745 250440
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ELECTROLUX : ZANUSSI : JACKSON : BENDIX

•
•
•
•
•

Email: rockyfosgate@aol.com

CAR PARK AVAILABLE FOR USE BY CLIENTS AT
OUR OFFICES AT
7- 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET

TONY FISHER
•
•
•

Tel: 01359 245924
Mobile: 07927 519909

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL LIBRARY
We are celebrating a huge achievement at
Elmswell Library.
All the hard work by our friends group, ELF,
and with some amazing support from very
generous fundraisers, sponsors, local businesses
and organisations we have hit out £10,000 target
to re-shelve the library. Please don’t look at the
totaliser yet…we are trying to find the red tape
to update the total!!
And fittingly, the final £500 came from our
amazing village firefighters, who once again
donated £500 to our cause. Fitting because it was
last year when, overwhelmed by their generosity,
manager Emma Yarrow, promised to make
the money count and to update the library so
it could become more of a community hub. So
it was, that 12 months later we have raised the
amount needed to totally re-shelve the library
with more modern, moveable units which will
enable the space we have to be more flexible.
We hope to begin the work in the autumn,
but we are hoping to raise a little bit more in
between so that we can re-paint and update the

furniture giving our community a new library to
serve them.
So the fundraising continues for a while longer
– and we are delighted to announce that the
Elmswheelians are holding a third cycle ride in
aid of ELF. It will be a little bit different this year
– on the evening of Friday, July 17th a 15-mile
cycle ride in the evening sunshine, rounding
off with a raffle and some laughs at The Fox in
Elmswell. More details will be announced closer
to the time.
Before then Elmswell Library Friends will be
holding its AGM on Wednesday, April 22nd at
6:30pm. We have had an incredibly successful
year and hope to take that drive forward into an
exciting future – if you are interested in helping
us, or getting involved with the committee, then
please come along. We are a friendly bunch with
lots of ideas, but we could always do with more
hands and more ideas!
And one of the best ideas was last year’s cheese
and wine evening – so we are holding another.
On Friday, May 1 we would love to invite you
to join us for A Taste of Spanish Wines and
Tapas. Following the success of last year’s event,
Friday 17th July

ELMSWHEELIANS 2015

when the Rioja was the firm favourite, this
will be a Spanish-themed evening, involving
more obscure wines and morsels of food to
accompany them. Local wine expert, Bob Stopp,
will be hosting once more and we hope it is as
much fun and raises more vital funds for our
appeal. Tickets are available in the library priced
at £12.50 per person.
And finally, for the first time we will be
closed for the whole of the Easter weekend.
This is unavoidable because Suffolk County
Council, with which we still share some of our
IT systems, will be shutting down its IT for
essential maintenance over that weekend. So
we will close on Thursday, April 2nd at 7pm
and re-open on Tuesday, April 7th at 10am. We
apologise for the inconvenience.
Elmswell Library is open
Tuesday and Thursday from
10am-1pm and 2-7pm,
Wednesday and Friday
from 2-5pm, Saturday from
10am-1pm and Sunday
10am-3pm. We look
forward to seeing you soon.

(evening ride and Library Fund Raiser - 15 miles approx.)

Sunday 16th August (18/19 miles approx.)

Programme of Bike Rides

Sunday 18th October (18 miles approx.)

Another year; another challenge! If you enjoy cycling, you are invited to
join us. There is no membership and nothing to pay; just turn up, and join
a group of people who enjoy “social cycling”. We cycle purely for fun, at
a reasonable pace, and not a time-trial in sight. And on all rides we have a
stop at a suitable hostelry for R & R.

In time-honoured tradition, all the rides, except the Library Fund Raiser,
will start from Abbots Warren, Church Road, Elmswell.
Start times for the Sunday rides will be 10.30 a.m ; and 6.30 p.m. for the
two Friday evening rides.
If you would like to join us, you will be very welcome, but must be aged
16+.

Please note especially that this year’s Fund Raiser for the Elmswell
Library will be an evening ride on Friday 17th July. The ride will end at
“The Fox”, with a Grand Draw to round things off. If anyone can help
with Draw Prizes, your support will be greatly appreciated.

Sunday 26th April

(16 miles approx.)

Sunday 17th May

(16 miles approx.)

Trevor Sadler,
Abbots Warren,
Church Road,
Elmswell.

Friday 12th June

(evening ride - 12 miles approx.)

Tel : 01359 240908

Dates of our 2015 Rides are :
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REMOVALS
& STORAGE
CALL WARD’S OF STANTON
FOR A FREE QUOTATION ON:
HOUSE MOVES, HOUSE CLEARANCE,
OFFICE RE-LOCATION AND
PACKING SERVICES.
STORAGE AVAILABLE AT SECURE PREMISES.
ALL FULLY INSURED.

Office: 01359 251198
Mobile: 07976 353447
info@wardsofstanton.co.uk
www.wardsofstanton.co.uk

•
•
•
•
•

A local, family run business
All aspects of Design & Marketing solutions:
Õ&RUSRUDWH,GHQWLW\/RJR'HVLJQ
Õ%XVLQHVV6WDWLRQHU\'HVLJQ
Õ%URFKXUHDQG/HDìHW'HVLJQ
Õ:HEVLWH'HVLJQ

Õ6HDUFK(QJLQH2SWLPLVDWLRQ
Õ(PDLO0DUNHWLQJ
Õ6RFLDO0HGLD3UHVHQFH
3/8608&+025(

Call: 01359 240408
Email: enquiries@spi-des-ign.co.uk

www.spi-des-ign.co.uk
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CHILDRENS PAGE

A ‘minibeast’ is simply a small
animal. Spiders, snails, slugs,
beetles, centipedes, worms,
earwigs, caterpillars...
Those are just a few well known examples of the
thousands and thousands of types of ‘creepycrawlies’ that exist all over the world. Officially,
minibeasts are called invertebrates which are
animals without a backbone, and these are the
most numerous type of animal in the world.

The best minibeast hotels have lots of small
spaces in different shapes and sizes and made
from different materials. Ideally some should
be nice and dry inside, and others a bit damp.
Minibeast hotels are generally made from
reclaimed materials, or natural objects, which
helps them blend in with their surroundings.
Why not make your very own minibeast hotel
using some of the ideas pictured.

ANT
FLY

BEE
FROG

BEETLE
LADYBIRD

BUTTERFLY
SNAIL

CATERPILLAR
SPIDER
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This page
sponsored by

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL CAMERA GROUP
At our last meeting members watched an
instructional dvd on Travel and Landscape
Photography, all thought they had learnt
something from it, and another dvd is planned
for future viewing.
Our next meeting on the 7th April is going to be
a critique evening. This will be where members
bring along images so the group can discuss
each and comment on any inprovements
that they feel could be made. This will be
a constructive evening to help members to
inprove their photography.
On May 5th we shall be going out to put all
we have learnt over the last few months into
practice, hoping the weather will be kind to us.
All are welcome. So come along and see what
we are doing and join in.
The next meeting is on the 7th April 7.30pm at
the Blackbourne, new building at the end of the
car park. Door on left hand side.
Mike Randall
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ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP
The Children’s Holiday Club would like to say
‘thank you’ to Elmswell Parish Council, Elmswell
Amenities Association, the Co-op Community
Fund and Elmswell Firefighters for their
generous financial support. The money received
will go towards the expenses incurred in the
running of the Club which will be held at the
Blackbourne from 17-21 August 2015.

