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 EDITORIAL
Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate.   
If you wish to comment, please do so via the office at Gobblins on the industrial estate behind the Fox or via email at; 
elmswellamenities@f2s.com.  We reserve the right to edit any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

Your Newsletter has been published by the Elmswell Amenities Association (Registered Charity No 304879) on the 
first Friday of every month since 1986.  The advertising administration and the printing are handled professionally 
– otherwise the whole enterprise is voluntary, including our team of 36 distributors.  The costs are covered by 
advertising, so, please, support our advertisers, and do mention us if and when you use them. Last year the magazine 
made a contribution of £10,936.00 to the Association’s funds – all of it directed to improvements in the village.

They were at the receiving end of the rather 
confusingly named, ‘Road Works’.

Our older reader may remember Bernard 
Cribbins, a musical entertainer of limited 
vocal range but the wit to compensate.  Before 
dabbling as a Womble and popping up in Dr 
Who, he sang of Road Works.  He explained:   
There was I,  
Diggin’ this ‘ole, 
‘Ole in the ground, 
So big and sort of round it was’… 
and went on to detail the advice proffered by, 
‘this bloke in a bowler’:..   
“ Don’t dig it there, dig it elsewhere. 
You’re digging it round and it ought to be square. 
The shape of it’s wrong, it’s much too long, 
And you can’t put a hole where a hole don’t 
belong.” 
Those were the good old days.  Someone cared 
about the ‘oles in our ground.  The people who 
dug them cared about the ‘oles they dug.  They 
would dig, find the problem, fix the problem, 
fill in again, top it off and go ‘ome.  The traffic 
would be warned, sometimes by a ‘Stop & Go’ 
man, sometimes with the all-encompassing 
explanation, ‘Road Works’.  And usually the road 
did just that.  It worked.

It is now differently organised.  We have 
progressed.  It is managed.

Firstly, come the signs.  These are, it seems, 
selected at random from some far-flung 
depot and loaded on to a truck to be dotted 
about the place in the vicinity of the proposed 
Road Works. They advise of narrow roads, of 
closed roads and of diverted roads.  They are 
placed with little regard to logic, geography or 
convenience. They are usually augmented by the 
dreaded cones, and this often so far in advance 
of the ‘works’ that the local residents have soon 
moved them out of the way so that life and 
commerce can continue.  And, for that special 
occasion, there are temporary traffic lights.  

Then the ‘ole.  A separate operation.  If a big 
‘ole is needed, there is an ancillary stage where 
the arisings from the exercise are piled nearby 
awaiting a grab truck to pick it up and take it 
away.

Excitement peaks when, within a day or so, the 
technical chaps arrive and fix whatever the ‘ole 
contains that needs fixing.  This is usually the 
quickest stage and one at which the uninitiated 
will declare, ‘Job done.  Soon be back to normal.’  
But there’s still the ‘ole.  And the signs, the cones 
and, possibly, the lights.

Another team, another day.  Soil back in it, our 
‘ole is no more.  But, patience, please, the filling 
team are not the topping-off team.  They’re on 
another job.

Eventually, topped off, finished, safe, 
secure and…still signed as closed, 
diverted or under the tyranny of the 
lights.  We await the sign chappies to 
collect the tools of their trade, always 
grateful for the ones they leave to 
confuse or just to be in the way.

Two recent examples make the case for 
a re-think.

Network Rail told us they were going 
to close the crossing overnight, 
although always allowing for 
pedestrian and cycle access.  It was 
closed for 2 days and 2 nights.  Pedestrian and 
cycle access was denied and groups heading for 
the Fox, on foot, to enjoy Jimmy’s Sunday lunch 
were advised to divert over Lord’s Bridge.  The 
walkers suggested that, as there were no trains, 
they could cross the line at the station and avoid 
a mile long walk on a hot day.  They were duly 
warned that they would be reported for trespass.  
They walked.

Anglian Water told the World at large by email 
on 29th September of the closure of Station Road 
from 28th September to 29th September.  The 
leak had been evident for 2 weeks and the road 
marked with the inevitable spray paint for a 
week.  Nevertheless, the procedure, as above, 
was followed and chaos ensued.  Residents 
removed the signs and cones prior to the 
works beginning and after they were finished, 
reasoning that if there was no work going on, 
there were no signs necessary.  Others simply 
marvelled at the inadequacy of the proposed 
‘diversions’.  There was a suggestion that a catch-
all sign counselling, ‘Follow the Yellow Brick 
Road’, would be less fantastical.

A re-think on this silly and aggravating situation 
is called for by many local communities – not 
least Sudbury which has been recently brought 
to a complete halt by ill coordinated, poorly 
planned and badly managed works on the part 
of the Statutory Undertakers.  Their name hints 
at the problem – as ‘Statutory’ Undertakers, 
they are a law onto themselves.  They have to be.  
There are going to be life-threatening hazards 
related to problems with the railway, with gas 
supplies, electricity infrastructure and the like 
where action has to be swift and decisive.  In 
those circumstances they do a great job.

When it comes to the more mundane side of 
their business, minds need to be concentrated.  

The road closure should be costed and charged 
by the hour to the contractor who then has an 
incentive to get the job done.  From the minute 
the first sign goes up to the last sweeping of the 
carriageway at an hourly rate sufficient to make 
an impression.  And that funding to go towards 
a local input via the town & parish councils 
who know the area and the people.  They say 
what signs and where – taking 
charge of the siting if they are 
able and they monitor the 
process.

The new system might well 
start by asking the question, 
‘How many luminar-
replacement operatives should 
it take to change a light bulb.?

Your Newsletter Fact File
For the next 6 months we need copy by:
October 25th November 22nd 
December 27th January 24th 
February 21st March 28th
...and don’t forget you can view and buy most of 
the photographs in the magazine - and a whole 
lot more -  by visiting the ‘Elmswell Gallery’ site 
www.elmswellgallery.com or ask at the Memorial 
Library or ring us on 241841.
Your editors: 
Jean Barker, Maggie Bushell, Peter Dow
Published on the first Friday  of every month by 
the Elmswell Amenities Association
Reg. Charity No. 304879.
1,776 copies delivered free to households and to 
businesses in the community.
A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by 
advertising.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS.

MEN AT WORK…but do be quick, or you’ll miss it.
Thus the resigned tone of those trying to be about their 
business around the centre of the village in recent weeks.

‘Men at Work?’
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ELMSWELL  
ART CLUB
Sad news this month.  Cecil 
Taylor who was a member 
of our club and a brilliant 
artist died.  His wife, Sylvia 
who was also a member, 
has given some of his work 
and art equipment to us 
to sell, with the proceeds 
going to the East Anglian 
Air Ambulance.  Cecil was 
100 years old and I wrote 
about him in this magazine 
when he celebrated his 
birthday.  All of us at the 
club send our condolences 
to Sylvia.

Our club chairman, Jo Hale 
gave a demonstration and 
instruction on calligraphy 
which was very well 
attended and enjoyed by all.

The pictures this month are 
by John Welford (Chico the 
Parrot - watercolour) and 
Ted Evans (Cockerpoo – 
pastels).  Chico is owned by 
Dee, from the Post Office 
– I am sure he is thrilled to 
have a painting of his much 
loved pet.  

Denise Lawrence
Club Secretary  
01359 245207

 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

DOG FOULING
Mid Suffolk are encouraging residents to report 
the thoughtless dog owners who continue to 
blight our streets and public spaces by allowing 
their dogs to foul them and leave the result as an 
unhealthy public nuisance.

They are aiming to step up the imposition of 
Fixed Penalty Fines of £50.00 and prosecutions 
in the worst cases where the fine limit is £1,000.

REPORT OFFENDERS

on 01473 826622

or via environmentalhealth@midsuffolk.gov.uk

For a neighbourly autumn, 
please control

HEDGES…that might be in the 
way of the pavement

DOGS…that might be leaving 
dangerous and unpleasant mess

BONFIRES…that could be 
ruining someone’s washing
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Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs

on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs

• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3
The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.

Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30

Sat 8:30 - 1:00

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required

• CAMBELT   • HEAD GASKETS
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Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Curtains
• Hard Floors

call Peter on 01359 241577
email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk

ServiceMaster West Suffolk

Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

  
 
 

HAYWARDS 
SOLICITORS 

 
FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 

 
We offer Fixed Fees at Competitive Rates 

 
Telephone: (01449) 613631 

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk   
www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk 

Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients. 
7 - 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ 

F. G. BROWN  
– OPTICIANS

Denmark House,  
41 Bury Street,  

Stowmarket

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030
As independent opticians we offer a more 

personalised eyecare service that you can trust 
for all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination

Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames

and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses

Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priority

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Elmswell Newsletter - 9x12.pdf   1   12/02/2016   09:37ON STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE (Behind The Fox)
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

POWER CUTS &  
SUPPLY SAFETY
New national helpline – 

Dial 105
powercut105.com

for more information

ELMSWELL  
GARDENING CLUB
Welcome to our Gardening Club autumn season.  
It seems a long time since our wonderful Open 
Gardens in July and our summer outing to the 
Beth Chatto Gardens.  Our Treasurer, Nick 
Chamberlin, told us that 170 people purchased 
tickets to view our Open Gardens and that part of 
the sale proceeds will go to Woolpit Health Centre 
and part to the sponsorship of a bench at Crown 
Mill.  Definitely a welcome asset for the village.  
We had a slight disappointment, as our September 
speaker was unable to attend.  Luckily, Catherine 
was able to give us a short synopsis of the talk 
we would have heard.  Our absent speaker, Vicki 
Martin, had a son Horatio who hoped to train 
as a doctor.  During school holidays Horatio 
volunteered at the Spinal Treatment Centre of 
Salisbury Hospital and, after consultation with 
spinal injury patients, Horatio proposed designing 
a garden which would not only be beautiful 
but accessible for wheelchairs and beds in all 
weathers - a sanctuary away from the wards.  
Before Horatio could carry out his plans, disaster 
struck.  He was on an expedition to Svalbard in 
the Artic when his encampment was attacked by 
a polar bear.  Four of the expedition were injured 
but Horatio was killed – he was just 17.  In the 
aftermath of this tragedy, family and friends 
supported Horatio’s vision and, one year after his 
death, the first ‘Horatio’s Garden’ was opened in 
Salisbury.   Since then two more gardens have 
been opened in Glasgow and at Stoke Mandeville 
and the work continues through ‘Horatio’s 
Garden’ charity.
Nick saved the evening by producing, at a 
moment’s notice, a slideshow of a cruise he and 
his wife took a few years ago along the West 
Coast of Alaska.  They boarded their small ship in 
Juneau, and, being small, it was able to negotiate 
the tiny islands and sail close to the magnificent 
glaciers.  It was hard to visualize how huge 
the glaciers were, groaning their way through 
the mountains and crashing into the sea.  We 
marvelled at the kaleidoscope of colours among 
the white icebergs and were interested to see that 
further down the coast, passengers could walk on 
slippery boardwalks through a rain forest where 
all kinds of ferns and plants benefitted from 
alluvial glacier deposits.  
Brenda Begg announced our annual competition 
would be for the best ‘Non-Floral Autumnal 
Display’ and the challenge cup presented at 
our November meeting.  Our next Gardening 
Club meeting will be on Tuesday, 17th October, 
7.30pm at the Blackbourne, when we will have a 
talk on ‘Good Companions’ given by Tim Fuller 
of Plantsman’s Preference Garden Centre.  Tim 
will also be bringing with him some unusual, yet 
garden-worthy, plants for sale.  The Gardening 
Club has a diverse autumn programme of 
speakers and if you wish to find out more, join 
us at one of our lively meetings.  Even as a visitor 
it is only £3.00.  Full details are at the end of the 
Newsletter under ‘What’s On’.  Our 
meetings are friendly and informal, 
so give us a try.    For further 
information please contact  
Nick Chamberlin on 242601.

ELMSWELL EXCHANGE 
SOCIAL CLUB 
After welcoming everyone to the meeting and 
giving the safety notices, Sylvia introduced our 
speaker Margo Harrison and Pebbles the dog.

Margo is a volunteer for Hearing Dogs for deaf 
people. She has been losing her hearing for 18 
years and explained how the specially trained 
dogs make such a difference to people’s lives.

The key words that reflect the difference the 
dogs make are independence, confidence and 
companionship.

Margo works at West Suffolk Hospital and ex-
plained that before she had Pebbles she was left 
behind during a fire drill as she was in an office 
and didn’t hear the alarm.

It was explained that the main breeds used in 
this work are cocker spaniels, Labradors, poodles 
and some crosses of these breeds. The dogs are 
matched to their owners and living conditions. 
Puppies live in the homes of volunteer trainers 
for 14 to 16 months. They are introduced to dif-
ferent sights, sounds and environments. Puppy 
classes are attended and obedience and sound 
work are taught. For instance dogs are taught 
to jump on the bed to wake people up. Smaller 
dogs nudge people with their paws to alert them 
and larger dogs use their noses. They can be 
taught to respond to doorbells, alarm clocks, text 
alerts and oven timers. The dogs are taught to lie 
down for danger such as smoke alarms.

The dogs wear burgundy coats while they are 
working and are allowed in all public buildings. 
Margo takes Pebbles to work in the hospital. It 
usually takes 2 years to be given a dog. They are 
usually retired at about 10 years and you can 
keep the dog as a pet and then have another 
trained dog.

The scheme is funded by puppy sponsorship, 
gifts in wills and local and corporate support. 
After a dog is placed it takes about 6 months for 
the dog and owner to work together properly. 
The owners found that the dogs made them feel 
much more secure and confident and helped 
them to feel less stressed, lonely and vulnerable.

We thanked Margo for an interesting and 
informative talk. Pebbles sat quietly throughout 
the talk.

After refreshments and the raffle we were 
reminded that Mr. Parfitt would be speaking 
about his visit to the Himalayas at the October 
meeting.

On Wednesday the club had an enjoyable outing 
to the Suffolk Punch Trust.

Our thanks to Anice for organis-
ing the trip.

New members always 
welcome.

Enquiries to Sylvia 241 505

ELMSWELL HISTORY 
GROUP (formerly Elmswell 
Millennium History Group)
On 8 September the speaker was Peter Davidson 
– his subject was ‘Ups and Downs – Barnardo’s 
Foster Children in Suffolk, 1890-1950’. (Ups and 
Downs was a magazine published by Barnardo’s 
in Canada).

