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EDITORIAL

Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate.
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email at; eaa.elmswell.org.uk We reserve the right to edit any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

As it’s back-to-school time

?

A brief quiz would seem to be in order?
What, then, do the following have in common?
An extended warranty on a new kettle - Wider doorways - Wesley
Hopefully, dear reader, you didn’t even bother to
try to answer. If you did, and you came up with,
‘Future-Proofing’, you are strangely gifted and
possibly a little sad.
Nevertheless, you’re right! That’s the answer, but
how so?

1 Extended warranty However confident

the sales staff are that the product for which
you have just forked out a bit more than you’d
planned in recognition of its enhanced technology and the fact that a Mrs Paltrow uses
one, they are still keen that you insure against
it breaking down. It is, they tell you guilelessly, very unlikely to fail. They have never heard
of one that had a problem. Their mum swears
by hers, and she hates Mrs Paltrow for being,
‘now’t but a flibberty gibbet’. But they do recommend insurance against the unthinkable.
However, sadly, this is not, ‘future proofing’.
By the time it breaks down outside of the
manufacturer’s statutory warranty period you
will have paid several years’, ‘extended warranty,’ instalments. Apart from the facts that
you’ve lost the paperwork and that both the
people who made it and the shop that sold it
have gone out of business, the technology will
have moved on at a pace to make your original
look very old hat. It probably won’t talk to
an App and the instruction manual, under,
‘Bluetooth’, will recommend a mouthwash.
Future-proofing tip...buy a new one.

2 Wider doorways Forget, ‘persons of

over-size’, as we now have to call them. We
need, let’s be brutal, wider doorways to accommodate wheelchairs. We need wheelchairs because we have, world-wide, stopped
dying fast enough. Thanks to ’medical breakthroughs’, and, ‘life-style enhancement’, we are
unlikely to end up in a grave pit with whole
neighbourhoods of the smallpoxed dead, nor
are we to be mangled, shredded and spat out
by a steam driven cotton spinning machine.
No, with the right pills, potions, plastic inserts
and bionic bits we can carry on. And on and
on. One arm of medical science, our friendly
veterinarians, have developed in a field which
medicine for humans has, so far, avoided.
They kill their patients. When the pain or the
indignity are unreasonable and the quality of
life is minimal or nil, then they can put the
patient, ‘to sleep’. Unless and until we grasp
that particular opportunity to widen the options for humans, we soldier on. This, clearly,
is too much of a burden for the existing health
services to cope with. There isn’t the room
for a vast proportion of our population in

hospitals or care homes. There is, however,
room in our own homes – by definition, as
we’re already living there. Which we could
continue to do if the houses we are building
took account of certain factors which affect
an older household – like wet rooms, walk in
showers, ramped access – and wide doors for
wheelchairs. Unfortunately the system that
could deliver this boon is not up to the job.
For example? At our own Borley Crescent.
Planning Permission was recently granted for
60 dwellings. The next stage in the process
is that another Permission has to be sought
which includes the finer detail of how the 60
houses are to be arranged on the site, what
sizes they should be and what contribution the
development must pay for the measures that
are needed - such as in education provision
– for the extra population to be comfortably
grafted on to what we’ve already got. Time
and time again, usually by crying poverty
through what’s called a, ‘viability survey’,
the developer reduces the aspects which the
community needs and increases the aspects
which their bottom line needs. This time, the
difference is brutal. We were promised, back
in July 2016 at the ‘public consultation’ stage,
at least one third of the dwellings to be bungalows. We need bungalows if we are to be able
to offer to our ageing community the chance
to stay with us and continue to make their
contribution. This is called future proofing.
From 30%, ie between 16 and 21 bungalows,
we are now promised just 4. Once again there
will be a public consultation, as advertised in

this month’s magazine. There probably won’t
be a massive turnout.

3 Wesley All is not lost. Where we have

some control it seems that we are exercising it
wisely. It is clear that, with a Planning system
that is set to deliver at least a 30% increase in
our population over the next 15 or so years,
pressure will increase on all of the services
that the Planners call, ‘infrastructure’. One
such is the rather vague provision of, ‘community facilities’. Blackbourne has become
a victim of its own success and is bursting
at the seams. Hence the Parish Council’s
recent purchase, on our behalf, of the Wesley
chapel site at School Road, snatched from the
inevitable threat from the owners of development for housing. The dry rot is dealt with
and the process of selecting and instructing
an architect to develop the space as a suitable
addition to what Blackbourne can offer is well
advanced. This is future proofing, and our
councillors have taken it further by specifying
a facility that is adaptable to the current needs
of today’s users but, crucially, multi-purpose
enough to deal with our populations yet to
come.
There is soon to be the chance to join in this
future proofing lark. We can all have something of a say in where the village is headed.
On offer, from May 2019, is the chance to put
yourself forward to serve at least 4 years, and
possibly much longer, as a councillor. Join
the battle for wider doorways, more bungalows - for future proofing.
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL ART CLUB
The news of the sudden death at home of
Annette Blanshard, our club secretary, was
greeted with shock and much sadness by all
members. Annette was much admired and
respected, always with a smile and possessed
of a pleasant and cheerful disposition. She
was an active and positive member of the art
club. Annette was an accomplished artist
whose skill, perception and understanding of
her goals was clear for all to see. One of her
favourite topics was cats and we featured one
of her creations in the November issue of the
newsletter.

This month we are, in her memory, showing two of her
recent pictures. The puffin, done in watercolour, is unusual
in that it shows the bird in flight when most pictures show
puffins standing on rocks, often with fish in their beaks. I
am not a great lover of cats but Annette’s cat is one I could
happily have in my house. This has been superbly done in
polychromatic pencils. The detail is simply outstanding, look
at the eyes and you will see what I mean. She will be sadly
missed. On 27th and 28th October we shall be putting on
another show of our members’ work, most will be for sale.
John Welford 01359 240166

.

You come to nature with all her theories and she knocks them all flat.
Pierre Auguste Renoir

ELMSWELL EXCHANGE
SOCIAL CLUB
This month the club tried a new idea and
had a fish and chip lunch. this was followed
by a Beetle Drive and thanks to Derek for
organising it. We enjoyed a cup of tea and
cake followed by the raffle.
Our next meeting is on September 18th and
we are going to Southwold. We leave the
Wesley Hall at 10am. Please ring Annie if
you would like to come.
On October 16th Rob
Parker will be
speaking about
Butterflies.
New members are
always welcome.
Enquiries to Carol
242 884

Flu Clinics

Our annual flu clinic dates are as follows:
Sat 6th Oct
08.00 – 12.00
Mon 24th Sep 17.30 – 19.00
Mon 1st Oct
17.30 – 19.00
Please telephone reception to book your time slot; other
times are available, please enquire at reception. 01359 240298
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ensure you get the most out of
your investments
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Mark Thompson
Company Director

Call NOW for your FREE, no obligation
initial consultation on 01473 828973
For more information visit www.thompsonfc.com
Units 1-2, Station Rd Industrial Estate, Station Rd, Elmswell , Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9HD.

ALL TYPES OF SERVICING - WELDING - MOT WORK - CLUTCHES - EXHAUSTS - SHOCKS
AIR CONDITIONING - TYRES - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS - BATTERIES - CAMBELTS - BRAKES
Independent Financial Advisors

10
12 Telephone Community News on 01473 823366

Your LOCAL GARAGE with over 20 years experience servicing and repairing all makes and models.

TEL: 01359 242479 OR VISIT: WWW.PARKGARAGESERVICES.CO.UK

TV & Audio Solutions
(Formerly BV Hicks Ltd)

Are you having trouble setting up or
operating your TV / Audio or DVD?
Has your equipment stopped working?
Does your TV need a re-tune?
Help is at hand - Call Toby Hicks
01449 741056 / 07968 686035

NEW DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES AND
TV PRODUCTS SUPPLIED

Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services
•
•
•
•

Carpets
Upholstery
Curtains
Hard Floors

call Peter on 01359 241577
email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk

www.elmswellvets.co.uk

ServiceMaster West Suffolk
Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

F. G. BROWN
– OPTICIANS

HAYWARDS
SOLICITORS

FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS
We offer Fixed Fees at Competitive Rates

Telephone: (01449) 613631

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk

www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk

Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients.

7 - 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ
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Denmark House,
41 Bury Street,
Stowmarket

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030
As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust
for all the family including:Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry
A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses
Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priority

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL
HISTORY GROUP
We hope you’ve all had a good summer, and
are now looking forward to getting back to our
usual Autumn activities.
The first talk of our new 2018-19 season on
13th September will be a welcome return of
highly regarded local historian and writer, Mark
Mitchels, who will be regaling us with “Edward
Fitzgerald and the Woodbridge Wits”. This
19th-century gentleman was best known to
literature as the translator of a famous Persian
poem, ‘The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam’, but
there is more to him than a single book. He
was a gentleman in an age when it was not
necessary for him to work, and so he lived the
life of ease, reading books, sailing the Suffolk
rivers he adored, and entertaining a select group
of Woodbridge intellectuals whom he jokingly
described as the ‘wits’.
In Sept, annual subs of £8pp (plus £2 per
meeting) will be due for payment, i.e. £10pp
at the first meeting attended. To assist our
Treasurer and Membership Secretary, it would
be much appreciated if members could bring
their completed membership forms (and exact
cash or cheque payable to “Elmswell History
Group”) with them that evening, and arrive a
little earlier than usual to allow time for this
yearly procedure. Many thanks.
New members are always warmly welcomed at
our meetings – just come along to the Wesley
Hall on the second Thursday each month, for
our prompt start at 7.30pm. You do not need
to become a member to attend, although it is
financially advantageous to do so if you plan
to attend more than half of the meetings per
year, the subjects of which are publicised in this
newsletter as well as on village notice boards, the
library and shop windows.
REMINDERS Heritage Open Days, this year over two
weekends, 6-9th and 13-16th September.
FREE EVENTS all over East Anglia, with
fascinating historic places to visit, many
of which are not normally open to the
general public. Details from local Tourist
Information Centres, the website - https://www.
heritageopendays.org.uk/ - and leaflets in our
Library, Post Office and Mace shop. Enjoy!
Bury’s WW1 Art Trail has been created to
commemorate the centenary of the ending of
WW1. It features 18 pieces of WW1-related
superb pieces of art, created by local talented
artists, which are on display across the town
centre until Armistice Day, 11th Nov. See the
History Group’s notice board in the Wesley
Hall, detailed leaflets are available from the
town centre’s TICs (Cathedral and Apex), or
all the info is at www.ourburystedmunds.com/
ww1trail .
Enjoy all these events and support our local
enthusiastic historians.
01359-242601
Website: www.elmswell-history.org.uk

ELMSWELL OVER 55’S CLUB
August was a very busy month for the club
which started with our holiday on the Isle of
Wight with 41 members and friends heading for
Sandown for a four night stay at the Burlington
Hotel .

On September 20th we have our “ Harvest
Supper” when we will be entertained by a “Piece
of Cake”
If anybody would like to join us for our visit
to Thursford Xmas Concert we have 2 tickets
available for the Afternoon show on Thursday
December 6th please contact me immediately on
241002 leave me a message and I will get back
to you.

ELMSWELL EXCHANGE
(Afternoon) W.I.