ST JOHN’S CHURCH
Contact: Revd Peter Goodridge tel: 240512
email: elmswellrector@gmail.com
Sunday 5 April
08.00am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Easter Family Communion
Sunday 12 April
08.00am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Morning Service (All Age)
Sunday 19 April
10.30am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 26 April
08.00am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Morning Service followed by
Annual Parochial Church
Meetings
and into May......
Sunday 3 May
09.30am
All Age Service
11.00am
Morning Prayer BCP with
Holy Communion BCP
A new event which we have tried this year has
been a series of Lent Lunches. These were held in
St John’s Church on six Wednesdays and began
on 18 February. After a short devotional time we
enjoyed a simple lunch and took the opportunity
to make a donation towards the work of the
Stowmarket Food Bank, which at the time of
writing has exceeded £100. This gift will enable
the Food Bank to purchase items for the food
parcels which they distribute to needy families in
the Stowmarket area.
Mothering Sunday service was held on 15
March; the service included a song by SlamJam
our junior choir; the Lesson was read by
Caroline Long, prayers were led by Hannah
Taylor and the talk was given by Canon Richard
Webb. Towards the end of the service posies
were distributed to all the ladies present and
several were taken to give to those unable to
attend the service.
Christians Together in Elmswell
(Secretary Jean Folkard 242099)
On Friday 6 March in St John’s Church we
held the Annual Women’s World Day of
Prayer Service. Unfortunately due to various
commitments this service was not as well
attended as usual. However we had an enjoyable
time as we joined in the service which had been
arranged by Christian women of the Bahamas,
with music and readings as well as prayers.

The Friends of St John’s Church
This year it is 20 years since we held our first
Coffee Morning to raise funds for the Fabric
of St John’s Church. Since then we have held
numerous Coffee Mornings, Concerts, Art
Exhibitions, Flower Festivals, Talks, Poetry and
Puddings evening, Just Dessert evenings, Beetle
Drives, Sausage Suppers, etc., etc.
Later this year we shall be holding a weekend of
events - an organ concert by Christopher Moore
on 19 June, the AGM and Coffee Morning on 20
June, a Festival depicting ‘Our Favourite Things’
and the Annual Service on 21 June, with Clive
Paine as our preacher. Please look out for posters
advertising future events.

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH TOWER
FLOODLIGHTING
You are invited to sponsor the floodlighting
of St. John’s to help with the day-to-day
running expenses of our parish church. You
can choose to commemorate a personal event,
an anniversary, or any other special occasion.
Alternatively you can simply make a donation.
A night’s floodlighting costs £5.
During April the lights will be on between 7.30
p.m. and midnight.
Please make cheques payable to
“ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, ELMSWELL”.
MARCH 2015 SPONSORSHIP NOT
PREVIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED
11 remembering a loving father, Walter Howe,
taken from me 11th March 1972. “Forever
in my thoughts”. Loving daughter,
Audrey. Also remembering with love,
a dear sister, Katharine Howe, who left
me on 21st February 2008. “Never to be
forgotten”. Your loving sister, Audrey.
APRIL 2015 SPONSORSHIPS
6

in loving memory of Tony Bendall. “We
love and miss you so much”.
Love Margery, Neville, Bryan, Malcolm,
Philip and all the family.

9

remembering Grace Rush, a dear Mum,
Grandma and Great Grandma, on her
Birthday.
9

Dennis Hopper. Loving memories of dear
Dad. “17 years and still sadly missed”.
Sally, Alan and family. xx.

14

remembering Carl Finch - anniversary of
his death in 1999.

14

in memory of Ray Borrett’s Birthday.

17

in loving memory of Jane Goodchild.
Love, Colin. xx.

20

in memory of Jim Baker (1933 - 2009) on
his Birthday.

21

remembering a loving mother, Frances
15

Howe, who left me on 21st April 1953.
“Forever in my thoughts, never to be
forgotten”. Loving daughter Audrey.
22

in loving memory of Teasel.

23

remembering Carl Finch on St. George’s
Day.

30

in memory of David Lakey.

30

Ivy & Dennis Hopper. Loving memories
of dear Mum & Dad on what would have
been their 90th Birthdays. Love Sally, Alan
and family. xx.

All bookings and payments please to :Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road,
Elmswell (Tel: 240908)

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR
LADY, STOWMARKET
Parish Priest: Father David Finegan, The
Presbytery, 29 Lockington Road,
Stowmarket IP14 1BQ Tel: 01449-612946
E-mail: ourlady.stowmarket@btinternet.com
MASS TIMES:
Saturdays (First Mass of Sunday)
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 9QG 6.00 pm
Sundays
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket IP14
1AW - 8.30 am & 10.15 am
Holy Days
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket - 8.00
am, 10.00 am and 7.30 pm
Weekday services in the Parish are advertised at
the front of
Our Lady’s Church, in the weekly Newsletter
and on the Parish Website
www.ourladys-stowmarket.co.uk
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2015
All the following services are at Our Lady’s
Catholic Church, Stowmarket:
Maundy Thursday, 2nd April:
We remember how Jesus gathered with his
Twelve Disciples to eat the Last Supper, washed
their feet as an example of service and gave
us the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist as the
abiding Memorial of his Passion and Death.
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7.30 pm.
Good Friday, 3rd April:
Catholics observe Good Friday as a Day of Fast
and of Abstinence from meat.
We commemorate the suffering and death of
Jesus on the Cross for us all.
Liturgy of the Passion at 3.00 pm; Stations of the
Cross at 7.30 pm.
Holy Saturday, 4th April:
After waiting in spirit during the day at the tomb
of Christ, we celebrate his Resurrection and our
new life in him at the Easter Vigil and First Easter Mass at 8.00 pm. There is no evening Mass at
Woolpit Church on Holy Saturday, 4th April.
Easter Sunday, 5th April:
With Masses at 8.30 and 10.15 am we share our
joy that the Lord is risen.
We wish you a very happy Easter,
Father David Finegan

SerenityYogaClasses

EXHIBITION



Doyouhaveanewyear’sresolutiontogetfitfor
summer?Slimforspring?Dropadresssizefor
autumn?Yogacouldhelp!
Doyougethomeafterwork
feelinguninspiredandlazeaboutknowingyoushould
bedoingsomething?Yogacouldhelp!
Doyouwishyoucouldgotoaclasswithout
judgementandnotbreakthebankingoingalong?
Regardlessofage,sizeandexperience,myclasseswill
havesomethingforyou.
Yogawillhelptostrengthentoneandincreaseyour
flexibility!
Withclassesin:


www.elmswell-history.org.uk

ELMSWELL
& MEMORIES
of the GREAT WAR

SAMPSONHOUSE,WOOLPIT
THORPEMORIEUXVILLAGEHALL

INCLUDING the “LOST” WW1 AERODROME
of Elmswell’s Royal Flying Corps & RAF

Sat-Sun

Pleasedonothesitatetocontactmeforfurther
detailsͲ

11th & 12th APRIL 2015
11am - 4pm

07930199582
serenityyogabethany@outlook.com

WESLEY HALL, School Rd, Elmswell IP30 9EE

www.serenityyogasuffolk.com

FREE Admission - ALL WELCOME

FOR ALL YOUR KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM NEEDS...