Thomas Barnardo was born in Dublin in 1845 and 
as a young man trained as a doctor at the London 
Hospital in Whitechapel.

The East end of London suffered bad housing, 
unemployment and poverty; cholera left many 
families destitute. In 1867 Barnardo set up a 
‘Ragged School’ where poor children could get a 
basic education and a few years later he opened his 
first home for boys where they learned carpentry 
and shoemaking, thus gaining employment.

No child was ever turned away from the Barnardo’s 
home, to which he added a mission church and 
other properties.

When he married in 1873 he and his wife were 
given the lease on Mossford Lodge in Barkingside 
where they opened a home for girls. By 1900 there 
was an estate of 65 cottages, a school, a hospital and 
a church, eventually housing 1500 girls who were 
mostly trained for domestic service. 

Barnardo believed that a family was the best 
place to bring up children and a fostering scheme 
was established, whereby children were boarded 
out to families in the country, including Suffolk. 
Wickham Skeith was one of the villages in this area 
and a recent exhibition has been held to tell the 
story of the Barnardo children brought up there.

Barnardo’s, together with other agencies caring for 
children sent children to Australia, Canada and 
the USA where they worked as domestic servants 
and farm workers.

Today the Society continues to help children in 
poverty, support young carers and help families 
who are looking to foster or adopt a child.

The History Group meets on the second Thursday 
of the month at the Wesley Hall, School Road at 
7.30pm and everyone is welcome. Our October 
meeting will be held on Thursday 8 October when 
the speaker will be Christine Redington and her 
subject will be ‘Women’s Work in the Great War’.

(Tickets for our December meeting will be 
available).

For more information about the History Group 
please go to our web site www.elmswell-history.
org.uk or telephone Stella Chamberlin on 01359 
242601.
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01284  763413
brownfamily2481@gmail.com

01359 242420 

MOT testing, servicing, repairs and diagnostic facility for all 
types of cars and commercials. Winter checks available.. 

Collection and delivery service on request.  

Find us at: Station Road Industrial Estate, Elmswell, IP30 9HR 

MOT CENTRE MOT CENTRE 

 

The Railway Station, Station Road,   
Elmswell,  Bury St Edmunds,  
Suffolk, IP30 9HA 
Tel: 01359 242555    
email: elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk 

Follow in Joanna Lumley’s Footsteps  

 

Japan’s Golden Route 10 Day Tour  
from £3,099 Per Person 

Price includes: flights, accommodation, tour guides, bullet 
train, day tours and meals as stated  

Highlights include: Tokyo, Kamakura, Yokohama, 
Mt.Fuji, Hakone, Nara, Kyoto, Hiroshima  

Please call for further information, Terms and conditions apply 

 

The Railway Station,  
Station Road, Elmswell,  

Bury St Edmunds,  
Suffolk, IP30 9HA 
Tel: 01359 242555   

elmswell@travel-op.co.uk 
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

ELMSWELL OVER 55’s CLUB
The Orwell Lady river trip was bathed in glorious sunshine from the time we left Ipswich 
heading out through the lock gates down stream past the busy docks as the Orwell 
Bridge came in sight the skipper spotted that the traffic east bound was at a standstill. 
As we made our way down river numerous points of interest were pointed out to us.

Below deck the caterers 
had laid out a grand 
afternoon tea which 
we partook of slightly 
earlier that planned as 
the temperature was 
soring and the food would have wilted. The array of 
sandwiches and savories was out of this world only to be followed by cakes pastrys and 
scones strawberries and cream.

On the way back the skipper slowed under the bridge to look for any sign of the falcons 
which may have been setting close to the nesting boxes which have been fitted to one of 
the columns.

Sadly it was soon time to land at Orwell Quay after a very pleasant afternoon out.

We had a good turn out at our Harvest Supper when the tables were laid out with a Harvest Theme 
with flower arrangements provided by Stella, the committee prepared a meal of Ham New Potatoes 
and Salad followed by a selection of desserts. The evenings entertainment was provided by Gwyn 
Pritchard this event being funded by the donation from the Firemans Charity.

Our final September meeting saw the return of “Hank” from Gt Yarmouth who entertained us in his 
unique way.

October there is Bingo on Thursday 6th followed by “Mike Reed on Thursday 20th which is an open 
evening so please come along and join us.

November 3rd we will be having Hot Dogs followed by a Quiz to suit all there may even be some 
prizes for the winning tables.

Xmas Party Menus will be handed out for return by November 17th                                                                                                                             Diann  241002

ELMSWELL CAMERA GROUP
It was nice to see and meet every one again after the summer break.  
Fortunately no one had any problems with there photography whilst 
on there hols, and we look forward to seeing some of the results.
Some suggestions were put forward for the coming year and we will 
try to incorporate these in the program.

Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday October 4th 
7.30pm Blackbourne, 
usual room and on 
November 1st 7.30pm 
again at the Blackbourne.
Any one is welcome to 
along and join in, bring 
your camera and find out 
how the bits and pieces 
on it work.
For further information 
phone 241431
Mike

Hank entertaining

Taking in the view from the ‘Orwell Lady’

Relaxing on the ‘Orwell Lady’
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Lee Brand
Plasterer

Tel: 01359 245924      
Mobile: 07927 519909

Email: rockyfosgate@aol.com
Re-skims

New Builds

Artex Ceilings/Walls Flattened

Coving

Insurance Work

Free Estimates

TONY FISHER
PLUMBING & PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
• 24hr Emergency Callout
• Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
• Bathroom/shower 

installation
• Tanks/cylinders/radiators
• Tiling floors/walls
• Painting & Decorating
• General DIY jobs
• Garden Maintenance

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743
Reliable & Friendly Service!

S E RV I C E S
maintaining helpful solutions

Call Richard on 01359 245101/07926 132717

All household + Property Maintenance

Grass cutting, Strimming + Hedging

Driving

Flat Pack Furniture Assembly

Commercial work also undertaken

I have lived locally for many years, 
I am reliable, fully insured and 
offer quality work at reasonable 
and affordable rates.  If you have 
a job that needs doing – however 
small – just give me a call.  I love 
the jobs you hate!

Nothing is a problem,  
I can offer the solution.

M.O.T. DUE
Require a quick reliable service ?

M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.

Tests available for all types of cars 
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.

Local collection service available.

Also repairs and servicing available 
on request.

D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP

GROVE LANE  
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

ELMSWELL

PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

PAUL SCASE
Home Improvements

Painting
Interior & Exterior

Painting
• Using the best named paints to 

give you a professional finish

• Colour charts provided to give 
you the best choice of colours

Carpentry
• Wardrobes made to your 

design

• Floor to ceiling,  
wall to wall

Excellent Rates
Tel:  01359 241051         Mobile: 07745 250440

CRJ 
Accountancy
The Tax and Accountancy Service 

for Small Businesses  
and Taxpayers

Self Assessment, Tax Returns, 
Annual Accounts, Book-Keeping, 

Employed, Self-Employed or 
Starting a New Business

For a free initial discussion without 
obligation call

Clive Jenkins 
Tel 01359 230231

www.crjaccountancy.co.uk
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL  EXCHANGE   
AFTERNOON  W.I.
September meeting
What an entertaining and magical 
afternoon we had with our guest speaker,  
Colin Hopper.  He kept us all spellbound 
with his presentation on Optical Illusions.    
We had a series of  images put before us 
and after explanation it became apparent 
that many different pictures could be seen 
within each one.     Some of our brains are 
more tuned into this than others and some 
members were quicker to pick these out.   It was a great deal of fun and a 
most interesting exercise.   Everyone joined in and made it clear that Colin 
would be more than welcome to join us again next year.   
The image on the right is a horse,  isn’t it ?  
Turn it round and what do you have -  maybe a frog ?
I think we will all forever be looking at things in a slightly different light.    
Is it what it is supposed to be or is it something else  ???
After refreshments,   we went through our business matters.    There had 
apparently been no response to our urgent request for help setting up 
our tables and chairs once each month at the Wesley Hall.     Surely  
there are two chaps out there in Elmswell who could give up 20 minutes 
of their time at 1.30 pm on a Wednesday afternoon and again at 4 pm to 
clear them away.     We really find it difficult to do this as most of us are 
elderly and some of us a bit stiff of limb !!!! 
At our next meeting on  Wednesday 5th October Andrea Davey is coming 
along to tell us how to create a Gingerbread House.   Competition is three 
gingerbread biscuits.
We always welcome guests and new members.    Contact Barbara on 
242788 or Maureen on 241033.

W.I.  POETRY  PLOUGHMAN’S  SUPPER
This year, we decided to hold a different event from our usual Harvest 
Supper to herald the beginning of autumn. There was a (rather 
sumptuous) Ploughman’s Supper, which was interspersed with poetry and 
readings from our members.
Rachel was back, after her holiday, and thanked Val for arranging 
our highly successful July River Trip. She told us that she would be 
relinquishing her role as President, next year and reminded everyone 
that change has to happen, as new members with new ideas join our 
organisation. Nothing stays the same for long!
She asked members if the proceeds of the September raffle could be sent to 
the Denman Appeal and everyone agreed. It was decided that the annual 
dinner would be held at the Golf Club. As always, there were lots of dates 
for our diaries: 14.9, Scrabble at Park Farm; 16.9, Craft at Rosie’s and 30.9 
at Sylvia’s; 20.9, Scrabble at Anna’s and 19.10, Pakenham Group Meeting, 
when the speaker is Squadron Leader, Paula Wilmott: “Women in Combat 
on The Front Line,” at a cost of £3 and starting at 6.45pm. She will be 
accompanied by the band of R.A.F. Honington. On 26.10, there is the 
Annual Meeting at Culford, when the speaker is Caroline Holmes: “Sifting 
The Humour From The Humus,” at a cost of £9.
Eventually, we all sat down to enjoy our delicious supper and have a good 
chat. Every now and again we listened to some entertaining poetry and 
readings. Some were very humorous, especially Rachel’s, which was all 
about a recorded message for children and grandchildren, who required 
various types of help.
The annual Rose Bowl Award was given to Sylvia Walton for her very 
pretty, well-designed flower arrangement.
Everyone agreed that it was a really good evening and thanked the 
committee for organising it.
Next month, we are learning all about how to make 
sushi, which should be interesting! 
Rosie Collins. 01359  241652

www.elmswellpestcontrol.co.uk

Email: Elmswell.Pest.Control@gmail.com
Call: 07596 172761

Domestic and Commercial premises
No job too small – Contracts welcome
Effective control solutions for:
	 Insects   Wasps    Squirrels
	 Ants        Rodents        Flies
	 Moles    Hornets      Birds etc …

ELMSWELL LUNCHEON CLUB
On a sunny September morning, members of the Elmswell Luncheon 
Club set out for their Autumn outing. We made for the Poplar Nurseries 
at Marks Tey, where we enjoyed an excellent lunch. Afterwards there was 
time to explore the varied selection of plants and gifts on offer.

A leisurely cross country route through Essex and Suffolk byways 
brought us to Hollow Trees Café and Farm Shop at Semer. After welcome 
refreshments there was time to stock up on gifts and locally produced food 
before making our way back to Elmswell in the afternoon sunshine.

The Elmswell Luncheon Club meets every Monday at The Bull, Woolpit 
where anyone aged 55 or over will be most welcome. Transport is provided 
to and from Woolpit. If you would like to join a happy group, please phone 
one of our Committee members on 241546 or 240268.
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•  back and  
neck pain 

• sports injuries
•  occupational 

injuries 

• joint problems

•  women’s health 
problems

• rehabilitation

please contact us at

Woolpit: 01359 241304
Stowmarket: 01449 776097
www.woolpitandstowmarketphysio.co.uk

Do you need help with?

Woolpit & Stowmarket 
Physio
an established practice with a professional  
team of skilled & experienced 
chartered physiotherapists

• accessible clinics in both Woolpit and Stowmarket
• registered with all major insurance companies

Tel: 01284 760345 Visit us: www.langleysconservatories.co.uk

Proud members of the Consumer Protection Association for over 13 years!

● Over 25 years trading in the area
● Apprenticeship trained fully employed fitting teams
● Insurance backed deposit registrations
● Insurance backed guarantees
● Proud to be members of the Consumer Protection

Association for the last 13 years
● We have a huge range of bespoke products
● We only use the highest quality products
● We have an extensive portfolio of work we are happy

to showcase
● We do not pressure sell! We send quotes to

customers and wait for them to respond to us
● With us you will NEVER have someone trying to

sell on the night! No pretend calls to the boss to
give additional ‘discounts’. With us our first price
is the price!

Great prices on our top quality products for 2016.
Why come to Langleys for 
your home improvements?

Contact us today on 01284 760345
or email enquiries@langleysconservatories.co.uk

Established 1987

There has never been a better time to invest in our A rated energy efficient windows 
and doors!  Our expertly installed products will help improve the efficiency and 
comfort of your home.  Not only that with a huge variety of designs and  finishes 
available we can enhance the appearance of your property.Langleys have been 
trading in the Bury St Edmunds area for over 25 years and offer our customers the 
best in products as well as installation and after sales service.  Come to the local 
company with a proven track record.
To learn more please take a look at our web site www.langleysconservatories.co.uk
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 AROUND & ABOUT

ELMSWELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY
September started with a wonderful Summer 
Reading Challenge celebration, when almost 
50 children, plus proud parents, carers and 
grandparents came to Elmswell Library for the 
first medal ceremony in our refurbished library. 
We were overwhelmed by how enthusiastic 
everyone was and were especially proud of the 
children for completing the Roald Dahl-themed 
challenge. Councillor Jane Storey congratulated 
the children and there were lots of cheers for 
those who took part, the parents who helped 
and supported them and the volunteers who 
gave their time to listen to the children. A big 
thank you must go to our volunteers, without 
whom we cannot run this brilliant summer 
scheme – Mary, Rowan, Florence, Gil, Helen, 
Jennifer and Claire – thank you from all of us.

We also had another reason to celebrate last 
month when our cycle shed was completed 
following a donation from Councillor Sarah 
Mansel. We now have plenty of room for cyclists 
to safely park and lock their bikes under a water 
proof shelter. We hope you will enjoy making 
use of it.