A break for coffee on Shanklin Isle of Wight
Whilst there we managed to pack in two full
days out on the coach with visits to Newport
Godshill and a Vinery to sample the local wines
and make some purchases to bring home.
The next day we called at Shanklin for morning
coffee and browse the quaint shops and thatched
pubs and cottages before following the coach
road to Ventnor then passing through several
villages before arriving at Allum Bay for lunch
and a bit of retail therapy in the many gift shops
and for the adventurous view the “Neddles” and
finally enjoying a Giant Mr Softy Ice Cream
before re-joining the coach passing through
Yarmouth and Parkhurst forest whilst making
our way to Ryde to view the Seafront and the
Hovercraft which cross the Solent to Portsmouth
Our rest day turned into a hectic day as several
of us were picked up from the hotel at 9 30am
travelling to Cowes where we boarded a pleasure
cruiser for a trip on the Solent viewing the
North of the Island as we made our way to
Portsmouth where we saw the Spinnaker Tower
and then viewed the Naval Dockyards where we
passed near to the new Aircraft Carrier (Elizabeth) which was being prepared ready to sail to
America. On our return there was time to pay
a visit to the beach which was packed out as we
had wall to wall sunshine every day.
After our evening meal several of us were picked
up and taken to Shanklin Theatre to see a stage
show (Beyond the West End).The had been
Bingo and Entertainment on three evenings so
there was plenty to keep everybody happy. Some
of the energetic even went out walking.
Our trip to Cambridge on August 16th started
out a bit damp but as we had plenty of time a
visit was made to the Gallops in Newmarket
to watch the horses in training then we called
at the National Stud for coffee arriving at the
“Georgina” to be served with Fish & Chips as we
headed down stream out of Cambridge with a
brilliant commentary as we passed the various
college boathouses and waterfront properties
after an hour the boat turned to make its return
into the city ,there being many Herons on the
river banks looking for fish.
The coach then took us out of the city onto
Coton Garden Centre for Afternoon Tea and
cakes with time to browse before returning
home.
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Our numbers were a little depleted at our
August meeting as quite a few of our group
were enjoying the sunshine on the Isle of Wight.
We still managed 20 very hot but stoic ladies
keen to hear about Life on a Narrowboat. Janet
Brown, our guest speaker, told her story and
we were all enthralled. Tired of life on her
own for twenty years, she decided to actively
search for a partner. After a few false starts she
found Neil. He had his own narrowboat called
“Grapple” and this was his home. (see photo)

Neil had been in the RAF and involved in
Operation Grapple in the 50’s, a time in his life
which made a mark. This is why his narrowboat
was named after the event. We were shown
excellent photos of the boat which appeared to
have everything most people would need in a
very small space. The only thing; you can’t
use all of your electrical equipment at the same
time. Janet and Neil were married and had the
marriage blessed on Grapple. We journeyed
with them through locks and along many
beautiful canals in England and Wales. Sadly,
Neil died while Janet was recovering from a
hip operation. Eventually, not wanting to live
on Grapple alone, she went back to bricks and
mortar. A lovely story but with a rather sad
conclusion. Both Janet and Neil were artists
and she brought along some of their work.
Janet is now very involved with the W.I. She
is one of the Trustees of the Suffolk West
Federation, organiser of the Combined Arts
training programme, and Area Representative
for our very own Denman College in
Oxfordshire.
Janet judged our competition (A Flower
arrangement in a small jug). First was Sylvia ,
Second Mary and third Barbara Yeates.
Next month, we welcome Linda Sexton who
will introduce us to Miss Grimwade and The
Girls of Hope House. Anyone interested in
local (Ipswich) history will be welcome to join
us. New members are
always welcome as are
guests. For details contact
Mary on 245022 or
Maureen on 241033.

going above
and beyond
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Delivering
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More than just an estate agent
01359 234444
mail@allhomes.uk.com
allhomes.uk.com

Langleys Conservatories and Windows
Tel: 01284 760345

The local family run business Visit us: www.langleysconservatories.co.uk
Email: enquiries@langleysconservatories.co.uk
established in 1986

Langleys conservatories and windows have been providing quality installations around the Bury St Edmunds
area since 1987. We pride ourselves on having a huge range of high quality products all installed by our
own highly trained teams of installers. Visit www.langleysconservatories.co.uk or find us on Facebook for
more details.

Windows and doors

Tailor made windows and doors
in UPVc and aluminium
Engineered to give exceptional
insulation and security.

House extensions and
summer rooms

full design, planning and building
control service. Projects tailored
to your requirements.

Conservatories

Bespoke conservatories to add a beautiful
additional living space to your home.
Built for year round living and additional
space.

If you are thinking of extending or improving your home contact us to
arrange a free, no obligation quotation on 01284 760345
or email enquiries@langleysconservatories.co.uk

All Wesley and Blackbourne booking enquiries are now handled from
the Parish Council office at Blackbourne – right next to the car park:

Tel: 244134

Email: clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL
GARDENING CLUB
‘Scorchio’? Heat wave? Gardening Club members shake their green fingers at any adverse
gardening conditions. Luckily, nothing keeps us
from our summer gardening outings - we blazed
through two visits in July. Our second visit
was Ickworth House, the stunning 18th century
Italianate country seat of the Marquis of Bristol
and now owned by the National Trust. Gardening Club member and NT volunteer, David Beer,
was our special guide to its history including the
spectacular rotunda and, of course, the Italianate
gardens.

The Ickworth rotunda commands the second
highest point in Suffolk and is approached via
exotic woodland such as the flat-topped Cedars
of Lebanon and stately Cypresses. These open
onto large colourful herbaceous borders. Not
so colourful two years’ ago, when gardeners and
volunteers stripped out the border to eliminate
invasive bindweed. National Trust does not
allow pesticides so all bindweed was laboriously
dug out by hand. Their work has paid off and
the borders are now a riot of summer colour.
As we made our way to the terrace and pleasure
gardens, we passed a hibernaculum – a great
word for introducing into pub conversation.
This is an opening in a false window where
bats may slip in and out of storage
rooms on the first floor of the house.
We approached manicured lawns
beautifully framed by box and yew
hedges, treading in the footsteps of
18th century ladies who must have
swished their way down the walks.
A place to meander and to gaze at
the wide-ranging vistas over to the
church and into the deer park. We
escaped the sun, by taking advantage of the sheltering trees in the
stumpery walk. Apparently the tree
stumps are a leftover from the WWII
when many parkland trees were
dynamited to make way for arable
farming. Ickworth takes the view
that nothing goes to waste and these
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fantastical, twisted stumps provide a frightening
background for the myths and fairy tales told to
younger visitors. What were basalt rocks doing
in the middle of the stumpery? Apparently the
4th Earl was also Earl Bishop of Derry and the
Giant’s Causeway was part of his see, so moving
a few blocks of basalt to Ickworth was no bother.
Wonder whether the Irish giant Finn MacCool
missed his footing as he stepped over to Staffa
which is the other side of the Irish Sea? Tea and
scones beckoned but we still had time to admire
the Giant Redwood trees. Apparently their
spongy bark protects them from forest fires, and
the ash from these fires provides fertile ground
for their winged seeds. Also we didn’t need the
magnificent Mediterranean Holm Oak with its
fortune telling leaves to know that David had
given us a fascinating in-depth tour of Ickworth’s
Italianate Gardens.
It’s all aboard for ‘Elmsfest’ on Sunday, 2nd September, where the Gardening Club will have a
tombola stall just inside the main hall. Not only
great prizes but a synopsis of our speakers for
our autumn programme and an outline of the
speakers booked for 2019. Come and visit us.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 18th
September, 7.30pm, at the Blackbourne, when
Matthew Tanton-Brown will talk to us about
Seasonal Interest in the Autumn Garden that is
if anything survived our searing summer. If you
require further information please contact Nick
Chamberlin on 242601

P H Peckham
Plumbing and
Heating Engineer

214650

•

24 HOUR CALL OUT

28 Eastern Way

•

FREE Estimates

Elmswell

•

Tel. 01359 240958
Mob. 07802 642884

Corgi Registered Solid Fuel,
Oil or Gas

•

Email:
phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com

Bathroom Suites Designed
and Installed

•

Water Softners Fitted

•

Tiling

•

Boilers Serviced

Gas Safe Register No 214650

M.O.T. DUE

Require a quick reliable service ?
M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.

CRJ
Accountancy

Tests available for all types of cars
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.

The Tax and Accountancy Service
for Small Businesses
and Taxpayers

Local collection service available.

Self Assessment, Tax Returns,
Annual Accounts, Book-Keeping,
Employed, Self-Employed or
Starting a New Business

Also repairs and servicing available
on request.
D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP
GROVE LANE
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
ELMSWELL
PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

For a free initial discussion without
obligation call

Clive Jenkins
Tel 01359 230231
www.crjaccountancy.co.uk

PAUL SCASE

TONY FISHER
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PLUMBING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
24hr Emergency Callout
Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
Bathroom/shower
installation
Tanks/cylinders/radiators
Tiling floors/walls
Painting & Decorating
General DIY jobs
Garden Maintenance

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743
Reliable & Friendly Service!

Home Improvements
Painting
Interior & Exterior

Painting

Carpentry

• Using the best named paints to
give you a professional finish

• Wardrobes made to your
design

• Colour charts provided to give
you the best choice of colours

• Floor to ceiling,
wall to wall

Excellent Rates
Tel: 01359 241051
Mobile: 07745 250440
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AROUND AND ABOUT
ELMSWELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Hello Elmswell!
Working in a library is a lot like being sent to
tidy your room as a kid. You go in, and it should
be an easy thing to get in and breeze through it.
But as you do you remember all the cool stuff
you have, and stop to play with it. Elmswell
library holds over 7,000 books. And I really like
books. So it’s a constant struggle not to stop and
read them. On top of that, reserved books and
new stuff comes in all the time, which means
even more things I’d like to read. I have to
release at least 5 books each day that I’d really
like to keep for myself. I can’t read 5 books a day!
Not if I want to eat and sleep as well.
August seems to have flown past with great
speed. The energy of the space continues to ebb
and flow with the Summer Reading Challenge
participants, and its lovely to see the space on
the shelves as so many books have been taken
home. We have had lots of people sign up for
their library cards, either through the challenge
or for those who have just moved to Elmswell
(Welcome!) and we hope to see you in the
library often.
We said goodbye to Hannah, who has been with
Elmswell library for many years, and is going off
to complete her PGCE. She has made a wonderful contribution to the library, and we’re sorry to
see her go, but know that she will be a valuable
asset to any school. We wish her the best of luck.
The ELF team have some fun fundraisers
coming up later in the year – with a Portuguese
themed wine tasting evening on Friday the 30th
November. They have also booked a coach trip
to London on Saturday 17th November, for £18
per ticket, which makes for a very affordable way
to get some Christmas shopping done (I hope it’s
not to early to say that!)
Hope to see you in September, Zoe

What’s On
The Keep in Touch Community Café
This group is for new residents to meet people
in the village. Come along to the Fox pub at
10:30am – Wednesday 12th September, Wednesday 24th October.

Ancestry Group
Returning from Thursday 13th of September,
between 3 – 5pm. Trace your family history.
Baby Bounce / Tot Rock (Fridays 9:45)
Singing for little ones, with their Mums, Dads or
Grandparents, loads of adorableness and songs
about frogs and bunnies.

