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 EDITORIAL
Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate.  If you wish to comment, 
please do so via the office or by email at; eaa.elmswell.org.uk  We reserve the right to edit 
any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

It will come as little surprise to our reader that Elmswell does not 
share the housing problems of some similar villages in Cornwall 
or of those much closer to home in Aldeburgh and Southwold.  
As summer reluctantly creeps upon us, a population emerges in 
certain such benighted places, like the locusts that hatch by the 
million every 17 years in some American states, to engulf the host 
community with little regard for the invaded indigenous population.  
These are Second Homers.  
They swoop in droves of enormous gleaming vehicles demanding the road space of a small bus 
and commensurate parking facilities.  They bring exotic on-trend deli foods, wines to match and all 
of life’s necessities from scented candles to multi-quilted ecologically impeccable toilet roll just in 
case the quaint local shops fail them.  Most significantly, they buy up all the houses.  
They, quite rightly, argue that their outings 
to the pub / restaurant / petting zoo et al 
provide much needed employment and 
millions of pounds into the local economy.  
They pose the difficult question of the 
alternative…if the houses they occupy were 
available for local people, where would the 
local people work?  Cornish tin mining is 
relegated to theme park status providing 6 
months of seasonal work in the ‘hospitality’ 
trades of cleaning and catering.  Fishing and 
its vast support infrastructure is no longer 
structured as a family business to be passed 
down the generations.  Even the high-flown 
Government ideals of ‘levelling up’ do 
not seek to bring equity to these holiday 
hotspot communities which are hollowed 
out and become, effectively, bit-players in 
the seasonal leisure industry.  

And, careful what you wish for, we have 
recently seen a dramatic drop in the, ‘I can 
so I will’, holiday flights which were doing 
so much to hold back the virtuous goals of 
lowering  climatically ruinous  emissions.  
Which means that the rather awkwardly 
coined, ‘staycation’, is with us.  Same 
crowded island.  Same number of holiday 
cottages.  Far more people.  Higher prices.  
£900,000 the average cost of a Cornish 
fisherman’s cottage in some hot spots, 
Aldeburgh just 3 places down the second 
home shopping wish-list at £600,000+.

What a relief, then, to live in good old 
Elmswell.  Just an hour and a bit from 
Aldeburgh boutiques or the designer 
emporiums of Southwold, although do go 
early if you want to park.   Good old Elmswell 
with so little to recommend it.  Little, that 
is, apart from the best Co-op in the region.  
And then there is the back-up of Thiva’s 
freshly stocked Mace shop where he’s very 
soon found his feet and remains open all 

hours  whilst Dee battles with bureaucracy 
to maintain personal service in a real Post 
Office.  Together with hair and beauty salons 
(3) pubs (2) churches (2) Libraries (1) and 
multiple opportunities to  have any and all 
aspects of car repair and maintenance in 
excellent hands – same goes for pets and 
for people needing pills or any other of 
the myriad supplies and services offered at 
the pharmacy.  Our primary school and 2 
nurseries thrive amongst plaudits, as also 
accorded to our takeaway and chippie - and 
if a bus every hour is not good enough there’s 
a train link to everywhere with a travel agent 
on hand to take you anywhere. 

Beyond the immediate, the need to provide 
our community links does seem to be keeping 
pace with the mushrooming population.  Your 
Newsletter’s humble pages this month carry 
Annual Reports across the formal structures of 
governance that quietly control and steer our 
lives at a level that Westminster barely seems 
to acknowledge.  Here we read that even 
the stifling one-party control which has our 
county in a decade-long iron grip is  being 
ever-so-slowly loosened and that it looks 
possible that we may, at last, have moved 
gently closer to having a better chance to 
speak common sense on to power.  Our 
voices may be the more effectively heard as 
a consequence.

These same pages promise a re-awakening 
of the local clubs and societies, the groups 
and groupings and get-togethers  which 
present myriad opportunities for us to meet 
and work and enjoy together.  And we are 
together – not just for the summer break or 
a long weekend – we live here and we like 
it and it works.

It is not Elmswell’s way, however, to sit and 
watch the world drift away from us.  We 

may be comfortable at the moment, but our 
pages chronicle changes past which presage 
inevitable changes yet to come.  Where once 
600 people worked The Bacon Factory, now 
over half of that number have their homes 
off St Edmund’s Drive where the factory 
once stood, and that number set to rise 
until, within 3 years, we will have replaced 
employees with residents 1:1.  Adding the 
65 houses at Borley Crescent, 44 at Warren 
Lane, 240 at Wetherden Road, 85 at School 
Road and 106 at White House Farm we can 
look forward to adding double that number 
of new neighbours, some 1200 souls, within 5 
years.  We can, therefore, only cheer on those 
who have taken up the challenge of keeping 
us all comfortable together.  The new acres 
at Blackbourne should offer the extra parking 
and play facilities the success of the facilities 
there have brought.  The recent completion 
of Wesley and the  rather chic new coffee 
shop there allow for more meeting space 
both formal  and, crucially, informal.  And a 
community pub?  We own the site, we have 
both the ambition and a team in place to 
make it happen.  

Not many picture postcard scenes here.  
Low thatch quotient. 
Shortage of avocado 
& quinoa salad 
bars.   
 
Suits us.
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
 ELMSWELL ART CLUB
What’s in a name?  Quite a lot really.  
Naming practices vary throughout 
the world.  In Scandinavia patronymic 
names are often used.  You might have 
a surname in Sweden called Johansson 
(John’s son) whereas the Norwegians 
would spell it Johanssen.  My son-in-law 
has as the surname Johansson, he was 
born in Sweden but now lives in Norway 
and carries a Norwegian passport.  The 
Norwegians know he is Swedish due to 
the spelling (and also because his accent 
is Swedish, even though the language 
is virtually the same).  The Icelandic 
naming system is still firmly patronymic 
or matronymic in that they use -son or 
-dottir and sometimes -dattir following 
the father’s Christian name.  There are 
many countries where you have to get 
permission before you can use any 
Christian names, especially foreign or 
unusual sounding names.  It was less 
than 100 years ago that Kemal Attaturk, 
the founder of modern Turkey passed 
laws forcing everyone to have a surname, 
not only that, they had to be Turkish 
sounding.  In Saudia Arabia and other 
parts of the Middle East the middle name 
“bin” indicates son of and the female 
equivalent is “bint”.  Celebrities often 
favour single names, Madonna, Cher, 
Adele, Bono, Sting, Liberace to name 
but a few.  At the other end of the scale 
how about this one?  Pablo Diego Jose 
Francisco de Palma Juan Nepomuceno 
Maria de los Remedios Cipriano de la 
Santisima Trinidad Martyr Patricio Ruiz Y 
Picasso.  But you knew that already.  Try 
fitting that lot on an application form!  In 
the art world, as in the world generally, 
names  get lengthened and shortened 
at will.  Ever heard of  Michaelangelo 

Merisi,  Donato de Nicollo de Betto Bardi, 
Dominikos Theotokopulos, Moishe Shagal 
or Markus Rothkowitz?  They are known 
respectively as Caravaggio, Donatello, el 
Greco, Marc Chagall and Mark Rothko. 
Tiziano Vecelli or Vecello is better known 
in English as Titian.  Giovanni Antoni Canal 
is known worldwide as Canaletto, his 
father was Bernardo Canal and Canaletto’s 
name derives from” little Canal.”  
Canaletto, born in 1697 in Venice became 
the foremost topographical painter of his 
time and his style is easily recognisable.  
He was very popular with gentlemen 
engaged on their “grand tours”.  He had a 
close relationship with the British consul 
in Venice, a man called John Smith.  Smith 
acquired 50 Canaletto paintings together 
with 150 drawings and 15 rare etchings 
which he subsequently sold to King 
George the third in 1762.  This group now 

forms a small part of 
the Royal Collection 
housed throughout 
the many royal 
residences.  The 
Queen’s Gallery in 
Buckingham Palace 
usually displays 
the majority of 
the Canalettos but 
a telephone call 
before visiting is 
advised to ensure 
the pictures you are 
mainly interested 
in are actually on 
display.  A visit 
is thoroughly 

recommended and the entrance fee 
is well worth it.  The vast majority of 
Canaletto’s work features Venice but he 
also painted Rome and London where 
he lived for nine years during which he 
featured other English sites.   
Our featured paintings this month are 
of buildings.  New York was painted by 
Jo Hale in watercolour.  This was from 
a photo taken by a relative living in the 
US, taken whilst on the ferry sailing past 
the Statue of Liberty.  The view down the 
hill in Rye, Sussex was done by myself in 
watercolour and is now on the wall of a 
friend’s house in Lincolnshire.