On Wednesday, October 12th, our Family 
History Group will be starting again after 
a summer break. From 2:30-4:30-pm keen 
amateurs Peter and Julie will help you use the 
library’s free access to Ancestry and Find My 
Past to start your personal voyage of discovery. 
They can help you build a family tree or just 
investigate a long-lost family member. It has 
been a joy to see the reactions of participants 
over this year. So if you are interested please 
contact the library and leave your name and 
number or simply come along to meet the team.

ELF’s next fundraiser is the latest in our very 
popular wine and food evenings on Friday, 
November 18th. This time the theme is France 
- local wine expert, Bob Stopp, will be taking us 
through a range of French wines and the foods 
that compliment them from 7:30pm. Tickets are 
£12.50, available from the library.

And keep a look out for the ELF Christmas 
Draw tickets, with dozens of prizes up for grabs 
and priced at 25p each, it really is a bargain. 
Tickets will be on sale from a variety of places 
as well as the library and there are some village 
organisations which will also be selling tickets 
for a share of the profits. The draw will be at The 
Fox, on Sunday, November 27th at 1pm.

And unbelievably, October marks a whole year 
since the library was refurbished, and what 
an amazing year it has been. As well as all 
the activities and events we have successfully 
run, with the help of our moveable shelving, 
and all the support we have received from 
local businesses to make this happen, we have 
received countless positive comments about 
the library’s new look and feel. We hope we 
continue to provide the best service possible 
to our customers and maintain our positive 
contribution to the village and surrounding 
area.

Elmswell Library is open from 10am-1pm and 
2-7pm on Tuesday and Thursday, 2-5pm on 
Wednesday and Friday, 10am-1pm on Saturday 
and 10am-3pm on Sunday.

ELMSWHEELIANS  2016
Just a little update on our recent activities ….. 

By way of closure on our fund-raising ride 
back in July for the “Bumblebees” Childrens 
Charity,  Barry Brough and I visited their H.Q. 
in Sproughton on Thursday 15th September  and 
presented them with a cheque for  £573. 

Needless to say they were very appreciative, and 
being able to see first-hand the magnificent work 
being done for children in their care, we were 
both delighted that we had chosen to support 
such a worthwhile local charity.  

Thank you all for your support.

On the cycling front, 13 cyclists turned out for 
our Sunday morning ride on 5th September 2016.  

Our route saw us leave the village via  Church 
Road and Church Hill, then on to Tostock,  
Beyton Green,  Rougham  (Blackthorpe, and 
Battlies Green),  over the new footbridge 
into Thurston, and into Pakenham village for 
a most welcome pit-stop at the recently re-
opened “Pakenham Fox”.  From there it was 
Stowlangtoft,  Hunston,  Norton Little Green , 
and back into Elmswell via Ashfield Road.  Total 
mileage was 18 miles.

Quite a nice morning weather-wise, albeit a little 
windy, but all-in-all a very enjoyable ride.   

 Please note there will be no rides in October 
or November (sorry),  but there

will be a pre-Christmas ride on Sunday 11th 
December, details to follow in due course.

Trevor  Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, 
Elmswell.    Tel : 01359 240908

Your 
Memorial 
Library is 
open:
Tuesday             
10 am – 1.pm     
2-7 pm
Wednesday        
2-5pm
Thursday            
10am – 1 pm    
2 -7pm
Friday                  
2-5pm
Saturday             10 am – 1 pm
Sunday                10am – 3 pm
email  
elmswell.library@libher.suffolkcc.gov.uk

telephone 240974

The new cycle shed with Emma Yarrow,  
ELF chairman Jimmy Jewell and  
district councillor Sarah Mansell 

The Summer Reading Challenge
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 AROUND & ABOUT

TOAD TIMES - 
THANKS FROM  
THE TOADS IN 
YOUR AREA
It was as ever great to welcome back so many 
volunteers from last year and to gain some lovely 
new ones. It enabled us to mount full patrols at 
all three sites.  We suspect you all know where 
the sites are by now and have probably seen 
us with our torches and in our high viz jackets 
patrolling in the nights from late February to 
early April. For those who are new to the area 
– the Badwell Ash site is just outside the village 
on the junction of the Hunston Rd, Westley 
Way and The Street, and the Walsham le Willow 
site is in Palmer St. This year we have also been 
able to mount a full patrol at our new site at 
Stowlangtoft which is in Kiln Lane.

It was a disappointing year at our sites in 
Badwell Ash and Walsham le Willows, with 
numbers well down.  This seems to have been 
the experience at other sites in Suffolk..   It 
is always hard to know whether the actual 
numbers are down, and although we rather fear 
this might be the case, it might simply be that 
the toads are crossing at time when we are not 
there. There was some early mild wet weather 
before we started our patrols and again some of 
the best conditions occurred late at night. 

It was the first year that we had been able to 
mount a full patrol at the Stowlangtoft site. We 
knew from last year that there were significant 
numbers crossing and this proved the case with 
the Stowlangtoft site recording more toads than 
at both the other two sites. We also discovered 
that the toads were crossing over a longer stretch 
of Kiln Lane than we had realised.  This means 
that we will need to deploy more patrollers at 
Stowlangtoft next year.

It was heartening to hear at our end-of-patrol 
review meeting how much people had enjoyed 
their patrols even on the quiet evenings and the 
tremendous enthusiasm for continuing to help 
these delightful but sadly declining creatures. 

Again, it was a real team effort with people not 
just contributing their time but also their skills, 
eg making signs.  A big thank-you to all those 
involved.  Toad populations are very fragile - 
they need all the help they can get.

Also, a big thank-you to all the drivers who 
slowed down and even stopped to let us help 
the toads across. Thanks, too, to the lovely 
gentleman and his wife who allowed us to 
use their yard to park our cars and their shed 
to store our equipment each year at Badwell 
Ash and the lovely family who allowed us to 
store our signs in their garden in Walsham-le-
Willows.  Finally, last but not least our thanks go 
to the owners of lovely ponds in Badwell Ash, 
Walsham-le-Willows and Stowlangtoft who host 
our toads and toadlets.

Our new site this year at Stowlangtoft has 
stretched our resources.  It would be great to be 
able to do more next year – so if anyone feels 

they can help please do get in touch.  All we 
need from you is a couple of hours one evening 
a week during the six-week patrolling season 
between late February and early April. The more 
volunteers the more toads we can help. 

If you can help in any way, please contact any 
of the below:

Lorna Mackinnon (Walsham) on tel: 01359 
259140 or e-mail: mackinnonlorna@gmail.
com

Sylvie Fitch (Badwell Ash)  
on tel: 01359 241727 or  
e-mail: bob.sylvie@btinternet.com

Ian Cassidy (Stowlangtoft)  
on tel: 01359 233285 or  
e-mail: ian.cassidy4@btinternet.com

POPPY APPEAL
Once again we leave from Summer into Autumn 
and the leaves are turning and falling from the 
trees, rather similar to poppies fluttering down at 
the Royal Albert Hall Festival of Remembrance. 

Last year (it finished on September 30th) 
£692,181 was raised in Suffolk.  Nationally the 
total was in excess of £42 million. 

This sounds a huge amount of money but 
every penny of it is needed to fund the vital 
welfare work which ‘Poppy Support’ carries out.  
Although the involvement of our Armed Forces 
in the conflicts around the world has diminished 
in the last year or two the requirements of the 
welfare work have not.  Some of those service 
personnel injured in the course of duty for the 
country have made headlines in the recent 
Paralympics.  The great majority have not and it 
is these and their families and other dependants 
who have to rely on the “Poppy Fund” to live as 
normal a life as possible. 

The “Poppy Fund” in turn relies on your 
generosity.  Please be as generous as you 
can, collection fortnight is October 29th to 
November 12th.  

Last year Elmswell gave £3,696.19.

Tony Chaplin

ALL TOGETHER NOW - 
THE GREAT ORCHESTRA 
CHALLENGE
Following on from the piece in last month’s 
newsletter about the competition to find the 
most inspiring amateur orchestra in Britain:

Well, they did it - the North Devon Sinfonia 
(set up by Elmswell’s own Daniel and Emma 
Kent 12 years ago) WON the competition.  They 
played in the Grand Final at The Royal Albert 
Hall and performed at Proms in the Park in 
Hyde Park.  Emma is the conductor and Daniel 
is the leader of the orchestra.  If anyone missed 
the programme and wanted to use catch up TV, 
the Episodes and Clips of the music played can 
be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b07sxkg9/clips
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 VILLAGE GREEN

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the Autumn at Lukeswood 

 

As all gardeners know, autumn is a good time to take stock of your plot, to enjoy all the fruits of your 
labours, to assess what’s been successful and what hasn’t worked so well, and to make plans for the next 
growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of the garden 
and to see where improvements can be made. 

 

It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for 
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone – 
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the 
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and 
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.  

 

Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on 
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at 
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new 
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing on dead wood lying around the site. This curious 
fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself 
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!). 

 

 

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD
Thank you to the Guides
Unlike hay making, which the proverb tells us should be done while the 
sun shines, hay raking can be done in any weather conditions, even in 
the rain. And, indeed, it was raining when the Guides came to help with 
raking up the cut grass in the orchard at Lukeswood – what an evening! 
It was also quite dark by the time we finished. The girls were undeterred, 
however, and set about the task very cheerfully. It was too wet for our 
planned campfire, but we had an impromptu sing-song anyway, taking 
shelter under the pole barn.

The girls were helping us get the orchard ready for Apple Day, so a big 
thank you to them for all their hard work. Let’s hope the sun does shine for 
their next visit!

Lukeswood Apple Day 
By contrast, we had a lovely sunny day for Apple Day – it really felt like 
summer again. As usual, we had a great range of activities from archery, 
to a treasure hunt, to eating cake! It was also very pleasant just to sit in the 
sunshine and watch the more energetic ones racing around.

Our thanks go to all the hard-working volunteers who lent marquees and 
gazebos, helped to install everything for the event (and take it all down 
again afterwards), run the stalls and activities, and man the gate. And, of 
course, thank you to all the talented bakers who provided the delicious 
cakes and biscuits for the cake stall – they went, literally, like hot cakes. 

Thanks, too, to all our loyal stall holders for supporting us once again. We 
had mosaics, local jams and chutneys, delicious Elmswell honey (from 
Woodside Apiary at Mulberry Farm), wood turning, local crafts, Guide 
dogs, to name just a few. Special thanks must go to Roger from Suffolk 
Traditional Orchard Group for running the Apple Information Centre – he 
was kept busy all afternoon answering queries and demonstrating STOG’s 
incredible display of local varieties of orchard fruit, some of which are 
quite rare. Also to everyone from Street Farm Nursery who once again 
provided a range of popular activities for the youngsters – face painting 
(always much in demand), crafts, wood bashing and an obstacle course. 

Our tombola was great fun this year, so a huge thank you to all the 
organisations and individuals who donated the super prizes, especially  

•	 James White Drinks
•	 Aspall Cyder
•	 Maynard House Orchards
•	 Elmswell Co-op
•	 Elmswell Mace
•	 4 Paws Pet Food

We were especially pleased to showcase some of the gorgeous fruit drinks 
from local Suffolk suppliers – all from local orchards. We hope the lucky 
winners are enjoying them – Cheers!

Last, but not least, thank you to everyone who came and supported 
our event. We hope you enjoyed it and will come back next year. Your 
continued support helps us in so many ways. The admission price helps to 
cover the costs of putting on the event, but more importantly, it also goes 
towards essential costs like public liability insurance and maintenance 
which we have to pay without fail every year. Without that, Lukeswood 
could not remain open and there would be no community wood or 
orchard. So, please, keep coming – your contribution is vital.

If you didn’t make it this year, you can get a flavour of the event from 
Youtube (thanks, Mike!), where a time lapse video telescopes the whole of 
Apple Day into less than two minutes! And make a note in the diary for 
next year – the last Saturday of September.

We would love to have more stalls from Elmswell clubs and organisations 
next year. Now that the Autumn Fayre is taking some time out, there’s a 
gap in the calendar at this time of year, so why not think about Apple Day 
instead? Stalls are free and they can be anything you like – as well as raising 
some funds for your club, the main objective is to have some fun. If you’d 
like to know more, do get in touch and we can give you some ideas.

Mary Feeney
info@elmswild.org.uk 

Tel: 241901
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nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the 
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and 
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.  

 

Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on 
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at 
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new 
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 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP

ST JOHN’S CHURCH
Contact:  Revd Peter Goodridge     tel: 240512 
email: elmswellrector@gmail.com 
web: www.stjohnselmswell.org.uk

 ...and now find us on facebook!

Sunday 2nd October 
9:30am All Age Service  
11:00am Traditional Service 

Saturday 8th October  
5:00pm Confirmation Service at Cockfield

Sunday 9th October  
8:00am BCP Holy Communion  
10:30am Morning Service: Parish Praise 

Sunday 16th October  
10:30am Morning Service: Holy Communion 

Sunday 23rd October 
8:00am BCP Holy Communion  
10:30am Morning Service

Saturday 29th October 
6:00pm “Gather” at Bury St Edmunds Cathedral

Sunday 30th October - remember - clocks go 
back! 
8:00am BCP Holy Communion  
10:30am Morning Service

Saturday 5th November  
3:00pm A Time to Remember Service 

Sunday 6th November - SHOEBOX SUNDAY  
9:30am - All Age Service 
11:00am - Traditional Service 

September has been marvellously busy at St 
John’s... In addition to our ‘normal’ activities, 
we’ve held a harvest celebration, a praise and 
worship evening, a youth group safari supper 
and an exhausting bike ride for Suffolk Historic 
Churches Trust!  All have been excellent and 
we’re thrilled to have a busy social life here in 
Elmswell. We always have room for more, come 
along to see what we’re up to: God wants us to 
have friends here on earth, but most of all, He 
wants us to be friends with Him.

