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More than thirty years of Parish Record... all the Community News...

Looking 
back on 3 

decades of 
excellent 

volunteer 
efforts

Thank you
See pages 17 & 18 for:

New Year’s  
day walkers  
gather to begin a  
Happy New Year!

Looking 
forward
(to better service 
than this local 
wag considers 
we are currently 
receiving!)



 EDITORIAL
Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate.  If you wish to comment, 
please do so via the office or by email at; eaa.elmswell.org.uk  We reserve the right to edit 
any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

Another decade done and dusted.   
Another chance to look back in the hope of insight to help with looking forward.

Looking back is the more easily done with the aid of the Elmswell Newsletter Archive.  As we enter our 4th decade of 
‘Parish Record – All the Community News…’, the following snippets add colour to the community’s growth and progress.

The editorial recorded; ‘Seventy villagers attended and walked  Elmswell’s cross country footpaths on New Year’s day.  
Halfway stop for refreshments of hot punch and mince pies in the marquee on the Ashfield sports field were supplied and 

served by Gobblins...’ 
The Parish Council reported that the Lease with British Rail for the railway station buildings  (subsequently sub-let to Travel Stop) was almost ready for 
signing, that the Amenities Association was to be approached towards increasing the number of bottle banks at the Memorial Hall from 2 to 3, and that 
issues regarding the trees threatened by a proposed development of 6 houses in the grounds of The Grange had been satisfactorily addressed.
Volunteers were sought to help with the Meals on Wheels service based at the Memorial Hall and the Elmswheelians were advertising their next trip 
abroad to Holland (return fare £29.50) whilst announcing that Santa and the Elmswheelian Carol Singers had collected £24.50 to be donated to the Over 
60’s.  In the same edition, we note, 
!	 The Amenities Association St Valentines dance to the ever-popular Travelling Raspberries at the Memorial Hall included a buffet meal
!	 David’s Coaches on Grove Lane advertised 3 days at Blackpool in October for £56.00
!	 Servicemaster advertised their comprehensive cleaning services and have done so in every Newsletter edition since!

The Millennium had hit! Joy was not unconfined.  Witness a letter (in the days before social media took on the job 
of spreading vitriol) suggested that the then Parish Council “might have supported one of our local charities rather 

than spend £1,000.00 on a poorly-supported fireworks event ”, to mark the occasion.  Seasoned village-watchers will know that this was the infamous 
and bloodied era of the Village versus the Parish Council and the magazine’s ever-growing ‘Letters’ pages reflected this, with criticism of an unsafe 
access ramp at Blackbourne reflecting a, ‘high and mighty attitude’, and the reported proposal to triple charges made to village sports clubs for use of the 
community facilities at Blackbourne.  Meanwhile...
!	 The Valentine’s dance was at Blackbourne with popular beat combo, Cover the Night, organised by Roy Finch Promotions at £4.00 per ticket;
!	 The Elmswell Amateur Dramatic Society Trivia Quiz was advertised for 17th February at Blackbourne – team of 6 entry fee £10.00;;
!	 The Carl Finch Memorial Dance with the Stonkin’ Blues Band would cost £5.00 for a ticket at Blackbourne on 22nd April;
!	 “W Jarvis for Tree Maintenance”, advertised his services – and still does to this day helping provide the funding that keeps your Newsletter going.

By now your Newsletter cover and centre pages are in glorious colour, but still the smaller format.  The Parish 
Council has long-lost its wish to rule by diktat and the forward-thinking and progressive trend that has maintained 

since is highlighted in our editorial which mentions, ‘...testing times ahead;  the Bacon Factory development, a possible bypass road, expanding the hall at 
Blackbourne, developing the green cemetery & allotment scheme...’  Meanwhile...
!	 Elmswell PTA were promoting The Nearly New Romantics, 80’s tribute band at Blackbourne in February – tickets £7.50;
!	 A ‘Thank You’ for support of the New Year’s Dance at Blackbourne recorded a total of £304.00 raised for good causes;
!	 A community litter-pick was advertised for 24th January;
!	 Advertisers supporting us then and still doing so today include Steve Gage, Park Garage, KDS Print, Burnett Barker Solicitors, MK Auto’s,  
 Wayne Salmon Electrical, Travel Stop, 4 Paws Pet Foods, PH Peckham plumbing, The Old Tea Rooms Veterinary Surgery, FG Brown Opticians,  
 Haywards Solicitors, Paul Scase,  David Martin Motor Engineer, Kevin Hollings Kitchens, BJW Plumbing & Heating – and Stowmarket Skip Hire  
 who’s advert has never changed over 120 editions!. 

That’s enough looking back!  Where does this edition tell us we are, and and what might that hold in store for the 
next decade?  Your 2020 full-colour magazine has a print run of 1,950, and it is a fact that this must increase by 500 

within the next couple of years.  Not a fact, but a strong probability is that this won’t be enough.  By the time you read this, a decision on 75 more houses 
to be added to the Bacon Factory site will have been made and within weeks Mid Suffolk councillors will sit again to rule on the application for an 
estate of a further 105 dwellings off School Road.  The pressure on our local councils from central government to accept more houses will be irresistible, 
despite Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans.  Whitehall’s Weighty Wisdom versus Suffolk Quality of Life is No Contest. When Suffolk County Council 
Highways officers can advise that the accepted overload on the School Road / Church Road junction will be acceptable because,  “There are alternative 
routes from the proposed development and it could be considered that many drivers will choose these routes to avoid queuing on School Road.” saying,  in 
effect, that people will have to find alternative ways into and out of the village, there can be little hope of community common sense holding sway.

What does seem clear is that, with the community’s support, our immediately local elected representatives can help improve our social infrastructure so 
as to keep up with the demands that a 40%+ increase in our village population must bring.  And not just more people – younger people.  As hundreds 
of young families move in and the Planners refuse to recognise the need for affordable / bungalow / suitable-for-downsizing units, our demography will 
change.  As will the social structures needed to support it.  The briefest of glimpses afforded here of times past hints at a community life fast retreating in 
the face of on-demand wall-to-wall 24/7 infotainment...all on-line, just a digit away and in your face.  No more Valentines dances, New Year’s Eve bashes, 
or amateur dramatics.  Fun is phone-shaped. Organised fun has become costly.  Organisers have become a rarity.  Organisations struggle. 
When the Wesley project is finished in May, its champions will have realised a step forward – a community space at the heart of the village designed to 
offer an open, welcome and accessible meeting place for us to drop into and to meet and to mix.  No need to join, but every opportunity to join in.  As 
Blackbourne continues to expand it is hoped that it will build upon its success in providing top quality affordable meeting places for more organised 
community activity.  And as the Greene King site on School Road is, hopefully, secured, there is the once-in-a-lifetime chance of seriously addressing 
community needs and aspirations in so many ways – and we decide how.  

       Come back in 2030 and find out how it all went… 

January 1990

January 2000

January 2010

January 2020
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL ART CLUB
  The Mona Lisa is widely considered to be the most famous and well known painting 
in the world.  So what is the second?  The Norwegian artist Edvard Munch’s The Scream is 
undoubtedly the second most famous painting ever produced.  In fact there were four versions, 
two pastels and two paintings.   Munch was born on 12th December 1863.  His childhood was overshadowed 
by illness, bereavement and the dread of inheriting a mental condition which ran in the family.  When his 
father, a doctor, was appointed the medical officer at the Akershus Fortress overlooking the waterfront in 
Oslo, the family was obliged to move house from their home in Adalsbruk.  Munich’s mother died when 
he was just 5 years old and his older sister died a year later.  Munch and his siblings were brought up by 
their father and an aunt.  Munch senior was of a nervous disposition and extremely religious, excessively 
so.   From him Edvard inherited the seeds of madness.  The religious regime together with poor health, 
vivid ghost stories and oppression from his father helped inspire his macabre visions and nightmares.  He 
felt death was constantly advancing on him.  He claimed he had inherited two of mankind’s most frightful 
enemies – the heritage of consumption and insanity.  He studied at a technical college in Kristiania, 
previously known as Christiania but which we now know as Oslo.  Frequent illness and depression 
interrupted his studies and after a year he gave up his studies to become a full time painter, which his 
father considered an unholy trade.  Munch subsequently travelled to Paris and was much influenced 
by the works of Gauguin, Vincent Van Gogh and Toulouse Lautrec.  He spent some years in Berlin and 

became very much part of the Bohemian scene.  The Scream shows the torments in his mind.  Munich’s anxiety, compounded by excessive drinking 
and  brawling became acute with hallucinations and feelings of persecution.  During the Second World War his work was seen by Hitler and the Nazis 
as degenerate and when Germany invaded Norway in 1940, Munch who hated parting 
with any of his paintings, was fearful that the occupiers would confiscate or destroy all 
his work.  He spent the last decades of his life in virtual solitude and died aged 80 on 
23rd January 1944. So in spite of his hang ups and mental problems he still managed to 
reach old age.
Our two paintings this month are examples of painting with minimum colours, the 
“Christmas card” tree was painted by Caroline Cooke in watercolour using essentially 
blue with some dark grey and a little pink while the drawing of the Woolpacks on 
Kinder Scout in the Peak District was done by Eddie Douglas using just charcoal.  Not 
the same as the charcoal of my school days but charcoal pencils that look like ordinary 
pencils which you can sharpen and  use without covering your fingers in black 
charcoal dust.                                                                   John Welford. 01359 240166

In my art I attempt to explain life and it’s meaning to myself
Edvard Munch

POWER CUTS & SUPPLY SAFETY
New national helpline – Dial 105 powercut105.comfor more information

ELMSWELL EXCHANGE 
SOCIAL CLUB
This month the club enjoyed a delicious 
Christmas lunch. Our thanks to Amy and her 
team for managing to serve us a hot and tasty 
meal. Betty Phillips provided the attractive table 
decorations and our thanks to her for donating 
them to the committee members. Jean Turner 
kindly played Carols for us to join in after lunch. 
Our thanks to Derek Folkard for providing our 
new programmes for 2020.

I would like to thank the committee for all their 
hard work during the year.

I wish all our members a peaceful Christmas and 
a healthy new year.

Our first meeting for 2020 is on February 18th 
when we will be having a Beetle Drive.

New members are always welcome.

Enquiries to Carol 242 884

ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP
On Thursday 12 December the entertainment for our ‘Christmas’ meeting was provided by Bristol 
Fashion Band. The group of five musicians play traditional folk music on traditional instruments, eg 
the Thiebel Violin – a violin with a horn attached to enhance the volume; a dulcimer, which is played 
with ‘hammers’ and is related to the zither; a mandolin, a melodian and a double bass.