John Welford  
01359 240166

“at 68 years old  
and without Glasses”.   

Canaletto’s own words inscribed  
on one of his paintings.
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Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Curtains
• Hard Floors

call Peter on 01359 241577
email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk

ServiceMaster West Suffolk

Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

  
 
 

HAYWARDS 
SOLICITORS 

 
FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 

 
We offer Fixed Fees at Competitive Rates 

 
Telephone: (01449) 613631 

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk   
www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk 

Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients. 
7 - 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ 

F. G. BROWN  F. G. BROWN  
– OPTICIANS– OPTICIANS

Denmark House,  Denmark House,  
41 Bury Street,  41 Bury Street,  

StowmarketStowmarket

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030Tel:- 01449 612812/674030
As independent opticians we offer a more 

personalised eyecare service that you can trust 
for all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination

Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames

and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses

Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priorityYour sight care is our priority

Units 1-2, Station Rd Industrial Estate, Station Rd, Elmswell , Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9HD.

ALL TYPES OF SERVICING - WELDING - MOT WORK - CLUTCHES - EXHAUSTS - SHOCKS
AIR CONDITIONING - TYRES - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS - BATTERIES - CAMBELTS - BRAKES

TEL: 01359 242479 OR VISIT: WWW.PARKGARAGESERVICES.CO.UK

Your LOCAL GARAGE with over 20 years experience servicing and repairing all makes and models.

will main sign.qxp_Layout 1  14/03/2017  20:09  Page 1

Help is at hand - Call Toby Hicks
01449 771991 / 07968 686035

Are you having trouble setting up or
operating your TV / Audio or DVD?

Has your equipment stopped working?
Does your TV need a re-tune?

(Formerly BV Hicks Ltd)
TV & Audio Solutions

NEW DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AND 

 TV PRODUCTS SUPPLIED
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
 ELMSWELL EXCHANGE AFTERNOON WI

I hope you are all suitably “hugged” now that 
this is allowed.  It seems to have been the 
central news since Monday.  Like many,  I have 
missed the other half of my family who live in 
Ely but have survived.  As a child there wasn’t 
a great deal of hugging and I am sure this is 
a generational thing.   It certainly didn’t take place in public. Mum would 
have considered it very unseemly.    How times change.  Once “getting the 
elbow” meant being thrown out of somewhere or something.  Now it’s a 
greeting.   Some of us find it hard to keep up.

Our W.I. has changed too.   There is far more technology used and they have proved that 
whatever befalls us somehow we can get round it.  The committee,  now we are only five, have done their very best to 
keep in touch using email where this is possible,  printed newsletters dropped through letterboxes, and telephone calls 
not forgetting your very splendid Parish Newsletter.   Now an end is in sight.  We will not think about the Indian variant at 
present but focus on our first meeting together on Wed. 7th July.   We hope to see lots of our old friends and if rumour is 
true a few new friends too.  All are very welcome and maybe,  if rules still allow, there may be some of that “hugging” going 
on. I hope Mum isn’t watching.

The New Wesley Centre is the place,  at 2 pm on Wednesday 7th July and our guest will be Stephanie Lester who 
will be  “Making the Best of a Supermarket Bunch.”

If you would like to try us out do come along.  Your first meeting is free and if you want to know more contact Maureen on 
01359 241033 or Mary on 01359 245022.                                                                                                                     Maureen Davis

 CITIZENS ADVICE
I’ve been saving up to have my 
kitchen redone, but I’m a bit 
worried about it. Last time I had 
any work done on the house, it 
took more than double the time 
I thought it would and ended up 
costing me a fortune. I’m looking 
for a different builder this time, but 
how will I know I can trust them?
Many of us will take advantage of the 
warmer weather and bank holiday 
weekends coming up to improve our 
homes, and it’s important to make 
sure the job goes well. Here are some 
steps you should take when choosing 
a trader:

• Find a Trading Standards 
‘approved trader’ - use the 
internet to search for one in 
your area or the Government’s 
approved trader scheme www.
trustmark.org.uk. 

• Get references or 
recommendations - ask people 
you know or ask the person you 
hire for examples of work they’ve 
carried out in the past. Try to 
avoid contractors who won’t give 
references - it’s a sign they could 
be dishonest.

• Find out if they are a current 
member of a trade body - trade 
bodies have codes of practice 
and can help resolve problems if 
things go wrong, so check your 
trader is a member. Ask who 
they’re registered with and then 
check the trade body’s website. 

• Only use certified traders 
for gas and electrics - it’s 
dangerous to use someone 
who doesn’t know what they’re 
doing. Use a registered gas 
engineer (check the Gas Safe 
Register www.gassaferegister.
co.uk/) and registered electrician 
(check the register at www.
electricalcompetentperson.co.uk) 
who can certify their own work. 
When you’re having a kitchen 
fitted, it’s worth checking whether 
the person you’ve hired will be 
doing the electrical or gas work 
themselves. If not, check who they 
will be using and whether they’re 
registered.

• Get a written quote - this is 
different to an estimate. A quote 
is legally binding and the builder 
can’t change it without a good 

reason - for example, if you ask 
for extra work to be done. Try to 
compare quotes from a number 
of contractors to make sure you’re 
getting a fair price.

• Get a written contract - this 
should cover exactly what you’re 
paying for and everything you’ve 
agreed on, like timings, payments, 
who will pay for materials and 
subcontractors. 

• Think carefully about payment 
- opt to pay in stages rather than 
upfront. Where possible, try to 
pay by card as this can afford you 
extra safeguards if something 
goes wrong.

• Keep copies of receipts - also 
keep your written contract as 
evidence, as well as photos of any 
problems if they arise

If you have a problem with a 
contractor, and you’re not sure what 
to do or where to go, call the Citizens 
Advice consumer helpline 0808 223 
1133.

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including debt, housing, 
benefits and family law.  You can contact them on 01449 676060 or use the contact form at 
midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  

For more information and our opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. Mid Suffolk
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 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUPP

 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

REVOLUTIONS –  
Cycling’s Crucial Role in Powering the Suffragette Movement
As things are gradually opening up again, 
we are planning to hold a committee 
meeting in June, with a view to arranging 
our AGM a.s.a.p., and then re-starting 
our monthly talks in September.    Until 
such time, we trust you are getting out 
and about more and, perhaps while 
the roads were so much quieter during 
lockdown, on your bikes.    Bearing that in 
mind, the most famous cycling race has 
to be the Tour de France which started 
back in 1903, which was a publicity stunt 
designed to shore up indifferent sales of 
a sports newspaper.  The first recorded 
bicycle race was held in May 1868 in Paris 
with just seven(!) riders, whereas 2021’s 
somewhat larger event is due to start on 
26th June.

Closer to home and back in April 1914, a 
few months before the outbreak of WW1, 
two young women arrived at a seaside 
boarding house to begin a cycling tour 
of Suffolk.   Their fortnight sojourn was 
rather different to the Tour de France in 
that it coincided with a string of arson 
attacks!  Great Yarmouth’s Britannia 
Pier was set alight, flames destroying 
everything but the iron girders, while 
the grand finale was the torching of the 
Bath Hotel in Felixstowe (as recounted 
to us so vividly back in June 2012 by 
Phil ‘Mr Felixstowe’ Hadwen).   The 
attacks bore all the hallmarks of the 
Women’s Social & Political Union, a.k.a. 

the Suffragettes, and the two cyclists 
were WSPU members Hilda Burkitt and 
Florence Tunks who were swiftly arrested 
and sentenced to two years and nine 
months respectively.

As a form of resistance, the bicycle 
was very much part of the Suffragette 
movement from the start, led by the 
teenage Pankhurst sisters who joined 
a local Manchester cycling club, the 
Clarion, an offshoot of the socialist 
newspaper of the same name.  Swapping 
industrial Manchester for rides along 
country lanes, they were part of a 
growing trend of women’s cycling, 

although in 1897 the Clarion was one 
of very few UK clubs to admit women.   

In 1903 the Pankhursts founded the 
WSPU and moved to London, where 
they wrote about the suffragette cause 
for the Clarion newspaper.  Bicycles 
became an efficient campaign tool for 
the organisation, with members cycling 
through towns and villages to spread 
the word about votes for women.   From 
1909 the Elswick Cycle Manufacturing Co 
began selling bicycles in the suffragette 
colours, and that particular model had a 
drop-frame to accommodate long skirts, 
and featured elegant curved handlebars.