• Fabulous range of kitchen and bathroom suites on display in our extensive showroom
• Contemporary to traditional all at competitive prices
• From design to installation with the option of a full fitting service available
• Contract Kitchens, kitchen doors and facelifts, supply only and to the trade
• Easy access and free parking, open 6 days a week Mon - Sat

COME AND SEE US AT
TOT HILL, OLD A14,
STOWMARKET. IP14 3QQ
TEL: 01449 616065
Fax: 01449 616638
KITCHENS2BATHROOMS@AOL.CO.UK

KITCHENS

• Free no obligation surveys

2

K2B

BATHROOMS
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ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP
Refreshments will follow as usual.

ELMSWELL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Easter is the
most important
festival in
the Christian
calendar
because it
marks the
culmination of
Jesus’ time on
earth. This year,
why not take
a fresh look at
Easter?
It’s not about
bunnies and
chocolate.
The love of
God shown in Jesus’ death on the cross and his
resurrection three days later means forgiveness
and new life for all those who believe. We’d be
especially pleased to see you on Easter Sunday
morning at 10.30am on April 5th when we have
an Easter Songs of Praise.
Our activities in the next few weeks are:On April 3rd we will be joining in the Christians
Together in Elmswell Good Friday service at St.
Johns at 10am. ALL are welcome.
th

On Easter Sunday, April 6 , we are holding an
Easter Songs of Praise at 10.30 am. We will start
with Communion and continue in a joyful and
informal time together.

FIREMEN TO THE RESCUE
Elmswell’s Fire Crew are trained and ready to
deal with emergencies of many kinds. From
road traffic accidents where their skills are often
a crucial factor in life-saving rescue, to the
problems that no-one else is equipped to tackle
involving deep-level or dangerous access, and,
of course, as it says on the tin, to fighting fires.
They train constantly to add to their skills, to
stay fit and to improve their response times –
which are already top class. This year they have
attended more call-outs than ever before. They
are busy.

Food & Friends on Thursday April 16th at
midday – for the older folk – a chance to meet
other people and enjoy a nutritious meal at
nominal cost. This is run in conjunction with
Age UK. Phone Jackie on 245918 to book your
place.
The Ladies Friendship Group meet on Monday
April 13th when Flory Heller is coming to
speak about Pearls. All ladies welcome. Phone
Margaret on 241541 for further information.
CU at CU Club meetings resume at 6pm on
Tuesday April 21st – games, quizzes, stories and
craft for 5 to 11 year olds. An evening of FUN.
Phone Tony on 241541 for more details.
We are grateful to all those who come to lead
our worship each week. Our preachers at our
10.30am services in the coming weeks are as
follows:April 5th The Congregation - Easter Songs of
Praise(inc Communion)
April 12th Stephen Spurgeon - All-Age Service
April 19th Stephen Spurgeon
April 26th Rev. Norman Tharby
May 3rd Stephen Spurgeon (inc communion)
A warm welcome is extended to all who wish to
attend any of the above events.
Visit our website at www.elmswellbaptist.org.uk
, email cockant2@btinternet.com or telephone
either of the numbers in this text for further
info.
Tony

I find watching the news can be
quite disheartening. I switch
on the TV in a good mood,
thinking let’s just catch up
with world events. By the time
the news is over, I have been
reminded that I live in a world full of gossip,
dishonesty, depravity and violence.
As I was pondering this recently, I came
across these words of Justin Welby from his
“Thought for the Month” back in 1995. He
wrote: “the authentic Christian message is
grimly realistic about the world. Jesus Christ
died on the Cross so we can be put right with
God, and experience his love. If the world
was not so bad God would have needed to do
anything. It is exactly because of all the evil
that He provided a way of giving us hope.”
As I write this, I am preparing my own Easter
message entitled “The weekend that changed
the world.” The events we celebrate at Easter
are all about God stepping into history to
bring light, hope and new life into a world
that is too often characterised by darkness,
hopelessness and death. Next time, the news
brings you down, why not counterbalance it
by remembering that evil does not need to
have the last word, because God in Christ has
conquered it. We can, therefore, truly say to
one another: “Happy Easter.”
Rev Peter Goodridge (Rector of St John’s)

But not too busy to stand outside the Co-op on
Christmas Eve with a fund-raising bucket. Or
to put in a full car-washing shift on several days
throughout the year in exchange for donations to
their cause. Or, as in our cover picture’, to give
up the last Friday of each and every month to
entertain a hall full of Bingo fans at Blackbourne.
Or, as our pictures show, to provide a social
occasion at which they proceed to give the
results of their efforts each year back to the
community and to other good causes.
This year some 20 cheques were donated for
sums ranging from £400 to £1,000. Beneficiaries
included village stalwarts such as the St John’s
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Ladies Club, the Lunch Club, the Over 55’s, the
baby & Toddler group and the Companions,
through special projects such as the Millennium
History Group’s, ‘Memories of the Great War’,
exhibition, the annual Children’s Holiday Club
at Blackbourne and the Elmswell Library
Friends’ refurbishment scheme to one-offs such
as the funding of new seating at the cemetery, a
donation to St Nicholas Hospice and support for
the Fire Fighters’ Benevolent Fund .
Elmswell is lucky to have a fire station in the
heart of the village. We are even luckier to have
this Fire Crew at the heart of our community.

.org.uk

www.

MOT tesƟng and servicing facility for all types of cars and commercials
CollecƟon and delivery service on request.

01359 242420 07915 663547
or

Find us at: StaƟon Road Industrial Estate, Elmswell, IP30 9HR

Established 1987

Tel: 01284 760345 Visit us: www.langleysconservatories.co.uk
Great prices on our top quality products for 2015.
Why come to Langleys for
your home improvements?
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ
Ɣ

Over 25 years trading in the area
Apprenticeship trained fully employed fitting teams
Insurance backed deposit registrations
Insurance backed guarantees
Proud to be members of the Consumer Protection
Association for the last 13 years
We have a huge range of bespoke products
We only use the highest quality products
We have an extensive portfolio of work we are happy
to showcase
We do not pressure sell! We send quotes to
customers and wait for them to respond to us
With us you will NEVER have someone trying to
sell on the night! No pretend calls to the boss to
give additional ‘discounts’. With us our first price
is the price!

There has never been a better time to invest in our A rated energy efficient windows
and doors! Our expertly installed products will help improve the efficiency and
comfort of your home. Not only that with a huge variety of designs and finishes
available we can enhance the appearance of your property.Langleys have been
trading in the Bury St Edmunds area for over 25 years and offer our customers the
best in products as well as installation and after sales service. Come to the local
company with a proven track record.
To learn more please take a look at our web site www.langleysconservatories.co.uk

Contact us today on 01284 760345
or email enquiries@langleysconservatories.co.uk

Proud members of the Consumer Protection Association for over 13 years!
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PALMERS BAKERY
Est. c1752

Traditional Family
Bakers & Confectioners
“Two hundred years of Experience”
Baked Daily in Ancient Brick Ovens
by Craftsmen with local ingredients

HAUGHLEY
WOOLPIT
STOWMARKET

(Station Road opposite the Parish Church)

01449 673286
01359 242700 or 01449 613088

@KBDecorating

Largest Stockists of Tiptree
Jams & Marmalades in East Anglia
Suffolk Honeys & James White Juices
Butterworth’s Teas & Biscuits
Free Range Eggs & Local Produce
Freshly Made Sandwiches & Filled Rolls