The music included various polkas, Music Hall songs, songs about the army and one entitled ‘The 
Sailors farewell to his horse’. Songs popular in the early twentieth century were also included, such as 
‘I wonder who’s kissing her now’. Also included in the performance were ‘jig dolls’, which are small 
articulated dolls which are made to ‘dance’ on a board to the music – audience participation was 
included in this item. This was a very entertaining evening, attended by around 100 members and 
friends, followed by a seasonal buffet provided by our Committee. 

The first meeting of the New Year will be held at the Blackbourne on Thursday 9th January. Our 
speaker will be Keeley Taylor; since researching her own family history, Keeley has been studying 
with the Heraldic and Genealogist Society and helps people in the fascinating occupation of building 
their own family tree.

We wish you all a very Happy New Year and look forward to our 2020 programme.

Our meetings take place in the Chamberlayne Hall at the Blackbourne Centre, Elmswell  
on the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. For further information, our website is  
www.elmswell-history.org.uk or telephone our Secretary Stella Chamberlain 01359-242601.
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Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Curtains
• Hard Floors

call Peter on 01359 241577
email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk

ServiceMaster West Suffolk

Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

  
 
 

HAYWARDS 
SOLICITORS 

 
FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 

 
We offer Fixed Fees at Competitive Rates 

 
Telephone: (01449) 613631 

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk   
www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk 

Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients. 
7 - 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ 

F. G. BROWN  
– OPTICIANS

Denmark House,  
41 Bury Street,  

Stowmarket

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030
As independent opticians we offer a more 

personalised eyecare service that you can trust 
for all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination

Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames

and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses

Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priority

Units 1-2, Station Rd Industrial Estate, Station Rd, Elmswell , Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9HD.

ALL TYPES OF SERVICING - WELDING - MOT WORK - CLUTCHES - EXHAUSTS - SHOCKS
AIR CONDITIONING - TYRES - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS - BATTERIES - CAMBELTS - BRAKES

TEL: 01359 242479 OR VISIT: WWW.PARKGARAGESERVICES.CO.UK

Your LOCAL GARAGE with over 20 years experience servicing and repairing all makes and models.

will main sign.qxp_Layout 1  14/03/2017  20:09  Page 1

Help is at hand - Call Toby Hicks
01449 771991 / 07968 686035

Are you having trouble setting up or
operating your TV / Audio or DVD?

Has your equipment stopped working?
Does your TV need a re-tune?

(Formerly BV Hicks Ltd)
TV & Audio Solutions

NEW DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AND 

 TV PRODUCTS SUPPLIED
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL FOX BOWLS CLUB
No. I haven’t gone into hibernation for the 
winter – I just missed deadline last month, that 
is all.

I do, however, have the perfect excuse 
-incompetence! I am sorry that I missed the 
chance to wish you all an enjoyable Christmas 
but it is not too late to hope that 2020 goes well 
for you so I will do that. 

We held our third AGM way back on November 
21st and had an encouraging turn-out of about 
50% of the existing membership with several 
apologies from those who couldn’t make it.

Gratifyingly, everybody was so impressed 
with the performance of their elected officers 
over the past twelvemonth that they insisted 
that we should remain in office for a further 
year. Or, possibly, they thought we needed 
one more season to fully master the task, you 
choose. Actually Ann Richards, Secretary, Barry 
Hayward, Treasurer, and Dick Burch, Club 
Captain, have all done a splendid job and it is 
just my Chairmanship that needs a little fine-
tuning, but I will work at it.

Barry Hayward circulated a statement of 
accounts for the year which showed a balance of 
some £1200 and it was unanimously agreed to 
donate £500 back to the EPC, in recognition of 
their unstinting support, with the wish that it is 
put towards the Wesley project.

It was confirmed that we would operate in the 
Bury League Monday afternoon and Thursday 
evening competitions and the Suffolk County 
Bowls Association Tuesday evening league 
and that we were already registered for these. 
The desire to enter the Stowmarket Tuesday 
afternoon league was expressed and supported 
by several present but doubts were cast over 
our ability to field a team given that we were 
already committed to Tuesday evenings. It has 
since been agreed to try for 2021 and start things 
moving earlier. 

Team captains remain as last season with Dick 
Burch and myself  sharing the roles. Dick will 
continue with Thursday evenings, never in 
doubt, myself with Monday afternoons and we 
will split the Tuesday evenings between us as it 
is effectively two teams, one playing at home and 
one away. 

It was decided to peg all fees at last year’s rates 
i.e.: 

Membership p.a. £15.00, 

match fee £2.50, 

roll-ups and friendlies £2.00. 

Ways of increasing our membership were 
discussed and the suggestion that found most 
favour was to offer six free training sessions next 
season for anyone who wished to give our sport 
a try.

If successful, this will increase our chances of 
joining the Tuesday pm league whilst continuing 
in the Area D evening side as well. 

This month’s photos 
show the Monday 
afternoon trophy, 
which I have shown 
you before, now 
mounted on David 
Gruenbaum’s 
superb wooden base 
and an example of 
Glynn Baker’s rink 
markers both of 
which, for technical 
reasons, I was 
unable to bring to 
you before, plus a 
summery one to 
remind you what 
sunshine looks like. 

Peter Edmonds, 
E.F.B.C. 07860 

395720

Helping you with the legal issues you 
don’t have the time or expertise to deal with... 
 Family Law
 Wills, LPAs and Probate
 Residential Conveyancing
 Crime and Motoring
 Business Legal Services
 Disputes and Litigation

Ask us 

about our  

Fixed Fees!

Call 01284 701131, visit burnettbarker.co.uk or pop in and see us 
at 20 Whiting Street, Bury St Edmunds - free parking on site!
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A&C 
FENCING, 

GARDENING & PATIOS

No obligation quotes

Contact Andy
01449 403050   077487 85197
wade.andrew63@gmail.com

All fencing supplied and erected
All garden work...regular maintenance or one-off

• Grass cutting up to 3½ acres
• Garden Clearance

• Tree Felling   • Stump Grinding
• Concrete bases laid   • Sheds erected

• Turf Laying   • Artificial Turf
• Driveways

• Garden machines serviced and repaired

The Railway Station 
Elmswell 

Bury St Edmunds  
Suffolk 

IP30 9HA 
01359 242555 

Elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk 

 

Heathrow to Budapest, Vienna, Durnstein, Melk, Passau,  
Regensburg, Nuremberg, Bamberg, Wurzburg,  

Miltenberg, Rudesheim, Bruhl, Cologne,  
Amsterdam back to Heathrow 

 
*Price per person based on a twin cabin lower deck - other cabin grades available.  

full details on our Exclusive Departures page of www.travel-stop.co.uk 

Don’t forget to reserve your 
place at our upcoming events.  

 
 

11th January 2020  
European & Worldwide  

River Cruising  with APT  
at our Hadleigh Office  

 
18th January 2020 
Amazing Destinations  
with Cox & Kings at  
Woolpit Cricket Club  
 

 

25th January 2020 
Incredible India with  
Transindus at our  
Hadleigh Office.  

 

 
Includes tea, coffee and snacks  

 

FLY - RIVER CRUISE  14 nights “European Gems” 
Cruise from Budapest, The Danube, Vienna,  

The Rhine and on to Amsterdam 
departing on 17th April 2020 only £1,995* 

Your nearest showroom is at Unit 3, Barton Road Retail Park, 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP32 7BE (Nr Farm Foods)

01284
799470

Or visit www.fcdhomeimprovements.co.uk/sale

january

UP TO

ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS  CLADDING  WINDOWS  DOORS  CONSERVATORIES  FASCIAS & SOFFITS
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Whoever you are, wherever you’re looking to move; we’ll be on hand every 
step of the way. We’ll even give you your own FREE personalised property 
website to tweet to family and friends! 

 

the perfect home?
Looking for

T. 01359 234444 | W. allhomes.uk.com | E. mail@allhomes.uk.com

 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL WI
One evening in November several members met 
and went on a Ghost Walk in Bury St Edmunds. 
Fortunately, it was a mild, dry evening and we 
wandered round the streets visiting buildings 
where there had been supposed sightings and there 
were quite a few! It was a fascinating insight into 
the history of the town and our guide was very 
entertaining and knowledgeable of the ghosts that 
haunt several old buildings.

Members attended our annual Christmas party at 
the Blackbourne in December and enjoyed a glass 
of wine on arrival and then sat to a meal of chicken 
casserole with roast potatoes followed by mince pies 
and cream. During the evening the members were 
entertained with Christmas readings and some 
hilarious jokes, and a quiz was completed during 
the meal. A raffle was also drawn for a special 
Christmas hamper. It was a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening and our thanks go the Blackbourne users 
who had decorated the room beautifully.?

ELMSWELL EXCHANGE WI
“A  BIT  OF  A  DO” 
Elmswell Exchange Afternoon W.I. are twenty !    
On Wednesday 4th December we had a wonderful 
Afternoon Tea Party in The Chamberlayne Hall.  
Mary, our President,  welcomed Presidents from 
Woolpit, Thurston, and Norton.  Our W.I. Adviser 
Jill Newell. Also Peter Hancock our “volunteer Man 
Friday”  whose help is invaluable.   Our very special 
guest was Fire Station Commander Brian Hawes 
and his wife Julie. The Firefighters at Elmswell have 
been very supportive over the years in different 
ways and we wanted to acknowledge this.  Also 
joining us were many of our past members.  It was 
nice to see them again and revive old memories. 
A surprise visitor called Theodora appeared and 
joined the celebrations.  A beautiful teddy bear 
purchased by Suffolk West Federation to mark their 
Centenary year in 2020. She was named after Lady 
Theodora Hervey from Ickworth House who was 
the first President of Ickworth W.I. and the Suffolk 
West Federation.  She was given a place of honour 
beside our Anniversary Cake.

Maureen paid tribute to the late Jill Reed who 
founded our group in  November 1999  with 8 
members.  We now have 30.   Her guidance and 
wisdom were vital to our survival in the early days 
and she supported us until she knew we could stand 
on our own feet.   A wonderful lady who will be 
sorely missed by everyone.
Our caterers,  Crossways Farm from Kiln Lane 
provided a delicious afternoon tea buffet with just 
about everything you could think of.  Thanks to 
Diane and the Over 55’s the Chamberlayne Hall 
looked magnificent.  We were grateful to her and 
the team.  We benefited from their hard work.   Our 
President Mary Chown cut the cake which had 
been created by Jean Barker.   The table decorations 

were made for us and donated by Stephanie Lester.   
Works of art that were offered as raffle prizes.  We 
were very capably entertained by John Evans and 
friends .  They started the proceedings with our 
anthem Jerusalem.   They continued with music 
throughout the afternoon, interspersed with a 
few seasonal readings and ending with Christmas 

Carols.    We enjoyed singing and everyone joined 
in.    
Lesley then announced the monthly Competition 
winners.   First was Barbara Yeates.  Joint second 
prizes went to Margaret Hitchin, Dot Dixon and 
Jayne Knights.  Joint third were Betty Phillips and 
Mary Chown.  Congratulations to them all.
A very successful and memorable afternoon.   
Here’s to the next twenty !!!