When campaigning turned militant, 
bicycles became getaway vehicles.  As 
the first woman to ride a bicycle in her 
home town of Preston in the 1890s, Edith 
Rigby was pelted with eggs and rotten 
vegetables for her brazen act.   Years 
later, as a suffragette, she planted a 
bomb in the basement of the Liverpool 
Cotton Exchange and set fire to Lord 
Leverhulme’s country residence, after 
which she escaped to Ireland on a bicycle, 
disguised as a man!   In the “pillar-box 
outrages” of 1913, suffragettes poured 
flammable liquids into Royal Mail post 
boxes, before pedalling away from the 
blaze.   The same year, Olive Beamish 
and Elsie Duval fled on their bicycles 
under cover of darkness having set fire 
to a Surrey mansion.   The house was 
empty, ensuring no-one would get hurt 
– a prerequisite for all suffragette arson 
attacks. 

Women-Suffragists, 1909

Ripon Suffragette Cycle Rally, 1920s
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Elmswell 
History 

Group 

 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website –

www.elmswell-history.org.uk 
or contact our Secretary, Stella Chamberlin on 01359-242601

With the start of WW1, the WSPU 
suspended all militant activities to focus 
on the war effort.   Subsequently, the 
1918 Representation of the People Act 
granted some women over the age of 30 
the right to vote, and universal suffrage 
followed a decade later.   However, 
the bicycle’s role in women resisting 
oppression did not end there.   

During WW2 it became a useful tool 
for freedom fighters – ironically, as 
Hitler was not a fan.   Having loathed 
being a bicycle messenger in WW1, 
as German Chancellor he introduced a 
raft of anti-cycling laws, issuing a ban 
on Jewish people owning bicycles, and 
confiscating bikes in Nazi-occupied 
territories such as Holland.   Regardless, 
a young Audrey Hepburn used her bike 
to deliver resistance leaflets in her Dutch 
home town of Arnhem, while the British 
record-breaking cyclist, Evelyn Hamilton, 
claimed she couriered messages for the 
resistance in Paris during the occupation.   
When the Allies liberated Holland in 
1945, many German soldiers stole 
bicycles to escape back to Germany; 
consequently, for decades afterward, 
the Dutch chanted “Give us back our 
bikes!” when their team played Germany 
at football.

In Nazi-occupied Paris, the writer and 
philosopher Simone de Beauvoir learnt 
to ride on a stolen bike on which 
she delighted in the sensations of 
weightlessness, physical freedom and 
independence as she spun through the 
city streets.   In August 1941 she took 
a cycling trip with Jean-Paul Sartre to 
the so-called “Free Zone” of the south 
of France under the collaborationist 
Vichy government, crossing the border 
under cover of darkness – the first of 
several such cycle touring adventures 
for the two writers.    De Beauvoir was 
critical of Sartre’s erratic approach to 
cycling, accusing him of “pedalling so 
indolently” that he would career into 
roadside ditches; he would claim he was 
too busy thinking!     Some months after 
VE Day and having experienced a few 
biking mishaps and scrapes, De Beauvoir 
nevertheless set off on a new bike given 
to her by Sartre “on a little journey all 

alone”.   The horrors 
of war were ebbing 
away, and women in 
France were finally 
given the right to 
vote, over 25 years 
after the UK and US.

So now, when you’re 
cycl ing your way 
a long our  lovely 
Suffolk lanes and 
byways this summer 
( remembering to 
don your helmet and 
high-viz apparel), 
do think of those 
pioneering ladies 
on their trusty bikes 
not so long ago.   To 
find out much more 
on this topic, we 
would thoroughly 
recommend the 
recently-published 
book “Revolutions: 
H o w  W o m e n 
Changed the World 
on Two Wheels” by 
Hannah Ross.

WW2 Lady Cyclists

 D Days Girls on bikes
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P H Peckham 
Plumbing and  
Heating Engineer

28 Eastern Way

Elmswell

Tel. 01359 240958 
Mob. 07802 642884

Email:  
phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com

Gas Safe Register No 214650

• 24 HOUR CALL OUT   

• FREE Estimates

• Corgi Registered  Solid Fuel,  
Oil or Gas

• Bathroom Suites Designed  
and Installed

• Water Softners Fitted   

• Tiling

• Boilers Serviced

214650

Wayne 
Salmon 
Electrical
For all your electrical 
requirements –  
Domestic, commercial and 
industrial.
All work carried out to a 
high standard. 

Mobile 07843 302798 

PAUL SCASE
Home Improvements

25% off  
all quotes for 2021

Painting
• Using the best named paints to 

give you a professional finish

• Colour charts provided to give 
you the best choice of colours

Carpentry
• Wardrobes made to your 

design

• Floor to ceiling,  
wall to wall

Excellent Rates
Mobi le :  07745 250440

• General Carpentry & DIY

Do you need a

07565 353912    wendyedavey@hotmail.co.uk

Drop me a line or call 
to discuss your requirements

My name is Wendy and I live in Norton with two teenagers, 
a golden retriever and a crazy cockapoo. I am available for 
weekday dog walks – either one-offs or daily exercise… 
whatever you and your pooch require.

Rates negotiable.

DOG
WALKER?
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
 ELMSWELL GARDEN CLUBB 
We’ve reached the middle of the year already. This month 
is often one of the most colourful in our gardens. There are 
wonderful hanging baskets and tubs everywhere. If you pass 
the railway station you will see that the flowers planted up, 
earlier in the year, and watered by members of the gardening 
club, are looking wonderful. Many thanks  to everyone helping 
to keep the display in tip top condition. It’s appreciated not 
only by Elmswell residents, but by other folk passing through. 

For the avid gardener there are a seemingly endless variety 
of ‘foes’. Yet despite this, nature has a way of fighting back. 
In the past gardeners might turn to all sorts of concoctions 
to kill off unwanted pests. However, in more recent times 
there developed an understanding that in fact many ‘friendly’ 
and beneficial creatures were also perishing due to the 
indiscriminate use of chemicals.

Many more natural ways of dealing with pests is now often employed. Companion planting involves planting specific  flowers 
amongst fruit and vegetables, creating a more diverse habitat. For example marigolds attract hover flies which eat up aphids 
that might otherwise be causing a nuisance. 

Elmswell Garden Club is planning to re-start in September. We will be meeting on the third Tuesday of each month in the 
Wesley Hall in future. A fascinating and varied programme has been arranged by Annie. Our first speaker has returned several 
times and is both incredibly knowledgeable and entertaining. 

September 21st - Dr Ian Bedford ‘The trouble without wasps’

Oct 19th- Mrs Pat Hodgkins (National Trust)  ‘Constable – the man and his landscape’

Nov 16th brief AGM followed by a chance to test your gardening knowledge.

We are very keen to welcome new members and hope that you will give us a try.

If you require further information about Elmswell Garden Club (EGC),  
please contact Catherine, on 01359 242172 or Nick, on 01359 242601. 

The Club email is elmswellgardenclub@gmail.com  
and is a good way of asking a question that will be swiftly answered.   

 THE BLACKBOURNE & WESLEY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION AGM
The BWMA is the body charged with steering the management of the village’s 2 major community facilities at Wesley and at 
Blackbourne on behalf of the Parish Council (EPC) which owns both premises on the community’s behalf.

The membership is drawn from 18 of the Blackbourne / Wesley user-groups plus representatives from the Parish Council and 4 
elected members.  The Association meets monthly to discuss matters of day-to-day management relating to how Blackbourne 
and Wesley are used  and to act, under EPC, to keep the facilities running smoothly and in a way that best serves the village. 

The AGM precedes one such meeting and, this year, following the enforced break in activities, will be held on Wednesday 
30th June at 7.00pm in the chapel at Wesley.  The AGM section of the evening is open to the public and nominations are 
invited to the 4 unaffiliated positions.

For further information or to register a nomination (you may self-nominate) contact the Parish Clerk on 244134 or email clerk@
elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk. 
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 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP

 ST JOHN’S CHURCH

Rector:  Peter Goodridge
Email:   
elmswellrector@gmail.com 
Tel:   01359 240512
Website: www.stjohnselmswell.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
stjohnselmswell 
YouTube: accessed via our website 
home page
Zoom:  See weekly newsletter on our 
web site or Facebook for details.
Greetings from St John’s Church. 
Just as we were hoping soon to be fully 
out of lockdown, once again the road 
ahead seems to be filled with uncertainty 
surrounding COVID variants.  All of 
this anxiety is not good for our mental, 
and even our physical, health. Coupled 
with images of tragic suffering in other 
countries less fortunate than ourselves, 
many of us feel our hearts aching for the 
world, our country, our community and 
ourselves.  