Lego Club (11:00 – 12:00 on Sundays)
Come along and build with other children.
Loads of bricks. It’s a bit crazy, but in a good way.
Volunteers
We are looking to get some new groups up and
running. If you would like to volunteer a small
amount of time to run a special interest group,
we’d love to hear from you.
Books for Sale
We have received some fabulous donations from
the Elmswell community so don’t forget to check
our sales rack out the front when you pass by.
ELF Fundraising Events
A coach trip to London is planned for November. It will be a very cost effective way to get
some Christmas shopping done.
Summer Reading Challenge 2018:
Mischief Makers
Now up and running!
This is a challenge
for children to read 6
books over the Summer. There are awards
to be earned and a
certificate and medal
for those who complete the challenge.
Summer Activities for Kids
You can find a list of activities for kids at libraries around Suffolk by checking out the Suffolk
Libraries website: www.suffolklibraries.co.uk ,
and following the links to ‘Events and Activities’.

ELMSWELL SEWING BEE
August was a social sew for our group. Barbara Cowan
brought in her latest quilt to share with us. This is her
6th quilt, and she is in the process of making one for
each of her grandchildren. The quilting is all by hand, so
it represents many hours of work.
In September we will be hosting an upcycle challenge.
We will each take a second hand item, provided by
Wendy and handed out on the day, and remake it into
something different. It should be a fun challenge!
We have plans to learn to make knickers in October,
guided by Bev.
If you would like to join us, please look for our Facebook Group ‘Sewing in the UK – Suffolk’ or contact Zoe
on 0758 0297140

‘Barbara’s quilt.
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Volunteers
We are looking to get some new groups up and
running. If you would like to volunteer a small
amount of time to run a special interest group,
we’d love to hear from you.
Water Bottles
If you have a water bottle and need a top up, just
ask library staff and we will be happy to refill it
for you.
ELF (Elmswell Library Friends) Fundraiser –
WINE EVENING
Portuguese Themed Wine Evening. Friday the
30th November from 7:30 pm. £12.50 a ticket.
Learn about different wines with the expert
guidance of Bob Stopp. Tickets from the Library.
ELF (Elmswell Library Friends) Fundraiser –
LONDON COACH TRIP
Saturday 17th November, for £18 per ticket and
leaving at 8:15 from the Library. Tickets from
the Library.
Online Resources
Don’t forget that Suffolk Libraries has a range of
free digital resources, including ebooks, magazines, free music, Ancestry.com, Encyclopaedia
Britannica, and access to world news. Check out
the Suffolk Library Website for more details, or
pop in and ask!

Opening Hours
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tel: 01359 240974

Hours
Closed
1000 – 1300, 1400 – 1900
1400 – 1700
1000 – 1300, 1400 – 1900
1400 – 1700
1000 – 1300
1000 – 1500

ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP
Who likes a quiz? We have an amazing quiz
night coming up on Saturday 8th September
at 7:00pm. It will be a great fun evening. John
Evans is again organising this and even nonquiz lovers end up having a super evening at
his quizes. There will be a light meal provided
during the evening. We do need to know if
you’re attending beforehand so we can arrange
teams and catering – cost will be a suggested
donation of £10 per person.

ST JOHN’S CHURCH
Hello from St Johns!
We hope that September finds you well. The
autumn season find us… busy! The diary is
jam packed with social activities, community
events and church services. You can find us in
early September at Elmsfest doing some Messy
Church craft activities – come along and say hi!
If you’re interested in learning more about St
John’s… how we function, how we serve, how we
love, how we socialise and how we praise, please
do get in touch!

We will be celebrating Harvest on Sunday
September 23rd at 10:30am. Please join us
for this celebration suitable for all ages. The
following week (Saturday September 29th) sees
the next of our infamous Men’s Breakfasts, when
we will be welcoming guest speaker Darren
Bullen from Christians Against Poverty.
Looking into October, Saturday 6th October at
7:00pm is a date for your diaries – it’s the Variety
and Spice concert. This fun evening is not to be
missed :) We will have music, poetry, jokes and
more! Do come along if you’re able, and why not
bring a friend or two!?!

11:00am Holy Communion (BCP)
…and some dates further ahead
Saturday 6th October
7:00pm Variety and Spice – an evening of music,
comedy, poetry, and refreshments
Saturday 13th October
10:00am Ladies Brunch and Beads
Saturday 3rd November
3:00pm Time to Remember Service
Saturday 24th November
2:00pm St John’s Christmas Fair at the
Blackbourne
Sunday 16th December
6:30pm Carols by Candlelight
St John’s continues to be a popular location for
weddings, baptisms and funerals, and, if you’re
thinking about arranging one, we would love to
hear from you. God Bless :)
Contact:
Rev Peter Goodridge 01359 240512
www.stjohnselmswell.org.uk/
www.facebook.com/stjohnselmswell/

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
TOWER FLOODLIGHTING

Although some of the regular events, such as
bible studies and meetings, take a summer
holiday in August, we’ve still had plenty in the
diary to keep us busy. Our selection of services
on Sundays has continued and we’ve had other
lovely things, like our Summer Walk, taking
place.

You are invited to sponsor the floodlighting
of St. John’s to help with the day-to-day
running expenses of our parish church.
You can choose to commemorate an
anniversary, a personal event, or any other
special occasion. Alternatively you can
simply make a donation.
For September the lights will be on between
7.00 p.m. and midnight.
A night’s floodlighting costs £5.

The Fridays in August at Messy Church were
awesome!! We had loads of children and adults
doing craft, singing songs, playing games, eating
lunch and hearing about Jesus. If you missed it,
don’t worry – we will be running other Messy
Church events throughout the year. Please note,
children do need to come with an adult. Adults
without children are welcome too; if you fancy
a cuppa and a chat, please come along. Messy
Church is for everyone.

Please make cheques payable to
“ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, ELMSWELL”.
Meanwhile, what’s happening on Sundays...
Sunday 2nd September
9:30am

Family Church

11:00am Traditional Church (BCP)
12:00pm St John’s does Messy Church at
Elmsfest at the Blackbourne

AUGUST 2018 SPONSOSHIPS NOT
PREVIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED
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Anon.

30

Birthday wishes sent today
to a much loved wife,
Viv Butcher, on her Birthday.

Sunday 9th September

“Kisses sent to you in heaven today”.
Love you for ever. Keith. x.

8:00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10:30am Parish Praise
Sunday 17th September

30

9:30 Breakfast Church (breakfast served from
9:00am)

“All my love sent to you in heaven
above”. From Mum. x.

11:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd September
10:30am Harvest Celebration
Sunday 30th September
10:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 7th October
9:30am Family Church
8

remembering a dear daughter,
Viv Butcher, on her Birthday.

30

Viv Butcher. Wishing a much loved
sister, sister-in-law, and auntie, a Happy
Birthday.
“Hugs and kisses sent to heaven”. From
Sandra, Clive, Graham and Charlotte;
and her nieces and nephews. x.

SEPTEMBER 2018 SPONSORSHIPS
1

2

to remember and thank all those past
Elmswell Fire-Fighter who served their
village and community so well.
remembering Viv Butcher on the
anniversary of her passing away.
With much love, Keith. x.

8

cherished memories of Dora Lily
Handyside. “Remembered with love”.

10

18 years have passed, remembering a
loving dad, husband, son and brother,
Gary Ferguson.
“Always in our thoughts”

13

in loving memory of my dear Mum,
Olive Rose Dalton.

14

in loving memory of Lesley Manning.
Love, Colin. xx.

14

in memory of dear Tess who fell asleep
September 1999.

16

in loving memory of William Victor
Manning.

23

for Ricky Woolnough - 30
years ago you left us Rick. “We
love and miss you every day,
for ever in our hearts to stay”.
“God Bless”.

28

Margaret and Noel Clarke, on their
Wedding Anniversary.
“Remembered with great affection by
all their family”.

29

in memory of Betty Peachey.

30

in loving memory of Jane, “Always in
our thoughts”. Love from all the family.

All bookings and payments please to :Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road,
Elmswell (Tel: 240908)

CATHOLIC PARISH OF
OUR LADY, STOWMARKET
Parish Priest: Father David Finegan, The Presbytery,
29 Lockington Road, Stowmarket IP14 1BQ
Tel: 01449-612946
E-mail: ourlady.stowmarket@btinternet.com
MASS TIMES: Saturdays (First Mass of Sunday)
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 9QG - 6.00 pm
Sundays Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1AW - 8.30 am & 10.15 am
Holy Days Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket 8.00 am, 10.00 am and 7.30 pm
Weekday services in the Parish are advertised
at the front of Our Lady’s Church, in the weekly
Newsletter and on the new Parish Website www.
ourladystowmarket.org.uk
Father David Finegan

ELMSWELL
BAPTIST CHURCH
After weeks of dry weather what a joy it was to
walk in the rain and what a difference the rain
has made in only a couple of weeks our gardens
have been transformed from deserts to the lush
green we are more used to. We are so fortunate
to live in a country that has such a temperate
climate that doesn’t suffer extreme weather
conditions on a regular basis; as I write this
newsletter offering the news of the disastrous
floods in Southern India have been reported
on television, our thoughts and prayers must
be with those affected by the extreme monsoon
weather of the last few days. Closer to home our
thoughts must be with the families of the victims
of the bridge collapse in Italy as they come to
terms with their loss.
After a break during August our activities
recommence on 3rd September when our Ladies
Friendship group meet to hear talk by Bridget Keevil entitled “Sailing round the world”.
Contact Margaret on 01359 241541 if you are

interested joining the ladies for this event you
don’t have to be a regular attender at our church
we welcome visiting ladies. On the 13th September our Food and Friends lunches re- start
at 12noon at the church these lunches are aimed
at our older residents, we offer a home cooked
lunch and some friendly conversation contact
Jackie on 01359245918 if you’ve not been before,
Local transport can be arranged if needed. On
23rd September the Elmswell Scouts will be
joining us for a Harvest Parade service followed
by a Harvest BBQ, telephone241541 to book
your place for this.
Our Services in September will be led by:2nd September				
Songs of Praise (inc Communion)
9th September				
Stephen Spurgeon (All Age Service)
16th September				
Rev Barbara Challis
23rd September				
Stephen Spurgeon (Harvest Parade)
30th September				
Rev David Harper
7th October				
Stephen Spurgeon (inc Communion)
On 13th October we are once again holding a
Barn Harvest Barn Dance at the Chamberlayne
Hall at the Blackbourne tickets are £10 for adults
and £5 for under 18’s which will include a picnic
style supper any profits will be donated to Charity contact 241541 to book your place
As always we offer a warm and friendly welcome
to all our services and activities. Visit our website www.elmswellbaptist.org.uk or telephone
01359 241541 or contact Tony on Cockant2@
btinternet.com for any more information you
may need
Dave Hollings - 01359 241323

MACK HEATING SERVICES LTD
Oil fired boiler and AGA specialist

Servicing, Repaires and Commissioning on all makes of domestic
and light commercial oil fired boilers.

*AGA Specialist *Oftec registered
Facebook: Mack Heating Services LTD
Email: mackheating@outlook.com
Phone: 07931 900036
Ryan Mackintosh
9

Do you have a problem? We can help.
Next Citizens Advice sessions will be between 09.30 and 12.30 on:

4th September 2018

Mid Suffolk

At The Blackbourne, Elmswell

Wayne
Salmon
Electrical
For all your electrical
requirements –
Domestic, commercial and
industrial.
All work carried out to a
high standard.
Mobile 07843 302798
Phone: 01359 242145

‘ Mr. MAKEOVER ‘

HANDYMAN / GARDENER

KJP Painters
& Decorators

Q : Do you need a reliable, honest & trustworthy man for those jobs
you can’t get done ? Can’t do it ... No Time ... Big Firms not interested ?