Left: a few of 
our  sp ec ia l 
guests.
We   b e g i n 
2020 with our 
first meeting 

on Wednesday 5th February. (We have a break in 
January)  Our guest speaker will be Kate Osborne 
who will be going “Beachcombing Bonkers”     There 
is a twist in this tale.
Guests are always welcome.  Further details from 
Mary on 245022 or Maureen on 241033.
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TONY FISHER
PLUMBING & PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
• 24hr Emergency Callout
• Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
• Bathroom/shower 

installation
• Tanks/cylinders/radiators
• Tiling floors/walls
• Painting & Decorating
• General DIY jobs
• Garden Maintenance

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743
Reliable & Friendly Service!

M.O.T. DUE
Require a quick reliable service ?

M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.

Tests available for all types of cars 
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.

Local collection service available.

Also repairs and servicing available 
on request.

D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP

GROVE LANE  
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

ELMSWELL

PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

CRJ 
Accountancy
The Tax and Accountancy Service 

for Small Businesses  
and Taxpayers

Self Assessment, Tax Returns, 
Annual Accounts, Book-Keeping, 

Employed, Self-Employed or 
Starting a New Business

For a free initial discussion without 
obligation call

Clive Jenkins 
Tel 01359 230231

www.crjaccountancy.co.uk

P H Peckham 
Plumbing and  
Heating Engineer

28 Eastern Way

Elmswell

Tel. 01359 240958 
Mob. 07802 642884

Email:  
phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com

Gas Safe Register No 214650

• 24 HOUR CALL OUT   

• FREE Estimates

• Corgi Registered  Solid Fuel,  
Oil or Gas

• Bathroom Suites Designed  
and Installed

• Water Softners Fitted   

• Tiling

• Boilers Serviced

214650

Wayne 
Salmon 
Electrical
For all your electrical 
requirements –  
Domestic, commercial and 
industrial.  
All work carried out to a 
high standard.  
Mobile 07843 302798  
Phone: 01359 242145

PAUL SCASE
Home Improvements

Painting
Interior & Exterior

Painting
• Using the best named paints to 

give you a professional finish

• Colour charts provided to give 
you the best choice of colours

Carpentry
• Wardrobes made to your 

design

• Floor to ceiling,  
wall to wall

Excellent Rates
Mobi le :  07745 250440

• General Carpentry & DIY
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL OVER 55’S CLUB
As you will have seen from the December 
Newsletter the Hall had been beautifully decorated 
by a group of the members for the benefit of all the 
users of the Chamberlin Hall we think it looked 
the best ever (may be we will have some more new 
decorations for 2020)
Our Christmas Party on December 7th was by all 
accounts from all present a resounding success with 
a beautiful meal by Amy Cross and a full evenings 
entertainment by Pat James,
Our first meeting is on February 27th at 7.30pm 
with entertainment by Brotherhood.
Best wishes for 2020
Grant (240943)

We have a potted 
tree option too.

Small garden or
renting? 
...No problem.

New parent?

Our Tree for Life scheme offers
new parents living in

Mid Suffolk and Babergh a free
tree to mark the arrival of a

new born or newly adopted child.

For more information and
how to apply, head to:

www.babergh.gov.uk/tree-for-life
www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/tree-for-life

 

Tree for Life

B
a

b
e

r g
h

a n
d

M i d
S u f f o l k D i s t r i c t

C
o

u
n

c
ils

PILATES AT BLACKBOURNE
Pilates was created in the 1920’s as a regime to help physical strength 
and address bodily weaknesses with functional movements.  It is 
about bringing the body into balance making sure that no one set of 
muscles over-dominates.  It is for everyone, regardless of age, fitness 
levels or ability.  It is used by David Beckham and Andy Murray, 
giving the lie to the idea that it is just for the ‘yummy mummies’, 
and it is far from just being an exercise class. 
One of the long-time regulars at Blackbourne is Suzanne’s Pilates 
class.  Suzanne focusses on core strength, spinal mobility and 
flexibility in her small and friendly groups.
Mats and equipment are provided and the 2 current classes run on 
Fridays at 9.30 & 10.30.
Suzanne is on 01449 706161
info@pilateswithsuzanne.co.uk



8

 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 
TOWER FLOODLIGHTING
You are invited to sponsor the floodlighting of 
St. John’s to help with the day-to-day running 
expenses of our parish church.  You can 
choose to commemorate a personal event, an 
anniversary, or any other special occasion. 
Alternatively you can simply make a donation. 
For the winter months the lights will be on 
between 5.30 p.m. and midnight. A night’s 
floodlighting costs £5.   
Please make cheques payable to  “ST. JOHN’S 
CHURCH, ELMSWELL”.
Thank You and a Happy New Year to all.
DECEMBER 2019 SPONSORSHIP NOT 
PREVIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED
13 in honour of Mark Quinton’s 40th Birthday.    
JANUARY  2020  SPONSORSHIPS
1 to remember and thank all those past 

Elmswell Fire-Fighters  who served  their 
village and community so well.

6 remembering  Evelyn Simpson, always in 
our thoughts.  “God Bless”.   

13 in loving memory of my mother Eileen 
Fraser on her Birthday.

15 in memory of Geoffrey Dalton on his 
Birthday.

15 in loving memory of Allison Schofield.    
From husband Michael,  Christopher               
and  Jonathan.    “You will always be missed”.

19  in loving memory of Natasha Smith.
22 in loving memory of Rob Dalby, on his 

Birthday, with love from all the family.
23 in loving memory of Ricky Woolnough’s 

Birthday. 
29 in loving memory of my dear husband  

Dennis Jolly, who passed away 1 year ago 
today. “Loved and missed so very, very 
much.  All my love for ever”.  Sue.  xx.

29 in loving memory of a dear Dad and 
Grandad, Dennis Jolly.   “Always in our 
thoughts. Missed so very much”.  Love from 
Tracey, Sean, Marcus, Freddie & Sparcus the 
dog.  xx.

All bookings and payments please to :-
Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, 
Elmswell  (Tel: 240908)

ST JOHN’S CHURCH
Happy New Year from all at St John’s Church 
Elmswell – a welcoming church for all ages!
Wow! What a wonderful Christmas!  December 
is always an action-packed month at St John’s.  
We started the month with an engaging Family 
Church, followed by a traditional BCP service, 
both focusing on Advent.  Advent is a time of 
waiting for the Lord and is full of hope for what 
he brings.  The countdown to Christmas had 
begun!
The Advent theme continued as we welcomed 
Year 5 and 6 from the primary school to 
“Discover Advent,” which is a creative way of 
reflecting on the original Christmas events 
of 2000 years ago. The children loved moving 
around five areas of the church and engaging 
with some of the main characters and events of 
Christmas.  
The following day it was the turn of Little 
Elms Pre-School to take over St John’s for their 
wonderful nativity, watched over by many proud 
parents, grandparents and carers.  One week 
later, it was great to welcome back Elmswell 
Community Primary School for their Carol 
Celebration. 
In the middle of the month, the church was 
lit splendidly with candles for Carols By 
Candlelight service, an atmospheric occasion, 
as we thought about how Jesus is the light that 
shines in the darkness of this world.
The theme of hope continued as we approached 
Christmas Eve.  Another packed church at Messy 
Nativity, where we heard the story from Eddie 
the Donkey’s point of view.  And then there was 
our more reflective Late Night Communion, 
which saw in Christmas Day.
As we head into a new decade, we will 
continue to support the needs of those nearby 

(e.g. through the Stowmarket foodbank) and 
those far away (e.g. through Mercy Ships and 
TearFund).  We will also continue to make know 
the love of God to all.  Perhaps you feel you need 
to experience his love and compassion or are 
seeking meaning in life. Why not come along 
or get in touch? Encountering Jesus can be life-
changing.
In mid-January our Rector, Peter, is taking a 12 
week sabbatical.  The first 5 weeks will take him 
to the fascinating country of Cambodia.  Watch 
this space for opportunities to hear about what 
he was up to following his return.
There is always lots going on at St John’s and 
everyone is always welcome. Remember this 
is your church – it is for everyone. If you’d 
like to know more or enquire about getting 
married or having your baby christened, please 
get in touch!  Revd Peter Goodridge, 01359 
240512, elmswellrector@gmail.com, www.
stjohnselmswell.org.uk ... and do check us out on 
facebook.
Here are our services for January, 
Sunday 5th January
9:30am  Family Church -  

The 3 Wise Men Visit Jesus
11:00am  BCP Morning Prayer plus Communion
Sunday 12th January
8:00am  Holy Communion 
10:30am  Parish Praise Morning Service
Sunday 19th January
9:30am  Breakfast Church (breakfast from 9am)
11:00am  Holy Communion
Sunday 26th January
10:30am  Holy Communion
3:00pm  Retro Praise (1960s to 80s worship)
Sunday 2nd February
9:30am  Family Church
11:00am  Holy Communion (BCP)



9

 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP
CATHOLIC PARISH OF 
OUR LADY, STOWMARKET
Parish Priest:  
Father Ioan Sandor, The Presbytery, 
29 Lockington Road, Stowmarket, IP14 1BQ 
Tel: 01449 612946  
E-mail: pp@ourladystowmarket.org.uk
MASS TIMES:
Saturday (First Mass of Sunday) – 6PM 
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 9QG
Sundays – 8.30am & 10.15am 
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket IP14 1AW
Holy Days – 10am & 7.30pm 
Our Lady’s Strickland Road Stowmarket
Weekday services in the Parish are advertised 
at the front of Our Lady’s Church, in the weekly 
Newsletter and on the Parish Website –  
www.ourladystowmarket.org.uk 