“Tears need to be released;  
they won’t just evaporate”

Dr Anita Phillips, Trauma Therapist
The question is: to whom can we go for 
help, healing and a return to wholeness?  
During my stay in Cambodia early last 
year, I encountered a number of people 
who had experienced remarkable healing 
from the Lord Jesus.  He remains the 
great physician even today.  As we begin 
to recover from the ordeal of the last 15 

months, we thought it would be good to 
hold a special time in St John’s Church 
where people can come for reflection, 
prayer and healing.  We have set aside 
Sunday 20 June at 5:00pm.  Please come 
along and listen to some music, spend 
some time in silent reflection, engage in 
prayer and encounter the loving touch 
of a compassionate God, who longs for 
our wholeness.
We continue to meet in St John’s Church 
weekly at 10:30am each Sunday.  Please 
do join us.  We keep plenty of social 
distance and there is plenty of hand 
sanitizer. It is good to be together, but 
if you cannot make it in person at the 
moment, we continue to stream services 
live over the internet. Our Sunday School 
continues to be held over Zoom at 
9:30am each week.
In May, we held our final Saturday 
“Coffee and Chat” Zoom gathering.  
These virtual meetings have been such 
a blessing over the past year, enabling 
us to continue to see each other and 
chat and stay sane.  Technology can 
sometimes be irritating, but how thankful 
we have been for it during lockdown!  
May also saw the feast of Pentecost, 
which we celebrated with our Baptist 
friends in an uplifting joint afternoon 
service.  Pentecost is all about the coming 
of the Holy Spirit on the infant Church.  
The Holy Spirit is simply God’s powerful 
presence with us.  Jesus promised he 
would not leave his followers as orphans, 
but that he would come to them in the 
person of his Spirit.  This means that 
followers of Jesus can enjoy his being 

with us, in our hearts, always to the 
very end of the age.  If you would like 
to experience this amazing encounter 
with the living God too, please do get 
in touch.
Diary for June:
Every Sunday:
9:30am  Sunday School via Zoom.  

Contact us for details.
10:30am  Sunday Worship in church & 

streamed online.  
Sunday 6 June:
9:00am Lord’s Supper (spoken service) 

in church .
Sunday 20 June:
5:00pm Service of Reflection, Healing 

and Wholeness .
Every Tuesday and Thursday:
8:00pm Night Prayer streamed on 

Facebook.
Every Wednesday:
Various small groups meet to chat and 
look at the Bible – please get in contact 
for more information.
Every Saturday:
9:00am  Weekly prayer meeting via 

Zoom.

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH   
TOWER FLOODLIGHTING

Everyone is welcome to sponsor the 
floodlighting of St. John’s, a lovely way 
to commemorate a personal event, an 
anniversary, or any other occasion special 
to you.   Alternatively, you can simply 
make a donation.  And it all helps to pay 
the day-to-day running expenses of our 
parish church. 
For the summer months the lights will 
be on between 8.00 p.m. and midnight. 
A night’s f loodlighting costs £5.   
Cheques payable please to  “ST. JOHN’S 
CHURCH, ELMSWELL”.
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 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP
All bookings / payments to  :-   Trevor 
Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, 
Elmswell  (Tel: 240908)
JUNE  2021  SPONSORSHIPS
1 remembering Amy Pleasance, a 

dear Mum, Grandma and Great 
Grandma, on her Birthday.

8 Lesley Manning.  Remembering you 
on your Birthday.  Love Colin.  XX.

11 remembering with love a dear 
Husband and Father,  
Dennis Atkins, on his Birthday.

12 to remember and thank all those 
past Elmswell Fire-Fighters who 
served  their village and  
community so well. 

19 in loving memory of  
Dorothy May Bloomfield.

28 in loving memory of our dear Mum,  
Zena Booth. 

 CATHOLIC PARISH   
 OF OUR LADY,   
 STOWMARKET
Parish Priest: Rev. Simon Leworthy, 
The Presbytery, 29 Lockington Road, 
Stowmarket, IP14 1BQ
Tel:01449-612946 E-mail: pp@
ourladystowmarket.org.uk
MASS TIMES:
Saturday (First Mass of Sunday) – 6PM 
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 
9QG
Sundays – 8.30am & 10.15am 
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, 
Stowmarket IP14 1AW
Holy Days – 10am & 7.30pm 
Our Lady’s Strickland Road Stowmarket
Weekday services in the Parish are 
advertised at the 
front of Our Lady’s Church, in the 
weekly Newsletter and on 
the Parish Website –  
www.ourladystowmarket.org.uk

 ELMSWELL  
 BAPTIST CHURCH 
We are back holding services in the 
chapel. Hallelujah! Hopefully things 
will continue to go to plan and we will 
back singing as a congregation at the 
end of June.
Like us, I expect many of you are 
planning holidays in the UK this 
year (Margaret and I very rarely do 
anything else!). The weather may not 
be so reliable but there are very many 
beautiful and interesting places to 
visit and you won’t be spending hours 
hanging around airports! Our prayer 
is that any time you are able to get 
away as a family will be truly a time 
of refreshing, physically, mentally and 
spiritually ie proper Holydays.
We are constantly remembering in 
our prayers those who have been hit 
hard by Covid both here and overseas, 
the people of India who are really 
struggling, places suffering because 
of conflict eg Israel and Palestine and 
places hit by natural disaster eg DR of 
Congo hit by volcanic eruptions as well 
as those who are suffering but have 
dropped out of the news eg Syria and 
Yemen.
Our other activities will hopefully be 
able to resume by September, the 
following are planned:-

The Ladies Friendship Group will 
if possible resume meetings on 
September 6th at 7.45pm when an 
Ipswich Tourist Information Guide 
is booked to take the ladies on 
An Armchair Walk around Ipswich 
Waterfront.
Phone Margaret on 241541 for more 
information. ALL ladies are welcome.
Food & Friends will, all being well, 
resume on Thursday September 9th at 
midday – for the older folk – a chance 
to meet other people and enjoy a 
nutritious meal for a modest donation. 
New diners are always welcome 
subject to space. Phone Jackie on 
245918 to book your place. 
We are grateful to all those who are 
booked to come to lead our worship 
in the coming weeks. They are listed 
below:-
June    6th      Rev. Norman Tharby  
  (Communion)
June  13th      Eddie Kerridge
June  20th      Rev. Barbara Challis
June  27th      Rev. Norman Tharby
July     4th      Rev. Graeme Ross  
  (Regional Minister)  
  (Communion)
A warm welcome is extended to all 
who wish to attend any of the above 
events.
Visit our website at www.
elmswellbaptist.org.uk , email 
cockant2@btinternet.com or telephone 
any of the numbers in this text for 
further info. 

May God bless you.
Tony

M.O.T. DUE
Require a quick reliable service ?

M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.

Tests available for all types of cars 
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.

Local collection service available.

Also repairs and servicing available 
on request.

D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP

GROVE LANE  
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

ELMSWELL

PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

 COMPANIONS
-Good news, “Companions” will be starting back on Friday 23rd July at the 
Wesley Hall so come along and meet up with your friends and maybe some new 
ones.

However, on Friday 9th July @ 11am do come along to the Wesley Hall and meet 
Jo Churchill when you can show her what “Companions” is all about.

Keep your fingers crossed and we will meet again with big smiles on our faces.                              
Linda Waspe 01359 242224
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House completions

Will writing

Family matters

Business legal advice
 

“It’s business as usual…
 

We may be working slightly di�erently
but we’ve never been closer to our clients”

Call 01284 701131
or visit www.burnettbarker.co.uk
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NEWS FROM ELMSWILD
 VILLAGE GREEN

Rainbows light up 
Lukeswood
It’s been a long time since we were 
able to have any organised events at 
Lukeswood, but now that restrictions are 
beginning to ease – especially outdoors 
– we’re hoping that we can welcome 
more groups back for activities in the 
woodland.
The Elmswell Rainbows were particularly 
quick off the mark and we were delighted 
to see the children with their leaders and 
helpers congregate in Lukeswood a few 
weeks ago. Everyone had a great time 
spotting different types of tree, trying to 
see birds’ nests and then having a go at 
making their own little bird’s nest to take 
home. We had a look at some examples 
of actual birds’ nests – they really are 
amazing works of art, woven together 
from all sorts of surprising materials 
such as moss, twigs, feathers, horsehair, 
and even spiders’ webs. Because of the 
cold weather spring has arrived a bit 
late this year, so nesting season is still 
in full swing.
It was still raining when the Rainbows first 
arrived, but before long the sun came out 
and we had a lovely sunny evening. Let’s 
hope we get more sunshine from now on!
A big thank you to all the children and to 
their leaders and helpers. We hope you 
come back for a return visit soon.