October kicks off with our men’s breakfast on the 
1st, Andrew Caldecott from Christian Vision for 
Men is the guest speaker.  This is closely followed 
by our monthly All Age service on the 2nd. We 
are holding a “newcomers” tea in the church on 
Sunday 16 October at 4pm and the teenagers 
are off to a youth event at Bury St Edmunds 
cathedral on October 29th.  We also have a 
Confirmation Service for the area in nearby 
Cockfield, Parish Praise Service and various 
Communion Services.  Have a look at our 
website/facebook pages for more information 
and come join us :)  Looking further ahead, 
there is a “Time to Remember” on Saturday 5 
November at 3pm – a special service for those 
who wish to light a candle in memory of a loved 
one, and…

SHOEBOX SUNDAY - 6th NOVEMBER

This year, we’re working to collect toy filled shoe 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child (organised 
by Samaritans Purse).  It’s a wonderful 
organisation which brings hope and love to 
children in some of the worst situations. 

A small shoebox can have a big impact. What 
goes into the box is fun, but what comes out 
of it is eternal. Be a part of changing children’s 
lives all over the world in Jesus’ name through 
the power of a simple gift with Operation 
Christmas Child.  If you can, bring your shoebox 
to St John’s on Sunday 6th November - we 
will send them all off together!  Let’s give the 
gift of Christmas this year :) Details of how to 
pack your shoebox can be found here: www.
samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-
christmas-child

THE FRIENDS OF  
ST JOHN’S CHURCH
We held our Harvest Horkey on 16 September; 
37 people gathered to share a meal prepared by 
the Committee. The courses were interspersed 
by readings and poems about ‘Harvest’.

This event was a fund raising effort for the 
Friends of St John’s which was set up in 1995 to 
help maintain and insure our medieval church 
building for the present and future generations. 
New members are welcomed for a subscription 
of only £5 a year.  Our events include concerts, 
beetle drives, coffee mornings, etc. 

For more information please be in touch with 
Jean Folkard 01359 242099.

ST JOHN’S 
FLOODLIGHTING
You are invited to sponsor the floodlighting of 
St. John’s to help with the day-to-day running 
expenses of our parish church. You can choose 
to commemorate a personal event,
an anniversary, or any other special occasion.   
Alternatively you can just make a donation.  

For October the lights will be on between 7.00 
p.m. and midnight. 
One night’s floodlighting costs £5.  
Cheques payable to   
“ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, ELMSWELL”.
Thank you for your support.

OCTOBER  2016  SPONSORSHIPS
1 in loving memory of my dear husband, 

Thomas Robertson, on his Birthday. 
5      in loving memory of Vic Moss, who 

passed away 6 years ago.   
         “Still sadly missed”.   

Wife Gwen,  and Jamie.
5 in loving memory of Mary Eveline 

Skinner. Tony and Margaret.  xx.
6 remembering Dorothy Bloomfield’s 

Birthday.
8 to remember and thank all those past 

Elmswell Fire-Fighters who served 
         their village and community so well.
10 in loving memory of John Bennington, 

who passed away 7 years ago.   
         “Always in our thoughts”.  Love  from 

Elizabeth and all his family.  x.
13 in memory of Dennis Duncan.   Dad, 

Grandad & Great Grandad. 
          “Much loved and missed on his 

Birthday”.
15 remembering a dear brother,  

Derek Bloomfield, on his Birthday.        
21 in memory of Ron Comber’s Birthday. 
24 in loving memory of our Dad,   

Bernard Booth, born 1914, died 1997.
26 remembering Carl Finch on his Birthday.
27 in loving memory of Mary Eveline 

Skinner on her Birthday 
         Tony & Margaret. xx.  
27 cherished memories of Mary Eveline 

Skinner, a dear aunt, on her Birthday. xx.
31 in memory of Roy Clark.
All bookings and payments please to :-
Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, 
Elmswell  (Tel: 01359 240908)

CATHOLIC PARISH OF 
OUR LADY, STOWMARKET
Parish Priest:  Father David Finegan, The 
Presbytery, 29 Lockington Road,
Stowmarket IP14 1BQ Tel: 01449-612946
E-mail: ourlady.stowmarket@btinternet.com
MASS TIMES:
Saturdays (First Mass of Sunday)
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 9QG - 
6.00 pm
Sundays 
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket IP14 
1AW - 8.30 am & 10.15 am
Holy Days 
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket - 8.00 
am, 10.00 am and 7.30 pm  
Weekday services in the Parish are advertised at 
the front of Our Lady’s Church, 
in the weekly Newsletter and on the new Parish 
Website  www.ourladystowmarket.org.uk

Father David Finegan
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 Encouraging 
young minds to 

reach their  
full potential
Flexible childare for 

children aged 3 months 
to 8 years including After 
School and Holiday Club   

Open 8am to 6pm  
all year round  

(various sessions 
available)

We offer 15 hours  
per week free childcare 

for all 3 & 4 year olds.

Free Childcare available 
to eligible 2 year olds  

(please call the nursery 
for more information)

Extra activities offered 
including Spanish Lessons, 

Yoga and  
Educational Visits

Station Road Elmswell  
Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP30 9HD

For further information call:  

01359 240592  
or email  

clarestreetfarm@aol.com
www.streetfarmdaynursery.co.uk
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ELMSWELL   
BAPTIST  CHURCH

This picture of a beautiful rose I took on a recent 
visit to the Oxfordshire Cotswolds reminds us of 
the beauty and wonder of God’s creation. We in 
this country have once again been blessed with 
a good harvest and we shall again celebrate and 
give thanks for this at our All-Age Harvest on 
Sunday October 9th at 10.30am. The 1st Elmswell 
Scout Group will be on parade and afterwards 
we are having a BBQ lunch, it would help with 
catering if we know you are coming. Please 
phone Tony or Margaret on 01359 241541.
Our collection this year will again go to 
Operation Agri for projects in Nicaragua, Nepal 
and Uganda. The picture below shows some of 
those being helped.
                                                 

Any donations of fresh produce will go to 
Finborough Court and tins and packets to the 
Stowmarket Food Bank.

The Ladies Friendship Group meeting for 
October will have passed by the time you read 
this, the November meeting is at 7.45pm on 
November 7th when the ladies will be making 
preparations for Christmas. Phone Margaret 
on 241541 for more information. All ladies are 
welcome.

The next Food ‘n’ Friends is on Thursday 
October 13th at Midday. A chance for senior 
citizens to get together for a good chat and 
enjoy some nutritious food at a nominal cost. 
Join the thirty or so men and women who come 
regularly. Phone Jackie on 245918 for more 
information.

We are grateful to all those who come to lead our 
worship each Sunday. Our preachers for the next 
few weeks are as follows:-

October 9th   Stephen Spurgeon – All-Age 
Harvest – Scout Group on                                                                                         
parade

October 16th   Carol Richardson

October 23rd   Stephen Spurgeon

October 30th   Mark Partridge

November 6th   Stephen Spurgeon   
inc Communion

Anyone turning up can be assured of a warm 
welcome at all these events.

Visit our website at www.elmswellbaptist.org.uk 
or telephone any of the numbers in this text for 
further info.
Tony

FOOTPATH WALK
Our next walk starts, as usual, from Crown Mill, on  

SUNDAY 16th OCTOBER  
beginning at 11.00 am

Open to all comers & led by  
Footpath Officer Dick Burch

A couple of hours gentle walking on the footpaths  
in and around Elmswell

Dogs on leads welcome – stout shoes recommended
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Wayne 
Salmon 
Electrical
For all your electrical 
requirements –  
Domestic, commercial and 
industrial.  
All work carried out to a 
high standard.  
Mobile 07843 302798  
Phone: 01359 242145

*
Elder House   
Chattisham

Ipswich   
Suffolk  
IP8 3QE

)
01473 652354

0
01473 652788

8
jason@printingforpleasure.co.uk

Specialist magazine  
& newsletter printing

Contact us for a quote for your club or society

Design • Litho & Digital Printing • Mailing

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTATION - 01473 652354

PRINTING FOR PLEASURE
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ENCLOSED: AGENDA, BALANCE SHEET AND REPORTS 
OF THE BRC’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, MANCHESTER, 
SATURDAY 19 APRIL 

GREAT 
DAYS OUT!
OUR ANNUAL GUIDE 
TO THIS SEASON’S 
AGRICULTURAL AND 
COUNTY SHOWS, 
GAME AND COUNTRY 
FAIRS, BRC FOUR & 
FIVE STAR SHOWS IS 
ON PAGES 4-11

IT’S THE FANCY’S FIRST 
2014 FOUR STAR CLASSIC: 
THE SOUTHERN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
SHOW, 
SUNDAY 4 MAY
Th e Southern Championship Show 
is ready to take the stage at the 
Wickham Community Centre in 
Wickham, Hants on Sunday 4 May.

Th roughout the day, show sponsor and small animal experts, Burgess Pet Care, will also be on hand 
to give advice on caring for rabbits. Th ere will also be a variety of other stalls on off er to attract 
visitors and the public, including the Burgess Pet Care stand.

Richard Rockett, 
Marketing Manager 
at Burgess Pet Care, 
told Fur & Feather: 
“We are a company of 
pet lovers and owners 
ourselves, so we are 
very proud to be 
part of the continued 
success of this 
spectacular show. 

“We want 
Th e Southern 
Championship 
Show to be a festival 
for people who are 
passionate about 
rabbits, and we believe 
that’s exactly what we 
will deliver this year. 

“We are looking forward to meeting even more visitors, competitors and exhibitors at the 2014 event 
and can’t wait to get the show started!”
In addition to this major four-star show– the fi rst of the season – the Southern’s eight judges will be 
joined by fourteen national and regional club show judges. 

Th ere will also be a fun pet show, to be judged by 
Emma Grundy from the Shield Veterinary Centre at 
Bishops Waltham. Emma is pictured (right) with the 
2013 best in show pet.
Turn to page 41 for the full classifi cation to sort 
out your entries – note that postal entries close on 
Th ursday 17 April.
Further info: see page 45; visit the Facebook page 
Southern Championship Rabbit Show.

Show sponsor’s engraved glass trophy

Wickham Community Centre, Wickham, Hampshire

The Burgess Pet Care information stand at this year’s 
Burgess Premier Small Animal Show

STOWMARKET 
SKIP HIRE

Suppliers of
 2, 4, 6 & 8 Yards Skips

1 Tonne Waste Bags
Hoggin, Topsoil & Hardcore

PROMPT & RELIABLE SERVICE

Weaver House
Finborough Road

Onehouse, Nr Stowmarket

Mobile: (07860) 692733

P H Peckham 
Plumbing and  
Heating Engineer

28 Eastern Way

Elmswell

Tel. 01359 240958 
Mob. 07802 642884

Email:  
phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com

Gas Safe Register No 214650

• 24 HOUR CALL OUT   

• FREE Estimates

• Corgi Registered  Solid Fuel,  
Oil or Gas

• Bathroom Suites Designed  
and Installed

• Water Softners Fitted   

• Tiling

• Boilers Serviced

214650
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 ELMSWELL YOUTH
ELMSWELL BABY AND 
TODDLER GROUP
After a very successful Nearly New Sale, we 
would like to say a massive thank you to all 
involved. From our volunteers, sellers, buyers 
and cake bakers and right down to those left at 
home looking after the children, we couldn’t have 
such a successful sale without you!
We would also like to say a big THANK YOU to 
everyone for supporting our raffle, we raised a 
fabulous £453 for the group. We would also like 
to thank everybody who donated prizes, it was 
very much appreciated.
Our next sale will be held on 25th March 
2017. Unfortunately every sale we struggle 
with volunteers to help us pack away from 
2pm - 4.30pm. If you think you can help 
during this time slot please contact Claire 
on 07709 160045 with your details or for more 
information. 
We have got some exciting things coming up in 
the next few months! On Monday 31st October 
we will be holding our Halloween party at the 
Wesley hall. This will be an extended session with 
spooky games and yummy party food  - fancy 
dress is optional for both adults and children. 

There will be lots of fun craft activities coming 
up for both Halloween and Fireworks and we 
have TWO ceramic pottery sessions booked for 
November, ideal for all your Christmas gifts! 
The fun doesn’t stop there - our annual 
Christmas party is on Sunday 4th December at 
The Blackbourne, sign up sheets and information 
about the party and the pottery sessions will 
be at the Wesley Hall soon. Please also like our 
Facebook page to keep up to date with all the 
latest news.
Sadly our chair Donna Fisk will be stepping 
down in January. She has done a fantastic job and 
had kept us all together as one big family for our 
community. It will be sad to see her step down, 
but it opens up a brand new chapter for someone 
out there to fill this rewarding position. Please 
speak to a committee member during session 
time for more information, without a Chair we 
don’t have a group so we really need your help.
Jo Beard has been our Treasurer for nearly 3 
years and has done an amazing job keeping our 
finances organised. The Nearly New Sale is a 
large part of the role and Jo would like March to 
be her last sale in charge of the money. Our new 
Treasurer will need to be available to shadow Jo 
with the run up to the next sale, throughout the 

sale day itself, and to see all that happens behind 
the scenes after the event.  Please speak to Jo to 
find out more. If you would like to take on either 
role, we have a strong committee that will help 
and support you throughout. 
If you are new to the village, have just had a 
baby or you are a Grandparent or carer of a 
little one, please come along to the Wesley Hall 
on a Monday or Wednesday, 10am - 11.30am. 
We have lots of toys, a snack for the children, 
tea, coffee and biscuits for the grown ups and a 
warm welcome for everybody. We look forwards 
to sharing some festive fun with you all in the 
coming months!
Joanna Beard, Chair / Treasurer

ELMSWELL BROWNIES 
Elmswell brownies leaders hope that everyone had an enjoyable summer 
holidays and are looking forward to the exciting term ahead! 
The summer for Elmswell brownies started with a 2 night camp to Hautbois 
in Norfolk, along with many other brownies from all over Suffolk. The 5 girls 
had a wonderful time abseiling; trying archery; going on zip wire runs; being 
attacked by witches and fixed by medics; and learning new games whilst 
making new friends!  Many thanks to the team of Suffolk brownie leaders 
who organised this amazing camp.  Elmswell are looking forward to 2019!
The next term involves plans for the girls to complete the interest badge 
‘Friend to Animals’ with a couple of trips out and about, more will be 
revealed once they have been! A night in the library to talk about Beatrix 
Potter also features this term, and the annual trip to the church to help 
decorate it ready for the harvest festival will, I am sure, be an evening the 
girls enjoy.
If you are interested in helping out at girl guiding, why not head to the 
website & see what volunteer opportunities are available in the area.  If your 
daughter is interested in joining – head to www.girlguiding.co.uk/joinus for 
further information and to register interest. 
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 TRADING STANDARDS

Tech Support Scam... 
We received details this week of a resident in Suffolk who lost £3000 after being 
duped by bogus tech support callers.