ELMSWELL  
BAPTIST CHURCH                     
It feels strange to be writing this offering for 
the newsletter in the first half of December, our 
Ladies Friendship Nosh and Natter Evening 
was a huge success when husbands and friends 
were invited to enjoy a buffet supper followed 
by a performance of Christmas Songs by the 
Musicology Choir. On the12th December thirty 

or so friends joined us, for our Food and Friends 
Christmas Lunch followed by singing some of 
the guests’ favourite Christmas Carols, and the 
election never got a mention. 
At the time of writing we are still looking 
forward to Carols on the Green with our friends 
from St Johns and the Norton Salvation Army 
musicians, and of course our annual Carol’s by 
Candlelight Service and of course the birth of 
the Baby Jesus.     
I trust that all our readers had an enjoyable 
Christmas and New Year, our activities for 2020 
begin with:-
Monday 6th January Ladies Friendship Group 
meet at the Church at 7.45pm for their 
first meeting of 2020 which is described as 
Jenny’s surprise evening, contact Margaret on 
01359241323 if you would like to join our ladies
Thursday 9th January is our Food and Friends 
Lunch at 12 noon aimed at our more senior 
residents please contact Jackie on 01359 245918 
if you would like to join us.
The Food and Friends lunches were started 
several years ago in conjunction with Help 
the Aged as was to offer a hot meal once a 
month to the senior citizens of our village, we 
cater for around 30 guests some coming from 
surrounding villages to be with us we do not 
expect any diners to be regulars at our Sunday 
Services all are welcome.
Our 10.30 Sunday Services in January will be led 

by:-
January 5th  Stephen Spurgeon  
 – inc. Communion
January 12th  Stephen Spurgeon 
 “Sunday Morning Together”
January 19th Rev Barbara Challis
January 26th  Kevin Moore
February 2nd  Stephen Spurgeon
We are a small fellowship in numbers but huge 
in the warmth and friendship we offer to anyone 
who joins us for any of our services or activities 
contact Tony on 01359241541 or go to our 
website www.elmswellbaptist.org.uk for any 
more information you might need.
Thank you for taking the time to read this 
offering.
Happy New Year to you all from all of us at 
Elmswell Baptist Church.
Dave Hollings
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www.clarkesofwalsham.co.uk 

The Street • Walsham-le-Willows • Bury St Edmunds • IP31 3BA    Pannington Hall Lane • Wherstead • Ipswich •  IP9 2AR   

Clarkes of Walsham at Jimmy's Farm Clarkes of Walsham Limited  

Open 7 Days a weekMonday - Friday:  7.30am - 5.15pm   Saturday: 8am - 4pm

BUILDING MATERIALS  

CLICK BUY IN STORECALL

EQUESTRIAN PRODUCTS 

GARDENING PRODUCTS 

01359 259 259

COUNTRY CLOTHING  

FENCING SUPPLIES POWER TOOLS

SHOOTING SUPPLIES

Suppliers & Manufacturers Agricultural, Retail & Building Materials  

ANIMAL FEED

Street Farm Day Nursery 
Award winning day nursery 

Station Road, Elmswell, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 
IP30 9HD 

Tel : 01359240592 / 245999 
www.streetfarmdaynursery.co.uk 

- Childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years (Holiday club for 
5 to 8 year olds) 

 
- Funded hours available  

 
- Open Monday to Friday 7:45am – 6pm (Term time and full time 

spaces available) 
 

- Extra – curricular activities including Yoga, Spanish, Makaton, 
Forest Schools and educational visits  

 
- Highly qualified team 

 
- Onsite cook 

“Encouraging young minds to reach their full potential” 
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ELMSWELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Hello Elmswell, 

Happy new year. I hope you all had a good 
Christamas/Yule.   

This January Suffolk Libraries are dedicating a 
month to wellbeing, calling it Jumpstart January. 
As part of this we are having a Cuppa and Chat 
drop in with Suffolk Wellbeing 2pm - 4pm on 
Tuesday 21st January. These drop in is for you 
to come in and chat about anything to do with 
wellbeing with Wellbeing Suffolk’s community 
advisors over a free tea or coffee.  

If you fancy something a bit stronger than a cup 
of tea, we are now selling tickets for Elmswell 
Library Friends’ next wine evening on Friday 
28th February. This one will be an opportunity 
to taste South American wines with local expert 
Bob Stopp. Tickets cost £12.50.  

As it is a new year, I thought I would bring 
together some of the books that won awards and 
prizes in 2019. January’s book display includes 
winners of International Man Booker Prize, 
Women’s Prize for Fiction, Windham Campbell 
Prize, British Book Awards, Saltair Literary 
Awards, The Society of Autors, International 
Dylan Thomas Prize, Forward Prizes for Poetry 
and Crime Writers Association Daggers Awards.  

We also have the new dates for the Keep in 
Touch Community Café which is held at the 
Fox. Wednesday 15th January, Wednesday 19th 
February, Wednesday 18th March, Wednesday 
22nd April, Wednesday 20th May, Wednesday 
17th June and Wednesday 15th July.  

We hope to see you soon,  

Miles  

What’s on at Elmswell Library?  
Suffolk Libraries offer a wide range of books, 
audiobooks, DVDs, internet access, printing and 
various eLibrary services. We also have a range 
of regular community events. We’d love to see 
you - please pop in and take a good book home.  

Baby Bounce  
We are in the process of getting a volunteer in 
place for Baby Bounce so watch this space. If 
you would like us to get in touch with you when 
Baby Bounce session start pop in and let us 
know.  

The Keep in Touch Community Café   
Wednesday 15th January 10.30am at the Fox  

Lego Club  
11.00am - 12.00 noon every Sunday  

Adult Colouring  
6.00pm - 7.00pm every Tuesday

Cuppa and Chat 
Drop In  

Tuesday 21st 
January 2pm – 
4pm

South American 
Wines Evening  

Friday 28th 
February 7.30pm 

Opening Hours 
Day  Hours 

Monday  Closed 

Tuesday  1000 – 1300, 1400 – 1900 

Wednesday                         1400 – 1700 

Thursday  1000 – 1300, 1400 – 1900 

Friday                         1400 – 1700 

Saturday  1000 – 1300 

Sunday  1000 – 1500 

Tel: 01359 240974

 AROUND & ABOUT

CITIZENS ADVICE
I bought my mum a present from an online store. I paid extra for next day delivery but it hasn’t arrived. I tried to contact the delivery company 
but wasn’t able to speak with anyone. The online store has said my parcel is with the delivery company and should arrive soon.  If it doesn’t 
arrive soon, it won’t be ready to send to Spain in time for her birthday. What can I do? 
You paid for next day delivery so your goods should be delivered on the agreed date. 
Because you bought something from a business to be delivered to you, it’s the seller’s responsibility to make sure the item is delivered.
As the seller used a courier, they should chase the courier to find out what’s happened to your order - it’s not your responsibility.
If you want the item:
Under the Consumer Rights Act, you can ask the seller to deliver the item again if the item wasn’t delivered by the agreed date.
Other steps to take if you want the item could be:

●	 Cancel your original order and reorder it again from the same or a new online store
●	 Check if a local store stocks the item(s)
●	 Keep trying to contact the delivery company via tracking tools/phone/email

If you want to cancel your order:
You can cancel and ask for your money back because you haven’t received your goods on the agreed date. Tell the seller that what 
has happened to your order is “a breach of contract under the Consumer Rights Act 2015” - as the delivery date was essential and 
they didn’t meet it.
You can find useful template letters and your rights on the Citizens Advice website. 
Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including debt, housing, benefits and family law.   
You can contact them on 01449 676060 or go to the Advice Centre on 5 Milton Road South, Stowmarket.   
For more information and our opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk.

‘On line Order Problems?’

Mid Suffolk
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 JU-JUTSU AT BLACKBOURNE

Students from the Ryoi Shintowa Ryu Ju Jutsu 
club based at the Blackbourne in Elmswell have 
recently returned from an international training 
seminar in Germany.
 The students pictured here took part in 
gradings from 9th to 2nd Kyu (brown belt) 
and were all awarded their next grade by a 
panel of international instructors. They were 
highly praised for their spirited and precise 
demonstrations.
Ju Jutsu is the Japanese fighting art of the 
infamous Samurai which includes hand to 
hand fighting and restraining techniques along 
with throwing and grappling skills as well as 
traditional weapons like sword (katana) and Bo 
(6ft Staff)
Self defence is the core principle of the art 
and training is only practiced in pairs with 
one person defending and the other attacking 
using a variety of punches, kicks and grabbing 
techniques.
Aikido, Judo, Karate and modern systems like 
Brazilian Juijitsu and Krav Maga can all trace 
their roots back to this original art.

Anyone interested in learning
Ju Jutsu, classes are on Monday and 

Wednesday evenings 7pm-9pm at the 
Blackbourne Community Centre in 

Elmswell.
For further details contact Gary on 

07711680262

THANK YOU
We would like to thank Donna and Helen for setting up a just giving page and to all the 
generous people who contributed. Thanks also to the over 55`s club, the Companions club, the 
Art club, and the Carpet bowls club who also made generous donations.

Brian is progressing well and is now halfway through his chemotherapy and as most of you 
know continues with his charity work.

Once again thank you all for your generosity and get well cards. We wish you all a happy, 
healthy and peaceful new year.

Regards, Julie & Brian Hawes
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB
 

                                                     Professional painting and decorating group 
Residential & Commercial 

Specialises in new build spraying 
Traditional painters for any job big or small 

Call for a free quote 
Mobile- 07814240840 
Office- 01379 741515 

Email- wjcpainters@outlook.com 
Website- www.wjcpainters.co.uk 

 

 

 
                                                     Professional painting and decorating group 

Residential & Commercial 
Specialises in new build spraying 

Traditional painters for any job big or small 
Call for a free quote 

Mobile- 07814240840 
Office- 01379 741515 

Email- wjcpainters@outlook.com 
Website- www.wjcpainters.co.uk 

 

 

printdesign graphics signs

PLEASE NOTE:  All designs, artwork and work supplied remain the PROPERTY & © COPYRIGHT of Coastline Graphics until full payment has been made of the relevant invoice.

CLIENT

ITEM

Please check the following:
• All Spelling of all text is correct
• Vehicle model and year are correct
• Size, Orientation & positioning of text/graphics
• Abnormalities in the logo appearance

CLIENTCLIENT

ITEMITEM

Please check the following:
• All Spelling of all text is correct
• Vehicle model and year are correct
• Size, Orientation & positioning of text/graphics
• Abnormalities in the logo appearance• Abnormalities in the logo appearance

Tel: 01284 717760 • Fax: 01284 717761 • www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk
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........................... .....................