Plastic not-so-fantastic
Tree guards come in several different 
shapes, sizes and designs, but what they 
all have in common is that they’re made 
of one material – plastic. They can be very 
useful things when it comes to planting 
trees. They protect vulnerable saplings 
from being damaged or destroyed by 
rabbits and deer and they also provide 
a sheltered environment for young trees 
to grow in. There are disadvantages, 
though. At Lukeswood we’ve found that 
that lovely warm environment is also 
irresistible to ants, which find them an 
ideal place to build their nests – very 
good for ant larvae, but not good for 
the sapling which often ends up stunted, 
deformed or even dies off altogether. 

And you can’t get away from that 
niggling little fact – they’re made of 
plastic.
Everyone will have seen new hedgerows 
or tree plantations, all with their neat 
plastic guards. But go back to the same 
place years later – often many years 
later – and those same plastic guards 
are still there. Sometimes they split or fall 
off, or disappear under soil and leaves. 
Sometimes the growing sapling even 
begins to grow around its guard so that 
the plastic eventually becomes part of 
the tree. They may become less visible, 
but they never really go away. Eventually 
the plastic becomes brittle and begins to 
break up. Smaller and smaller shards fall 
into the soil, where they are washed away 
by the rain into watercourses. Eventually 
they make their way to the sea, where 
they join the ever-increasing swirl of 
micro-plastics that is now endangering 
our marine wildlife. 
But, hold on a minute – we’re supposed 
to be the good guys, aren’t we? Trees 
are going to save us from the ravages 
of climate change, and we are the ones 
planting them. But what about those 
mountains of plastic in the environment? 
It’s the tree-planters’ dirty little secret.
There is a simple solution, however – you 
have to take the tree guards off! The 
recommendation is that all guards are 
removed after three to five years when 
the young trees are judged to be strong 
enough to withstand the occasional 
attack from rabbit or deer. That’s good 
forestry practice, but in the real world it 
doesn’t seem to happen. It’s one reason 

why some conservationists now prefer 
rewilding to planting as a strategy for 
increasing our tree cover. The trees self-
sow directly from the near environment 
and are protected by natural barriers 
such as bramble and thicket; some don’t 
survive, but many do and are stronger 
because of it.
But let’s go back to the plastic. We’ve 
planted many trees at Lukeswood – in 
our first year alone we planted 1,643 (one 
for every house in the village, as readers 
with long memories will recall!) – and 
every one was protected with a plastic 
guard. This year we looked around and 
came to a decision – they have to go. 
Spring and early summer are the best 
times to do this as there’s plenty of fresh 
new grass to satisfy hungry rabbits, so 
we’ve been gradually working our way 
through the woodland unwrapping the 
spirals and unzipping the tubex. It’s a 
long and messy job – on hands and 
knees, brambles digging into your back, 
ants in your hair – but when you look back 
and see the emerging natural woodland 
rather than a plastic plantation, there’s a 
huge sense of satisfaction. And there’s 
also the satisfaction of knowing that the 
resulting heap of plastic will not end up 
polluting our environment but will be 
removed and properly recycled. 
If you would like to help clean up our 
woodland and hedgerows, please come 
and join the Plastic Patrol! Join us at our 
regular Tuesday morning work party or 
get in touch for more information. 

Mary Feeney
info@elmswild.org.uk

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the Autumn at Lukeswood 

 

As all gardeners know, autumn is a good time to take stock of your plot, to enjoy all the fruits of your 
labours, to assess what’s been successful and what hasn’t worked so well, and to make plans for the next 
growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of the garden 
and to see where improvements can be made. 

 

It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for 
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone – 
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the 
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and 
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.  

 

Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on 
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at 
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new 
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing on dead wood lying around the site. This curious 
fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself 
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!). 
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The Old Police House,
Cooks Road, Elmswell,

Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP30 9DB.

Tel: 0345 271 3245 
 

Worried about Savings?
Let our team of nancial advisers help you to get the 
most from your savings and investments.

Confused about your pension?
We would be happy to discuss the options available 
for your retirement planning.

Want to protect your family or income or 
mortgage and loan?
We are here to advise on the right solutions for your 
budget. 

Mortgages?
For a competitive mortgage, we have advisers to assist 
with that purchase or remortgage.

Equity Release 
We have advisers able to assist you with this area of 
advice. 

Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and 
can affect your eligibility for means tested benets.
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We make it 

Clear Financial Services is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Ltd.
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

A pension is a long term investment

Clear Financial
Services
(UK) Ltd

The Railway Station,  
Station Road, Elmswell,  

Bury St Edmunds,  
Suffolk, IP30 9HA 

 

Tel: 01359 242555 
elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk  

 

Travel Stop has 30 years experience as your local travel 
agent. We can find the perfect holiday for you. 

 

ATOL / ABTA protected. 
 

 

Open for appointments at the Elmswell Railway Station 

 

Let’s face it, currently it’s very confusing! 
 

Contact us for up-to-date expert advice 
on the latest travel situation around the world 

 

by telephone on 01359 242555  
 

or by email elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk 
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 AROUND & ABOUT
SCRAP FLY-TIPPING IN SUFFOLK!
The Suffolk Waste Partnership, which 
consists of all the Suffolk Council’s 
including the County Council,. Suffolk 
Police, the Environment Agency and 
other partners are launching an online 
campaign aimed at reducing fly-
tipping in Suffolk. 
The SCRAP fly-tipping campaign is 
aimed at residents and businesses 
whose waste is sometimes fly-tipped 
by unlicensed operators, who often 
offer to remove waste at a ‘bargain’ 
price – only to then dump it. Many 
of these operators advertise on 
social media, and so this is where the 
campaign will be primarily delivered. 
The campaign will start on 25th May 
with a new message being put up most 
Tuesdays (with some breaks). 

The campaign centres around 
remembering to follow the SCRAP 
code when arranging for anyone else 
to take away your waste:

Suspect – beware of rogue waste 
carriers who dump waste illegally – 
often at a bargain price. If in doubt, do 
not let them take your waste. 

Check -Ask for their waste carriers 
registration details. You can check on 
the Environment Agency website or by 
calling 08708 506506. Note down the 
registration number of the vehicle used 
to take your waste away.

Refuse unsolicited offers – always 
carry out your own research and 
choose who you want to take your 
waste away.

Ask questions – ask what is going 
to happen to your waste and seek 
evidence that it was be disposed of 
appropriately. A legitimate professional 
operator won’t object to being asked 
reasonable questions.

Paperwork – make sure you get 
a proper invoice and receipt for your 
waste. 
If you are a user of Facebook, 
Instagram or Twitter, you will be 
able to follow the campaign on the 
‘Suffolk Recycling’ pages – it would 
be great if residents could support the 
campaign and help spread the word 
by re-posting and sharing the posts.  
Otherwise, full details of how to deal 
with fly-tipping can be found at https://
www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/fly-tipping
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Station Road, Elmswell  IP309HD (behind the pharmacy)

Not just a pet food shop...
We also have a large stock of 
pet sundries, wild bird foods, 
poultry feeds and coldwater 
and tropical fish sundries.

Come and 
see our 
range of 
products 

today!

We also stock horse grooming equipment, 
frozen reptile foods, salt tablets for your 

water softeners and dishwashers… 
and much more.

Mon -Fri:             9-4 
Sat: 9-2

             01359 242942

Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs

on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs

• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3
The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.

Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30

Sat 8:30 - 1:00

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required

• CAMBELT   • HEAD GASKETS

•
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•
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BJW
PLUMBING & HEATING
YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation

Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling

Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes

Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs

GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549

200169

TONY FISHER
PLUMBING & PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
• 24hr Emergency Callout
• Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
• Bathroom/shower 

installation
• Tanks/cylinders/radiators
• Tiling floors/walls
• Painting & Decorating
• General DIY jobs
• Garden Maintenance

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743
Reliable & Friendly Service!
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01449  527400 - 07803 338 803
stowaerialsandsatellites@gmail.com
www.aerialsatellitecctv.co.uk

 AROUND & ABOUT
LITTLE ELMS CHALLENGE WAS TO MOVE (WALK/RUN/CYCLE) AS A TEAM IN APRIL

Little Elms pre-school and our families will be challenging ourselves to move 8319km 
for April. We will aim to move (walk/run/cycle) to raise awareness and funds for 
Addenbrookes C2. This is the regional centre for children aged from birth to 16 years 
who have cancer and blood disorders. They care for children receiving chemotherapy 
and radiotherapy. C2 ward very much relies on the generosity of the public to fund 
projects, purchase toys and equipment and fund much needed support to families 
during a difficult time.
Our target of 8319km is important to us as this represents Harry’s birthday, who is 
currently undergoing treatment for a brain tumour. Harry was only 21 months old 
when he was diagnosed. We will use this as motivation to achieve our goal.
We have several families who have been affected by Cancer in some way or another 
and would like to be able to help and support those currently in need. C2 has a 
special place in our hearts and they have helped thousands of children and families 
fighting this awful disease.
In total we raised £2222

Healthwatch Suffolk are running a Let’s Talk session for family 
carers. Join us for a chat about how local health and social care 
services work for you. The Healthwatch Suffolk Community 
Development team would like to invite you to join an informal 
chat session about the health and social care services you use. 
The ongoing pandemic has meant that people have needed to 
access services in new ways, but has it made it easier or more 
difficult for you, particularly as a carer?  Drop in for 10mins or 
join us for the hour to share your experiences.11.00 -12.00 
Thursday 10th June 

See the Zoom link below or freephone 0800 44 88 234 for 
more information. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/92531645279?pwd=dndTNytOUE0vY3
NXZnY3dGpsa3VxQT09

Meeting ID: 925 3164 5279

Passcode: 609391

You will also be able to join via phone by calling 0208 080 
6591. Please note that the call will be charged at your standard 
landline rate.

Please feel free to call us on our freephone number 0800 
44 88 234 if you would prefer to talk to us about your 
experiences.
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 AROUND & ABOUT

 ELMSWELL  
 MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Hello Elmswell,
The most recent change has been that 
we now are back to our pre-Covid 
opening times.
This means our opening times now are
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Wednesday: 2pm – 5pm
Thursday:  10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Friday: 2pm – 5pm
Saturday: 10am – 1pm
Sunday: 10am – 3pm
We have been given the ok by national 
government to make most books 
available sooner once wiped with anti-
viral spray. This means that you should 
not have to wait as long for reserves to 
arrive at the library. This is especially 
useful for the best sellers.
Keep an eye out for Baby Bounce sessions 
restarting. To allow for more people to 
take part we are looking at holding them Miles

outside weather permitting. Elmswell 
Library Friends have very kindly donated 
some cushions which are suitable for 
outdoors and can be wiped down after 
use.
With the weather hopefully getting 
warmer we will also be bringing back 
the dog bowl outside the library so your 
dogs can have a drink during their walk.
The Elmswell Library Friends have set 
a date for their AGM which will be at 
5pm on Wednesday 14th July. They 
are looking for a new chair so please 
get in contact if you would like more 
information.
As it is Suffolk Day on 21st of June, 
the themed display will be Suffolk 
Connections. Each book in the display 
will either be a book by a Suffolk author 
or include Suffolk as a setting. The 
display includes authors such as Liz 
Trenow, Nicola Upson and Alexander 
McCall Smith.
We still have COVID-19 Self Test kits 
for people without symptoms to take at 
home. Each kit has 7 tests in it and it is a 
simple process of pop in and collect. You 
do not need to let us know in advance.
Keep up to date with what services 
are available through https://www.
suffolklibraries.co.uk/coronavirus.
See you in the library soon,

What’s on at Elmswell Library?
Baby Bounce
There will be a Baby Bounce post on 
Elmswell Library Facebook page 11am 
every Tuesday. Face to face Baby Bounce 
will start during June at on different time 
and day.
The Keep in Touch Community Café 
Cancelled until further notice.
Lego Club
Lego ideas will be posted on Facebook 
every Sunday.
Elmswell Library Friends Group AGM 
5pm on Wednesday 14th July

Opening times
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10am – 1pm  
and 2pm – 7pm
Wednesday: 2pm – 5pm
Thursday: 10am – 1pm  
and 2pm – 7pm
Friday: 2pm – 5pm
Saturday: 10am – 1pm
Sunday: 10am – 3pm

 ELMSWHEELIANS  2021
Hopefully, when you read this, we will be getting close to returning to 
normality, which will mean we can get our wheels back on the road once 
more and enjoy some group cycling.   Unbelievably our last ride was back 
in December 2019,
which seems a very long while ago. 
To remind everyone, we are an informal group of like-minded individuals 
who enjoy cycling, at a normal pace, and not for long distances.  Typically 
our rides vary between 12 and 20 miles depending upon whether we are 
doing an evening
ride or a day-time ride. 
Ride details are always published in advance in the Monthly Newsletter.
Future Rides planned are :
Thursday     1st July    (evening ride starting at 6.00 p.m.  -  12/15 miles approx.)
Thursday   15th July   (evening ride starting at 6.00 p.m.  -  12/15 miles approx.)
Friday        30th July   (evening ride starting at 6.00 p.m.  -  12/15 miles approx.)
If you are new in the village, or indeed, have lived here for a while, we always welcome new faces.  There is no membership 
and nothing to pay.  Just turn up,and join a group that will make you “feel at home”.  
We do ask, however, that you are aged 16+.   
All our rides start from Abbots Warren in Church Road, and invariably finish at “The Fox” for well-earned refreshment !!
Do come and join us. 

Contact : Trevor  Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, Elmswell.    Tel : 01359 240908
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

printdesign graphics signs

PLEASE NOTE:  All designs, artwork and work supplied remain the PROPERTY & © COPYRIGHT of Coastline Graphics until full payment has been made of the relevant invoice.

CLIENT

ITEM

Please check the following:
• All Spelling of all text is correct
• Vehicle model and year are correct
• Size, Orientation & positioning of text/graphics
• Abnormalities in the logo appearance

CLIENTCLIENT

ITEMITEM

Please check the following:
• All Spelling of all text is correct
• Vehicle model and year are correct
• Size, Orientation & positioning of text/graphics
• Abnormalities in the logo appearance• Abnormalities in the logo appearance

Tel: 01284 717760 • Fax: 01284 717761 • www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk
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ARE BETTER 
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ORDER ONLINE AT 
JEWSON.CO.UK
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FROM A CHAIRMAN’S 
PERSPECTIVE.....

Every summer brings changes to football clubs. 
Two seasons ago, Elmswell FC put faith in two 
young fellas, Jed Hughes & Will Crocker, as new 
first team managers. Covid had a big impact 
on both seasons. Although both seasons were 
finished prematurely due to Covid, the two fellas, 
with the help of Warren Taylor-Holt, gained 
promotion last season and took the team to the 
final of the Suffolk FA Primary Cup and this year 
to second place in Div.2 - as Chairman I’d like 
to thank them for their efforts and results. For 
different reasons the three lads have moved on 
to new challenges and I’d like to wish them well.

We cannot wait for next season to start and are 
excited to once again place the Elmswell FC 
First Team in the capable hands of a young and 
enthusiastic management team - Tom Fisher, 
Jake Hayhoe and Julian Castell.

For young fellas these three lads have a wealth of 
football experience and also an exciting array of 
top quality footballers keen to join the journey 
and take Elmswell FC to the next level.

The fellas have a great network of support, and 
we all cannot wait for the season to begin - 
watch this space!

Shaun Pratt 
Club Chairman

TOMLINSON GROUNDCARE 

Strimmers, hedge cutters, blowers, chainsaws etc

Garden tools, paddock &
 turf machinery

Service & repair all makes

Horticultural & Garden Machinery Suppliers

Sales   Service   Parts   Repairs   Toys

Ride on mowers from £1599 inc vat

Walk behind petrol & battery mowers from £199 inc vat

Set in over 20 acres - Try before you buy

Established in Buxhall since 1991 - We hope to see you soon

Brettenham Road, Buxhall,  Stowmarket  IP14 3DL

01449 736060  www.tomlinsongroundcare.co.uk
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