Designer Paints &
Wallpapers from
Little Greene,
Designers Guild
F&B and more

Decorating, Glass &
Building Centre

“One of the Last Traditional Bakers in Suffolk”
www.palmersbakery.co.uk
ALSO AT

Dettingen Way, Bury St Edmunds IP33 3TX
01284 762401 • www.kentblaxill.co.uk

STANTON & MEREDITH ROAD - IPSWICH
BRETTS of NEEDHAM MARKET
FRESHFILLS of CLAYDON

Arboricultural and
Landscape Solutions
All aspects of tree surgery
Soft and hard landscaping
Maintenance and lawn care
Domestic & Commercial contracts
Fully insured
NPTC Qualified

Green Scene
Contact for free quotations and advice

01359 298141 / 07866 866880
info@greenscenetreesurgery.co.uk
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Elm
s

Martial Art

s
ub
Cl

Ever thought
of learning a
martial art?

ll
we

Ryoshin Jujutsu are inviting new students to enrol for this year’s classes.
asses.
Spaces are limited so call to reserve your place.
Mondays: Thurston Community College - Adults (15+) 7pm to 9
9pm
pm
Wednesdays: Elmswell - Juniors 6pm to 7.30pm, Adults 7pm to 9pm

Photos © Luminary Photoart

Traditional Japanese
is the
h e ffighting
se Jujutsu
j
th
igh
gh ting
g art
of the Samurai and comprises of:
• Joint locking / restraining techniques
• Striking / blocking / punching / kicking
• Throws & takedowns
• Groundfighting and escapes

Improve
ffitness
tness an
and self confidence
p
hil
l
i
while
learning
practical
self defence in
hl
a safe and friendly environment.
No joining fee, no monthly or annual
membership fee. Pay per class basis
only. No previous experience or high
level of fitness required.

For further
further information
information call
call Gary
Gary 07711
07711 680262
680262 // Eves:
Eves: 01359
01359 760148
760148 or
or
For
email info@ryoshinjujutsu.co.uk
info@ryoshinjujutsu.co.uk or
or visit
visit website
website www.ryoshinjujutsu.co.uk
www.ryoshinjujutsu.co.uk
email
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ELMSWELL SPORT
On Saturday 14th March we held our annual
quiz. Over 70 members and guests attended. The
winners being:

ELMSWELL BOWLS CLUB
Well this is the month for the big roll up.
Our season starts for our Monday team with a
home match against Thorndon. The Tuesday
afternoon team are away to Thornham Magna
and our Wednesday team are away to Gipping
Valley. All of these teams are in the Stowmarket
Leagues.

In the meantime we will be having an Open
Drive likely to be held on Saturday 11th April all
subject to our groundkeeper Nick Chamberlin’s
approval.

The team holding up the other teams was
Coffee Morning Girls. This position was
keenly contested with the Little Green People
and Carpet Baggers just avoiding the glory of
holding this position it is not the winning it’s the
taking part. Thanks to Doug Reed for setting the
questions and to Brenda Begg, Social Secretary
for the organisation of the event.

The Tuesday evening and Thursday evening
teams in the Bury league do not start until the
following week.

Don’t forget our invite to
come up and join us (look
for our new sign) we look
forward to welcoming you.

Teams visiting us will have no excuse for not
knowing where we are with our magnificent new
sign.
Thanks to all those involved in making it a new
feature of the club.

The Lamb Chops Team

Nick working hard as usual spiking the green

Michael Moore

CALL CENTRE
VACANCY
WOOLPIT
DUE TO COMPANY EXPANSION WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR EVENING
AND WEEKEND STAFF WITHIN OUR CALL CENTRE.
VARIOUS SHIFTS AVAILABLE
FULL TRAINING WILL BE GIVEN
GOOD TELEPHONE MANNER AND I.T SKILLS ARE REQUIRED.
HOURLY PAY £8.00- £8.60
PLEASE EMAIL YOUR CV TO:
sam@vmsglobal.co.uk
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CRJ
Accountancy

Dementia
We can help increase your knowledge and understanding of
the condition and take practical steps to living better with it.

The Village
Solicitor &

End of life issues
It can be difficult to talk about death, dementia and terminal
illness. We can help you have those difficult but important end
of life conversations.

The Tax and Accountancy Service
for Small Businesses
and Taxpayers

Self Assessment, Tax Returns,
Annual Accounts, Book-Keeping,
Employed, Self-Employed or
Starting a New Business
For a free initial discussion without
obligation call

Clive Jenkins
Tel 01359 230231
www.crjaccountancy.co.uk

PRINTING

For legal advice and help with getting
the very best out of growing old

Home visits available

Legal advice on:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advance Decisions to refuse
medical treatment
Conveyancing
Intestacy
Inheritance Tax
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Mental Capacity & Dementia
Probate
Trusts
Home
Wills and business visits



FOR PLEASURE

Elder House
Chattisham
Ipswich
Suffolk
IP8 3QE


01473 652354

Specialist magazine
& newsletter printing


01473 652788



Contact us for a quote for your club or society
Design • Litho & Digital Printing • Mailing

jason@printingforpleasure.co.uk

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTATION - 01473 652354

Wayne
Salmon
Electrical
For all your electrical
requirements –
Domestic, commercial and
industrial.
All work carried out to a
high standard.
Mobile 07843 302798
Phone: 01359 242145
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Funerals
We can help you write the eulogy, choose music and a venue
to create a very special memorial service.

Call Nigel George on 01449 737582
Email Nigel@ageingwithoptimism.com
Ageing with Optimism, Orchard Vale
Borley Green Woolpit Suffolk IP30 9RW
www.ageingwithoptimism.com
All legal advice is provided by Nigel George T/A George and Co
Solicitors who are authorised and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority SRA No. 326626

ELMSWELL SPORT
New Players

ELMSWELL CC
Big Thanks
Everyone at Elmswell Cricket Club would like to
thank all the members of Elmswell Fire Station
for their exceedingly generous donation of
£400 towards the Club’s activities. This amazing
support will go a long way to maintaining the
club and its facilities throughout this special
anniversary season. Again, thank you to
Elmswell Fire Station for all their efforts and
generosity in raising the money that they do for
so many local good causes.

40 Years and Counting
As mentioned in last months newsletter,
Elmswell Cricket Club is this season celebrating
40 years since it reformed at the end of 1974. It
promises to be a special year with celebrations
planned including an anniversary T20 match
(on Sunday 19th July) and the unveiling of a new
honours board (think Lord’s only better - see
our website for a sneak preview). You can also
be part of the celebrations by becoming a club
vice-president for this anniversary season. Please
contact the Club through one of the methods
below for more details.

Net Sessions
As the new season is almost upon us we will
soon be starting net sessions to shake of the dust
of a long, cold winter. These sessions are open
to all those interested in joining the club and
are very relaxed and informal. They are due to
start on Wednesday 8th April at 6pm and run
throughout the season. Sessions take place at the
outdoor net area next to the main Blackbourne
building and as a result are dependent on good
weather. Please check the website for more
details.

As always, we are on the look out for new
players. Whether you are new to the game or
restarting your cricketing career after a break,
you will find a warm welcome at Elmswell
Cricket Club. We pride ourselves on our team
spirit with many opposition teams commenting
on how we are a joy to play against (and that’s
not just the teams that beat us!). If you enjoy
competitive yet enjoyable cricket then Elmswell
CC is the club for you. Please get in touch via
one of the methods below.