Signs

PROCESS Uv Printed

JOB No. 50164

STYLE. 1 ......REV. 1

DATE 29.10.18 DESIGNER Chris

APPROVED BYThe White Horse Inn

THE
WHITE

HORSE INN

THE
WHITE

HORSE INN

765mm x 1070mm

Managers Write Up – First Team
The 1st team ended November with another very 
comfortable win against wortham, a game in which we 
completely dominated for 85  minutes saw us leave with a 
well deserved 9-2 victory. Goal scorers for elm; Ash Reilly 
x4, Ryan mannell x2, Matt Lucas x1, Ryan Jolly x1 and Josh 
Curtis x1
Our first game of December and we travelled away to 
Gainsborough to face hope church. We were light at the 
back this game with 2 new faces coming into our back 3 of  
Ash farmer and Chris Couves these lads stepped up and 
helped us keep a clean sheet and win 5-0 after a rather 
shaky start to the game. Goal scorers for elm; Josh Curtis 
x1, Ryan Jolly x1, Ryan Mannell x1, Warren Taylor-Holt x1 
and Matt Last x1
Our last game of the year was to face local lads bardwell 
sports in the Suffolk primary cup. This is the second time 
we have faced bardwell this season so we knew we would 
be in for a battle all the way through the 90 minutes, and 
that’s exactly how the game played out on a windy wet 
day with 1 red card and plenty of fouls and challenges 
being put in. Only 1 goal separated us on the day 2-1 to 
elmswell goals scorers; Josh Curtis x1 and our top goal 
scorer Ryan mannell with the winner. We  March on into 
the last 16 were we face top of league C halesworth on 
the 11/01/20 
Our first game of the new year is at home to ipswich exiles 
on the 4th. The lads would love to see some new faces up 
there to show support to their local side #uptheelm

Will Crocker
Manager

07814 240840
wjcpainters@hotmail.co.uk

Jed Hughes
Manager

07854 244177

RESULTS
26/10 EFC 1st 1 v  3 IPS EXILES 

2/11   EFC Res 0  v  4 WALSHAM A

9/11   EFC 1st 4  v   1 WITNESHAM

16/11  CLAYDON A 2  v  0 EFC res 

23/11  HAWTHORN 1  v  13 EFC 1st

30/11  WORTHAM 2  v  9 EFC 1st

7/12     WALSHAM A 11 v  0 EFC Res 

BADWELL ASH 
SUFFOLK

Proud to sponsor

Elmswell FC
First Team
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

Managers Write Up – Reserves
The frustrations continued for the reserve side in 
December. Despite having a full schedule planned for the 
month earlier in the season, an inundation of cup ties 
and fixture clashes saw us left with only two games in 
the run up to Christmas. The first, a home league tie with 
Ufford Reserves was looking like the game to kick-start 
our season and a surge up the table. Our excitement was 
short lived however, Ufford proving unable to field a team 
and pulling out less than an hour before kick-off. Our one 
and only fixture left in the seven week stretch between 
the 16th November and the start of fixtures in the new 
year, was away at Walsham Le Willows ‘A’ in the Divisional 
Cup. An unfortunate mix of injuries and holidays left us 
severely undermanned, the bench comprising just one 
player with any previous minutes this season. Heading 
away to one of our closest and strongest rivals is tough 
enough even with a fully fit and match ready squad, the 
combination of absences and lack of games proving to be 
our downfall as we conceded within minutes of the start. 
The afternoon didn’t get much better, a highly dubious 
second half penalty our only real cause for complaint 
as we succumbed to our heaviest defeat of the season, 
Walsham running out 11-0 winners as more injuries 
piled up for the reserves. Our season resumes after a 
lengthy Christmas break with an away trip in the league to 
Halesworth Town Reserves on the 4th of January, where 
we will look to get our league season back in gear and 
start catching up the five games in hand we have over 
some of our rivals.

 Chris Edmonds
Manager

07398 251908
edddd101@gmail.com

Richard Adlington
Assistant Manager

07875 590501
rich.elmswellfc@gmail.com

FIXTURES
4/1.  EFC 1st v IPS EXILES

4/1.  HALESWORTH RES V EFC res

11/1  MELTON V EFC 1st

11/1.  EFC Res v SAXMDM Res

18/1.  NEEDHAM A V EFC res

25/1.  EFC 1st v WHITTON

25/1.  WALSHAM A v EFC res

1/2.     EFC 1st v STAGE 

EFC MATCHBALL 
SPONSORS

Elmswell’s award winning nursery

RUMBLES FISH BAR

TO SPONSOR EFC…call Shaun
07494 864231

 



 LOOKING FORWARD
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In 1894, Marie Curie took a break from discovering radium to suggest,  
“One never notices what has been done;  one can only see what remains to be done.”

Our pictures act as a serving suggestion as to what 2020 might hold for Elmswell:

1   Alan & Linda Wells provide the refreshment to start the community year off half-way round the New Year’s Day walk.

2 Will St John’s become a traffic island as the Planners find more and more clever ways to allow the overloading of the key road 
junction at School Road / Church Road?

3 Will the football teams need snorkels  and join the seagulls on the pitches at Blackbourne, or will the rain stop?

4 Will Blackbourne continue to expand and improve – here Andrew Clarke fits the latest innovation, the new overhead projector in 
the Chamberlayne Hall, soon to be extended and improved.

5 Will the Wesley Project prove to be as successful as Blackbourne?  Here, working towards a May opening we see steel girders being 
lowered into place...

6 ...and the walls are up...

7 ...whilst the chapel is having a serious makeover...

8 and just one of the possibilities which will emerge if the community succeeds in buying the Greene King site next door – a shared 
garden space with direct access from the Wesley.
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All aspects of tree 
surgery, landscaping 

and fencing 
undertaken 

 
 

 
 
 

Visit our website for information about our company and the work we do 

www.wjarvistreeservices.co.uk 

C 
 all for a free estimate & advice T: 01359 241958 M: 07891208710 M: 07850046504

 E: office@waynejarvisandson.co.uk 

Fully insured, 24hr 
call out, council 

approved contractor 
and over 35 years in 

the industry 

The Old Police House,
Cooks Road, Elmswell,

Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP30 9DB.

Tel: 0345 271 3245 
 

Clear Financial Services

Want to protect your family or income or 
mortgage and loan?
We are here to advise on the most suitable 
solutions for your budget. 

Mortgages?
For a competitive mortgage, we have advisers to 
assist with that purchase or remortgage.

Confused about your pension?
We would be happy to discuss the options 
available for your retirement planning.

Worried about Savings?
Let our team of nancial advisers help you to get 
the most from your savings and investments.
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We make it 

The value of your investments can go down as well as up, so you could 
get back less than you invested. A pension is a long term investment
Clear Financial Services is an appointed representative of Lighthouse 

Advisory Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 

Clear Financial Services is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Ltd.
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

A pension is a long term investment
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 VILLAGE GREEN

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the Autumn at Lukeswood 

 

As all gardeners know, autumn is a good time to take stock of your plot, to enjoy all the fruits of your 
labours, to assess what’s been successful and what hasn’t worked so well, and to make plans for the next 
growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of the garden 
and to see where improvements can be made. 

 

It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for 
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone – 
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the 
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and 
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.  

 

Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on 
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at 
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new 
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing on dead wood lying around the site. This curious 
fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself 
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!). 

 

 

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD
In last month’s Newsletter we celebrated the 
tenth anniversary of our winning the People’s 
Millions competition and securing the funding 
to buy the land for Lukeswood, our community 
woodland.

And how lucky we were to get four – and later 
six and a half – acres of land to devote to nature! 
Nowadays there is such pressure on land that 
open space for wildlife and people has to jostle 
with all the other land uses competing for 
priority, especially for much-needed housing. In 
that competition it’s very hard indeed to come 
out on top.

All the more reason to make the most of what 
we’ve got. Whilst it would be wonderful to 
get a few more acres – to extend Lukeswood, 
to join up with Kiln Meadow, perhaps? – we 
have to acknowledge that that dream remains 
a distant prospect. We may not have an empty 
field or two to play with, but that doesn’t mean 
we have to give up on the idea of rewilding. 
There are all sorts of odd corners and pockets of 
land where we can dig, sow, plant and – above 
all – encourage nature to thrive. That’s the idea 
behind the ElmsWild Flowers project that we 
started last year and the Scattered Orchard 
which we’ll be working on in 2020. Read Jen’s 
article for more information! The individual 
plots may be small in themselves but together 
they add up to a lot – a big win for wildlife and 
a wonderful opportunity to bring people closer 
to nature. 

And nature does have an extraordinary knack 
of creeping in where you least expect it – often 
without any intervention from us. Given 
half a chance, wildlife will find its niche and 
begin to thrive. But you do have to keep your 
eyes open to see it. It’s very easy to walk past 
without noticing what’s right there on your own 
doorstep. Here are a few things you might spot 
this season (but you won’t see them from inside 
your car – you’ll have to get out on foot or bike). 
As well as being wonderful to see, each one has 
its own narrative, it tells us an interesting story.

The first is very seasonal – mistletoe. As you 
walk around the village look up at the trees 
and you may spot these round bundles of 
leaves studded with white berries. Mistletoe is 
traditionally associated with apple trees, but 
as you can see in our own village, they can be 
found on a variety of other trees too, such as 
hawthorn, poplar and lime. It’s a semi-parasite 
that lives off the root sap of its host but without 
harming the tree. The seeds are spread by birds 
which eat the berries and then wipe their beaks 
on the bark. Mistletoe used to be rare in the east 
but is becoming much more common. Natural 
scientists think this is because continental 
blackcaps, which are particularly fond of 
mistletoe, are beginning to overwinter here in 
large numbers. Warming temperatures are also 
a factor. So as well as serving as a convenient 
excuse for kissing at Christmas, our mistletoe is 
also a super food for hungry birds and a warning 
sign of climate change – all in one plant!

The second also requires you to look up – into 
the sky this time. Flocks of starlings, late in the 
afternoon, looking for a roosting site. We’ve 
all seen pictures on television of those huge 
murmurations of starlings making fantastic 
swirling shapes in the sky. But you don’t have to 
go to Minsmere or the Norfolk Broads – you can 
see mini-murmurations on winter evenings here 
in Elmswell. While the flock may be in the tens 
rather than the thousands, they are still a fine 
sight as they swoop about. If you’re really lucky 
you might even spot a sparrowhawk alongside, 
hunting for its supper. The hawk tries to divide 
the flock and pick off an unfortunate straggler, 
but it’s a hard job as the birds stick together 
and move as one – there’s safety in numbers. 
Starlings are declining in numbers in this 
country, but their forces are boosted by migrants 
from the continent at this time of year, so it’s a 
great time to see them at their acrobatic best.