07919 416831

A : YES ?...then TRY ME...GARY...on 07891 - 128507 !

kjppainters@outlook.com
All sorts of jobs tackled !
Large local database of regular and repeat customers that testify to my ‘ 3 R’s ‘
- Reasonable Prices + Reliability + Respect for you and your house & garden.
Just a taste of SOME of what I do ..
• Painting & Decorating, Tiling - inside & out
• House Carpentry - Fit Doors, Skirting’s, Shelves, Flat-packs, Flooring etc
• Small Plumbing Works - Repair / Replace Taps & Sinks / mend toilet-cisterns,
plumb-in washing machines etc
• Small Electrics Works - Replace or refit switches & sockets, light-fittings,
ceiling-fans etc
• Small Building Works -Plastering & Brickwork repairs, small walls & patios etc
• GARDENS - General Tidy-Up or ‘ rescue ‘, sheds/fencing etc stained/repaired or
replaced. Rubbish-Clearance etc.
• PROPERTY ‘ MAKEOVERS - to aid sale-price & sellability !

*Interior & Exterior Painting
*Highest Quality Workmanship
*We use best quality trade paint
and...
where possible eco paint (no
horrible smells/discolouration)
*No Job Too Small
Call or email to discuss your
project and FREE estimate

30 YEARS LOCAL EXPERIENCE • FULLY INSURED • CLEAN WORK • VERY COMPETITIVE
RATES • 10 % OAP DISCOUNT • FREE ESTIMATES / ADVICE & NO-PRESSURE 1ST VISIT
10

AROUND AND ABOUT
CITIZENS ADVICE
“I’ve ordered a vase online but it’s arrived
broken. Is there anything I can do to get my
money back?”

If you asked for a refund you can expect to
be reimbursed within 14 days of the retailer
agreeing you’re entitled to one.

It may seem logical to complain to the delivery
company but it’s actually the responsibility of
the retailer to ensure the item arrives in good
condition.

If you need any more information, or are
unsure of your next steps, you can contact
Citizens Advice for help. The Citizens Advice
Consumer Service can give you practical
advice over the phone on how to resolve your
consumer problem. You can call them on
03454 04 05 06.

Call or email their customer service department
and explain the situation - you’ll find their
contact details on the website or on your order
form. You may be asked to email photos of the
broken vase to prove it’s damaged.
You will then be offered either a refund or
a replacement. It’s up to you which one you
accept, but if you want a replacement ask for
an estimated delivery date so you know when it
will arrive.
Some retailers ask you to return items that
arrive damaged. If that’s the case, you need to
repackage the vase and stick the returns label
provided on the front of the parcel. Include
the returns form, specifying your reason for
sending it back.

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk will be
available to provide advice on this or
any other issue including employment,
housing, benefits and family law at the
Blackbourne Centre, Elmswell on 4th
September 2018 between 09.30 and
12.30- no appointment necessary. After
that, residents of Elmswell can get
advice at the office in Stowmarket, by
calling 01449 676060 or via the website
midsuffolkcab.org.uk.

Depending on the retailer, you will either need
to post the item through Royal Mail or they may
offer to have it collected. You shouldn’t have to
pay any postage costs.

Mid Suffolk

ELMSWHEELIANS 2018
Not having any rides in August, our last ride was on Friday 27th
July, probably the hottest day many of us can remember (36
degrees), and as fate would have it, this was the day we had an
evening bike ride. And to make things even more challenging,
thunderstorms were forecast for that evening !
Nevertheless 12 worthy cyclists turned out for our ride that
took us out of the village via Ashfield Road to Button Haugh
Green, Hunston Green, Hunston, Langham and our turnround point, Walsham-le-Willows. Our route home was via
Crownland, Badwell Green, Long Thurlow, Daisy Green,
Wetherden Upper Town, Grove Lane, and back into the
village along Ashfield Road.

Some of the group leaving
the Crown at Stowupland
after a drinks break

The ride ended in time-honoured tradition at “The Fox” for
well-earned refreshment.
All in all, a really satisfying and enjoyable ride - a light wind made the temperature quite comfortable, the predicted rain stayed away, and we were able
to enjoy some lovely Suffolk countryside in the throes of a very early harvest-time. And notable during the ride was the emergency stop by our leader,
who managed to attract a wasp to the inside of his helmet whilst cycling ! Not a common happening, fortunately, and no sting in the tail !
In total we cycled 15 miles.
Future Rides :
Friday 7th September (evening ride starting at 5.00 p.m. - 15 miles approx.)
Sunday 21st October (starting at 11.00 a.m. - 15 miles approx.)
If you enjoy cycling, do come and join us. We welcome new faces. There is no membership and nothing
to pay; just turn up, and join a group of like-minded people.
We do ask, however, that you are aged 16+. You will be very welcome.
All rides start from Abbots Warren, Church Road, Elmswell.
Contact : Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, Elmswell. Tel : 01359 240908
11

Fully insured, 24hr
call out, council
approved contractor
and over 35 years in
the industry

All aspects of tree
surgery, landscaping
and fencing
undertaken

Call for a free estimate & advice T: 01359 241958 M: 07891208710 M: 07850046504
E: wjarvistreeservices@hotmail.co.uk
Visit our website for information about our company and the work we do

www.wjarvistreeservices.co.uk
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VILLAGE GREEN
NEWS FROM

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD

ELMSWILD
Autumn is on the way
……… and APPLE DAY!

APPLE DAY
Beast from the East just at the beginning of
spring, followed by extreme heat and weeks
without rain? They have come into blossom now,
at the beginning of September, and some trees
are showing both blossom and fruit at the same
time!

at

Lukeswood

The weather this year has been challenging
the Autumn at Lukeswood
Even so, there are someEnjoy
lovely
apples, pears,
for all wildlife, with BOTHwinners and losers.
gages and damsons growing
in
our orchard, just
Butterflies have done well in the hot and dry
As all gardeners know, autumn is a good time to take stock of your plot, to enjoy all the fruits of your
to assesscelebration
what’s been successfulof
and what hasn’t worked so well, and to make plans for the next
at the right time for ourlabours,
annual
conditions, as we discovered during our recent
growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of the garden
and to see where improvements can be made.
the
apple
–
Lukeswood
Apple
Day,
on
Saturday
Butterfly Walk at Lukeswood,
but many of
Enjoy the Autumn at Lukeswood
22nd September, 2.00-5.00.
the plants that they rely on as food for their
It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for
caterpillars were wilting and
which
As all scorched,
gardeners know, autumn
is a good time to take stock of your plot, to enjoy all the fruits people,
of your but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone –
nibbled
by mice,
no doubt – butwith
there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the
some
activities
planned,
labours, to assess what’s been successful and whatWe
hasn’thave
worked so
well, andgreat
to make plans
for
the next
It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and
growing season.
foliageThe
dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of winter.
the garden
may mean a dip in populations
nextAs the
year.
blackberry
and still plenty left for the birds.
and to see where improvements can be made.
interesting and fun stalls, andpiesdelicious
rain came just in time to save some of our
refreshments from the Trefoil Guild. This
smaller saplings and hedgerow
trees which were
Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on
It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for
year, our new Eco Loo will
befloor.available
the forest
Even though wefor
haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone –
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new
suffering in the drought, but
are now showing
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the
trees,
and some,
suchon
as thethe
Jew’s cups
Ear, are growing on dead wood lying around the site. This curious
visitors
–
so
no
need
to
hold
back
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and
fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself
green leaves again. Many trees
have
shut
blackberrywill
pies and
still plenty
left for the birds.
fromout
that tree
(andall
presumably
his ear behind!).
of tea! A great afternoon
for
ages.leftOnce
down with minimal growth – years in the future,
again, admission is FREE, so don’t miss the
Autumn
the time
for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on
foresters may cut down one
of isthe
Lukeswood
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got manyopportunity
trees yet, there are stillto
plenty
of colourful
fungi toat
seethe
at
take
a look
orchard and
Lukeswood.
Some
have
been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new
trees and be able to identify
2018
as
a
very
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing
on dead all
wood the
lying around
the site.In
Thisthe
curiousmeantime, why not
enjoy
action.
fungus often rings.
grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself
narrow line amongst the growth
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!).
have a go at our APPLE PUZZLE?
The effects of the extreme weather are very
Stalls
There’s still time to book a stall at Apple Day.
evident in the orchard this year. A good year
If you or your village club would like to have a
Apple ID and tasting
for plums, but many of the apples and pears
stall, just get in touch. All pitches are free.
are tiny. It will be interesting to see how they
Games & activities
Mary Feeney
taste – sometimes smaller fruit can be especially
info@elmswild.org.uk
sweet. Some of the trees have been confused
Crafts
241901
by the swings in temperature – remember the

Refreshments from
Trefoil Guild
Entertainments

Saturday
22nd September
2.00-5.00
Everyone
welcome!
FREE
ADMISSION
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AROUND AND ABOUT

Street Farm Day Nursery in Station Road was
established in 2003. It offers childcare and
education for children aged from 3 months to 5
years and a holiday club for children up to the
age of 8.
Over the ensuing 12 years the nursery has gone
from strength to strength. The enthusiastic
team delivers outstanding care and educational
opportunities to their young charges. Their
efforts are widely praised by parents and
carers but, very significantly, by Ofsted whose
rigorous inspection yielded the rare accolade
of an ‘Outstanding’ facility. Two years ago the
nursery was runner-up and achieved a formal
commendation from the National Day Nursery
Association as Central England’s Nursery of the
Year.

has been under way over the summer months.
Extensive building work has created a new
outside play area for babies with direct access
from the dedicated Baby Room. There is a
brand new pre-school room which considerably
increases the capacity to meet the growing
demand, whilst the toddler room is now bigger
and largely refurbished.

Success has lead, inevitably, to pressures. The
demand for more places and the continued
drive to improve facilities and opportunities for
the children has required the expansion which

Behind the scenes the efficient behind-thescenes set up now has the benefit of a new larger
purpose-built kitchen, a bigger office and an
improved staff room.

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH
Our local village volunteers have turned out in all weathers for over
22 sessions this year. Sponsored by the Parish Council and in close
co-ordination with Suffolk Police their count over some 30 weeks is
7,266 vehicles checked for speed. Over 2% of these drivers needed
a letter from the Police which means that 156 individuals have had
their first warning in a process which, for repeated offences, can
end in prosecution.
The aim of CSW is not to catch as many speeding drivers as
possible – it’s one of those jobs that works towards making itself
redundant. It looks to reduce speed in areas of concern, make
drivers aware that excessive speed is socially unacceptable ,
re-educate drivers about the dangers of speeding and address
concerns from local residents about cars speeding through their
neighbourhoods.
The greater the number of volunteers, the more sites they can work
from and the more sessions that can be carried out.
To discuss the possibility of joining the team call Mo Coulling
on 0777 4695784
15

The new layout and facilities have triggered an
Open Day event. On Saturday 15th September,
between 10am and 2pm the staff are offering a
tour of the new improved
premises with fun
activities..and a visit
from a very special
pig!

ELMSFEST

WHAT A DAY!

Blackbourne was packed, as tradition dictates,
for the first Sunday in September.
Here are snapshots of the day from several
photographers around the site. A report from
the organisers will follow next month – when
they have had time to recover from a very busy,
packed, eventful family day out.
Well done to all concerned.