Upcoming Fixtures - April
19th Edwardstone Home
26th Battisford
Away
See the Club website for a full fixture list

Contact Us
Phone: Call Ian on 244139
Email: elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com
Web: elmswellcricketclub.co.uk
Twitter: @elmswellcricket

LILY WEBSTER
MEMORIAL
FUND
Lily was the victim of
Sudden Adult Death
Syndrome when she
collapsed and died at Stowmarket High
School. It kills 12 youngsters every week in
the UK alone.
Lily’s schoolmates have joined forces with
the charity Cardiac Risk in the Young – CRY
to fund screening for local young people.
Over the weekend of 23rd / 24th May four of
us ‘Lily’s Lovelies’ are taking on the Ultra
Challenge London to Brighton 100km.
Walk...and we would like your support.

Anyone
for Tennis?
Then come and join Woolpit
Tennis Club. The new season
starts in early April and
everyone is welcome.
•

We have four courts
available and a recently
extended club house

•

Coaching is available for all
ages and sessions start in
April

•

You could join one of our
friendly teams who play in
local tennis leagues

Membership provides access to
our courts for a year and costs
just

PLEASE....Donate online at
www.justgiving.com/lilyslovelies1

•

£77 adult

or text LLLB50 followed by £...to 70070

•

£25 junior

•

£165 family membership

MANY THANKS, Lily’s Lovelies

Which is great value for money!
If you would like to join the
tennis club or need more
information, then please come
along to the new season open
night at the Club on Thursday the 16th April
from 6:00 to 7:30pm
Or contact the Membership
Secretary on 07808 015408
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ELMSWELL
NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN

ELMSWELL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
PLAN?
WHAT IS A NEIGHBOURHOODmust
be taken into account by developers and by the planning

A neighbourhood plan is a legal document which
considering all future planning applications.
committee and planning officers at Mid Suffolk District Council when

URHOOD PLAN?
WHY DO WE NEED A NEIGHBOover
what development happens in Elmswell in the future then
If we, as a village, want to have any say in or control
will be decided by developers and
we need a Neighbourhood Plan. Without it, the size and nature of development
planners using policies and guidelines over which we have no control.

YOU WILL HAVE
NOTICED THE
QUESTIONNAIRE?

YOUR SAY
THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO HAVE
in the village. It is entirely anonymous. The reference number you see

This questionnaire is going to every household
or to the answers that he or she gives.
is simply there to avoid duplicate entries and cannot be linked to an individual
Suffolk who will give us the results.
The completed questionnaires will be handled by Community Action
will say how you, the residents of
The results of the questionnaire will form the Neighbourhood Plan, which
want the village to evolve in the future.

Elmswell,

Our thanks to the Newsletter
distribution team for the
considerable extra load which they
have carted round the village and
distributed...1775 sets of questions
designed to help determine the
factors that you feel are important
in guiding the development of the
village over the next 25 years.

chance to approve it in a vote organised by
In order to make the plan a binding document, the village will have the
Mid Suffolk District Council - just like an election.
If this happens, all future planning applications will be made in light of

the Plan’s conditions for development.

So it’s important that you complete the questionnaire!


into a
Every questionnaire received will qualify for entry

PRIZE DRAW

WIN Co-op grocery vouchers...
1st out wins £100 worth
2nd – 2 prizes of £50 worth
3rd – 4 prizes of £25.00

A different questionnaire has been
filled in by years 5 & 6 at Elmswell
School. Another is to go to all
Elmswell pupils at Thurston Upper
School, and the businesses in the
village will have their own version.

Results published in the Elmswell Newsletter
or at the Mace Stores.
Simply fill in the slip below and leave it at the Co-op

I HAVE COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED MY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE: PLEASE

ENTER ME FOT THE PRIZE DRAW.

..........................................................................................
NAME................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................

ADDRESS.........................................................................................................................

The questionnaires have been
put together using computer
software devised and managed by
Community Action Suffolk (CAS)
which used to be Suffolk ACRE.
The responses will all go back,
anonymously, on line directly to
CAS who can then produce analysis
of the answers in various forms.
The unique code which is given to
each responder cannot be traced
back to them individually – it
simply serves to prevent multiple
submissions. This information
guides the Steering Group towards
putting together a Neighbourhood
Plan – effectively a set of rules and
guidelines which all developers
must follow when considering
building in our village.

..........................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

The other half of the essential
background information required
for an effective plan is statistics
on a wide range of issues which
concern the planning process.
Biodiversity, population, house
types, traffic flows, projected school
admissions, social facilities that
exist and the use of them, business
and retail infrastructure, provision
of medical services...all this and
more will be measured and assessed
by professionals with planning
experience and with a track record
in helping to build Neighbourhood
Development Plans. Grant aid has
been accessed for the work so far,
and more will be available to ensure
that we can afford top quality
professional input and guidance.
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The Steering Group has consulted
widely on the process to date, and
will do so again with individuals
and groups on specific topics
and in public meetings as and
when the first draft of a Plan is
available – probably 6 months
away! A final draft then goes to
Mid Suffolk District Council who
check that proper procedures
have been followed and that the
evidence provided is suitable and
adequate. The plan then goes to an
independent inspector who must
agree that it is a properly researched
and appropriate. If the document
satisfies all these requirements
it is the subject of a referendum
– everyone has a vote, as in an
election, as to whether or not the
plan is adopted. If 50% or more
of those voting say ‘yes’, the plan
becomes part of the District Local
Plan – it has the strength of the law
behind it.
That is why this stage is so
important. The group must be able
to prove that it has consulted with
and involved the community as
widely as possible.
Please take the time to answer the
questions, and please do it on line
if at all possible. Group members –
their names are in the questionnaire
– will be only too pleased to help
with any aspect of this or answer
any queries.
To be in touch or to find
out more visit www.
elmswellneighbourhoodplan.
org.uk or email contactus@
elmswellneighbourhoodplan.org.uk
or scan the QR codes.

WEBSITE

FACEBOOK

AROUND & ABOUT
AUTUMN FAYRE
E
The Autumn Fayre has
woken from its winter
slumber, yawned,
t t h and
d
scratched and had a bit of a stretch
begun to roll like a lumbering juggernaut
towards its climax on Sunday 7th September.
Some things will be the same this year and
others will be different. The admission charge
will be dropped so, hopefully, visitor numbers
will increase. It has always been a bargain but the
fee did seem to deter some people. It certainly
caused some friction on the gate! The live music
will be ever-so-slightly different with a Southern
Rock/Americana combo doing the honours. I
have been to their gigs and they are really very
good. Our very own Elmswell Butchers will be
doing the Burgers and, judging by the wares
available in their superb shop, should take hot
dogs to a whole new level! We have cancelled
the Funfair and opted for a number of smaller
fairground attractions and I have found someone

to bring along some exotic creatures for the
youngsters to handle. Several people commented
on the absence of the popular petting zoo last
year after we were let down by the elderly couple
who were contemplating retirement when I
booked them (but took the booking, anyway).
The RAF sent confirmation of the Dakota
flypast, subject to the usual caveat regarding
operational requirements taking precedence.
Whether we will get a Spitfire bonus, or similar,
as last year I could not say but last year did show
that they will exceed their promise if they are
able.
Finally, I hope next month to announce a major
sponsor for this year and, hopefully, beyond,
which mean that the Fayre could get a face –lift
and a fillip and possibly more, but I have run
out of words beginning with ‘f ’! Negotiations
are just getting under way but thanks to Marian
Abbott, always a doughty Fayre supporter, for
her part in guiding the sponsor in our direction.
Peter Edmonds, Elmswell Amenities

ELMSWELL YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB SCORES AGAIN
The youth footballers of Elmswell go from strength to strength. No fewer than 3 of the teams have
made it through to the finals of their respective competitions. Last weekend, the U14’s won their
semi final 3-0, the U15’s won 2-1 and the U16’s romped home with a 6-1 victory.
Meanwhile...the U9’s, pictured here, have gone a step further. They won their final having been 2-0
down to claim the cup in a 3-2 victory!
Congratulations to all the players and to the dedicated adults who are supporting this great upsurge
in the fortunes of our youngsters on the football field.