Working from home, on her work laptop, she allowed the scammer remote access, 
providing the scammer with access to her personal financial details.  

This incident has not only highlighted the scam, once again, but has also shown that 
the scam has wider implications.  The victim’s workplace is now having to investigate 
as to whether the scammer was able to access any of the company’s infomation.

How the Scam Works... 
The caller will tell you that your computer has been sending error messages or that it has a virus. They may mention problems with your 
internet connection or your phone line and say this has affected your computer’s recent performance. They may claim that your broad-
band connection has been hacked.

The caller will request remote access to your computer to ‘find out what the problem is’.

The scammer may try to talk you into buying unnecessary software or a service to ‘fix’ the computer, or they may ask you for your person-
al details and your bank or credit card details.

More scammers are calling people trying to gain remote access to their computer to steal personal information. You shouldn’t be asked to 
pay for viruses to be cleared from your computer, or to fix any issues over the phone.

If you are called, don’t give them any details and hang up. 

A common tool scammers use to log into your computer is  ‘TeamViewer’. This is why its important to never check your account balance 
while a third party has remote access to your computer. As its possible that they can see whats being displayed on your screen.

Report the call... 
To help tackle these calls, report any such incidents to Action Fraud. If you can, supply the name of the company (or at least, who they 
claimed to be), plus – if possible – the phone number they called you from.

Tel: 0300 123 2040

Web: www.actionfraud.police.uk/report fraud

If you’ve been a victim... 
If you’re worried that you’ve granted access to your PC or given your bank details to an unsolicited caller, it’s important to take some key 
steps. Contact Action Fraud and seek a crime reference number to help you pursue any lost funds from your bank. Alert your bank to 
what has happened, and to be extra safe, run an up-to-date security scan.

Our local Trad
ing Standards 

Champion is

Ken Coulling

kenneth@coulli
ng.freeserve.c

o.uk
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 FLU - THE FACTS

FLU – THE FACTS
As we enjoy the last of the summer months, our thoughts 
here at Woolpit Health Centre turn to the coming autumn 
and the flu season.  Every year we try and vaccinate all our 
at risk patients as early in the season as we can.  This is 
beneficial for everyone as it means we can hopefully prevent 
an outbreak of flu spreading and we know we have done the 
best we can to keep you healthy.

SYMPTOMS OF FLU :
•	 Comes on quickly. 

•	 Usually includes fever and aching muscles. 

•	 Makes you feel too unwell to continue your 
usual activities.

•	 If you have flu you will develop a temperature usually above 38°c. You will feel unwell, and 
have a dry chesty cough with a runny or blocked nose and a sore throat. You may have a headache and ache all over.    
You may also lose your appetite and feel sick.  You will feel tired and weak.  

•	 The symptoms of flu usually develop within one to three days of becoming infected. Most people will feel better within a week.

•	 However, you may have a lingering cough and still feel very tired for a further couple of weeks.

WHEN TO VISIT YOUR GP :
	If you are otherwise fit and healthy, there’s usually no need to visit your GP if you have flu-like symptoms. 

	You should just rest at home until you feel better, while keeping warm, drinking plenty of water and taking painkillers if 
necessary.

CONSIDER VISITING YOU GP IF YOU HAVE FLU AND :
−	 You’re pregnant or have a long-term medical condition – such as diabetes, heart disease, lung disease, kidney disease or a 

neurological disease.

−	 You have a weakened immune system or you develop chest pain, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, or start coughing up 
blood.

−	 If your symptoms are getting worse over time or haven’t improved after a week.

−	 In these situations, you may need extra treatment to prevent or treat complication.

STOPPING THE VIRUS SPREADING : 
o Good hygiene is essential.  Use paper tissues not linen handkerchiefs.  Throw them away after use and wash your hands after 

blowing your nose

o Sneeze into a paper tissue and not into the atmosphere as virus particles are carried by droplet into the air. 

ENSURE YOU HAVE YOUR FLU VACCINE EVERY YEAR IF YOU :
	are 65 years of age or over.  

	are pregnant. 

	have a long term medical condition, such as heart or kidney disease. Asthma, requiring regular inhalers.  Chronic lung disease. 
Are having chemotherapy or are immunosuppressed. Diabetic or have a neurological condition.

	are very overweight.  BMI over 40.

	are living in a long-stay residential care home or other long-stay care facility.  

	receive a carer’s allowance, or you are the main carer for an elderly or disabled person whose welfare may be at risk if you fall ill. 

	are a front-line health and social care worker.  It is your employer’s responsibility to arrange vaccination for you.
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ELMSWELL AMENITIES 
ASSOCIATION
The Amenities Association, registered charity 
no. 304879, held its AGM in the Memorial 
Library on 23th September after which there was 
the first meeting of the new Committee. 
The Chairman’s Report was as follows: 
The Association continues to fulfil its various and 
long standing roles at the heart of the Elmswell 
community.
The significant difference this year has been the 
loss of the Autumn Fayre which has, in various 
iterations, been an annual get-together that 
was much cherished over nearly 30 years and 
which contributed many thousands of pounds to 
community facilities.  However, the community 
dynamic has, as elsewhere, moved away from 
activities so demanding of time and commitment.  
The advent of, ‘busy lives’, means that fewer 
people, ‘get involved’.   As Trustees are aware from 
the administration of their own organisations, 
there is a tendency to take a backward step when 
committees need new members, new ideas, new 
energy.  In recent years, Peter Edmonds and Terry 
Southgate kept the Fayre together, but even Peter, 
the last man standing, has accepted that the effort 
of a few is a finite resource. The idea might find 
another life on another day and the Association 
would be keen to lend all assistance.
Meanwhile, the administration of the properties 
which are held for the community by the Trust at 
Grove Lane and Cooks Road continue to thrive 
and serve the village well, particularly in the 
case of Elmswell Memorial Library which has an 
energetic and innovative support group.

The Newsletter goes from strength to strength 
and gains support by way of both written 
contributions and advertisers, allowing a good 
balance of content rather than the, ‘all adverts’,  
criticism that village magazines often attract.  
Unusually, it remains a significant income earner 
for the Association and this, itself, is testimony to 
its success. The call for the return of, ‘letters to the 
editor’, has much abated in light of the examples 
seen on social media of exactly the kind of ‘letters’ 
that were, in the past, attracted and which would, 
Trustees feel sure, become prevalent again given 
the chance.
The challenges faced by rural communities in 
the context of aggressive housing development , 
which pays little regard to the provision of social 
infrastructure, throw even more responsibility 
on organisations such as ours dedicated to the 
wellbeing of those communities.  The prospect of 
community ownership of the facilities centred on 
the Wesley chapel offer scope for enhanced social 
provision and I hope that the Association will be 
at the heart of planning and delivering amenities 
here with an eye to a balanced and supportive 
community future. 
 
The meeting elected 14 members to add to 
those already notified by the community groups 
and organisations entitled to appoint a Trustee 
representative. The Committee meeting that 
followed elected officers, and the membership 
now comprises: Linda Abbott, Marian Abbott, 
Diann Armstrong, David Barker, Jean Barker, 
Mike Friend, Nick Brooks, Dick Burch, Maggie 
Bushell, Peter Dow, Peter Edmonds, Jean 
Folkard, Terry Garner, John Ibbetson, Tony 
Marsham, Herbert Mulley, Christine Parkin, 

Shaun Pratt, Ann Richards, Cecil Salmon, Terry 
Southgate.
Amongst the matters dealt with in the meeting 
were the following:
	 The Chairman and Vice chairman were 

authorised to sign a new lease with Suffolk 
County Council which has been, substan-
tially, before Trustees for approval and 
which currently awaits the resolution of 2 
outstanding matters;

	 Trustees noted with approval the progress 
made by the Parish Council towards the 
acquisition of the Wesley chapel site for 
community use and unanimously rein-
forced their support for an appropriate 
scheme to develop it as a community facility 
in partnership with the Council;

	 It was agreed to continue regular grant sup-
port for the British Legion Poppy Appeal 
and the Fellowship of Churches Children’s 
Holiday Club together with a contribution 
towards the scheme to establish a fortnight-
ly Citizens’ Advice Bureau consultation 
session at Blackbourne for a 6 month trial 
period.

The Annual Report and accounts of the 
Association are published on the Charity 
Commission website.  The Secretary to the 
trustees, Jean Barker, can be contacted at 
elmswellamenitie@f2s.com , via the Newsletter 
editorial office on 244134, or c/o Gobblin, Station 
Road Industrial Estate, Elmswell IP30 9HR.  

 AROUND & ABOUT

CITIZENS’ ADVICE  
FOR ELMSWELL
The Parish Council, Elmswell Amenities 
Association and the Elmswell Fire Crew 
have come together to fund a 6-month trial 
offering fortnightly free advice sessions for 
residents who are now able to rely upon the 
comprehensive range of issues and concerns 
on which Citizens’ Advice skilled advisers can 
help. 

The sessions, which began on 20th September, 
are held at the Blackbourne between 09.30 – 
12.30 on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month 
and no appointment is necessary - just come 
along for a chat.  Timed appointments can be 
arranged through the CAB Stowmarket office.

Advisers can help with any issue from housing, 
employment, welfare benefits, money and debt 
advice, family and relationship issues, legal and 
consumer rights. 

The process offers 3 stages.  Your initial chat 
will allow you to discuss your problem in a 
short interview.  As necessary, there can be an 
exploration of your problem in further depth 
and an explanation of the options available to 
you and the possible outcomes of the different 
courses of action. You are encouraged to make 
your own decisions and act on your own behalf. 

Advisers do not tell you what to do but help 
you make an informed choice.  As a third stage, 
a specialist caseworker can be made available 
to give extra support with money advice, 
employment or welfare benefits.

The Stowmarket office can be reached by email 
at: advice@midsuffolkcab.org.uk

There is also a national Citizens Advice service 
online information and advice online via 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk

The Address is:   
Citizens’ Advice Mid Suffolk, 
5 Milton Rd S, Stowmarket IP14 1EZ 
Phone:01449 676060 or 676280

The Stowmarket opening hours are;
Monday 9:30am–3:30pm
Tuesday 9:30am–3:30pm
Wednesday 9:30am–3:30pm
Thursday 9:30am–6:30pm
Friday 9:30am–12:30pm
Saturday Closed
Sunday Closed
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Get creative with some of these craft activities

Apple Day Fun 

 

 
 

Get creative with some of these craft activities 

 

 

  

         

 

 

 

 

 Let’s make Apple Pigs 

You will need: 2 apples, cocktail sticks, silver cake decoration 
balls, pipe cleaner (if the apple has no stem) 

1. Insert 4 cocktail sticks for the legs 

2. Cut one apple in half and attach to the other apple using a 
cocktail stick.  Make sure the cut side is facing outwards 
for the face. 

3. Cut a small cylinder shape for the snout and attach to the 
face.  Make holes for the nostrils. 

4. Cut out triangle shapes and attach for the ears. 

5. Insert the silver balls for the eyes. 

 
 

Let’s make Apple Pigs
You will need: 

2 apples,  
cocktail sticks,  
silver cake decoration balls,  
pipe cleaner  
(if the apple has no stem)

1. Insert 4 cocktail sticks for the 
legs

2. Cut one apple in half and attach 
to the other apple using a 
cocktail stick.  Make sure the cut 
side is facing outwards for the 
face.

3. Cut a small cylinder shape for 
the snout and attach to the face.  
Make holes for the nostrils.

4. Cut out triangle shapes and 
attach for the ears.

5. Insert the silver balls for the 
eyes.
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 ELMSWELL SPORT

ELMSWELL BOWLS CLUB
The 2016 bowling season is now over following 
closure of the Green on 21 September! A final 
‘Roll-up’ was played on Tuesday afternoon, 
20th September following the annual Club 
game against the Elmswell Fire Brigade team 
on Sunday 18 September. The Green-keeper 
(Nick Chamberlain) and his team, started 
work immediately, in preparation for the 2017 
Season. Besides the normal treatments to the 
green (such as scarifying, aeration and chemical 
treatments) the Club will hire special equipment 
to deep spike the green (down to a depth of 
~6”) and then gently ‘lift’ the earth in order to 
break-up the soil and allow new root growth 
through the winter. Many other tasks need to 
be completed in order to prepare the total area 
for the winter season and I will try and keep in 
touch with these as the month’s go by.

‘Cot’ vs ‘Jack’
The Jack is the name given to the white ball we 
use, except in Suffolk! Suffolk calls the white ball 
a cot and the reason is because during the early 
part of the 20th Century, the old hospital in Bury 
St Edmunds was raising money for the children’s 
ward. BSE Bowls Club decided to was to play 
bowls for it. The jack became the cot because the 
bowlers said that when they played, they bowled 
to raise money for the ‘cots’ for the children’s 
ward!

The Firemen’s Match
The Club always enjoys its match with the 
firemen and members of their families and we 
had good weather for the event. The afternoon 
started with the traditional, sponsored single- 
wood assault on the ‘cot’ on the centre of the 
green. Rules apply and the winner carries away 
a bottle of ‘Famous Grouse’ whisky. This year it 
was Sheila Faulkner that took the prize, which 
she then kindly donated to the Club for the next 
raffle to be held by later in the year.

There was a gentle rivalry amongst the players as 
to which team could win this year’s event. Last 
year the Firemen won by 1 point, so this was an 
opportunity for EBC to gain a win. However, the 
Firemen had obviously been in training since 
last year as they won this match by 11 points 
(score EBC: 54 vs Firemen: 65) (see photo). The 
visit then ended with afternoon tea in the Club-
house, a raffle (which raised some £170 in aid 
of the Firemen’s charity) and the distribution of 
prizes. We welcome them back again next year 
to allow us to try and regain our prowess.

EBC Intra-Club Competitions
Competitions continued to be held into 
September:

27 August - Absent 
Friends Trophy;
3 September - The 
Club Finals Day and
10 September - Targets 

The Absent Friends brought Mrs Sheila Faulkner 
vs Mrs Caroline North, to the finals after a 
rousing competition and we wish them the 
best of luck on finals day along with the other 
finalists previously reported here. The results of 
Finals Day matches will be reported next month 
due to shortage of space in this edition.