16
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AROUND & ABOUT
ELMSWELL CRICKET CLUB
Season almost over
At time of writing we only have two more
games to complete in the 2018 season. As we
enter September, thoughts now start to move
towards our end of season pitch work and also
our awards dinner. Further updates about these
to follow soon.
Results so far

June 3rd
Elmswell 155-8
Castle Hedingham 156-4
Lost by 6 wickets
June 10th
Castle 202-6
Elmswell 146ao
Lost by 56 runs

August 19
Acton 197-5
Elmswell 200-6
Won by 4 wickets

June 24th
Elmswell 181-4
Tendring Park 141ao
Won by 40 runs

April 29th
v Nacton (cancelled)
May 6th
Elmswell 183-6
Acton 172ao
Won by 11 runs

July 1st
v Tendring Park (cancelled)
July 8th
Gt Cornard 304-6
Elmswell 107ao
Lost by 197 runs

May 13th
Easton 170-5
Elmswell 172-6
Won by 4 wickets
May 27th
Elmswell 196-4
Walsham-Le-Willows 200-3
Lost by 7 wickets

August 5
Elmswell 285-7
Walsham-Le-Willows 268-8
Won by 3 wickets
August 12
Elmswell 61ao
Easton 62-0
Lost by 10 wickets

June 17th
Gt Cornard 215-8
Elmswell 183-9
Lost by 32 runs

April 22nd
Elmswell 197-5
Old Newton 200-3
Lost by 7 wickets

July 29
v Castle Hedingham (cancelled)

Remaining Fixtures
September
2nd Nacton (a)
9th Old Newton (h)
Contact Us
Email: elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com
Tel: Ian on 01359 244139
Twitter:
@elmswellcricket
Facebook: Search
‘Elmswell Cricket’
Web:
www.elmswellcricketclub.co.uk

July 22
Elmswell 157ao
Castle 159-6
Lost by 4 wickets

Arboricultural and
Landscape Solutions
All aspects of tree surgery
Soft and hard landscaping
Maintenance and lawn care
Domestic & Commercial contracts
Fully insured
NPTC Qualified

Green Scene
Contact for free quotations and advice

01359 298141 / 07866 866880
info@greenscenetreesurgery.co.uk
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AROUND & ABOUT
The team as
a well-oiled
machine...

Tension mounts
as the tape tells
its tale

ELMSWELL FOX BOWLS CLUB
We have had a turbulent few weeks since our
last report. Our comfortable lead at the top
of the table came under pressure and then we
went and lost at home to West Row managing
only half a point. Mind you, our opponents,
and good luck to them, did that bolstering up
thing and fielded several players that we hadn’t
seen when we played them away. One chap said
to me that it had been years since he was last
here. We followed that by a hard-fought win at
third-placed G W Staniforth of Thetford where
we came away with 5 very valuable points. There
is another round of matches to be played but we
have completed our fixtures so must just have to
sit tight and see what happens.
I heard a tale of woe which might tickle your
fancy. One of our close rivals was fined 4 points
for an administrative error. They scheduled a
match as a home game when it should have been
away, so, while they were sitting there patiently
awaiting the arrival of their opposition, their
opponents were doing exactly the same thing
at their place. I saw this as a sandwich crisis,
myself. Let me explain. It is the duty of the home
team to provide a tea of sandwiches and cakes
for their guests and so both teams had done
exactly that. To make matters worse, however,
the home team got their wires crossed even
further and two of their number made teas. So
we end up with a team of 12 with a tea for 24
persons and another team of 12 with provisions
for 48 and neither with an opposition to play or
to help them shift their sandwich mountain. Not
so straight forward, this bowls lark.

Some newcomers failing to take the thing seriously!
On Sunday, 19th August, we hosted our
landlords, the Parish Council, in a friendly
match for the purpose of making a little money
for our much-needed funds and to foster the
relationship between us. We called the teams
the Foxes and the EPC but, in truth, they
were so mixed up that I didn’t really know
who I was playing for! Not that it mattered of
course, but the team dubbed EPC actually won.
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves and
afterwards we decided not to risk the minefield
of sandwiches and took our guests to see Mr
Jimmy at the Fox, our spiritual home, where he
outdid himself with our refreshments. Jimmy
does chips and chicken nuggets as well and
sandwiches for each of our home games and
visiting teams simply cannot believe their luck.
This time, he topped that with pies and sausage
rolls and it was amazing and rounded a very
pleasant afternoon off nicely.

Stan Howe, a senior
member of the Club,
cuts the celebratory
cake at half time.

ELMSWELL FOX BOWLS CLUB
Newcomers’ Day
Always wanted to have a go?
Just moved nearby and used to play?
Or just want to see what we get up to?
Now is your chance!

The cake was decorated with a Fox motif.
The fox in question, we are reliably informed,
is named, ‘Isiah’. The reason for this is,
clearly, both ocular and jocular –
and nothing to do with bowls.

No registration required, just bring or wear
flat-soled ‘deck shoes’ or trainers. Profiled soles
are forbidden. Otherwise, absolutely no dress
code and everything is provided
Annual Subs £15, roll-ups £2.50
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Sunday,
September 9th,
2pm at the
Blackbourne

Breathe
new
life
INTO A TIRED CONSERVATORY

The Railway Station
Elmswell
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk
IP30 9HA
01359 242555
Elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk

Come and see our newly refurbished
office and discuss your next holiday!

DO YOU HAVE AN EXISTING CONSERVATORY WHICH YOU INHERITED,
HAS SEEN BETTER DAYS OR IS SIMPLY OLD AND UNLOVED?
FROM THIS

We would like to thank all our customers for
their patience and understanding over this
period and apologise to anyone who was
inconvenienced.

NO
DEPOSIT
AND NOTHING
TO PAY FOR

TO THIS

12 months
19.9% APR
Representative

FROM THIS

TO THIS

Credit is subject to application and status. Frames Conservatories Direct Limited, Unit 3, Barton Road, Bury St Edmunds IP32 7BE is a credit
broker (FRN 6687000) for the purpose of introducing the credit provided by Hitachi Personal Finance, a trading style of Hitachi Capital (UK)
PLC (Registered No. 704348). Both are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

No pressure, no hard sell!

Call 01284 799 470

VISIT THE SHOWROOM:

Unit 3, Barton Road Retail Park,
Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP32 7BE (Nr Farm Foods)
Open 7 days a week,
Monday-Saturday 10am–4.30pm
& Sunday 10am-1pm.

or visit our website www.fcdhomeimprovements.co.uk

01359 259 259
Building & Agricultural Merchants

BUILDING MATERIALS

CALL

GARDENING PRODUCTS

FENCING SUPPLIES

PLUMBING SUPPLIES

CLICK

POWER TOOLS

BUY IN STORE

SHOOTING SUPPLIES

COUNTRY CLOTHING

EQUESTRIAN PRODUCTS

www.clarkesofwalsham.co.uk
Clarkes of Walsham Limited

Clarkes of Walsham at Jimmy's Farm
Pannington Hall Lane • Wherstead • Ipswich • IP9 2AR

The Street • Walsham-le-Willows • Bury St Edmunds • IP31 3BA
Monday - Friday: 7.30am - 5.15pm Saturday: 8am - 4pm

Open 7 Days a week
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YOUNG ELMSWELL
ELMSWELL TODDLER GROUP
How on earth is it September already? What
happened to August?! It feels like only yesterday
I was making lists of plans for the summer
holidays (hardly any of which actually came
to fruition) and now here I am six weeks later
wondering how my son has managed to grow out
of all his school uniform in a little over a month.
We’ve been busy as ever this August, along with
the usual crafts and fine motor activies including
handprint fish and decorative icelollies (very
appropriate given the 30 degree weather we had
at the start of the month), we’ve also invested in a
new den building kit for the older children. And
some very interesting structures we’ve had too. Is
it a spaceship? Is it a volcano? Who knows! There
really is no limit to the imagination of a three
year old.
Perhaps the
highlight of the
month has been
our annual toddler
group trip, this year
to the Dinosaur
Adventure Park up
in Lenwade which
is always very
popular with our
littles ones (and the
big ones too!) The
children were amazed by the life size dinorsaurs,
the giant play area and the secret animal garden.
There was also the chance to cool off in their
incredible splash park, if only we’d remembered
to bring changes of clothes for our grown ups
too!

As the weather starts to become more autumnal
we turn our attention to our second nearly
new sale of the year. These sales are always so
popular, not only do they present an opportunity
to clear out some of that clutter that’s inevtiably
been piling up (and make a few pennies in the
process), it’s also a chance to grab yourself a
bargain. Most importantly (to us anyway) it
helps to fund the toddler group for the next year.
It’s because of these sales that we are able to
fund our group trips, buy new equipment for
our sessions, and keep our admission cost
nice and low. Your support is so important,
whether it’s selling your children’s outgrown
clothes, rocking up on the day to browse the
rails or volunteering to help run the sale. You
could even bake a cake to sell on the day (or if
you’re anything like me, let Betty Crocker do
it!) Just bring it along to the blackbourne on the
morning between 8:30- 9:30 am. We are also in
need of a van to help transport the rails on the
Friday and Saturday, if you think you could help
we would love to hear from you.
The next sale will be September 22nd, 11am2pm. If you’d like to volunteer to help on the day
or bake a cake please pop your name down when
you’re next at a session, send us a message to the
email below or contact Claire on 07709160045
for more information. If you’d like to be a seller
simply drop an email to elmswell.nns@gmail.
com.
Thanks for your support.
Elysa- Arthur, Meg and Pippa’s Mum.

COMMUNITY COMBINING FOR THE GOOD
Here we see three village groups combining together for
the good of the community. It started when Mann’s Court
was left with an expanse of concrete following the removal
of a large shed. So the residents debated on a possible use
for this, and it was decided that if some ‘raised beds ‘ were
purchased then they could invite the children attending
Little Elms to plant and raise flowers and vegetables. To this
end the residents applied to Brian and Co. at the Fire Station
for one of their grants, this was duly given and the results
are clear to see. Incidentally the resident ‘hiding’ behind the
runner bean leaf is Val.
Although used to using water we couldn’t let this pair have
any on this occasion even though the children have head
coverings!
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A&C

FENCING,
GARDENING & PATIOS
All fencing supplied and erected
All garden work...regular maintenance or one-off
• Grass cutting up to 3½ acres
• Garden Clearance
• Tree Felling • Stump Grinding
• Concrete bases laid • Sheds erected
• Turf Laying • Artificial Turf
• Driveways
• Garden machines serviced and repaired

No obligation quotes
Contact Andy
01449 403050 077487 85197
wade.andrew63@gmail.com

20%
OFF

ALL KITCHEN
UNITS

Our showroom features a variety of designs, modern, contemporary and traditional to suit your
lifestyle. As we offer such a large choice, our showroom staff and designers will be able to create
the kitchen that will give you the perfect look you want, while keeping to your budget. Come and
talk to us and see what we can offer

• Experienced design service • Professional fitting service
• Over 20 years experience
• Service guarantee
• Large showroom and free parking

NEW FURNITURE
COLLECTION AVAILABLE
IN STORE NOW
Solid oak furniture,
available in a range of
finishes and colours.
Quality dining sets,
dressers, console tables,
accessories and more

Tot Hill, Old A14, Stowmarket IP14 3QQ
Tel: 01449 616065 Email: kitchens2bathrooms@aol.co.uk

www.kitchens2bathrooms.co.uk
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This page sponsored by

T.P. Services
UPV-c Window & Door
Repairs
• Piano
• Guitar
• Woodwind
• Trombone
• Music Theory

Sealed Units, Hinges,
Locks, Handles, Letter Boxes
Over 30 years’
experience,
free
quotations