Encouraging
young minds to
reach their
full potential
Flexible childare for
children aged 3 months
to 8 years including After
School and Holiday Club
Open 8am to 6pm
all year round
(various sessions
available)
We offer 15 hours
per week free childcare
for all 3 & 4 year olds.
Free Childcare available
to eligible 2 year olds
(please call the nursery
for more information)

Max, Dexter, Austin, Alfie (sitting) Alex, Archie, William, Harry, Jensen & Ben.

Extra activities offered
including Spanish Lessons,
Yoga and
Educational Visits
Station Road Elmswell
Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP30 9HD
For further information call:

01359 240592
or email

clarestreetfarm@aol.com

2014|2015

www.streetfarmdaynursery.co.uk
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Full Council is scheduled to meet on the 3rd Monday monthly, excepting August and avoiding bank holidays. The March meeting
took place in the Chamberlayne Hall annexe at Blackbourne on Monday 16th with all of the 11 councillors present, along with the
Parish Clerk, District Council Ward Member Cllr Mrs Sarah Mansel and 28 members of the public.
This report is compiled from that meeting by the Parish Clerk and edited by the Council’s Editorial Board which is made up of the
Council Chairman, Cllr David Barker, the Council Vice-chairman, Cllr Mrs Marian Abbott and Cllr Mike Friend, elected to do so
by his peers. It seeks to cover some of the more interesting or significant items thought to deserve wider public attention. Included,
where appropriate, are matters reported to the meeting by external bodies such as the Police and Ward Members or as raised at the
meeting by members of the public. Further background and reference to subsequent events are included where relevant.
The Minutes of recent Parish Council meetings and Committee meetings, together with the agenda for the next meeting, when
published, are available on line at www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk, in the Memorial Library and from the Parish Clerk by arrangement.
Bound copies of older Minutes are lodged with the Suffolk County Records Office in Bury St. Edmunds. The most recent Minutes,
from the January Council meeting, as approved at this meeting, are posted in the community notice board at the Co-op.
County Council
In a written report, Cllr Mrs Jane Storey
reported on the County Council’s annual
budget meeting at which it was agreed that
no council tax increase should be levied and
that savings of £38m should be made in the
forthcoming year. Details of this and all
other SCC meetings are available at www.
suffolk.gov.uk
Mid Suffolk District Council
Cllr Mrs Sarah Mansel tabled a written report
which included confirmation of a council
tax uplift of 1.75% on the part of Mid Suffolk
District Council, an increase of 5p per week
for the ‘average’ Band D property. Council
house rents are to be increased by 2.8%
which, on average, means an increase of £2.30
per week. Regarding Tudor Cottages on
School Road, the Council, having decided to
sell these, is to put them to the market again
having failed to reach their reserve at a recent
auction.
BMA
The Blackbourne Management Association,
which comprises user-groups and
representative Councillors, manages the
Council owned facilities at the community
complex at Blackbourne. The Secretary,
Cllr Peter Edmonds, reported on its most
recent meeting at which it was noted that the
insurers were arranging repairs to the storm
damaged roof at the new Jubilee Hall and
that the Bowls Club had made a donation
towards the repairs of accidental damage in
the pavilion caused by a visiting team. Boot
scrapers have been installed to help avoid
mud from the field being deposited on the car
park after football games. The most recent
extension to the facilities, the addition of a
meeting room, more storage and improved
disabled access has been successfully
completed. The Association has been asked
to support a proposal from the Bowls Club
who wish to find the finance to extend the
pavilion facilities which have, since the
building was first opened, been inadequate.
Fire Crew donation
Cllr Ann Richards proposed that a letter of
thanks be sent to the Elmswell Fire Crew for
their recent donation of £800.00 towards the
provision of seating at the Elmswell cemetery.
The firemen had noticed the lack of seating
when attending the unveiling of a plaque at

the bier shed in the cemetery marking the
completion of the refurbishment programme
which Cllr Richards had driven and to which
the firemen had also donated.
Election
The Clerk confirmed that he had nomination
forms and further information on the
forthcoming election town & parish council
election on 7th May. He undertook to deliver
nomination papers to the Returning Officer
if delivered to him by candidates on or
before 2nd April. Councillors agreed that
separate polling cards for the parish council
election were an unnecessary expense given
that polling cards will be issued for the
parliamentary & district council elections on
the same day.
Wesley chapel site
The Clerk reported on productive liaison
with Mid Suffolk officers, the Wesley
Management Committee, representatives
of the Wesley Church hierarchy and the
Elmswell Amenities Association towards
being in a position to try to secure for the
village the Wesley chapel site on School Road
when it is put to the market by the Methodist
Church. The Meeting agreed that this process
should continue towards the production
of a business plan for presentation to grant
aiding and funding bodies with the aim of
securing finance for the purchase of the site
for retention on behalf of the community in
perpetuity. Furthermore, that the Council
should register with Mid Suffolk an interest,
on behalf of the community partners, in
making a bid to purchase the site. A budget
of £1,000.00 was agreed towards the cost of
professional fees and other expenses in taking
the scheme forward.
Planning Appeal at
Linden Croft, School Road
The Planning Inspector’s decision in an
appeal by the developers, Hartog Hutton,
against the refusal by Mid Suffolk, the
Planning Authority, against an application for
3 houses on the site fronting Linden Croft on
School Road found resoundingly in favour
of the Developer. In summary, the Inspector
said that the Authority had ‘sought to prevent
or delay a development which should clearly
have been permitted’. The Authority must
pay the Developer’s costs.
26

Planning results The Meeting noted that
Permission has been granted for renovations
at Street Farm, a listed building, for the
erection of a horse walker at Elmswell Park
Stud and for alterations at the bungalow
adjacent to Oakdene on Ashfield Road, all
of which the Parish Council had supported.
Permission was also granted for the removal
of a walnut tree, the subject of a Tree
Preservation Order, at Grange House in
Bennett Avenue, on which the Parish Council
had made no comment.
Planning applications
Councillors agreed to support applications
for the erection of a conservatory to the
rear of 25 Warren Close, extensions and
alterations at Mercia International Aromatics
on the Station Road industrial estate, to a first
floor extension to an existing flat roof side
extension at 4, Mill Gardens, to renovations
of the storm porch and the replacement of
a garage at The Blooms on Farm Meadow,
a listed building, and for the erection of a
detached garage at Linden Croft, School
Road.
Library Friends grant
It was agreed that £200.00 be given to the
Elmswell Library Friends for the provision
of a notice board in the Memorial Library as
part of the group’s refurbishment scheme.
Audit
Town and parish councils are exhaustively
audited both for their financial probity and
for their governance within the regulations
and statute that proscribe their operations
and activities. At one level an independent
and suitably qualified auditor must conduct
an internal audit of the council’s affairs
with free access to all accounts and other
documents. The meeting agreed that the
Suffolk Association of Local Councils, which
offers an audit service independent of its day
to day activities supporting local councils,
should be appointed to carry out the Internal
Audit of Elmswell parish council for the 2014
/ 2015 financial year.
Roadway at Blackbourne
As part of the on-going commitment to
improving the village’s main social facility
at The Blackbourne, Councillors agreed to
accept a bid of £19,792 from Messrs. AE

White, for the construction of a tarmac
roadway from the car park to the rear of the
Phase II extension. This will provide more
parking and, most importantly, allow access
to the rear of the Jubilee Hall when it is used
for fairs, displays and other large events. The
bid was one of 3 which were submitted under
the Council’s formal tendering process.
BMX track
The Meeting agreed to submit a planning
application for a BMX / Cycle Skills track
on the site at Old Schools Court. A pledge
of £400.00 from the Elmswell Fire Fighters
towards safety equipment, to be triggered
should Approval be granted, was noted.