Targets is a fascinating/frustrating game but a 
pleasant day’s weather for the tournament. The 
game amounts to bowling across/along two 
edges of the green, to 5 targets, to score points 
(much as you do in darts). The challenge is to 
reach the targets a without losing points by 
rolling through the target! Results of the highest 
Lady’s and Men’s scores are the winners of each 
match and will also be reported next month.
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Results for EBC’s matches against other Club Competitions
The competition season finished in late August for matches in the Stowmarket 
& District Bowls League and on 1 September in The Bury St Edmunds 
& District Bowls League. EBC teams enjoyed the afternoon and evening 
matches, immensely and the tables of results for the 2016 season are shown 
below for each of the two leagues played.
We were correct in assuming that our team that played in the Thursday 
Evening Bury St Edmunds & District Bowls League would complete their 
matches, without loss, throughout the season and won their division by 19 
points over their nearest rivals. They are congratulated by the Club and are 
promoted by the League to the 2nd Division. Also, the Tuesday Afternoon 
team won the final match of the season, by 1 point, against Walsham le 
Willow Bowls Club and are promoted to the 2nd Division of Stowmarket & 
District Bowls League. A photo of the victorious team is shown outside the 
Clubhouse in Blackbourne. The team also attended the Stowmarket League’s 
annual presentations dinner to receive their trophy (see photo).

Trevor Clarke 26-Sept-16
EBC’s Final 2016 League Table Positions
STOWMARKET & DISTRICT BOWLS LEAGUE 
Division 3 - Monday Evening

Bury & District Bowls League - Division 3 
Thursday Evening

P W D L F A Pts
Elmswell 16 16 0 0 1426 912 81.5
Old Newton 16 11 0 5 1298 1063 62.5
Hopton 16 10 0 6 1176 1151 56
West Row 16 9 0 7 1248 1087 55
Stanton B 16 7 0 9 1163 1179 42.5
St Botolph’s B 16 5 1 10 1063 1246 39.5
British Sugar B 16 5 1 10 1102 1251 38.5
Hengrave B 16 5 0 11 1109 1306 33.5
Risbygate B 16 3 0 13 965 1356 23

Promoted to Division 2 for Season 2017

Division 3 - Tuesday Afternoon (Promoted to Division 2 for Season 2017)

HEALTHWATCH SUFFOLK  
CALLS FOR YOUR STORIES OF  
CARE IN THE COUNTY
Healthwatch Suffolk has the power to shape, influence and improve 
local NHS and social care services in the county. It is independent from 
the NHS and social care, which means you can be honest when sharing 
your views.

It has launched a new campaign called “#NHSSelfieStars” for obtaining 
feedback from people about their use of local health and social care 
services. It wants to celebrate what is good about services and highlight 
where things could be better.

The state of the current health and care economy means that it has 
never been more important to share your views about local services; 
even if you don’t think it will make a difference. The watchdog hopes 
that this campaign will encourage people to share their stories so that it 
can help health and social care professionals understand the views and 
experiences of people using their services and feed them into ongoing 
plans to change the way your services are delivered.

Healthwatch Suffolk is asking people to share a “selfie” and a story of 
NHS care in Suffolk so that it can highlight your experiences. All of 
the stories will be added to the growing volume of data the watchdog 
has already gathered from local people and used to hold services to 
account. You can share your selfie and story with Healthwatch Suffolk 
on Instagram (use #NHSSelfieStars) or by email to info@healthwatch-
suffolk.co.uk. 

It is always possible to share your experiences anonymously with 
Healthwatch Suffolk. You can visit www.healthwatchsuffolk.co.uk/
services, where it is possible to rate and review your experience within 
any health or social care service in the county. Alternatively, please call 
01449 703949 to speak with a member of the Healthwatch team.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/TheBlackbourne 

 

and find the post, pictured below, for your chance to win… 

 
 

Hurry, entry closes midnight on Sunday 25 September 2016 

GOOD LUCK! 

WIN A £200 VOUCHER TO 
SPEND AT BLACKBOURNE! 

The winner is Nicky Hill f
rom Woodbridge.   
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Shooting Country Clothing Equestrian Fencing 

Agricultural Materials For the Garden Garden FurnitureBuilding Products

CALL  CLICK BUY IN STORE

 

  

01359 259 259

Pannington Hall Lane • Wherstead • Ipswich • IP9 2AR   

Jimmy's Farm
           

Clarkes of Walsham at 

Open 7 Days a Week:  

www.clarkesofwalsham.co.uk 

The Street • Walsham-le-Willows • Bury St Edmunds • IP31 3BA  

Clarkes of Walsham Limited  

Monday - Friday:  7.30am - 5.15pm   Saturday: 8am - 4pm

Suppliers and Manufacturers of Agricultural and Building Materials

  
                                                      

•  

• 

• 

• 

• 

  

Providing the Highest Standard 
of Complementary Healthcare

We offer free consultations, when required, to 
ensure that you receive the best possible care. 
Acupuncture, Sports and Remedial Therapy, 
Private GP Services, Lymphoedema Clinic 

Services, Counselling, Hypnotherapy, 
Holistic Therapies and Organic Facials. 

01359 408 011
woolpit-complementary.co.uk

Elmswell Ad - quarter page - June 16.indd   1 9/6/16   14:21:05
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 ELMSWELL SPORT

ELMSWELL YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB
The new season is now in full swing, 
with al teams playing home and away 
games each weekend. 
Saturday 17th September saw the start 

of the WAYS League with an annual festival for all teams 
competing, this took place at Kegs school and Haverhill 
FC in which was a huge success.
On the 24th September our under 9s were in invited to 
play in a 4v4 festival at Ipswich Town Football club, the 
team played various other under 9s from the local area 
and got the opportunity to play many mini matches 
which was enjoyed by all.
At Elmswell Youth football club, one thing that we 
pride ourselves in is giving all the players on a team 
the opportunity to play whatever their ability. To us it’s 
not always about winning and what the final score is 
but allowing the children to play, be part of a team and 
develop a skill. We won’t keep children on the subs bench 
for a whole match just to win a match. All are coaches are dedicated to this and will give the all team players the chance to 
play in all matches it’s important to us to allow the children to develop and gain confidence in what they do.
One thing we are big believers in equal opportunities. Allowing boys and girls to play together. We do have a few girls 
playing for Elmswell youth but would love for more to join are ever growing club.
If you would like to follow all the news at Elmswell Youth we have many social media platforms which include fixtures, 
pictures and upcoming events.
Twitter:  @elmswellyouthfc
Facebook: @elmswellyouthfc 
If you have a child that is interested in playing please don’t hesitate to contact us
Gary Pinyoun 07799030163
Michael Pallett 07903033675
Website  www.elmswellyouthfc.co.uk

ELMSWELL AUTUMN 
FAYRE GOLF DAY
We had 33 players for our annual golf day on the 
26th August, big thanks to Park Garage  for their 
sponsorship if you need a M O T Servicing , tyres 
etc  telephone 01359 242479

I would like to thank Stowmarket Golf Cub for 
hosting the event and making our day a special 
one and could not have done more for us thanks.

Must thank Graham Leaf for all his help on the 
paper work before the day and on the day, I 
would be a big muddle without him.

Ricky Burch was playing like he had never hit a 
golf ball in his life it’s like that at times in golf.

 So when he hit the ball off the tee on the 11th 
hole getting ready for looking for the ball again 
in the long grass or the hedge again, the ball 
went straight and landed on the green, a couple 
of jumps and into the hole it popped any golfers 
dream hole in one. I was very happy to witness 
it and a bit sick it was not me so the wait goes on 
for me. 

The winner of the main event was won by Alan 
Crouch with 40pts, with 36pts in 2nd Richard 
Carter.

The morning Texas Scramble team was won by 
James Ambrose, Simon Sheppard, Ray Parker.

Dick Mortlock was the winner of the ball nearest 
the centre line after one shot.

Darren Rolf was the winner coming out on top 
landing his ball nearest the flag in one shot for 
two of the holes on the day. 

Trevor Sadler got the nearest the flag in two shot 
on the 15th.

The photo is of Wendy Southgate presenting the 
trophy to Alan Crouch the winner on the day.

The other photo is of Ricky Burch celebrating his 
hole in one on the 11th hole also won the prize 
for the brightest shorts on the day. 

Sales manager James Ambrose 
of John Banks Infinity of 
Cambridge donated the use of 
a car for the weekend to the 
winner of the main game big 
thanks to them so well done 
Alan Crouch.

I would like to thank all the 
players who turned up on 
the day, making it a very 
special day

Many thanks  

Terry Southgate
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Hardwood / Laminate Flooring
Replacement Taps / Radiators

General Plumbing
Bespoke Storage Solutions

Tiling
Fencing
Decking

General Maintenance & Repair

For all those jobs when you 
don’t know who to call!

M: 07834 225461   
T: 01359 408250

jdrhomeimprovements@yahoo.co.uk
Facebook/JDRHome

01359 234444  
mail@allhomes.uk.com
allhomes.uk.com

a brighter approach
There’s a tendency to regard estate agents as being ‘all the same’.  

The reality, however, is that some are simply more ‘switched on’ than others.

ALLHOM-0001-A5 Brighter-Leaflet.indd   1 05/12/2014   15:14

TABLE 
TENNIS FOR 

YOUNG 
BEGINNERS
Sessions for 7 to 
10 year old girls 

and boys 
Wednesdays  

6.15pm to 7.15pm
In Rougham 
Sports Hall  
– IP30 9JN

Table Tennis 
England Coaches

   Details –  
Maurice Fearn –  

01284 724260

PROPERTY  
MAINTENANCE 
& HANDYMAN

Jon Mumby

Painting & Decorating
Tiling

Plastering
Home Improvements

General DIY
No job too small

07787398983 / 01359760042
jlmdevelopments1@gmail.com

01359 242942

F: 9-5
Sat: 9-2

Station Road, Elmswell  IP309HD (behind the pharmacy)

Not just a pet food shop...
We also have a large stock of 
pet sundries, wild bird foods, 
poultry feeds and coldwater 
and tropical fish sundries.

Come and 
see our 
range of 
products 

today!

We also stock horse grooming equipment, 
frozen reptile foods, salt tablets for your 

water softeners and dishwashers… 
and much more.
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All aspects of tree 
surgery, landscaping 

and fencing 
undertaken 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Visit our website for information about our company and the work we do  

www.wjarvistreeservices.co.uk 

Call for a free estimate & advice T: 01359 241958 M: 07891208710 M: 07850046504 
E: wjarvistreeservices@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Fully insured, 24hr 
call out, council 

approved contractor 
and over 35 years in 

the industry 

enquiries@spi-des-ign.co.uk

www.spi-des-ign.co.uk

01359 408060

WEBSITE
DESIGN

BRANDING
& LOGO
DESIGN

PRINT
DESIGN

MARKETING
SOLUTIONS

SEO
SEARCH ENGINE
OPTIMISATION

Please contact us to discuss your graphic, 
web design or marketing requirements.

www.spi-des-ign.co.uk
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FStop Photography
Weddings, Portraits, Pets, Parties

Nigel Goodchild
Phone 07775670537
16 Pyes Meadow, Elmswell
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 9UF
Email ngoodchild1@outlook.com

Do you have a                
problem? 
We can help 

New Advice Outreach Service 
Coming to Elmswell                            
in September 2016.  

 

Drop in for FREE advice                        
on any issue. 

 

Starting Tuesday 20th              
September 2016. 

 

Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of 
the month between                
9.30am—12.30pm. 

 

At The Blackbourne                 
Community Centre, Elmswell. 

Starts 20th 

September

GARETH, Nicola, Greg and Jen  
look forward to continuing to serve as  

Elmswell Butchers along the lines of their  
~‘Field to Fork’ award winning shop in Lavenham,  
sourcing high-welfare, local quality products.

In addition to our fine butchery range  
we offer handmade meat pies, pasties and more, 

together with Maynard House fruit juices, 
Beehouse honey and Rafi’s Spicebox curry packs.

Our ever expanding range currently includes:
•  Blythburgh free-range pork
•  Barrack Farm, Woolpit, traditional breed beef
•  Phil Truin’s free range chicken
•  Shimpling Park Farm organic lamb
•  Seasonal wild venison shot by Gareth & Greg,  
•  both qualified deer stalkers
•  Free range chicken & duck eggs
•  Suffolk cured ham, cooked turkey, salt & roast beef…

EXCHANGE THIS VOUCHER FOR 
10%  OFF  YOUR NEXT SHOP

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and at www.lavenhambutchers.com
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps
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 SceneGreen

All aspects of tree surgery
Soft and hard landscaping
Maintenance and lawn care
Domestic & Commercial contracts
Fully insured
NPTC Qualified

01359 298141 / 07866 866880

Arboricultural and
Landscape Solutions

info@greenscenetreesurgery.co.uk

Contact for free quotations and advice

Decorating, Glass & 
Building Centre
Dettingen Way, Bury St Edmunds IP33 3TX
01284 762401 • www.kentblaxill.co.uk

@KBDecorating Designer Paints & 
Wallpapers from 

Little Greene,
Designers Guild 

F&B and more

    REMOVALS 
& STORAGE

CALL WARD’S OF STANTON  
FOR A FREE QUOTATION ON:

HOUSE MOVES, HOUSE CLEARANCE,  
OFFICE RE-LOCATION AND  

PACKING SERVICES. 
STORAGE AVAILABLE AT SECURE PREMISES.

ALL FULLY INSURED.

Office: 01359 251198 
Mobile: 07976 353447

info@wardsofstanton.co.uk
www.wardsofstanton.co.uk
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K2B
BATHROOMS

• Fabulous range of kitchen and bathroom suites on display in our extensive showroom

• Contemporary to traditional all at competitive prices

• From design to installation with the option of a full fitting service available

• Contract Kitchens, kitchen doors and facelifts, supply only and to the trade

• Easy access and free parking, open 6 days a week Mon - Sat

• Free no obligation surveys

FOR ALL YOUR KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM NEEDS...