For our third winter wonder, look down at your 
feet. Mild, wet winters often see an extension of 
the fungi season from autumn. Some colourful 
fungi appear almost overnight if the conditions 
are right, and there are lots to see in odd nooks 

and crannies throughout the village. Why do 
they sprout in the places they do? Often it’s 
because hidden under the ground there is still 
some rotting wood, the remains of a tree long 
gone, lost to felling or a winter storm. In this way 
fungi are a marker for the ghosts of trees that 
have disappeared from the landscape, leaving 
only a flush of toadstools to remind of us their 
presence.

These are just some of the winter gems you can 
enjoy on your own doorstep. You can add your 
own!

Happy New Year, and happy winter nature 
spotting from all of us at ElmsWild!

Mary Feeney
info@elmswild.org.uk
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*
Elder House   
Chattisham

Ipswich   
Suffolk  
IP8 3QE

)
01473 652354

0
01473 652788

8
jason@printingforpleasure.co.uk

Specialist magazine  
& newsletter printing

Contact us for a quote for your club or society

Design • Litho & Digital Printing • Mailing

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTATION - 01473 652354

PRINTING FOR PLEASURE

    T.P. Services 
 

 

UPV-c Window & Door 
Repairs 

 

Sealed Units, Hinges, 
Locks, Handles, Letter Boxes 

 
Over 30 years’ 

experience,       free 
quotations 

 

Contact: Tom 
Mob: 07957 098118 

Email: tpservices65@gmail.com  
 

 

 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
& HANDYMAN 

Jon Mumby 
 

Painting & Decorating 
Renovations 

Tiling 
Plastering 

Bathroom refits 
General maintenance 

Patios 
 

07787398983 / 01359760042 
jon@jlmdevelopments.co.uk 
www.jlmdevelopments.co.uk 

 

Garden Warfare Landscapes

Patios - Fencing - Shed Bases - Decking 
Driveways - Maintenance - Turf & Artificial Grass

www.gardenwarfarelandscapes.co.uk
info@gardenwarfarelandscapes.co.uk

01359 760005 - 07780 313330

Local, honest, friendly, reliable family run business offering 
car and light commercial vehicle repairs at competitive prices 
Proud to be members of the Good Garage Scheme, check our feedback @ 

www.goodgaragescheme.com 
NO WORK IS CARRIED OUT WITHOUT FULL CONSENT FROM THE CUSTOMER 

MOT & Service 
(including vehicles still under main 

dealer warranty) 
FROM 

£130 (inc VAT) 
(Subject to oil spec/quantity & filter prices) 

• MOT repairs 
• Diagnostics 

• Brakes 
 

• Courtesy car available 
• Local recoveries 

 

• Tyres supplied & fitted at 
very competitive prices 

(available same day if ordered 
before 12pm) 

• FREE local collection and 
delivery  

• Air con. re-gas from £45 
(plus VAT, R134A system only) 

All MOTs 
£45 

 
Class 4, 5 (minibus) & 7 (up to 

3,5000kg), incl. Free retest 

• Cam belts 
• Exhausts 
• Batteries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINEERS & 
 

Thedwastre Place, Station Hill, Thurston,  IP31 3QU  
www.davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk 
info@davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk 

 

Open 8am-5pm Monday—Friday 
 

Tel: 01359 230536 Mob: 07808508864 
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 VILLAGE GREEN

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD FLOWERS
Happy New Year from the ElmsWild Flowers 
team! After the initial success of the wildflower 
project in 2019, we’re eager to get on with the 
next phase in 2020. Two public mini-meadows 
have already been extended and we’ve got a 
community gardening event coming up very soon 
to extend the third.

When: Saturday 18th January.

When: 10am til about 12:30pm  
(when the Wassail will begin)

Where: Elmswell Maze (on the green alongside 
Church Road, nearly opposite Lukeswood 
entrance).

We’ll be lifting turf to increase the size of the 
current meadow, and removing as much of the 
grass from the bricks of the labyrinth paths as 
possible, so they can be seen and used. If you’ve 
got them, gardening gloves, wellies or sturdy 
boots and tools like forks, spades and edge 
cutters will be really handy. If all you have is your 
enthusiasm, bring that along and we’ll equip you 
with our spare tools. 

Immediately after this gardening event, we’ll be 
holding a village Wassail at Lukeswood. “What’s 
a Wassail?”, I hear you ask… it’s an ancient 
tradition, dating back to the 1700s. The purpose 
of wassailing is to awake the cider apple trees and 
to scare away evil spirits to ensure a good harvest 
of fruit in the Autumn. It’s a tradition which is 
still popular in cider producing areas of the UK, 
like Somerset and Devon.

This Wassail is to celebrate the many native fruit 
trees already growing well in the Lukeswood 
orchard, and to build awareness and momentum 
for the scattered orchard of apple, pear and plum 
trees, which we’ll be beginning to plant in three 
initial locations around the village in the next 
month or so. 

We’re planning a bring and share lunch, with 
hot drinks and soup provided by us, to enjoy 
around the firepit. So pack some noise-making 
equipment (pans, spoons, shakers etc), food to eat 
and share and any extra goodies you’d like to roast 
on the firepit too -  I’m thinking marshmallows, 
bananas in tinfoil…

Wassaile the trees, that they may beare 
You many a Plum and many a Peare: 

For more or lesse fruits they will bring, 
As you do give them Wassailing.
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Qualified Roofing Specialist 
Over 10 Years Experience 
Free Quotations & Advice 

Contact Will on 07912 663 713 
keevilroofing@gmail.com 

KEEVIL 
R O O F I N G 
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Station Road, Elmswell  IP309HD (behind the pharmacy)

Not just a pet food shop...
We also have a large stock of 
pet sundries, wild bird foods, 
poultry feeds and coldwater 
and tropical fish sundries.

Come and 
see our 
range of 
products 

today!

We also stock horse grooming equipment, 
frozen reptile foods, salt tablets for your 

water softeners and dishwashers… 
and much more.

Mon -Fri:             9-4              
Sat: 9-2

             01359 242942

STOWMARKET 
SKIP HIRE

Suppliers of
 2, 4, 6 & 8 Yards Skips

1 Tonne Waste Bags
Hoggin, Topsoil & Hardcore

PROMPT & RELIABLE SERVICE

Weaver House
Finborough Road

Onehouse, Nr Stowmarket

Mobile: (07860) 692733

Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs

on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs

• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3
The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.

Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30

Sat 8:30 - 1:00

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required

• CAMBELT   • HEAD GASKETS
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BJW
PLUMBING & HEATING
YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation

Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling

Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes

Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs

GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549

200169
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OFFICES TO LET X 2
Station Road Ind Est, Elmswell

Approx 200 sq ea
Sound Proofed

High speed Fibre Broadband
£75 a week inc Electric and rates

Tel Alan Wells 01359 244040
Mob 07776 304082
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   CHILDRENS PAGE

This page sponsored by

RAIN   BOOTS      SCARF       COAT       COLD     HAT 

WIND   ICE     GLOVES   WINTER   SNOW 

 
 

How to make a hanging rainbow decoration. 

 

 

 

 

You will need: 

Red, orange, yellow, blue and purple paint 

Paper plate 

Cotton wool balls 

Various coloured ribbons 

Glue 

Method: 

1. Cut a rainbow shape out of a plain white paper plate 

2. Paint equal lines from the top to the bottom of the plate to create a 

rainbow effect using each paint colour 

3. Using your glue attach two rows of cotton wool balls at each end of your 

rainbow to create cloud like effects 

4. Now you need to turn your rainbow around 

5. Attach one piece of ribbon to the top of your rainbow to create a way of 

hanging your craft 

6. Then attach your randomly coloured ribbons to the bottom of the rainbow 

in a line across. This will then give the effect of them hanging from the 

rainbow when it is turned around 

7. Leave your rainbow to dry for at least half an hour before the ribbon and 

cotton wool is dry 

8. Now your rainbow is ready to hang! 
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Winter Word Search

RAIN   BOOTS      SCARF       COAT       COLD     HAT
WIND   ICE     GLOVES   WINTER   SNOW

How to make 
a hanging  
rainbow 

decoration
You will need:
Red, orange, yellow, blue 
and purple paint
Paper plate
Cotton wool balls
Various coloured ribbons
Glue

Method:
1. Cut a rainbow shape out of a plain white paper plate
2. Paint equal lines from the top to the bottom of the plate to create a rainbow effect using each 

paint colour
3. Using your glue attach two rows of cotton wool balls at each end of your rainbow to create cloud 

like effects
4. Now you need to turn your rainbow around
5. Attach one piece of ribbon to the top of your rainbow to create a way of hanging your craft
6. Then attach your randomly coloured ribbons to the bottom of the rainbow in a line across. This 

will then give the effect of them hanging from the rainbow when it is turned around
7. Leave your rainbow to dry for at least half an hour before the ribbon and cotton wool is dry
8. Now your rainbow is ready to hang!
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Full Council is scheduled to meet on the 3rd Monday monthly, excepting August, unless the timetable for responding to consultations on 
Planning applications requires an extraordinary meeting.   The Ordinary December meeting took place on the 16th at The Blackbourne with 7 
councillors present together with 3 member of the public and District Council Ward Member Cllr Helen Geake

This report is compiled from that meeting by the Parish Clerk and edited by the Council’s Editorial Board which comprises the Council 
Chairman, Cllr Fred Pallett, the Council Vice-chairman, Cllr David Barker, and Cllr Mike Friend, nominated by his peers to join them.  It seeks 
to cover some of the more interesting or significant items thought to deserve wider public attention. Included, where appropriate, are matters 
reported to the meetings by external bodies such as Ward Members or as raised at the meeting by members of the public.  Further background 
and reference to subsequent events are included where relevant.

The Minutes of recent Parish Council meetings and Committee meetings, together with the agenda for the next meeting, when published, 
are available on line at elmswell.suffolk.cloud and from the Parish Clerk by arrangement.  Bound copies of older Minutes are lodged with 
the Suffolk County Records Office in Bury St. Edmunds.  The most recent Minutes, from the meeting on 18th November, as approved at this 
meeting, are posted in the community notice board at the Co-op.

Planning result    
The Meeting noted that Planning Application 
ref DC/19/04242 for the erection of a 
dwelling with an annexe, summerhouse and 
external swimming pool had been refused by 
Mid Suffolk District Council in accordance 
with the objections made by Elmswell Parish 
Council and by the Suffolk Preservation 
Society.