Holiday Club grant
It was agreed that a grant of £300.00 be
made to the children’s holiday club run
by Christians Together in Elmswell at
Blackbourne for a week in August.
Recycling centre stewardship
Councillors agreed that a letter of thanks
should got to the ElmsWild group who have
thoroughly and energetically looked after
the Station Road recycling facility, including
the clearing of the overgrown hedge adjacent
which has made the site easier to clean in
future. A grant of £200.00 is to be made to
the Group’s funds.

Next meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for 20th April
at 7.30 in The Blackbourne. The public are,
as ever, welcome to attend all Council and
Council committee meetings and the agenda
will always offer opportunities for questions
and comment. Agendas are published on
line at www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk, on the
Council’s notice board at Crown Mill and in
the community notice board at the Co-op
outside the Post Office.

Enquiries on any or all of the above, or on any Council matter, are invited through the Parish Clerk,
Peter Dow at the Parish Clerk’s Office, Station Road, Elmswell IP30 9HR. telephone 01359 244134
email clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk.
The office is situated on the Station Road Industrial estate, behind the Fox pub and right next to the railway linee
above Gobblins factory premises. It is open for business on weekdays from 9.00am – 5.30 pm, excepting Bank Holidays.
The answerphone is monitored daily.

ROAD CLOSURES
The Parish council has long campaigned for more information, consultation and control at our local level on roadworks, particularly when
they mean road closures. Contrary to popular belief, and to common sense, there is no such liaison except for the larger jobs which are
planned well in advance. Hence the pop-up nature of such works without notice.

Statutory Undertakers – the utilities companies, Network Rail, etc., can close a road or install traffic controls or just dig a
hole in case of emergency at no notice at all. This makes sense, but it would help if they could tell the Council - we’d pay for the call
– so that we can deal with queries and concerns from residents, particularly relating to the duration of the works. We might also then have a
contact to deal with the frequent confusion caused when the signage is left, telling people that roads are closed or that diversions are in place
long after the job is done and the last cup of tea drunk.
2 recent overnight closures of the rail crossing and traffic controls at Church Hill and on Ashfield Road are cases in point...they appear
without warning and leave many people frustrated without explanation. When they are in touch with the Clerk’s office, we know nothing –
which is annoying for all concerned.
On the occasions that Council is informed, notices are posted on the 2 notice boards at the Co-op and on Crown Mill and in the Newsletter
if time allows, but this type of work is, generally, well publicised by road sign advance warning so that regular users are aware.
For example:

NOTIFICATION OF ROAD CLOSURES
For the week beginning Monday 20th April, the following roads will be closed for drainage improvements –
although it might be for a shorter period if progress allows:
Wetherden Road from Jubilee Terrace towards Wetherden as far as Kate’s Lane;
Kate’s Lane (technically in Wetherden) as far as Captain’s Lane.
During this period, the 71/2 tonne weight restriction on Warren Lane will be lifted.

CONTACTING YOUR
LOCAL SAFER
NEIGHBOURHOOD
TEAM (SNT)

FOOTPATH WALK
Our next walk starts, as usual, from Crown Mill, on

SUNDAY 12th APRIL

To speak to an officer from your local SNT, because they
may well be out on patrol, the easiest option is to telephone
the number 101, which is the new number across England
and Wales for local police forces. You will then be told you
are being put through to Suffolk Constabulary’s Police HQ,
where you can speak to the operator and either ask to be put
through to a particular officer, or to Mid Suffolk South Safer
Neighbourhood team office.

beginning at 11.00 am
Open to all comers & lead by Footpath Officer Dick Burch
A couple of hours gentle walking on the footpaths
in and around Elmswell

As an alternative you can email them directly
through the following link:
Email: midsuffsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Dogs on leads welcome
– stout shoes recommended
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What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.
For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.
April 2015
2

Elmswell Exchange Afternoon WI
Wesley Hall at 2pm Members Meeting
9
Over 55’s club Mystery Day out
9
Elmswell History Group 15th
Anniversary meeting, Wesley Hall.
7.30pm, Report on our WW1 research findings
into RFC Elmswell, and social effects of the war
onto the Elmswell area and its inhabitants.
10
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
11/12 Elmswell History Group EXHIBITION, Wesley
Hall, 11am-4pm - “Elmswell & Memories of the
Great War”. FREE ENTRY and refreshments.
13
Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church at 7.45pm Florry Heller on Pearls
16
Food ‘n’ Friends Elmswell Baptist Church midday
17
St. John’s Ladies Lunch Group
at The Wesley Hall. 11.30am
21
Gardening Club - 7.30pm Blackbourne
Talk: Hedgehogs and Wildlife Gardening
21
Elmswell Exchange Social Club. Wesley Hall
2.30pm. Bingo + Bring & Buy Stall
22
Elmswell Library Friends AGM at the Library
commencing 6:30 pm.
23
Over 55’s club music by Shipshape
24
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
24
Fire Crew Bingo session at Blackbourne
Eyes down 7.30

4
5
9
11

11
12
16

16
18
19
19
20
21
26

July 2015
2
3

May 2015
1

6
6
7
8
11

14
14

12
15
19
19
21

22
29

Wine Experience. Spanish Wines and Tapas with
Bob Stopp at the Library. Tickets available from
the Library. Price £12.50 each.
Elmswell Exchange WI Annual Meeting and
Resolutions
Elmswell Exchange Afternoon WI Wesley Hall at
2pm Annual General Meeting & Resolutions
Over 55’s club Bingo
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church at 7.45pm Rachel Andrews on Eye Care
in Bangladesh.
Food ‘n’ Friends Elmswell Baptist Church midday
Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall.
7.30pm, Speaker: Nick Sign: “John Winthrop
of Groton, and the 1630 Expedition to USA’s
Boston, Massachusetts”
Elmswell WI AGM and Resolutions we meet at
7.30 p.m. at Blackbourne.
St. John’s Ladies Lunch Group
at The Wesley Hall. 11.30am
Gardening Club - 7.30pm Blackbourne
Talk: Elmswild – Kiln Meadow Update
Elmswell Exchange Social Club. Outing - To be
arranged
Over 55’s club Stowmarket Concert
Band Open Evening visitors welcome
pay on the door see May newsletter for more
information
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Fire Crew Bingo session at Blackbourne
Eyes down 7.30

30/31 Woolpit Steam Rally
At Warren Farm, Wetherden, IP14 3JX

June 2015
1

Ladies Friendship Group outing to Columbyne
Hall and Gardens in Stowupland. Meet at chapel
at 6.30pm. Phone Margaret on 241541 to book
your place. Open to men as well.