YOU COULD 
SUPPORT ELMSWELL 

FOOTBALL CLUB 
- PLACE YOUR 
ADVERT HERE

PLEASE CONTACT  
SHAUN  

07494 864 231

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Firstly, I’d just like to thank the outgoing First Team guys for their efforts 
and achievements over the last couple of years, welcome the new lads 
in and wish all of them all the best.
The Reserves started May with an away game at Bury Rams, a fixture 
that has historically seen lots of goals, and this was to be no exception. 
We dominated for large spells of the game but missed several chances 
to go ahead before we finally broke the deadlock. Once the flood gates 
opened we played with more confidence and ended up 2-5 winners with 
goals from Romaine Scott, Jai Parrish and a hat-trick from Ryan Mannell.
Next up was Haverhill Town Blue in the fourth round of the Primary 
Cup. They play in the Cambridge League so we didn’t know much 
about them except that they were top of their division. From the very 
start of the game it was clear that they were a decent side and that we 
were in for a tough game. The lads responded well though, putting in 
their best performance of the season. Haverhill got round the back of 
us and finished nicely from the cross fairly early on. We fought back 
and equalised through a nice move finished by Andy Brookin. Haverhill 
again made the most of a space left behind us and emphatically volleyed 
themselves into the lead. Andy Brookin was very unlucky not to score 
again having two attempts cleared off the line in a matter of seconds. 
Some fresh legs in midfield kept up the green pressure and we finally 
drew level as Romaine Scott ran on to a long diagonal ball over the top 
and slotted home with aplomb. No extra time, so it went to straight 
penalties. Their keeper managed to save two penalties. With only Jai 
Parrish scoring for us we flopped out of the cup 1-4 not even getting 
the chance to take out last pen. A sad ending after such a brilliant 
performance for 90mins.
Our last game of the season was home to Kesgrave ’A’. It was a funny old 
game, maybe not helped by our exit from the cup the previous week. 
We missed some early chances and had two stone wall penalties turned 
down while Kesgrave took their chances to pull ahead. A hat trick from 
Aidan Ashton and a goal from Chris Couves put us 4-3 ahead before 
Kesgrave were gifted the softest penalty ever to level the score early in 
the second half. The game was abandoned shortly after as a Kesgrave 
player dislocated his knee and was whisked off in an ambulance; 
fortunately no serious permanent damage was done and the young 
lad should make a quick recovery.
It was a strange end to the season but we’ll take the great cup 
performance into next season and look to crack on from there. I’d like 
to thank Rich Adlington, who has been Assistant Manager these last two 
years, for all his help and support over this strange time. He is stepping 
down to concentrate on his goal keeping. We are also sadly saying 
goodbye to two club legends. Goal scoring animal for around a decade, 
Paul Cable, and Steven ‘Hoff’ Reid who has been with us even longer 
and has proudly held pretty much every role at the club in his time. 
Have a great Summer and we’ll see you all up Grove Lane for pre-season 
before you know it!!?
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www.clarkesofwalsham.co.uk 

The Street • Walsham-le-Willows • Bury St Edmunds • IP31 3BA    Pannington Hall Lane • Wherstead • Ipswich •  IP9 2AR   

Clarkes of Walsham at Jimmy's Farm Clarkes of Walsham Limited  

Open 7 Days a weekMonday - Friday:  7.30am - 5.15pm   Saturday: 8am - 4pm

BUILDING MATERIALS  

CLICK BUY IN STORECALL

EQUESTRIAN PRODUCTS 

GARDENING PRODUCTS 

01359 259 259

COUNTRY CLOTHING  

FENCING SUPPLIES POWER TOOLS

SHOOTING SUPPLIES

Suppliers & Manufacturers Agricultural, Retail & Building Materials  

ANIMAL FEED

A&C A&C 
FENCING, FENCING, 

GARDENING & PATIOSGARDENING & PATIOS

No obligation quotes

Contact Andy
01449 403050   077487 85197
wade.andrew63@gmail.com

All fencing supplied and erected
All garden work...regular maintenance or one-off

• Grass cutting up to 3½ acres
• Garden Clearance

•  Tree Felling   •  Stump Grinding
•  Concrete bases laid   •  Sheds erected

•  Turf Laying   •  Artificial Turf
•  Driveways  • Pressure Washing

•  Garden machines serviced and repaired
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All aspects of tree 
surgery, landscaping 

and fencing 
undertaken 

 
 

 
 
 

Visit our website for information about our company and the work we do 

www.wjarvistreeservices.co.uk 

C 
 all for a free estimate & advice T: 01359 241958 M: 07891208710 M: 07850046504

 E: office@waynejarvisandson.co.uk 

Fully insured, 24hr 
call out, council 

approved contractor 
and over 35 years in 

the industry 
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    T.P. Services 
 

 

UPV-c Window & Door 
Repairs 

 

Sealed Units, Hinges, 
Locks, Handles, Letter Boxes 

 
Over 30 years’ 

experience,       free 
quotations 

 

Contact: Tom 
Mob: 07957 098118 

Email: tpservices65@gmail.com  
 

 

Is your 
club, 
society or 
charity in 
need 
of PRINT?

call Jason  
on 01473 652354
jason@printingforpleasure.co.uk

Printing for Pleasure Ltd  
Elder House | Chattisham
Ipswich | Suffolk | IP8 3QE   
www.printingforpleasure.co.uk

01359 234444 |allhomes.uk.com | mail@allhomes.uk.com

Unlock your dream home this year. With 
our professional and personal approach, 
we will ensure all the right doors are open.

OPENING ALL THE RIGHT DOORS!

AllHomes_AprilShowers.indd   2AllHomes_AprilShowers.indd   2 02/02/2021   14:2302/02/2021   14:23
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Minerals make healthy skin and strong bones and teeth. 

Vitamins help your body stay healthy and fight disease. 

The best drinks for children are water and milk as they will not damage teeth. 

You should eat a variety of 5 fruits or vegetables every day! 

   CHILDRENS PAGE

This page sponsored by

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Minerals make healthy skin and strong bones and teeth. 

Vitamins help your body stay healthy and fight disease. 

The best drinks for children are water and milk as they will not damage teeth. 

You should eat a variety of 5 fruits or vegetables every day! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rice Cake Faces!  

Why not make your very own fun and healthy rice 
cakes! All you need is rice cakes, fruit of choice and 
a spread. Get creative and see what fun faces and 

patterns you can make! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Minerals make healthy skin and strong bones and teeth. 

Vitamins help your body stay healthy and fight disease. 

The best drinks for children are water and milk as they will not damage teeth. 

You should eat a variety of 5 fruits or vegetables every day! 

Minerals make healthy skin and strong bones and teeth.
Vitamins help your body stay healthy and fight disease.

The best drinks for children are water and milk  
as they will not damage teeth.

You should eat a variety of 5 fruits or vegetables every day!

Rice Cake  
Faces! 

Why not make your very 
own fun and healthy 
rice cakes! All you need 
is rice cakes, fruit of 
choice and a spread. 
Get creative and see 
what fun faces and 
patterns you can make!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Minerals make healthy skin and strong bones and teeth. 

Vitamins help your body stay healthy and fight disease. 

The best drinks for children are water and milk as they will not damage teeth. 

You should eat a variety of 5 fruits or vegetables every day! 
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  ELMSWELL SPORT

 ELMSWELL FOX BOWLS CLUB
Guess what? I have some actual match 
reports to write this month! And you 
thought it would never happen although, 
given the weather we have had, it nearly 
didn’t.

Our  recent  adventures  inc lude 
Friendlies away to Hengrave, which we 
lost narrowly, away to Coney Weston, 
where we lost quite marginally, and 
home to Hengrave, which was quite 
close but nobody was really bothered 
about the score as, with all of these, it 
was about brushing off the cobwebs 
and renewing old acquaintances. The 
League matches started in earnest with 
a Monday afternoon away match at 
Stanton who had a certain ‘Bert’ Royal 
playing for them. My apologies to all 
newcomers but older village residents 
will have taken their motor vehicles to 
him for repair and servicing for many 

years. We lost heavily in our first match 
up in Division 1 and I sense that there 
may be more similar results to come! It 
was a convivial and enjoyable game in 
good company so it was unfortunate but 
no tragedy.

The Thursday team fared far better in 
their opening league match with a 5-2 
win at home to Walsham le Willows, who 
fielded our Neil Smart, turning out for his 
home village. Neil came to us in 2014 
when he lived here but joined Walsham 
when he moved there. This is permissible 
as long as you play in different leagues 
for each team, as do several of our club 
members.

With the weather being so wintery the 
green, which is traditionally heavy, is 
bowling even slower than usual making 
it difficult for many players, particularly, 

but not exclusively, the ladies to bowl any 
great distance. Greenkeeper Dick Burch 
has plans to change this state of affairs 
which have long begun but it will be a 
long, slow process. A simple solution 
would be for the weather to improve 
so, if anyone has a hot-line to someone 
who could help, do feel free to intercede! 
We won’t be the only ones who would 
appreciate it.

This month’s photos show a typical no-
dress-code roll-up and Neil, playing for 
us this time , vs Hengrave with Jenny 
watching  Chris about to bowl on the 
further rink.

Peter Edmonds
E.F.B.C.