Mid Suffolk District Council    
Cllrs Sarah Mansel and Helen Geake tabled 
a joint written report confirming that Mid 
Suffolk District Council offers grants of 
between £1,000 to £5,000 towards adapting 
homes where someone has a disability or 
long term health condition requiring special 
fixtures and fittings.  This scheme is open to 
all homeowners, private tenants and council 
property tenants. For more information 
see the website https://www.midsuffolk.
gov.uk/housing/disabled-adaptations-
grants/ or call 0300 123 4000.  It was also 
noted that, following monitoring of the 
spilt hydrocarbons at the Thedwastre Close 
housing units where a heating oil spillage 
some years ago caused the bungalows there 
to be uninhabitable, contamination is now 
believed to be at a safe level and Mid Suffolk 
are currently working with Suffolk County 
Council on a project to provide some 
supported housing units for a partner client.  
Cllr Mansel undertook to secure details of 
any partnership entered into in securing the 
restoration of the site.

BWMA    
A report was noted from a recent meeting 
of the Blackbourne & Wesley Management 
Association, which manages these 
community facilities on Council’s behalf.  The 
projected turnover for the year is £63,272.00 
which, if it is realised, represents an increase 
over last year, despite the difficulties affecting 
occupancy rates posed by the need to 
accommodate all of the Wesley user groups at 
Blackbourne whilst the Wesley refurbishment 
/ new-build project takes place.  

Neighbourhood Plan    
A Report, included as part of the Clerk’s 
Report to the Meeting, was noted suggesting 
that,  in light of continuing discussion with 
Cllrs Mansel and Pallett as respective Chairs 
of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP)  Group 
and of Council,   it would seem appropriate 
to suggest that the Plan be revisited in 
anticipation of key Planning decisions 
currently in the pipeline, given that many 
issues, away from site specific allocations, 
might well be taken forward in the meantime.  
This might best be effected by a small co-
ordinating group drawn from the NP Group 
membership who would begin, in close 
liaison with MSDC Officers, to pull together 

the accumulated material garnered and 
worked-up over recent years into a coherent 
narrative.  They would have reference to NP 
Group members and to the wider community 
where specific skills and knowledge suggest 
this to be appropriate. 
Cllr Shaw has agreed to take on the crucially 
important role of central co-ordinator.  His 
professional skills and experience in related 
fields and initiatives recommend him well. 
The Report suggested that there is no quick 
fix to this procedure.  Informed best guesses 
suggest that 6 months might take it to the 
point at which a further 6 months are needed 
for formal inspection, referral & Referendum. 

Community Land Trust    
The Clerk’s report addressed the 
understandable, confusion and, in some 
quarters,  suspicion regarding the proposals 
for a Community Land Trust (CLT) in 
Elmswell. It went on to explain that, as 
outlined by Debbie Wildridge from the 
Government backed agency, Locality,  at 
the recent 2 public meetings at which the 
concept was outlined and widely supported, 
the CLT has a membership entirely made up 
of local community individuals who hold 
shares (usually a non-refundable £1).  As 
an organisation of entirely charitable intent, 
ECLT would strive to meet long term needs 
of the Elmswell community by acquiring 
assets, eg building permanently affordable 
housing, providing premises for a Post 
Office / shops / etc.  The first steps taken by 
Council have been towards establishing an 
appropriate legal structure and affiliating to 
the National CLT Network where support 
and advice is freely available.  Once an 
appropriate framework in terms of structure 
and governance has been identified by our 
specialist solicitors a draft constitution 
will form the basis of the establishment of 
the Group proper. The Parish Council will 
then cease to have a primary role in ECLT, 
although continued liaison would seem to be 
a constructive way forward.  ECLT will be an 
autonomous body, controlled by its members 
drawn entirely from the community and with 
day-to-day governance as determined by its 
Management Committee, elected at the AGM 
which will be open to all and at which all 
attending will have an equal vote.  
With regard to the actual setting-up of 
the ECLT, Council is now confirmed as 
an Affiliate Member of the National CLT 
Network which gives access to advice and 
guidance including Model Rules and other 
documentation.  This will help establish a 
firm basis for the creation of the Elmswell 
trust body at which point, as above, EPC 
steps back.  Meanwhile, the specialist 
solicitors, Anthony Collins LLP, are properly 
engaged to prepare a draft Constitution and 

to liaise with relevant registration bodies 
and Debbie Wildridge is appointed to work 
with Council and the solicitors to produce a 
scoping document coupled with an aims and 
ambitions briefing to guide the legal drafting 
process.  Final drafts will be before Council 
before the public consultation begins towards 
establishing a membership and a Committee 
framework drawn from that membership.

Wesley    
The Clerk included, in his Report to the 
Meeting, feedback from the recent monthly 
site Wesley project site meeting which he had 
attended with the Chairman.   All blockwork 
for the new-build facility is finished with 
brickwork to plate level and the steelwork 
all in place presenting the roof structure 
ready for boarding early in the new year.  
The chapel 1st fix electrics are in place with 
the insulation and high level work well on 
the way to be ready for the installation of 
the sound attenuation panels.  A total of 
12 days are logged as lost to the weather, 
although work in the chapel does not stop.  
Any assessment as to how much and when 
the lost time will be made up must wait until 
further into the job.  A Ground Source Heat 
Pump exploratory bore hole is to be drilled 
on 6th January informing the scope of the 
full installation to be drilled and fitted before 
the end of the month.  The site closes on 20th 
December until 6th January.  There are no 
causes for concern and, as the shape emerges, 
anticipation of a very striking result. Thanks 
were extended to Colin Gould of Colin 
Gould Bodyworks for providing transport 
for the substantial Victorian timber beams 
rescued from the demolition of the internal 
dividing wall in the chapel.  They now sit at 
Blackbourne to be, eventually,  re-fashioned 
and assembled on the Wesley site as seating.  

Extension at Blackbourne    
With regard to the extension and 
improvements to the Chamberlayne Hall 
at Blackbourne,  the Clerk, together with 
Cllr Pallett and Peter Hancock, the Village 
Warden whose previous professional 
experience as a Quantity Surveyor is proving 
to be valuable, has met with the Architect 
who drew up the plans for the successful 
Planning application.  These plans are 
being worked-up for issue on application 
in response to Expressions of Interest 
from contractors.  Various small matters 
are in discussion including with an M&E 
Contractor who will specify the all-important 
improved ventilation system.  

Greene King site    
The Clerk confirmed that Council has 
secured Borrowing Approval from the 
Ministry of Housing & Local Government 
for a loan of up to £805,000.00 towards the 
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 ELMSWELL PARISH COUNCIL January Report

Future Council Meetings
Notice of all meetings and agendas is posted on 
the Council’s notice board at Crown Mill and in 
the community notice board at the Co-op. 

Jan  
20th

Feb
17th

Mar
16th

Apr 
20th

May 
18th

Meetings are held at Blackbourne,  
beginning at 7.30 unless  

otherwise notified

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the Clerk, 
Peter Dow, at The Council Office, Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, 
IP30 9UH – right next to the car park and with wheelchair access.  
Staffed Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4pm, Tuesday 
& Thursday 9.00am – 12 noon and at other times by 
arrangement.
clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk  Tel. 244134

purchase of, ‘the 0.5 Hectare at the centre 
of Elmswell’, being the Greene King site at 
School Road.  This opens the door to the 
application to the Government’s Public 
Works Loan Board for the money which will 
be made once a time-scale  for Exchange 
of Contracts is determined.  Meanwhile, 
Council’s solicitors are negotiating the 
Contract with the other side, as advised by 
the Clerk, Chairman, Vice chairman, towards 
ratification by Council in the near future.

Audits   
Councillors agreed the text of a pro forma 
document which will guide an internal 
review  of any and all of the accounts and 
documentation held in the Council office to 
be carried out in January by the Chairman, 
Vice chairman and Cllr Sue Roots.  The 
ensuing report on their findings will come 
back to Council and then be passed to Heelis 
& Lodge who are appointed to provide an 
independent Internal Audit at the end of 
the financial year.  In turn, their report will 
form part of the formal submission to the 
Government appointed External Auditors, 
PKF Littlejohn LLB., whose findings are 
published and retained on the Council’s 
website.

Grant    
Councillors noted that the Over 55’s 
Club had undertaken a recent 3 month 
stewardship of the community recycling 
centre at Station Road and had also, to great 
effect, decorated the Chamberlayne Hall at 
Blackbourne for Christmas events to be held 
there.  It was agreed that a grant of £200.00 be 
paid towards the Club’s funds in recognition 
of their public-spirited activities.

Railway crossing / road closures    
The Clerk detailed efforts to try to secure 
reliable information related to the proposed 
closure of Station Road at the railway 
crossing over the weekend of 7th / 8th 
December.  From the earliest enquiry on 
4th November the scenarios had ranged 
from full road closure, partial road closure, 
traffic light controls and staff controlled gate 
management.  In the event, the road was not 
closed at all, other than for the passage of 
line-maintenance trains.  All other rail traffic 
was stopped so that, rather than the potential 
disruption and inconvenience anticipated, 
traffic flowed much more freely than usual.  
The situation had caused some concern 
for those, particularly the elderly residents 
planning trips across the line and the Clerk 
undertook to pursue a meeting with the 
agencies concerned to try to  avoid any repeat 
over the next anticipated closure on 8th & 9th 
February.

Next Meeting    
The next Ordinary Meeting is scheduled 
to take place on Monday 20th January 
2020 at 7.30pm in the Chamberlayne Hall 
at Blackbourne.  The public are, as ever, 
welcome to attend all Council and Council 
Committee meetings and the agenda will 
always offer opportunities for questions 
and comment.  Agendas are published on 
line at  www.elmswell.suffolk.cloud, on the 
Council’s notice board at Crown Mill and in 
the community notice board at the Co-op 
outside the Post Office.

FOOTPATH WALK 
Our next walk starts, as usual, from Crown Mill, on 

19th January
beginning at 11.00 am  
from the village sign

Open to all comers & led by Footpath Officer 
Dick Burch

A couple of hours gentle walking on the 
footpaths in and around Elmswell

Dogs on leads welcome  
–  stout shoes recommended

David Barker 
Linden Croft 
Hawk End Lane
ELMSWELL    
IP30 9ED 
Vice chairman

01359  241135  
david@linden-croft.co.uk

Dick Burch 
14 Wetherden 
Road
ELMSWELL    
IP30 9DF

01359 240105  
clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

Peter Edmonds
Little Acre
Ashfield Road
ELMSWELL     
IP30 9HJ

01359 241640
07860 395720 
edmondspeterj@gmail.com

Mike Friend 
22 Mill Gardens 
ELMSWELL  
IP30 9DQ

01359 241699  
mike.friend@easidoor.co.uk

David Hawes
Dunelm
Cooks Road
ELMSWELL      
IP30 9BX

01359 240249  
davidandanna70@yahoo.co.uk

Sarah Mansel 
Ashcroft House 
Ashfield Road  
ELMSWELL    
IP30 9HJ

07860 829517  
sarah.mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Derek Osborne 
30 Gardeners 
Walk 
ELMSWELL      
IP30 9ET

01359 242750  
djosborne@btinternet.com

Fred Pallett 
Maple House
Warren lane
ELMSWELL      
IP30 9 DT 
Chairman

01359 244144 
07771 962441  
fjp@oilgasassociates.com

Sue Roots 
7 Warren Close 
ELMSWELL       
IP30 9DS

01359 240164  
sue2955@hotmail.co.uk

Mike Schofield
Minerva
Fairmead
ELMSWELL   
IP30 9HT 

01359 241430 
mhaksch@gmail.com

Philip Shaw 
East View 
Ashfield Road
ELMSWELL   
IP30 9HG

01359 241192 
philipjshaw@btinternet.com
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What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.