Over 55’s club Details T B C
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Elmswell WI ‘A journey to Citizenship’ Linda
Scoles we meet at 7.30 p.m. at Blackbourne.
Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall.
7pm A.G.M., then Speaker Mark Mower:
“Crime on the Home Front – law-breaking in the
two World Wars”
Food ‘n’ Friends Elmswell Baptist Church midday
St. John’s Ladies Lunch Group
at The Wesley Hall. 11.30am
Elmswell Exchange Social Club. Wesley Hall
2.30pm. Talk by Graham & Sandra Mack on
‘Letters from the 1st World War’
Gardening Club - 7.30pm Blackbourne
Talk: Bats & Work of Suffolk Wildlife Bat Group
Over 55’s club outing to Poppy Factory with
Lunch and Tour
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Organ Concert in St John’s Church 7pm
Coffee Morning in St John’s Church 10am
Annual Service The Friends of St John’s Church
10.30am
Fire Crew Bingo session at Blackbourne
Eyes down 7.30

9
9
10
14
16
17
21
30
31
31

Over 55’s club Ploughmans Supper
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Elmswell History Group – Annual Outing: To
be arranged
Food ‘n’ Friends Elmswell Baptist Church midday
St. John’s Ladies Lunch Group
at The Wesley Hall. 11.30am
Elmswell WI Outing
Over 55’s club Music by Jim Bob Duo
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Elmswell Exchange Social Club. Wesley Hall.
2.30pm AGM - Strawberry Tea + Raffle
Over 55’s club outing to Felixstowe “The Hut”
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Fire Crew Bingo session at Blackbourne
Eyes down 7.30

August 2015
3
11
13
14
27
28
28

Over 55’s club Holiday to Weymouth
reservations now being taken
Elmswell WI Members meeting we meet at 7.30
p.m. at Blackbourne.
Over 55’s club Bingo
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Over 55’s club Outing Carvery Lunch and boat
trip
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Fire Crew Bingo session at Blackbourne
Eyes down 7.30

September 2015
6
7

8
10
10

Autumn Fayre - enquiries Peter Edmonds
241640
Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church at 7.45pm Sue & Dave from Fresh Start
on making soaps.
Elmswell WI Harvest Supper
we meet at 7.30 p.m. at Blackbourne.
Food ‘n’ Friends Elmswell Baptist Church midday
Over 55’s club Mike Reed entertains

11
15
15
18
18
24
25
25
26

26

“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Gardening Club - 7.30pm Blackbourne
Talk: From Mountain to Garden
Elmswell Exchange Social Club.
Outing - To be arranged
St. John’s Ladies Lunch Group
at The Wesley Hall. 11.30am
Elmswell Exchange Social Club. Wesley Hall.
2.30pm Shared Lunch + Raffle
Over 55’s club Harvest Supper
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Fire Crew Bingo session at Blackbourne
Eyes down 7.30
Christian Aid Quiz at Elmswell Baptist Church
at 7pm. Teams of up to 6. £7 per head including
food.
Elmswell Baby & Toddler Group
Nearly New Sale

October 2015
5

8
8
9
13
16
20
20

22
23
30

Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church at 7.45pm Pip Wright on History from
old local newspapers.
Over 55’s club Music by Jim Hawkins
Food ‘n’ Friends Elmswell Baptist Church midday
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Elmswell WI ‘Story of silk and Pashmina’ Jenny
Gibbs
St. John’s Ladies Lunch Group
at The Wesley Hall. 11.30am
Gardening Club - 7.30pm Blackbourne
Talk: Plants for Difficult Places
Elmswell Exchange Social Club. Wesley Hall.
2.30pm Talk & Slides by Mr Parfitt - ‘The Realm
of the Polar Bear’
Over 55’s club Outing Wherry Carvery &
Lowestoft
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Fire Crew Bingo session at Blackbourne
Eyes down 7.30

November 2015
2

5
6
10
12
13
17
19
20

Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church at 7.45pm Paul Kemp with an Update on
home in Romania.
Over 55’s club Sausage Supper
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon
Elmswell WI ‘Craft’ we meet at 7.30 p.m. at
Blackbourne
Food ‘n’ Friends Elmswell Baptist Church midday
St. John’s Ladies Lunch Group
at The Wesley Hall. 11.30am
Elmswell Exchange Social Club. Wesley Hall.
2.30pm Talk to be arranged + Bring & Buy Stall
Over 55’s club Gala bingo night
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am -12 noon

..and at The Wesley Hall each week...
Winters Academy children’s dance classes...
Saturday mornings in term time
5-8 yr. olds 9.30 -10.30
9-13 yr olds 10.30 – 11.00
£4.00 per hour

Every Tuesday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Elmswell Art Club

Tell us more - telephone 241841 or email: elmswellamenities@f2s.com
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For a friendly

and

professional approach

✔ practical advice ✔ experienced staff
family law

✔ personal service

Burnett Barker
Solicitors

child care
employment
conveyancing
personal injury

(01284) 701131

business advice

3 Hatter Street
Bury St Edmunds IP33 1LZ

leases
wills & probate
trusts and tax

Fax: (01284) 760310
Email: bb@burnettbarker.co.uk

licensing
crime
housing
consumer issues
debt advice

F. G. BROWN
– OPTICIANS

BJW
PLUMBING & HEATING

Denmark House,
41 Bury Street,
Stowmarket

YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation
Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling
Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes
Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust
for all the family including:Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry
A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

200169

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549

Your sight care is our priority

Badminton courts available during
the day @ £5.00 p.h. and to fit
around evening bookings @ £6.00
...call 244134 to register and book

Regular meetings at Blackbourne

Monday

Wednesday

Sunday

Guides 6.30 – 8.00,

Scouts 5.45 – 9.00
Jujutsu martial arts class 7.00 – 9.00

Sozo Home Church 10.30 – 12.30, usually every 3rd
Sunday. All welcome. www.sozohomechurch.com

Youth Club 7.00 – 9.00, Zumba 6.00 – 7.00

Thursday
Tuesday
Beavers 5.15 – 6.30
Slimming World 5.30 & 7.30
WI (2nd Tuesday monthly) 7.00 – 10.30
Gardening club (3rd Tuesday monthly) 7.00 – 10.00

Brownies 5.30 – 8.00
Over 55’s 7.00 – 10.00 (2nd & 4th monthly)

Friday
Bingo (last Friday monthly) eyes down 7.30
BATS – Badminton & Table Sports – 7.00 – 10.00
FIT4ALL with Jo Butcher 9.30 – 11.00

To make a booking enquiry
Call; 244134
Email; clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

THE FOX
STATION ROAD, ELMSWELL

01359 242908
01359 244662
PUB - RESTAURANT

• HIGH CLASS THAI RESTAURANT
• SERVING GREAT THAI FOOD
• GREAT BEERS
• BEER GARDEN
• CHILDRENS PLAYGROUND
• CAR PARK
• POOL TABLE

SUNDAY ROAST ONLY £7.95 PER PERSON
Totally Refurbished

TAKEAWAY SERVICE FOR THAI FOOD
SPECIAL 10% DISCOUNT ON TAKEAWAYS
Printed by Printing for Pleasure 01473 652354