FREE 30 minute trial lesson
01359 241460

Contact: Tom
Mob: 07957 098118

www.elmtreemusic.co.uk

Email: tpservices65@gmail.com

PRINTING

*

FOR PLEASURE

Elder House
Chattisham
Ipswich
Suffolk
IP8 3QE

)

Specialist magazine
& newsletter printing

01473 652354

0
01473 652788

Contact us for a quote for your club or society

8
jason@printingforpleasure.co.uk

Design • Litho & Digital Printing • Mailing

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTATION - 01473 652354

Thedwastre Place, Station Hill, Thurston, Bury St. Edmunds, IP31 3QU

www.davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk
info@davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk
Open 8am-5pm Monday—Friday
Tel: 01359 230536 Mob: 07808508864

Local, honest, friendly, reliable family run business offering
car and light commercial vehicle repairs at competitive prices
Proud to be members of the Good Garage Scheme, check our feedback @

www.goodgaragescheme.com
NO WORK IS CARRIED OUT WITHOUT FULL CONSENT FROM THE CUSTOMER




MOT repairs
Diagnostics
 Brakes


Cam belts
Exhausts
 Batteries






Courtesy car available
 Local recoveries

Tyres supplied & fitted at
very competitive prices

(available same day if ordered
before 12pm)



FREE local collection and


delivery
Air con. re-gas from £42
(plus VAT, R134A system only))

MOT & Service
(including vehicles still under main
dealer warranty)
FROM

£130

(inc VAT)

(Subject to oil spec/quantity & filter prices)
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All MOTs
£45
Class 4, 5 (minibus) & 7 (up to
3,5000kg), incl. Free retest

AROUND & ABOUT
ELMS FEST GOLF DAY
THE GOLF DAY WAS ON THE 24TH August and there were 36 golfers
for the day.
Must thank my side kick Graham Leaf for all his help putting the day
together.
I would like to thank Park Garage of Elmswell for the sponsorship, the
money is a great help for the day so if your car needs looking at call Will
on 01359 242479.
I would like to thank the Stowmarket Golf Club for looking after us on
the day and the food was very good, best for a very long time, must go
back soon I feel.
The winning team of the Texas Scramble was:Dean Drummond, Roy Smith and Marcus Smith.
2nd place was Paul Peachey , Richard Carter and James Ambrose.
In the afternoon the winners for being nearest the pin etc were Paul
Peachey, Jon Brighton, Andy Henwood and Roger Arbin sorry but I
forget the rest.
In the photo is the main winner was Neil Holcombe being presented his
trophy by the lovely Wendy Southgate.
There were two Special winners, one was the winner Neil Holcombe for
taking the longest time to play his shots. (His mates told me to do this).
The other winner was James Ambrose for the trick shot of the day.
There is a footpath running along the course with a drink fountain and a
dogs water bowl.
James hit a very bad shot about 150 metres past the green and the ball
ended up in the dogs bowl.
We will never see that again.
Thanks to all the players
Terry Southgate

NEW UNIT TO TRANSFORM EMERGENCY CARE
A new state-of-the-art unit is set to transform
how the West Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust
(WSFT) assesses and treats emergency patients.

and treatment much faster than in
the traditional emergency department set-up.

The acute assessment unit (AAU) is being built
behind West Suffolk Hospital’s emergency department and is due to open in December.*

Chief operating officer Helen
Beck said: “This unit is a fantastic
development for our Trust, and will
help to ensure that our patients get
the right care they need first time.
People will have quicker access to
specialists when they need them,
and be able to get the diagnosis and
treatment they need to go home
rather than stay in hospital.

The AAU model is designed to support emergency patients that need observation, diagnosis
and treatment, but who don’t need major emergency department care – for example, patients
with chest pain who may need a heart monitor
and clinical observation.
The goal of the AAU is to assess patients quickly;
the unit will diagnose the patient’s condition,
and wherever possible treat them the same day
so they can return home with the help they need,
like take-away medications. Having had observations and monitoring done on the unit, those
patients who do need ongoing care in hospital
can then be transferred to the right, specialist
ward for their needs first time.
The unit, which contains assessment and monitoring trolleys and specialist chairs instead of
hospital beds, will also help to ease pressure on
the emergency department – leaving it to just
care for those with major conditions, or minor
injuries that can be treated quickly.
Patients attending the AAU will be seen by
a multi-disciplinary team, from consultants
and nurses to assistant nurse practitioners and
physician associates, who all have quick and
easy access to other services like diagnostics –
meaning patients should have their diagnosis

“Prolonged hospital stay and bed rest can lead
to loss of muscle power, strength and abilities
in patients of any age, so we aim to get patients
who are well enough to leave hospital home as
soon as possible as it’s best for them and their
recovery.”
The unit will be open 24/7, and will eventually
support surgical patients as well as those who
have been sent to hospital urgently by their GP.

“It’s a hugely exciting opportunity, and we still
have a few nursing positions left for anyone who
might be interested in joining us on this next
step in our emergency care journey.”
If you’re interested in joining the team, please
visit www.jobs.nhs.uk for more information and
to apply.

Senior operations manager at WSFT, Debs Crelly, added: “This new unit will modernise the way
that the Trust cares for its emergency patients.
“This kind of service is only possible when a
wide range of teams come together. The unit will
be a busy one and will treat patients with a huge
range of conditions and illnesses, who all have
different needs. Each day will be different and
the staff within the unit will need a variety of
clinical skills to make sure we’re supporting each
patient.
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* The unit will open under a phased plan, with
the first phase due to be operational in December 2018. The full AAU is planned to be fully
operational in summer 2019, when the ambulatory emergency care unit (already located
elsewhere in the hospital) will also move to the
join the new unit.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Reserved Matters Planning Application
Land to the East of Borley Crescent, Elmswell
Orbit are preparing a reserved matters planning application for 60 dwellings on Land to the East of Borley
Crescent, Elmswell. This consultation provides an opportunity to comment on the proposals.

Planning Background
An outline planning application (reference
3469/16) for a residential development of up to
60 dwellings with access from Borley Crescent
was approved by Mid Suffolk District Council in
May 2017 establishing the principle of the
development. The ‘reserved matters’ planning
application will deal with more detailed issues
including the layout and design of the proposed
dwellings, internal access roads and landscaping.

The Proposals
 60 dwellings (39 open market and 21
affordable) as approved by the outline
consent
 Vehicular access from Borley Crescent
 Traditionally designed dwellings a maximum of
2 storey in height
 Dwellings set away from the western boundary
with no habitable windows facing existing
properties
 A housing mix comprising flats, bungalows,
terraced, semi-detached and detached
dwellings ranging from 1 to 4 bedrooms
 Public open space, site wide planting and an
enhanced landscape screening along the
eastern boundary to provide ecological
enhancements

 Car parking in line with adopted standards, on drives
and/or in garages. Visitor spaces are also proposed
 Drainage via soakaways and permeable paving
designed to minimise and limit the impact of
surface water flooding
 The retention and enhancement of existing
footpath links
Next Steps
All comments received will be analysed and reported on as part of
the reserved matters planning application which will be submitted
to Mid Suffolk District Council in late September 2018. The Council
will then undertake a statutory consultation which will provide a
further opportunity to comment on the proposals.

Please send your comments to info@arplanning.co.uk or
Armstrong Rigg Planning, The Exchange, Colworth Science Park, Sharnbrook,
Bedfordshire, MK44 1LZ by 17th September 2018
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For a friendly
		

and

STOWMARKET
SKIP HIRE

professional approach

✔ practical advice ✔ experienced staff

✔ personal service

Burnett Barker
Solicitors

family law
child care
employment
conveyancing
personal injury

Suppliers of
2, 4, 6 & 8 Yards Skips
1 Tonne Waste Bags
Hoggin, Topsoil & Hardcore

(01284) 701131

business advice
leases

Collingwood House,
20 Whiting Street,
Bury St Edmunds IP331NX

wills & probate
trusts and tax
licensing

PROMPT & RELIABLE SERVICE
Weaver House
Finborough Road
Onehouse, Nr Stowmarket

Fax: (01284) 760310
Email: law@burnettbarker.co.uk

crime
housing
consumer issues

Mobile: (07860) 692733

debt advice
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Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs
on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs
• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service
FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3

The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.
Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 8:30 - 1:00
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required
• CAMBELT • HEAD GASKETS
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BJW

PLUMBING & HEATING
YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation
Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling
Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes
Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs

200169

GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549

Not just a pet food shop...
We also have a large stock of
pet sundries, wild bird foods,
poultry feeds and coldwater
and tropical fish sundries.

We also stock horse grooming equipment,
frozen reptile foods, salt tablets for your
water softeners and dishwashers…
and much more.
Come and
see our
range of
products
today!

Mon -Fri: 9-4
Sat: 9-2
01359 242942
Station Road, Elmswell IP309HD (behind the pharmacy)
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
& HANDYMAN
Jon Mumby
Painting & Decorating
Tiling
Plastering
Bathroom refits
General maintenance
Patios
07787398983 / 01359760042
jon@jlmdevelopments.co.uk
www.jlmdevelopments.co.uk

ELMSWELL SPORT
ELMSWELL F.C. SECRETARY’S REPORT
This month has been very busy for the village
football teams with nine pre-season friendlies
played by the Saturday teams. The results were
as follows:05/08/2018 Elmswell Reserves 2-7 Bedricks
Worth (Div3). A Reserve side getting to grips
with new players and systems were well beaten
by a team from the next division up. It’s been
heard since (in a Bury pub) that they thought
they’d played our First team, so they should get
a shock when they meet them in the league in
November! Elmswell’s two goals were scored by
Jordan Ashton and Mihai Daescu. Sadly both
teams had money stolen from the changing
rooms, something very unusual for our village
and club, and as a result we’ve had to revisit
security procedures.
11/08/2018 Elmswell Reserves 1-4 Cockfield
Reserves. Elmswell scorer Andy Brooklin.
11/08/2018 Elmswell 1-4 Cockfield (Div2).
Elmswell scorer Dylan Peskett
14/08/2018 Haughley Reserves 1-1 Elmswell.
Matthew Barber missed a penalty early on,
possibly due to his significant pre-match
journey, but redeemed himself later on with a
looping half volley that evaded the keeper and
went in off the far post. A cracking local derby
ended honours even.

with two goals
from close range.
21/08/2018 Stonham Aspals
(Div2) 1-2 Elmswell Another victory
against higher opposition despite going
a goal down. Matt Last, living up to his
potential, scored a memorable brace.
The first found the far top hand corner
from outside the box and he secured
the comeback finishing nicely after
good work down the right from Dylan
Peskett.
25/08/2018 Elmswell Reserves 0-7
Walsham ‘B’ Another much changed
Reserves side lost to a very competent
Walsham ‘B’ team. After a hard set of
pre-season fixtures, The Reserves face
a short journey to local rivals, Old
Newton ‘A’, in their first league game on
Saturday 1st Sept.
25/08/2018 Elmswell 2-1 Ipswich
Athletic The first team finished their
friendlies strongly beating Ipswich
Athletic, who have just been relegated
from Div.1. Dylan Peskett and Matt
Barber got the goals. They start their
campaign away to Felixstowe Rangers
on Saturday 1st Sept.

18/08/2018 Elmswell Reserves 2-3 BROB
Reserves. A late surge by the Reserves saw them
fight back from 3-0 down to narrowly miss
a draw. A Jordan Ashton penalty and a late
goal for the persistent Andy Brookin were our
highlights along with some great reflex saves by
Steven Reid.