2

K
IT

C
H

E
N

S

COME AND SEE US AT 
TOT HILL, OLD A14, 

STOWMARKET. IP14 3QQ
TEL: 01449 616065  
Fax: 01449 616638

KITCHENS2BATHROOMS@AOL.CO.UK

• Windows    •  Doors
• Conservatories,  Orangeries 
 and Glazed Extensions
• Fascias, Soffits  
  and Gutters

NO DEPOSIT
& 10 YEAR
GUARANTEE

TELEPHONE: 

01284 700456
GET AN INSTANT ONLINE PRICE AT: 
www.fcd-home.co.uk

All Your Home Improvements 

Under One Roof

2015 
AWARD 

WINNERS

King’s Cooling Solutions Ltd
Refrigeration Air Conditioning Heat Pumps

Contact Mark:
07511 893013 or 01359 240789

Repairs, Installation and 
Service of: 
Refrigeration - Commercial 
Air Conditioning, -
Commercial and Domestic
Air Source and Ground 
Source Heat Pumps

Cellar Coolers
Chillers
Cold Rooms
24 hr call out for 
contract customers
Bottle Coolers
27 years’ experience
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Full Council is scheduled to meet on the 3rd Monday monthly, excepting August. However, if the need arises, an Extraordinary 
Meeting can be called by the Chairman over the summer break to deal with urgent matters, dispensing with some of the regular 
monthly business.  Unusually, this happened twice this year when Planning applications were submitted outside of a time frame 
that could be dealt with by the regular monthly meetings. Council met on 15th, as previously reported, and, again, on 31st at 
Blackbourne.  There were 8 councillors present, along with Parish Clerk Mr Peter Dow, and 30 members of the public. The next 
scheduled Ordinary Meeting took place on 19th September with 9 Councillors, 12 members of the public, District Council Ward 
Members Cllrs Sarah Mansel, & John Levantis all present, together with the Clerk.

This report is compiled from those meetings by the Parish Clerk and edited by the Council’s Editorial Board which is made up of 
the Council Chairman, Cllr Fred Pallett, the Council Vice-chairman, Cllr Shaun Pratt and Cllr Mike Friend, elected by his peers 
to join them.  It seeks to cover some of the more interesting or significant items thought to deserve wider public attention. Further 
background and reference to subsequent events are included where relevant.

The Minutes of recent Parish Council meetings and of Committee meetings, together with the agenda for the next meeting, 
when published, are available on line at www.elmswell.onesuffolk.net, in the Memorial Library and from the Parish Clerk by 
arrangement.  Bound copies of older Minutes are lodged with the Suffolk County Records Office in Bury St. Edmunds.  The most 
recent Minutes, from the 31st August Council meeting, as approved at this meeting, are posted in the community notice board at 
the Co-op.

Planning results    
The following were noted as received from 
Mid Suffolk, the Planning Authority, having 
been supported by the Parish Council 
and permission granted.  The Mid Suffolk 
Planning website gives full particulars under 
the appropriate reference numbers:

2680/16 Rear extension at  
10, Baker’s Mill

2802/16 Rear extension at  
White gates new Road

3036/16 Tree works at  
110, Bennett Avenue

2918/16 External staircase at  
Beresford Barn, Ashfield Road

3282/16 Tree works at  
11, Crabtree Meadow

Planning applications  
Over the 2 meetings, the following Planning 
applications were supported:

3323/16 Removal of Planning condition 
restricting occupancy at The 
Coach Yard, Grove Lane

3383/16 Larger Home Extension 
notification at 29, Miller Close

3522/16 Bungalow at Yew Tree House, 
Ashfield Road

No comment was suggested ref 3660/16 for 
tree works at 20, Oxer Close.  However, the 
Clerk was delegated to speak with the Suffolk 
Preservation Society towards formulating 
a response with regard to proposals for 
works at the 16th Century Tudor Cottages 
in School Road under references 3822/16 
& 3473/16.  This response drew attention 
to the minimal practical gain ensuing from 
this proposal and the lack of indication of 
the structural compensation required to 
maintain the building’s integrity without 
a key support element.  Although in this 
iteration the chimney breast is not related 
to the longer standing historic fabric of 
the cottages, it is the case that some sort of 
chimney and fireplace structure will have 
existed from the 16th Century build so as to 

allow heating of all of the rooms.  There is, 
inevitably, a diminution in the character of 
these buildings should there be no reference 
to this essential structural feature and 
no overwhelming argument in favour its 
removal 

New radio mast    
Having, at an earlier meeting, considered 
a consultation document regarding the 
proposed installation of another radio 
mast to improve local mobile telephone 
reception on the Station Road Industrial 
Estate adjacent to the Bacon Factory site, 
Councillors reiterated their early concerns 
in objecting to the application under 
reference 3633/16.  The reservations have 
since been echoed by the developer of the 
adjacent 190 dwelling development on the 
redundant Bacon Factory site. The proposal 
is appropriate in the current industrial 
setting, but, as Messrs Taylor Wimpey have 
demonstrated, it will pose an intrusive 
and possibly harmful neighbour to their 
new estate, particularly at Plot No. 30 
immediately adjacent. Whilst appreciating 
that the proposal site represents the best 
choice amongst those considered when 
siting this facility, the immediate future 
development places it in an inappropriately 
residential context and should be re-thought. 
For this reason, Councillors urged rejection 
of this application. 
 
Planning application for 60 new 
houses off Borley Crescent 

Councillors wholeheartedly supported 
the representations against this proposal 
made by neighbouring residents and urged 
rejection for the following reasons:

1 The access to the proposed development 
of 60 dwellings via Blackbourne 
Road and Borley Crescent presents 
a serious hazard.  The feeder road, 
Blackbourne Road, from its junction 
with Ashfield Road, serves Orchard 
Close (32 dwellings), Pye’s Meadow 
(39 dwellings), Borley Crescent (46 
dwellings) and Blackbourne Road itself 
(77 dwellings).  The addition of 60 new 

dwellings would require this road and 
its junction to accommodate the traffic 
from 254 dwellings with no other access.  
Given the current experience of on-
street parking and existing traffic flows, 
Blackbourne Road and its junction with 
Ashfield Road are close to maximum safe 
capacity and will not, without hazard, 
cope with the extra traffic load suggested 
by this Application.  There are particular 
concerns regarding access for emergency 
vehicles.  Further, the Permission granted 
under 3918/15 for 190 dwellings on the 
redundant Harris site places the access to 
this development in very close proximity 
to the Blackbourne Road junction and 
almost directly opposite.   
The foregoing clearly suggests that this 
proposal runs counter to Local Plan 
Policy T10 with specific reference to the 
requirements for:

•	 The provision of safe access to and egress 
from the site;

•	 The suitability of existing roads giving 
access to the development, in terms of 
the safe and free flow of traffic;

•	 Whether the amount of traffic generated 
by the proposal will be acceptable in 
relation to the capacity of the road 
network in the locality of the site.

2 The Applicant’s Transport Assessment, 
para 4.6 refers, is incorrect in its 
extrapolation of the parking spaces 
required under the Suffolk Guidance 
for Parking Standards.  From the house 
types indicated there is a need for 103 
spaces which cannot be accommodated 
on the indicative layout which forms part 
of the Application.  This goes against 
Local Plan Policy T9 which requires that 
development proposals will normally 
be required to provide for the parking 
and manoeuvring of vehicles on the 
application site.

3 The traffic flow assumptions made in 
the Transport Assessment which forms 
part of this application allow for the 
anticipated loading from the Harris 
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 ELMSWELL PARISH COUNCIL - SEPTEMBER REPORT
development on junctions but not on the 
serious and hazardous pinch point which 
is the railway crossing.  Furthermore, the 
assessment of arrival rates at the crossing 
are made on an even-distribution 
basis which ignores the very real and 
observable problems of clustering.  With 
190 houses from the Harris site and 60 
houses under this proposal, there should 
be consideration by the Authority, prior 
to any Permission for this scheme, of an 
impact assessment towards Local Plan 
Policy T1 objectives seeking to benefit 
the free flow of traffic through Elmswell, 
improved accessibility to industrial and 
commercial areas at Grove Lane and 
beyond and the improvement, rather 
than degradation, of the quality of life 
for residents.  The clear aspirational 
direction suggested by the emerging 
Elmswell Neighbourhood Plan for a 
relief road over the railway line should be 
investigated towards possible developer 
contribution. 

4 Core Strategy Policy CS 6 requires that 
new development will be expected 
to provide or support the delivery of 
appropriate and accessible infrastructure 
to meet the justifiable needs of 
that development. It requires that 
consideration be given to the timing 
of infrastructure provision and accepts 
that development may need to be 
phased to ensure the proper provision of 
infrastructure. The listed local priorities 
for which infrastructure contributions 
may be sought include utility provision, 
transport infrastructure, healthcare and 
education.  It is clearly the case that, in 
all 4 of these key areas, the provision of 
infrastructure set against the Harris site 
permission coupled with the proposals 
here is badly deficient, viz:

•	 Transport and highways, as above, cannot 
cope without contributions towards an 
initiative to bypass the railway crossing;

•	 The health centre at Woolpit continues 
to show signs of strain under current 
patient loading and has not demonstrated 
a strategy to deal with recent dramatic 
proposed increases across its catchment, 
including from this proposal;

•	 The Anglian Water foul sewer network 
is stressed within Elmswell and at 
the treatment works in Kiln Lane…
the requirements of 190 dwellings at 
the Harris site impose a serious strain 
and this application seeks to make the 
situation untenable;

•	 SCC Education has recently published 
to the Press the fact that the Harris 
development will create overcrowding 
at Elmswell School and the need for 
expansion on the very constrained school 
site…this proposal can only make these 
shortcomings the more damaging to the 
community.

In light of the above, Councillors feel that 
the following observations should 
be seriously considered by Planning 
Committee members:

A The very unusual nature of the feeder 
road situation, seeking, as it does, to add 
60 houses to the existing 194 dwellings off 
a junction to the east soon to be faced by 
another almost opposite to the west and 
servicing an initial 190 new dwellings, 
deserves evaluation on the ground.  The 
situation may not be fully appreciated by 
Members whose acquaintance will largely 
be as through-traffic travellers along 
Ashfield Road.  Members are urged, 
therefore, to agree to a site visit and to 
walk the access route.

B The Application has the means of access 
as the only Planning Condition to be 
imposed.  To leave the number and type 
of dwellings as Reserved Matters stands 
to jeopardised what is an acceptable 
scheme in its regard to density and 
layout by leaving open the chance and 
likelihood of a later negotiation towards 
larger, less appropriate, dwellings on 
grounds of an over-sympathetic Viability 
Assessment.  Should Permission be 
granted it should enshrine the house 
types and density as per the indicative 
layouts presented with the current 
application.

C Notwithstanding any of the above, 
the Permitted Development Rights 
pertaining to any permission should be 
constrained so that garage and parking 
spaces within the development shall, 
in perpetuity, be retained and remain 
free of obstruction except for the 
purposes of manoeuvring and parking of 
vehicles specific to the enjoyment of the 
occupants of the relevant property.

Orchard Cottage   Councillors considered 
an application, ref. 3021/16, for the erection 
of a bungalow on land to the rear of Orchard 
Cottage, New Road, utilising vehicular 
access recently approved as part of Planning 
permission 4170/15.  They objected to 
the application and urged refusal on the 
following grounds:

  There is a clear and blatant breach of 
Condition 3 of Permission granted on 
15.01.16 under reference 4170/15.  This 
requires that, at the time of completion of the 
access which formed part of that application 
as drawing P3915-02: 
… all other means of vehicular access within 
the frontage as ref. drawing P3915-01shall 
be permanently and effectively stopped up in 
a manner which previously shall have been 
approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority...  
The condition was an essential prerequisite 
to the Permission as it effectively addressed a 
serious traffic hazard and threat to road safety 

by removing vehicular access from Orchard 
Cottage directly on to the dangerous bend at 
the 3-way junction of New Road, The Street 
and Cooks Road where the sweep of the bend 
and the priority accorded to New Road / The 
Street through traffic results in a fast blind 
spot for pedestrians.  This is particularly 
relevant in the context of children walking to 
Elmswell School and to the adjacent nursery. 
The new access is completed.  The original 
access has been retained to service Orchard 
Cottage. Its continued use is implicit in this 
application. 
Should this application succeed, the 
original hazard would remain and would be 
exacerbated by a doubling of domestic traffic 
accessing the highway at this point. 
Apart from the contravention of the key 
Condition in 4170/15, this proposal is in 
direct conflict with Local Plan Policy T10.

A14 corridor Planning liaison   The Clerks 
and Chairmen of Elmswell, Thurston 
and Woolpit Parish Councils recently 
met at the invitation of Mid Suffolk with 
Planning officers and Ward Members to 
discuss the advantages of a collaborative 
approach to the recent spate of applications 
for large developments in these and other 
communities along the A14.  The realities 
of the current Planning constraints were 
discussed and all agreed that the strain on the 
4 main areas of infrastructure - Highways, 
Health Services, Education and Utilities 
-  needed to be addressed by the agencies 
involved in their provision.  A County 
Council Highways officer is to be asked to 
address the next meeting with a view to a 
better understanding by the representatives 
of local communities of appropriate ways to 
argue a case for adequate provision in the 
face of what is seen by many as unacceptable 
extra traffic loading.

Pre- application Planning approaches   
The Council already has a firm protocol 
which governs the way it must deal with 
approaches from developers prior to the 
submission of Planning applications.  It 
has been, additionally, agreed that any 
such consultation must take place with the 
Chairman and Vice chairman of the Planning 
Committee together with the Clerk and that 
a written report must be tabled at the next 
proximate meeting of full Council.

Wesley chapel site   
 The Clerk confirmed that the due process 
towards acquiring the facility for the 
community is proceeding as anticipated 
with requisite searches undertaken and a 
structural engineer’s report commissioned 
together with a specific ancillary investigation 
and report on the dry rot in the chapel.  
There were several comments of appreciation 
and thanks when public input was invited 
together with assurances that the users of the 
current facility had been supportive of the 
Council’s initiative all the way.
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 ELMSWELL PARISH COUNCIL - SEPTEMBER REPORT
Next meeting   The next meeting is 
scheduled for 17th October at 7.30pm in 
The Blackbourne.  The public are, as ever, 
welcome to attend all Council and Council 
committee meetings and the agenda will 
always offer opportunities for questions 
and comment.  Agendas are published on 
line at www.elmswell.onesuffolk.net,  on the 
Council’s notice board at Crown Mill and in 
the community notice board at the Co-op 
outside the Post Office.