For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at  
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.

January 2020 
5 BINGO at Blackbourne  

Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30 
8 7.45pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 

Baptist Church - another of Jenny’s Surprise 
Evenings 

9 Food n Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday 

9 Elmswell History Groupmeeting, Chamberlayne 
Hall, Blackbourne -  7.30pm. Speaker  Keely 
Taylor: “How to Build your Family Tree”    

10 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

14 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm  
Kirsten Ryland,  Bees     

24 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

26 BINGO at Blackbourne  
Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30

February 2020 
5 Elmswell Exchange WI - Beachcombing Bonkers 

- Kate Osborne Comp: Anything found on a 
beach. 

7 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

11 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm  
Linda Shodbolt,  Baby feeding through the ages 

13 Food n Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday 

13 Elmswell History Groupmeeting, Chamberlayne 
Hall, The Blackbourne -  7.30pm.                                 
Speaker  Terry O’Donoghue: “Bury’s Guildhall”

18 Elmswell Gardening Club meet at  
The Blackbourne 7.30pm Speaker: Luci Skinner 
from Woottens of Wenhaston – ‘Auriculas’

18 Elmswell Exchange Social Club  
Beetle Drive + Raffle

21 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

23 BINGO at Blackbourne  
Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30 

28 “ELF Wine Tasting of South American wines. 
Commencing at 7:30pm Tickets £12.50 each 
from the Library”.

March 2020 
4 Elmswell Exchange WI - The Mysteries of Easter 

Island - Chris Parfitt Comp:  A quirky or unusual 
item

6 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

10 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm  
Mike Smith, Stowmarket Food Bank 

12 Food n Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday 

12 Elmswell History Groupmeeting, Chamberlayne 
Hall, The Blackbourne -  7.30pm.  Speaker 
Frances Hart: “British Canals and Waterways”

17 Elmswell Gardening Club meet at The Blackbourne 
7.30pm. Speaker: Chris Reeve Head Gardener - 
‘A Gardener’s Year at Helmingham’ Hall

17 Elmswell Exchange Social Club Speaker Mr. 
Parfitt Cornwall + Raffle

20 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

30 BINGO at Blackbourne  
Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30

April 2020 
1 Elmswell Exchange WI - An Afternoon with The 

Dance Comp:  Any Dance related item 
3 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  

10.15am – 12 noon
9 Food n Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 

midday 
9 Elmswell History Group’s 20th Anniversary 

meeting, Chamberlayne Hall, The Blackbourne 
-   7.30pm.  Speaker  Claire Gapper:  “Decorative 
Plasterwork in Elizabethan & Jacobean Suffolk”

14 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm  
David McDonnell, Romans in Suffolk

17 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

21 Elmswell Gardening Club meet at The Blackbourne 
7.30pm. Speaker: Jim Paine from Walnut Tree 
Garden Nursery – ‘The Secret Life of Plants’

21 Elmswell Exchange Social Club  
Speaker Mr. Leader Portugal + Raffle

27 BINGO at Blackbourne  
Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30 

May 2020 
1 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  

10.15am – 12 noon
6 Elmswell Exchange WI - AGM and Resolutions 

Meeting Comp: A landscape photograph
12 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm 

Annual General Meeting 
14 Elmswell History Groupmeeting, Chamberlayne 

Hall, The Blackbourne -  7.30pm. Speaker  
Jacquie Norman: “Tudor Costume in the time of 
Henry VIII”  *July tickets on sale*

15 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

19 Elmswell Exchange Social Club Outing
19 Elmswell Gardening Club meet at The Blackbourne 

7.30pm Speaker: Chris Dale - ‘Sweet Peas’ 
25 BINGO at Blackbourne  

Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30
29 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  

10.15am – 12 noon  

June 2020 
3 Elmswell Exchange WI - Edith Cavell -  

A British Heroine - Richard Mann  
Comp:  Any memorabilia from World War 1

9 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm  
Judith Muncila, A look at the lighter side of life 

11 Elmswell History Group meeting, Chamberlayne 
Hall, The Blackbourne - 7pm  A.G.M.,   the 
Speaker  Anthony Cobbold:  “The Cobbold 
Family”   *July tickets on sale*       

12 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

16 Elmswell Gardening Club meet at The 
Blackbourne 7.30pm Speaker: Dr Ian Bedford – 
‘The trouble without wasps’   

16 Elmswell Exchange Social Club  
Talk Our Special Friends + Raffle    

26 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon  

29 BINGO at Blackbourne  
Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30                            

July 2020 
1 Elmswell Exchange WI - The Work of a Parish 

Nurse - Lesley Williams Comp:  A single flower 
in a container of your  choice 

9 Elmswell History Group–  6.45pm.                                    
Annual Outing - Mildenhall’s Warren Lodge  
Details and Tickets from 01359-242601 

10 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon   

14 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm 
Summer outing

21 Elmswell Exchange Social Club  
A.G.M. + Strawberry Tea

21 Summer activity TBC   
24 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  

10.15am – 12 noon 
27 BINGO at Blackbourne  

Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30

August 2020 
5 Elmswell Exchange WI - Members Meeting -  

Create a Bookmark with Jayne   
Comp:  The best three on the day 

7 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  
10.15am – 12 noon

11 Elmswell WI at The Blackbourne at 7.30pm 
Social evening

18 Elmswell Exchange Social Club Corncraft
21 “Companions” meet at The Wesley Hall  

10.15am – 12 noon
31 BINGO at Blackbourne  

Doors open 6.45…Eyes Down 7.30 

For the next 6 months we need copy by:  January 28th, February 25th, March 24th, April 21st, May 26th

Contact us on our new ‘phone number is 0759 389 3602 for all Amenities Association business, Newsletter and adverts.  

Our new email address is EAA@elmswell.org.uk Your editors: Jean Barker, Maggie Bushell, Peter Dow
Published on the first Friday  of every month by the Elmswell Amenities Association
Reg. Charity No. 304879. 1,832 copies delivered free to households and to businesses in the community. A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by advertising.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS



 A  VILLAGE INDEX
Useful contacts for community groups & others…feedback is essential.  
Do be in touch to correct or add details or to suggest someone else deserving of listing.

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office, 
Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH – right next to the car park and with wheelchair access.  
Staffed Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4pm, Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am – 12 noon and at other 

times by arrangement. clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk   Tel. 244134
IF YOU ARE NOT HAPPY THAT YOUR DETAILS APPEAR HERE,  

PLEASE DO BE IN TOUCH VIA eaa @elmswell.org.uk

Amenities Association Jean Barker (Sec) eaa@elmswell.org.uk 241135
Art Club John Welford welford955@btinternet.com 240166
Baby & Toddler Group Donna Hughes elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com
Baptists Dave Hollings davehollings@btinternet.com 241323
Beavers Ruth Court ruthcourt4@hotmail.co.uk
BWMA Peter Edmonds (Sec) edmondspeterj@gmail.com 241640
BATS – Badminton at Blackbourne Peter Edmonds edmondspeterj@gmail.com 241640
Brownies Gemma Sutton elmswellbrownies@hotmail.com
CAB advice@midsuffolkcab.org.uk 01449 676060
Carpet Bowls Club Frank Boxall jf.boxall@btinternet.com
Christians Together in Elmswell Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com
Community Speed Watch Marie Spampanato mariespamanato@hotmail.co.uk 07769 715209
Companions Linda Waspe linda@labbott.plus.com
County Councillor Cllr Jane Storey Jane.Storey@ suffolk.gov.uk 240555
Cricket Club Eileen Brooks (Sec.) elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com
Cubs Ben Savill hovells23@hotmail.co.uk
District Councillor Sarah Mansell Sarah.Mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk 07860 829517
District Councillor Helen Geake Helen.geake@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Elmswheelians Trevor Sadler trevor.sadler@dsl.pipex.com 240908
Elmswild Mary Feeney info@elmswild.org.uk 241901
Exchange afternoon WI Maureen Davis modavis6@gmail.com
Exchange Club Carol Blissett carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk
Fire Crew;  non-emergencies Brian Hawes brian.hawes@suffolk.gov.uk 07761 125093
First Responders Merv merv.smith@tiscali.co.uk 07909 006 496
Football Shaun Pratt shaun.pratt@btinternet.com 07494 864 231
Fox Bowls Team bowls at Blackbourne Dick Burch ann.richards47@gmail.com 240105
Friends of Elmswell School
Friends of St Johns Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com 242099
Gardening Club Nick Chamberlin npch@btinternet.com 242601
Guides Sue Howard sueguides2011@talktalk.net
Health Centre - Woolpit 240298
History Group Stella Chamberlin stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk
Library Miles Row - Manager Elmswell.Library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 240974
Little Elms Melanie Garner info@littleelms.co.uk 240491
Newsletter Editorial office eaa@elmswell.org.uk 244134
Oil buying Group elmswelloil@gmail.com 07813829008
Over 55’s Club Diann Armstrong Mayfield,  Wetherden Road 241002
Parish Council Parish Clerk clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134
Police Emergencies 999
Police; non-emergencies Mid Suffolk South SNT headquarters@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 101
Poor’s Land Charity David Hawes davidandanna@yahoo.co.uk 240249
Power cuts Powwercut105.com 105
School Mrs Ash admin@elmswell.suffolk.sch.uk 240261
Scouts Ben Savill hovells23@hotmail.co.uk
St John’s Church Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com 242099
Sewing Bee Isabel Burgess isabel.burgess@live.com
Village Tree Warden John Ibbetson jayeye130@gmail.com 241086
WI - evening Margaret Stevens stevensmarg@tiscali.co.uk 408452
Youth Football Chris Smyth smyth98@hotmail.com 07717 841 591

Last update 09.12.2019
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