If you’d like to come and support the
boys, our September home games are
as follows:-

18/08/2018 Elmswell 2-1 BROB First (Div2). The
first team beat opposition from a higher division
thanks to fox in the box, Tom ‘chip-shop’ Fisher,

Saturday 15 September 2018, 14:30 @
Blackbourne vs Woolverston Utd Res (div4)

Saturday 8th September 2018, 14:30 @
Blackbourne vs Sutton Heath Saxons (div3)
Saturday 8th September 2018, 14:30 @Grove
Lane vs AFC Kesgrave ‘A’ (div4)
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Saturday 22 September 2018, 14:30 @
Blackbourne vs Witnesham Wasps (div3)
Saturday 29 September 2018, 14:30 @
Blackbourne vs Tacket Street BROB Res (div4)
‘Ed’ Edmonds, Club Secretary.
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ELMSWELL PARISH COUNCIL
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Full Council is scheduled to meet on the 3rd Monday monthly, excepting August. Consequently there was no
meeting last month but the work of the Council continues through the Parish Clerk’s office and the Council’s
committees stand ready to deal with appropriate matters. This report deals with some of the issues dealt with by the
Clerk on Council’s behalf following consultation with Councillors as appropriate.
Boundary Commission
The Local Government Boundary
Commission has been carrying out a review
of electoral arrangements for Mid Suffolk
which currently has a high level of ‘electoral
inequality’ whereby some of our District
Councillors represent many more, or many
fewer, voters than others. The conclusion
is that the number of District Councillors
should be reduced from 40 to 34. There
is little material change as far as Elmswell
is concerned. We currently have 2 Ward
Members representing Elmswell & Woolpit
and this will remain the case. Each Ward
Member will then have 2,410 constituents
which is slightly below the average for
the District. However, the Commission’s
projection to 2023 is for the electorate to
have grown to 4,885 which, when split
between the 2 Members, produces the
average figure of 2,443 electors each. Subject
to Parliamentary scrutiny, new arrangements
will come into force at the local elections
in May 2019. Full details can be found at:
consultation.lgbce.org.uk.
Post Office opening hours
On 4th July the Parish Council raised with
Jo Churchill MP the need for an urgent
review of the decision by the Post Office to
reduce Elmswell Post Office opening hours.
Evidence and common sense both strongly
suggest that there is a growing need for the
vital services which the Post Office offers not
only to Elmswell but to surrounding villages
which have already suffered cutbacks or the
loss of their own Post Office. The MP has
been asked to gain access to the figures that
might prove, or otherwise, the business case
for the downgrading of the service. The
enquiry has been followed up repeatedly,
and, when Jo Churchill held a public surgery
at Wetherden on 16th August, Council
Chairman, Cllr Fred Pallett attended to make
the case for action. He has since followed
this up with a reminder that, “this approach
and follow up is proactive, rather than a
‘talking shop’ with no actions arising.”
Highways issues
Officers at Suffolk County Council
Highways no longer have geographical
area responsibilities as before. They are,
instead, grouped to deal with specific
areas of highways responsibility such as
maintenance, signage, white lining etc. This
means that the Parish Council, through
the Clerk, has no more influence or effect
than does a member of the public. We no
longer have an Area Engineer who knows
our patch and can visit to take a look at
problems across the board. The Highways
Problem Reporting website is the best
way to report problems such as potholes,
overgrown grass verges etc, but the current
funding constraints mean that response

times to such complaints are often lengthy.
Some matters of local importance - the lack
of or badly damaged signage approaching
the village down Warren Lane, or the many
missing junction road markings, for example
– are unlikely to receive attention from
the County Council within the foreseeable
future. Responding to frustrations expressed
by residents, the Parish Council is funding
certain minor works directly and carrying
them out at a fraction of the cost incurred
by the bureaucratic and costly efforts of SCC
Highways through their contractors who
then instruct sub-contractors etc. There
is no power to do this, and Councillors
realise that it can attract the criticism of,
‘double taxation’. It has been suggested to
the County Council that the delegation of
certain highways responsivities, with an
appropriate budget allocation, would be
welcomed by some town & parish councils,
including Elmswell. This never seems to find
favour and, meanwhile, issues such as the
cutting of grass verges are delayed beyond
promised target dates resulting in highways
hazard, such as at Wetherden Road where
visibility leaving the village is dangerously
curtailed.
Planning rules
The recent statement from Mid Suffolk
District Council that they can demonstrate
that they have identified the Government’s
required number of houses to be delivered in
the District over the next 5 years was tested
at a Planning Appeal heard at Blackbourne
at the end of August. The appeal in question
related to a Planning Application in Woolpit,
but it hinged to some extent on the housing
supply issue and served to potentially lay
down a firm legal marker in this regard
for future Planning applications in the
District. The Inspector heard arguments
from Counsel on both sides with detailed
reference to the way a 5 year housing
supply is, ‘deliverable’. For example, if an
Outline Planning Permission exists, can it
be assumed that a detailed Application will
follow within the 3 year deadline...and if
there is full Permission granted, when will
building begin – and at what rate? Guidance
is still trickling down from Government
on these and other factors in light of a
very recent change to the core document,
the National Planning Policy Framework.
This is slowing down the decision making
process as far as the Planning Inspectorate is
concerned. It could well be 12 weeks before
the outcome is known.
Wesley
A Task & Finish Panel of 5 Councillors
has been assessing the architects who have
expressed an interest in the refurbishment
of the Wesley facilities with a view to
appointing the practice to take the scheme
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forward. The users of the current facility
have made their views and observations
known through the Blackbourne & Wesley
Management Association (BWMA).
Councillors have a responsibility to take
a broad view on the community’s behalf
regarding issues beyond the basic design
factors such as relevant experience and team
depth in terms of the several disciplines
involved. Confirmation of an appointment
will go to the next Council meeting.
Meanwhile, once a programme of works has
been sketched out, the BWMA must devise
ways and means to try to keep all of the
Wesley regular users accommodated during
the time when the building works are taking
place. This will require flexibility across
the board, including at Blackbourne where
it is hoped the majority of activities can be
temporarily housed.
Lawn Farm Quarry
The long-established quarrying on the old
A45 down Warren Lane has expanded
over recent years encouraged by the local
building boom which provides close local
customers for its sand, aggregates and
recycled building materials. The relationship
with the neighbouring communities at
Elmswell and Wetherden has often been
strained, particularly with reference to
hours of working and the deposits of mud
and silt on the road leading from the site
which pose a frequent driving hazard. A
combination of weak operating conditions
and an overstretched enforcement regime
at County Council level has tended to
compound the problems. Accordingly, the
Parish Council has objected to a proposal
for further expansion of operations at the
site to allow the installation and use of a
concrete batching plant. The application
can be viewed ad www.midsuffolk.gov.uk
by searching, ‘Aggmax Transport Limited’.
Comments on the proposal are invited up to
14th September.
Borley Crescent development
An application was made in August 2016
for up to 60 new dwellings on farm land off
Borley Crescent. There was consultation
with the Parish Council and, via the
Newsletter and neighbourhood leaflets,
with the community at large. Widespread
objections, including from the Parish
Council, were tempered with the promise
that some 30% of the new dwellings, 16 plots,
would be bungalows. It is widely held that
there is a shortage of such accommodation
which allows older members of the
community to stay in the village when
they need to move into more manageable
accommodation. The Permission, allowing
the development in principal, was granted
in August 2016. Consultation is to happen
again on the detail of the ‘Reserved Matters’

on the site, such as the layout and the
house-types. A recent meeting between the
Developer and the Council Chairman &
Clerk revealed the extremely disappointing
fact that the latest proposal is that just 2
of the 60 new plots will be for bungalows.
Subsequently, and taking account of the
extremely unwelcome nature of this change
in the profile of the development, the
number of bungalows has been increased to
4. The public consultation runs until 17th
September and will be advertised in the
Elmswell Newsletter.
Mid Suffolk borrowing to invest
The Parish Council continues to express
concerns, including via Jo Churchill MP,
regarding the recent move by Mid Suffolk
& Babergh District Councils to set up a
commercial investment company investing
in commercial property outside of their

respective Districts using money borrowed
from the Government’s Public Works
Loan Board. Rather than funding local
initiatives which might feed back into the
local economy, the group, CIFCO, which
includes District Councillors on its Board,
has chosen to invest in places as far afield as
Hemel Hempstead and Harlow. There are
further concerns regarding the nature of the
businesses chosen. Despite negative trading
projections for the high street, the Councils
now own Marks & Spencer’s in Brentwood.
In the face of a declining car market, they
have bought car dealerships in Milton Keynes
and, disregarding a decline in mid-market
restaurant chains, have invested in both Caffe
Nero and Wagamama outlets. Trading figures
do not, by law, have to be published for some
months yet to come and, in the meantime, the
trading returns are deemed to be confidential.

The next full Council meeting will take
place on Monday 17th September at 7.30
in The Blackbourne. The public are, as ever,
welcome to attend all Council and Council
committee meetings and the agenda will
always offer opportunities for questions and
comment. Agendas are published on line at
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk, on the Council’s
notice board at Crown Mill and in the
community notice board at the Co-op outside
the Post Office. Approved Minutes are also
published on the website as
well as being posted on
the community notice
board at the Co-op
and available in the
Memorial Library.

ELECTIONS IN 2019
On Thursday 2nd May next year there will be elections to the Parish Council. Same
old…this has been the case every 4 years since 1894 when Reuben King joined Louisa
Mary Collen and 6 other worthies of this parish as the first members of the Elmswell
Parish Council.
The roles of parish councillors have changed in many ways over those 124 years, but
the importance of what they do has not diminished. At every election since then it
could be said that there has never been a more important time for the village to be well
represented. With the well-documented pressures on our community as it braces itself
for a possible doubling in size in the medium future the mantra is, again appropriate.
There has never been a more important time…
To find out more about standing for the council, search on line or contact the Parish
Clerk’s office: clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

FOOTPATH WALK

Our next walk starts, as usual, from Crown Mill, on

Our local Trading Standards
champion is Ken Coulling –
always keen to hear of
suspicious approaches or
practices.
Contact him at Kenneth.
coulling@gmail.com
01359 242797

SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER
beginning at 11.00 am from
the village sign.
Open to all comers & led by
Footpath Officer Dick Burch
A couple of hours gentle walking on
the footpaths in and around Elmswell
Dogs on leads welcome –
stout shoes recommended

A reminder… Alcohol at Blackbourne
Blackbourne is a licensed premises.