CONTACTING YOUR LOCAL SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM (SNT)
To speak to an officer from your local SNT, because they may well be out on patrol, the easiest option is to telephone 
the number 101, which is the new number across England and Wales for local police forces. You will then be told you 
are being put through to Suffolk Constabulary’s Police HQ, where you can speak to the operator and either ask to be put 
through to a particular officer, or to Mid Suffolk South Safer Neighbourhood team office. 

As an alternative you can email them directly through the following link: Email: stowmarket.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

Enquiries on any or all of the above, or on any Council matter, are invited through 
the Parish Clerk, Peter Dow at the Parish Clerk’s Office, Station Road, Elmswell  
IP30 9HR.   telephone 01359  244134  email clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk.

The office is situated on the Station Road Industrial Estate, behind 
the Fox pub and right next to the railway line above Gobblins 
factory premises.  It is open for business on weekdays from 
9.00am – 5.30 pm, excepting Bank Holidays.  The answerphone is 
monitored daily.

From the Parish Clerk’s Report to the  
Extraordinary Meeting 15th August 2016   
I was concerned at the suggestion at the 
Council meeting on 15th August of any 
impropriety on Council’s part in the matter 
of pre-application meetings with developers.  
The issue arose from the statement by a 
member of the public that he had been told 
by the developer’s agents, Pegasus Planning, 
at the public consultation meeting held at 
Blackbourne on 21t July, that they had had 4 
meetings with the Parish Council.   
The 2 meetings including EPC that were 
held, on 06.11.15 & 11.07.16, are a matter 
of formal record having been reported back 
to Council and those reports duly minuted.  
No other meetings were held between the 
developer and/ or the agent and the Parish 
Council. 
It was my feeling that there was the 
possibility some innocent confusion between 
meetings which had been held with Mid 
Suffolk or others and those which were 
held with Parish Council representatives. I 
sent the following response to the resident 
concerned: 
I was approached by Pegasus Group on 
7th October ‘interested in meeting …
regarding their land interests in Elmswell.’  
Subsequently, Fred, myself and Sarah Mansel 
met with Robert Barber & Jenny Moor 
on 6th November.  Sarah co-ordinated the 
meeting on the understanding that Pegasus 
had already spoken with Mid Suffolk in 
discussions to which she was not party.  
The subsequent minuted report to the 16th 
November PC  meeting reads:

15.11.13              

Noted: The following when any other Planning 
Committee business for information, to be 
noted or  for inclusion on a future agenda was 
invited:

13.1   The Clerk reported that he and the 
Chairman had attended, at the 
invitation of Cllr Mrs Mansel, a 
meeting with agents of Endurance 

Estates who have an interest in 
land in the village which they would 
like to be considered when the 
Neighbourhood  
Plan Group consults on specific 
site allocations.  Cllr Mansel had 
confirmed the  position of the 
Steering Group which is that, guided 
by professional advice and in close 
liaison with both District and County 
Planning officers, it is assessing the 
 community’s priorities in advance 
of being in a position to consider 
the possibilities suggested when the 
District Planning Authority’s ‘call for 
sites’  exercise are 
 published.

13.2  The Clerk reported on a meeting 
attended by himself, Cllr Pallett, 
Cllr Mrs Mansel  and Cllr Levantis 
convened at the request of Messrs 
Taylor Wimpey to discuss the 
 forthcoming detailed Planning 
application for 190 dwellings at 
the Bacon Factory site.  In light of 
feedback from residents who had 
attended the public consultation on 
the proposals, it was confirmed that 
the developer might better satisfy the 
needs of  the community by including 
more bungalows and small affordable 
market dwellings, such as flats, whilst 
avoiding the siting of dwellings facing 
on to Ashfield Road where on-street 
parking would, inevitably, pose a 
problem.

13.3       The Clerk brought to the Meeting’s 
attention a proposal from the Chief 
Planning  Development Officer at 
MSDC to convene a meeting including 
Parish Council  representatives  and 
Ward Members towards explaining 
the strategic planning  process 
as it applies to the Call for Sites 
submissions affecting Elmswell.

I have included the rest of that Minute as I  
feel that it demonstrates the breadth of our 
reporting of such matters.

The second meeting was held on 11th July this 
year attended by myself, Fred, Shaun, Sarah, 
Peter Edmonds, Jane Storey & John Levantis.  
This was the subject of a presentation by 
myself with the aid of the developer’s draft 
layouts on the screen, Minuted thus:

16.07.15           

Noted: The following when any other Planning 
Committee business for information, to be 
noted or for inclusion on a future agenda was 
invited: 
15.1    It was noted that a meeting was held 
under Council’s Pre-Application Protocol on 
11.07.16 with the Planning Consultant and 
Developer together with the Chairman and 
 Vice chairman of Council, the Vice chairman 
of Council’s Planning Committee, all 3 
Ward Members and the Clerk regarding a 
public consultation due 21.07.16 on proposals 
 for development at Warren Lane and at 
Wetherden Road. 
 I have since had the following confirmation, 
having made enquiry of the developer’s 
agent: 
Dear Peter,

Many thanks for your email. I’ve reviewed our 
records and your understanding is correct, two 
meetings were held on 6 November 2015 and 
11 July 2016. Another meeting was held with 
Mid Suffolk District Council officers on 17 
March 2016, which I should imagine is where 
the misunderstanding has arisen.

I hope this helps but let me know if you have 
any further queries.

With best regards,  
Jamie Robert, Planner, Pegasus

The mistake is, I suggest, entirely 
understandable and I trust that any doubt 
has been removed.                           Peter Dow



What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.

For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at  
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.

Tell us more -  telephone 241841 or email: elmswellamenities@f2s.com

October 2016 
3 Ladies Friendship Group at  

Elmswell Baptist Church 7.45pm -  
Modern Day Nursing with Alice Skull 

5 Elmswell ExchangeW.I. Andrea Davey  
- Let’s Build a Gingerbread House 

6 Over 55’s Club    Bingo

11 ElmswellWI  we meet at at The Blackbourne for 
7.30pm Elmswell Butchers  Speaker Alistair 

13 Food ‘n’ Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

13 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley 
Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker Christine Redington:                                                            
“Women’s Work in the Great War”  

14 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall 10.15am 
– 12 noon

17 Spinning Wheel Theatre production of  
CASANOVA 7.30pm at Blackbourne

18 Gardening Club 7.30pm Blackbourne 
Talk:   Good Companions

18 Elmswell Exchange Social Club Mr. Parfitt 
Return to Bhutan in the Himalayas Raffle

20 Over 55’s Club  Mike Reed entertains  OPEN 
EVENING

21 St. John’s Friday Ladies Lunch @ The Wesley Hall 
11.30am 

28 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall 10.15am 
– 12 noon

28 Elmswell Bingo at the Blackbourne,  
doors open at 6.45, eyes down 7.30

November 2016 
2 Elmswell ExchangeW.I. Jason Salisbury

 The Story of Suffolk Cheeses 

3 Over 55’s Club   Hot Dogs and Quiz Night 

7 Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist 
Church 7.45pm - Preparations for Christmas 
with members 

8 ElmswellWI we meet at the  Blackbourne for 
7.30pm Haughley Hoofers

10 Food ‘n’ Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

10 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall. 
7.30pm, Speaker  Pip Wright:  “Class of 1763, 
Earl Stonham Charity School” 

11 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall 10.15am 
– 12 noon

12 ‘Remembrance and Reflection’  
10.50am St John’s Church

13 Remembrance Day Service  
in St John’s Church 10.30am

15 Gardening Club 7.30pm Blackbourne 
AGM + Slideshow of 2016 Open Gardens and 
Visit to Beth Chatto Gardens

15 Elmswell Exchange Social Club Bingo Raffle

17 Over 55’s Club Stowmarket Concert Band 

18 St John’s Christmas Fair  
at the Blackbourne 2pm-4pm

18 ELF Wine Tasting evening with Bob Stopp on 
“French Wines” commencing 7:30pm. Tickets 
available from the Library £12:50 each

18 St. John’s Friday Ladies Lunch @ The Wesley Hall 
11.30am 

18/21 Over 55’s Eastbourne Turkey & Tinsel book early

25 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall 10.15am 
– 12 noon

25 Elmswell Bingo at the Blackbourne,  
doors open at 6.45, eyes down 7.30

27 ELF Christmas Draw at The Fox

December 2016 
3 Over 55’s Club Xmas Party with “Jim Bob Duo”

4 Elmswell Baby and Toddler Group  
Christmas Party 2016

5 Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist 
Church 7.45pm - Nosh & Natter, entertainment 
by Born in a Barn - open to men as well 

6 Elmswell Exchange Social Club Christmas Lunch 

7 Elmswell ExchangeW.I. Christmas Celebrations 

8 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley 
Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker Michael Rimmer:  
“Angel Roofs of East Anglia” featuring beautiful 
music & stunning photographs. Light seasonal 
refreshments will be served. *This event is 
ADVANCE TICKETS  only, none on the door.  
Tel. 01359-242601 for details. 

8 Food ‘n’ Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday 

9 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall 10.15am 
– 12 noon

13 ElmswellWI at the Blackbourne for 7.30pm 
Xmas Party

16 St. John’s Friday Ladies Lunch @ The Wesley Hall 
11.30am

16 Elmswell Bingo at the Blackbourne,  
doors open at 6.45, eyes down 7.30

2017
January 2017
12 Food ‘n’ Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 

midday

12 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley 
Hall. 7.30pm,  Speakers Peter McGee & Graham 
Mack: “Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying 
Machines – Elmswell’s Great War Aviators”  

February 2017 
9 Food ‘n’ Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 

midday

9 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall. 
7.30pm,  Speaker Helen Geake:   “After Roman 
Britain, who were the Anglo-Saxons?”

March 2017

9 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall. 
7.30pm,  Speaker Gareth Davies:  “Pablo Fanque’s 
Fair & early Victorian Circus”

25 Elmswell Baby and Toddler Group  
Nearly New Sale 2017

April 2017                                  

13 Elmswell History Group’s 17th 
Anniversary meeting, Wesley Hall.                                            
7.30pm,   Speaker Chloë Cockerill: “East Anglian 
Saints, including St Edmund”

May 2017 

11 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall. 
7.30pm,    Speaker  Mark Mitchels:   “Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson, Doctor & Mayor of Aldeburgh”   
*July tickets on sale*                                   

June 2017 

8 Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall. 
7pm  A.G.M.,  then  Speaker Paul Peachey:                                      
“Elmswell’s  historical Postcards”    
*July tickets on sale*   

July 2017 

13  Elmswell History Group –                                       
Annual Outing:  To be arranged       

NEW  
AT  

BLACKBOURNE… 
KARATE with  

Lewis Greathead 
- Tuesdays 7.15 -8.15 
- Fridays 6.00 – 7.00
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Regular meetings at Blackbourne
Wednesday    
Scouts 5.45 – 9.00 
Jujutsu martial arts class 7.00 – 9.00 
Winters Academy – dance classes 4.00 – 6.00
Thursday    
Brownies 5.30 – 8.00 
Over 55’s 7.00 – 10.00 (2nd & 4th monthly)

Friday    
Bingo (last Friday monthly) eyes down 7.30   
BATS – Badminton & Table Sports – 7.00 – 10.00 
Karate 5.00 – 7.00

Sunday    
Sozo Home Church 10.30 – 12.30, usually every 3rd 
Sunday.  All welcome.  www.sozohomechurch.com

Forge Church one  Sunday each  month 1.30 – 6.00

To make a booking enquiry
Call;    244134 
Email;     clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

For a friendly and

        professional approach
 ✔ practical advice  ✔ experienced staff        ✔ personal service

family law
child care
employment
conveyancing
personal injury
business advice
leases
wills & probate
trusts and tax
licensing
crime
housing
consumer issues
debt advice

Burnett Barker
Solicitors
(01284) 701131

Collingwood House,  
20 Whiting Street,  

Bury St Edmunds IP331NX

Fax: (01284) 760310
Email: bb@burnettbarker.co.uk

Monday      
Guides 6.30 – 8.00,  
Youth Club 7.00 – 9.00

Tuesday     
Beavers 5.15 – 6.30  
Slimming World 5.30 & 7.30   
WI (2nd Tuesday monthly) 7.00 – 10.30  
Gardening club (3rd Tuesday monthly) 7.00 – 10.00 
Guides Trefoil Guild 
 (1st Tuesday monthly) 7.00 – 9.00

Badminton courts available during 
the day @ £5.00 p.h.  and to fit 
around evening bookings @ £6.00 
...call 244134 to register and book

BJW
PLUMBING & HEATING
YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation

Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling

Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes

Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs

GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549

200169

Thedwastre Place, Station Hill,  

Thurston, Bury St. Edmunds,  

Suffolk, IP31 3QU 
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Open 8am-5pm Monday-Friday 

Tel : 01359 230536   Mob : 07808 508864 

www.davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk       

info@davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk 

Local, honest, friendly, reliable family run business  

offering car and light commercial vehicle repairs:- 

Class 4,5 & 7 MOT tests & repairs, servicing, tyres,   

air con re-gas and testing, diagnostics, exhausts,   

cam belts, batteries, brake overhauls, recoveries 

Members of the www.goodgaragescheme.com 

NO WORK IS CARRIED OUT WITHOUT  

FULL CONSENT FROM THE CUSTOMER 



Printed by Printing for Pleasure 01473 652354

Based on the memoirs of history’s most notorious lover, this fast-paced, furiously funny production charts the legendary lothario’s exploits across 
Europe. From his early childhood school days, to his loves, his losses, and his scandalous misadventures.  
This Autumn, Spinning Wheel Theatre’s thrilling new play hits the road across East Anglia. A joyous romp through the sexual escapades and madcap 
situations in the perilous and exhausting life of Giacomo Casanova, featuring an ornate tapestry of ludicrous characters, acting out their absurd 
existences across Europe, making this the perfect antidote any gloomy October evening! 
This production contains scenes of a sexual nature, and is suitable for ages 15+

Blackbourne Centre, Elmswell, Monday 17th October – 7.30pm
Tickets: £9.50 (£7.50 concessions)

Available from www.spinningwheeltheatre.com 

LICENSED BAR & REFRESHMENTS