The controls on the supply of alcohol are the same as a pub. Any and all alcohol supplied must be done through our Dedicated Premises Supervisor, Val Burch.
Whether it is a full bar (always at prices pegged to those charged in the local pubs), a
specialist bar - you can have just wine or champagne…anything to suit your occasion
- or simply wine to toast the happy couple or wet the baby’s head, it all must come via
Val.
The license is subject to Council and Police regulation and the BWMA Committee is
liable to ensure that the strict statutory rules are followed.
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What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.
For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.
September 2018
2
3
5
6
7
8
8
8
11
12
13
13

14
18
18
20
21
23
28
29

ElmsFest Family Fun Day at Blackbourne from
12.00noon
Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church, Sailing around the world with Bridget
Reavie at 7.45pm
Elmswell Exchange Afternoon W.I. Linda Sexton
- Miss Grimwade And The Girls Of Hope House
Over 55’s Club Old Codgers Entertain
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am – 12 noon
Elmswell Sewing Bee (1:30 - 5:00, Blackbourne)
Social sewing group.
St John’s quiz night
7:00pm Quiz night (This is in the date section,
but missing the start time)
ElmswellWI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm
Speaker Mandy Wild
How to look good in a bin bag
Keep In Touch Community Cafe (at the Fox Pub,
10:30am) Social meet for new and established
residents of Elmswell
Food ‘n’ Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church
midday
Elmswell History Group meeting
Wesley Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker Mark Mitchels:
“Edward Fitzgerald & The Woodbridge Wits”.
*Annual SUBS due*
St. John’s Friday Ladies Lunch
@ The Wesley Hall 11.30am
Gardening Club 7.30pm. Blackbourne
Talk: Seasonal Interest for autumn garden
Exchange Club outing
Over 55’s Club Harvest Supper
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am – 12 noon
St John’s Harvest Festival
BINGO at Blackbourne
Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30
8:30am Men’s Breakfast at St John’s. Speaker:
Darren Bullen from Christians Against Poverty

October 2018
1
3
4
5
6
9
11

12
13

Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church, Fishermen’s Mission with Andy
Malcolm
Elmswell Exchange Afternoon W.I.
Chris Parfitt An Illustrated Visit to
The Isle Of Skye (Highland Games Included)
Over 55’s club Felixstowe “The Hut”
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am – 12 noon
7:00pm “Variety and Spice” Concert at St John’s
Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm
Speaker Jenny Martin
British Red Cross
Elmswell History Group meeting,
Wesley Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker Mervyn Russen:
“The First Railway to Ipswich & Beyond”
*December tickets on sale*
St. John’s Friday Ladies Lunch
@ The Wesley Hall 11.30am
Elmswell Sewing Bee (1:30 - 5:00, Blackbourne)
Social sewing group.

13

Barn Dance organised by Elmswell Baptist
Church at the Chamberlayne Hall, dancing to
“Clutching at Straws”. Watch out for tickets going
on sale, probably in late August. Any profits will
be given to charity.
16
Gardening Club 7.30pm. Blackbourne
Talk: Therapeutic and Healing Gardens
16
Exchange Club To be arranged plus raffle
18
Over 55’s club Stowmarket Concert Band
OPEN EVENING
19
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am – 12 noon
24
Keep In Touch Community Cafe (at the Fox Pub,
10:30am) Social meet for new and established
residents of Elmswell
27/28 Elmswell Art Club exhibition and sale of art by
local artists. Admission free.

7
8
10
13
13

14

St. John’s Friday Ladies Lunch
@ The Wesley Hall 11.30am
Elmswell Sewing Bee (1:30 - 5:00, Blackbourne)
Social sewing group.
Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm.
Christmas Party
Over 55’s club Music & Carols with Norton
Salvation Army OPEN EVENING
Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall.
7.30pm, The Penland Phezants (folk group):
“The True Story of Hereward the Wake of Ely”,
also featuring local king, saint and martyr St
Edmund - told in words & traditional folk music.
Light seasonal refreshments will be served.
*This event is ADVANCE TICKETs only, none
on the door. Tel. 01359-242601 for details.
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am – 12 noon
Over 55’s Club Xmas Party with Jim Bob Duo .

November 2018

15

5

2019

1

7
8

9
10
13
15
16
17
20
20
21
29
30
30

Over 55’s club “Hot Dogs”
with entertainment by Ian Vickery
Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church at 7.45pm. A talk and demonstration by
Rolfes of Elmswell Butchers.
Elmswell Exchange Afternoon W.I.
Graham Higgins The Real Robin Hood
Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley
Hall. 7.30pm,
Speaker Kelvin Dakin:
“The History of local company, FISONS”
*December tickets on sale*
St. John’s Friday Ladies Lunch
@ The Wesley Hall 11.30am
Elmswell Sewing Bee (1:30 - 5:00, Blackbourne)
Social sewing group.
Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm
Jen Larner Circle dancing
Over 55’s club Bingo
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am – 12 noon
ELF coach trip to London from Memorial
Library 8.15am leave London 6.00pm
Exchange Club Mr Parfitt plus raffle
Gardening Club 7.30pm Blackbourne
AGM + club event
Keep In Touch Community Cafe (at the Fox Pub,
10:30am) Social meet for new and established
residents of Elmswell
Over 55’s club Festive Concert
by Jubilee Singers Open Evening
“Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall
10.15am – 12 noon
ELF wine tasting Portuguese wines with Bob
Stopp

December 2018
3
4
5
6
6

Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist
Church, Nosh & Natter, entertainement to be
confirmed 7.30pm
Exchange Club Christmas lunch
Keep In Touch Community Cafe (at the Fox Pub,
10:30am) Social meet for new and established
residents of Elmswell
Elmswell Exchange Afternoon W.I.
Christmas Celebrations - To Be Confirmed
Over 55’s club Thursford Christmas Spectactular

January 2019
10

Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley
Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker John Orbell:
“Bury’s Corn Exchange, past and present”

February 2019
14

Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley
Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker Sarah Doig:
“The Story of East Anglian Almshouses”

March 2019
14

Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley
Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker Miriam Stead:
“Tea for the British, with a little twist of Suffolk”

April 2019
11

Elmswell History Group’s 19th Anniversary
meeting, Wesley Hall 7.30pm, Speaker
John Morris: “Constable at Flatford Mill”

May 2019
9

Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley
Hall. 7.30pm, Speaker Richard Young:
“Bury’s Victorian Observatory”
*July tickets on sale*

June 2019
13

Elmswell History Group meeting, Wesley Hall.
7pm A.G.M., then Speaker Claire Gapper:
“Decorative Plasterwork in Elizabethan &
Jacobean Suffolk” *July tickets on sale*

July 2019
11

Elmswell History Group – 7pm
Annual Outing to Suffolk Police Museum,
Martlesham Tickets from 01359-242601

To be included in our events diary, please send us a separate notification of your announcement.
PLUS>>>> regular bookings at Blackbourne & Wesley include, Art Club, Baby & Toddler Group,
BATS table tennis & badminton, Boot Camp, Bingo, Carpet Bowls, Circuit training, Companions,
Exchange Club, Gardening Club, History Group, Ju Jutsu, Karate, Ladies Lunch, Mardle Quilters,
Pilates, Sewing Bee, Slimming World, WI (afternoon and evening groups), Zumba.
Ring 244134 for details or email clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk
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Useful contacts for community groups & others…feedback is essential.
Do be in touch to correct or add details or to suggest someone else deserving of listing.
Amenities Association
241135
Art Club
Baby & Toddler Group
Baptists
Beavers
BWMA
BATS – Badminton at Blackbourne
Brownies
CAB
Carpet Bowls Club
Christians Together in Elmswell
Community Speed Watch
Companions
County Councillor
Cricket Club
Cubs
District Councillor
District Councillor
Elmswheelians
Elmswild
Exchange afternoon WI
Exchange Club
Fire Crew; non-emergencies
First Responders
07909 006 496
Football
07813 302808
Fox Bowls Team
Friends of Elmswell School
Friends of St Johns

Jean Barker (Sec)
John Welford
John Welford
Jen Tooke-Marchant
Ruth Court
Dave Hollings
Peter Edmonds
Ruth Court
Peter Edmonds (Sec)
Peter Edmonds
Gemma Sutton
Frank Boxall
Cllr Jane Storey
Jean Folkard
Ben Savill
Mo Coulling
Linda Waspe
Trevor Sadler
Cllr Jane Storey
Eileen Brooks (Sec.)
Carol Blissett
Ben Savill
Merv
Sarah Mansell
John Levantis
Trevor Sadler
Mary Feeney
Nick Chamberlin
Maureen Davis
Carol Blissett
Brian Hawes
Merv
Brenda Begg
Shaun Pratt
Melanie Garner
Dick Burch
Jean Folkard
Mike Randell
Nick Chamberlin
Sue Howard

Gardening Club
Guides
Health Centre - Woolpit
Helping hand
History Group
Ladies Lunch Club

eaa@elmswell.org.uk
welford955@btinternet.com
welford955@btinternet.com
elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com
ruthcourt4@hotmail.co.uk
davehollings@btinternet.com
peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk
ruthcourt4@hotmail.co.uk
edmondspeterj@gmail.com
edmondspeterj@gmail.com
elmswellbrownies@hotmail.com
advice@midsuffolkcab.org.uk
jf.boxall@btinternet.com
Jane.Storey@ suffolk.gov.uk
derekrf2@gmail.com
hovells23@hotmail.co.uk
mocoulling@gmail.com
linda@labbott.plus.com
Trevor.sadler@dsl.pipex.com
Jane.Storey@ suffolk.gov.uk
Elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com
carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk
hovells23@hotmail.co.uk
Sarah.Mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Johnalevantis@gmail.com
Trevor.sadler@dsl.pipex.com
info@elmswild.org.uk
npch@btinternet.com

241135
240166
240166

241640
241640
241640
241640
01449 676060
240555

0777 4695784
01284 700925
240555

07761 125093
245247
01284 700925

carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk
brian.hawes@suffolkcc.gov.uk
merv.smith@tiscali.co.uk
davidgbegg@gmail.com
shaun.pratt@btinternet.com
info@littleelms.co.uk
ann.richards47@gmail.com

240974
240491
240105

derekf2@gmail.com

244134

07761 125093

npch@btinternet.com
sueguides2011@talktalk.net
240298

Diann Armstrong
Stella Chamberlin
Brenda Begg
Jean Folkard
Zoe Clark - Manager
Melanie Garner
Editorial office

Mayfield, Wetherden Road
stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk
davidgbegg@gmail.com
derekf2@gmail.com
elmswell@suffolklibraries.co.uk
info@littleelms.co.uk
eaa@elmswell.org.uk
elmswelloil@gmail.com
clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

Library
Little Elms
Newsletter
Oil buying Group
Parish Council
Photographic Society
Police Emergencies
Police; non-emergencies
Poor’s Land Charity
01359 240249
Power cuts
School
Scouts

Mid Suffolk South SNT
David Hawes

headquarters@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
davidandanna@yahoo.co.uk

Mrs Ash
Ben Savill

Powwercut105.com
admin@elmswell.suffolk.sch.uk
hovells23@hotmail.co.uk

St John’s Church

Jean Folkard

derekf2@gmail.com

Sewing Bee
WI - evening
408452
Youth Football

Zoe Clark
Margaret Stevens

stevensmarg@tiscali.co.uk

Julian Tuzinkiewicz

juliantuz@hotmail.co.uk

Parish Clerk,
Mike Randell

240974
240491
07813829008
244134
999
101

105
240261

07580 297140

IF YOU ARE NOT HAPPY THAT YOUR DETAILS APPEAR HERE, PLEASE DO BE IN TOUCH VIA eaa @elmswell.org.uk
Future Council Meetings

Notice of all meetings and agendas is posted on
the Council’s notice board at Crown Mill and in

the community notice board at the Co-op.

Sept Oct Nov Dec
17th 15th 19th 17th

Jan
21st

Meetings are held at Blackbourne,
beginning at 7.30 unless

otherwise notified

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the Clerk,
Peter Dow, at The Council Office, Blackbourne, Blackbourne
Road, IP30 9UH – right next to the car park and with wheelchair
access. Staffed Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4pm, Tuesday
& Thursday 9.00am – 12 noon and at other times by arrangement.
clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk Tel. 244134

Printed by Printing for Pleasure 01473 652354

SERVICING
TRACKING
EXHAUSTS
SUSPENSION
DIAGNOSTICS

Find us at: Station Road Industrial Estate, Elmswell, IP30 9HR

MOT CENTRE
TYRES
BRAKES
CLUTCHES
BATTERIES