07860 395720
edmondspeterj@gmail.com

LIVE BEE REMOVAL

www.pghbeegone.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds
sales@pghbeegone.co.uk

For Homes & Businesses

HM The Queen & Peter Higgs from PGH 
Beegone discussing how we rescue bees

• Fast response  
guaranteed

• Expert in all species
• Stop pests returning

MEET YOUR PEST CONTROL AND HONEYBEE EXPERT

• Dirty loft insulation 
clearance

• Bird proofing
• Rodent proofing
• Woodworm

DAVID HASLER 
Your Live Honeybee

Removal & Pest Expert

SPECIAL OFFER
FREE survey for any 

of the below
- call & quote code PBFBSE1

Bury-St-Edmunds and surrounding areas

Passionate about reducing pesticide use and saving bees
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The Old Police House,
Cooks Road, Elmswell,

Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP30 9DB.

Tel: 0345 271 3245 

Worried about Savings?
Let our team of nancial advisers help you to get the 
most from your savings and investments.

Confused about your pension?
We would be happy to discuss the options available 
for your retirement planning.

Want to protect your family or income or 
mortgage and loan?
We are here to advise on the right solutions for your 
budget. 

Mortgages?
For a competitive mortgage, we have advisers to assist 
with that purchase or remortgage.

Equity Release 
We have advisers able to assist you with this area of 
advice. 

Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and 
can affect your eligibility for means tested benets.
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We make it 

Clear Financial Services is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Ltd.
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

A pension is a long term investment

Clear Financial
Services
(UK) Ltd

The Railway Station,  
Station Road, Elmswell, 

Bury St Edmunds,  
Suffolk, IP30 9HA 
Tel: 01359 242555 

elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk 

Travel Stop has 30 years experience as your local travel 
agent. We can find the perfect holiday for you. 

 

ATOL / ABTA protected. 
 

Find us on the Elmswell Railway Station platform 

 

We are open for appointments during normal 
office hours,  

by telephone on 01359 242555  
or by email elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk 
We will be here whenever you need us.   

 
 
 
 
 

Be part of the solution and take one step towards reducing your 
plastic waste. 

Try our zero and low waste refilling station for eco-friendly and 
vegan household cleaning liquids and hair and body products. 

Buy what you need without unnecessary packaging. 

Household Cleaning 
We have a wide range of eco-friendly, cruelty-free, biodegradable and 

phosphate-free detergents for your home. All of our bulk buy containers are 
sent back to our suppliers to be refilled, not sent to landfill. 

Bath and Body 
Eco-friendly shampoo, conditioner and body wash refills. We stock a large 

range of solid bars from body wash and shampoo bars to shaving and 
dishwashing bars as well as eco bath bombs, natural toothpaste and 

deodorants, eco-friendly toothbrushes, and lots more. 

Bring your own containers to fill or purchase an eco bottle 
or pouch that you can use again and again.  
Come and see us at Wesley on 

Thursday June 17th 11.30 – 1.00 
and help reduce single use plastics. 

Choose 
Refills 
Make the change  
Refill not landfill 

Mobile Refill Shop 

 NATIONAL CLEAN AIR DAY
Surrounded by the Suffolk countryside it's easy to assume we are breathing clean air.  
But even here, in a village, we have our pollution hot spots. Traffic queuing for the 
railway gates, car engines running outside the Mace or parked-up at the Co-op or 
outside school.  High and increasing volumes of traffic through the village... all emitting 
toxic fumes and micro-particles, which we all breathe in – and  babies in buggies and 
children walking, biking or scooting, are closer to the exhaust pipes, so breathe more in.

Why does it matter? Because around 36,000 people in the UK die as a result of air 
pollution every year. An average of 3 people a day die in the UK from asthma alone. 
The long term effects on our bodies include heart disease, lung cancer, and respiratory 
diseases such as asthma and emphysema. Air pollution can also cause long-term 
damage to people's nerves, brain, kidneys, liver, and other organs. Babies and children 
are particularly vulnerable, and some scientists suspect air pollutants, known to cross 
the placenta, cause birth defects.

What can we do about it? As well as the clear and urgent need to reduce global 
emissions, what about air pollution in our local area? 

Walk, bike, scoot or skip where possible, rather than driving. If you must drive, for 
example, to school, could you park at some distance and walk the last ten minutes to 
gain exercise and reduce traffic where children are queuing? 

AND...TURN YOUR ENGINE OFF 
*  Modern cars do not need the engine to be kept on, in order to maintain temperature, use the radio, keep warm air circulating 

or avoid damage to any components. 

*  Any time you are stationary for longer than ten seconds, it is more fuel efficient to switch off and back on again. 

*  Idling uses 20 times more fuel than driving at 32mph.

*  Idling creates around 150 party balloons-worth of exhaust emissions every minute. 

This June 17th, what could you do to improve the air around Elmswell? A poster in your window? Raise the topic in conversation 
with a neighbour? If you have further ideas to help us improve as a village, ping an email to elmswildflowers@gmail.com

Way to go…
Elmswell’s monthly footpath walks resume on footpaths in 
and around the village …4 miles maximum – easy walking, 
everyone welcome, dogs on leads please .  All walks start 
from the village sign on Crown Mill – first date back  

MEET AT THE 
VILLAGE SIGN 
SUNDAY 11TH 
JULY  11.00AM
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 FROM THE ELMSWELL ARCHIVE

ELMSWELL ARCHIVE
Enquiries and offers of material to be stored in the new archive room at Blackbourne included an approach from David an Mary Black who 
would be pleased to get in contact with anyone who was working there in Ken Crook’s time, and to know if Ray Leeks is still about.

Contact David & Mary Black at harpsfield@blacksnet.net

The Archive confirms that, on  
30th June 1911, ‘a large assembly 
of people’ gathered with the 
Marchioness of Bristol to lay 
the foundation stone of the 
St Edmundsbury Co-operative 
Bacon Factory on five and a 
half acres of land, ‘situate 
quite close to the Great Eastern 
Railway line’.
That stone now marks the access 
to the recently constructed 190 
house estate, unaccountably 
and very temporarily labelled 
‘Kingsbrook Place’, with another 
65 coming soon.

David writes:
The Black family had a long connection with 
the old Elmswell Bacon Factory. My father 
started keeping pigs a hundred years ago 
and decided early  on that he would produce 
bacon pigs and market them through the 
factory. His father, my Grandfather, David 
Black, became interested in the business 
side of the factory, and when he started 
asking probing questions at the annual 
meeting promptly got appointed to the 
management committee. Two years later 
in 1926 he was elected chairman, a post he 
held until he was appointed as first manager 
of the Pigs Marketing Board in 1934.P

The number of pigs that we produced 
gradually increased, though with a hiccough 
during the war years, until we were supplying 
up to 40% of the pigs processed at 

Elmswell. My first visit was shortly after I 
left school. The heat and the smell in the 
slaughter hall was nearly overpowering, 
but I was most interested to see the way 
the pig was transformed into sides to 
go into the curing tank to come out 
as bacon four weeks later. The sides 
were sold as such to the butcher who 
was the person who cut them up to 
suit his customers. It was with the 
advent of the supermarkets that the 
factory seriously started prepacking. 
I was involved with discussion and 
developments we had with M & 
S and other supermarkets over 
more than ten years, but it was the 
associated costs that eventually led to 
amalgamations and concentration of 
processing plants and the demise of 
so many, Elmswell included.
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  ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS - 17th May 2021

Chairman’s Report
Council’s Annual Meeting in 2020 
was conducted on-line as were the 
June, January, February, March and 
April Ordinary meetings. Taking 
advantage of the relaxation of 
constraints in July, September, 
October, and December ,  meetings 
were ‘hybridised’, the face-to-
face socially-distanced gathering 
being accessible and join-able 
on line. There was no meeting in 
November. 

Despite the difficulties presented by 
the pandemic constraints, Council 
business has been properly and 
thoroughly conducted.  Difficulties 
have generally been the result 
of other agencies experiencing 
problems in adapting to new ways 
of working.  The Clerk’s office has 
remained  open throughout and 
service to the public regarding the 
frequent and all-important issues 
raised by residents of speeding 
traffic, dog fouling, fly tipping, 
potholes etc has continued with no 
drop in efficiency or effectiveness.

B e y o n d  t h e  d a y - t o - d a y, 
considerable progress has been 
achieved on the village’s ‘big ticket’ 
items, such that:

Wesley has been built-out, kitted 
out and briefly opened up to 
general acclaim with normal service 
gradually returning as of 17th May 
and with a formal opening graced 
by Jo Churchill MP looking likely, 
at last, on 9th July.

Elmswell Tavern is now securely 
on the way to becoming our 
community pub with a refreshing 
input of new energy and vast 
expertise within the newly formed 
Elmswell Community Enterprise 
Limited.  An architect should be 
appointed early in June and several 
related strands of activity by way of 
surveys etc look to ensure a swift 
process towards issuing shares and 
starting the physical build.

The most recent extension at 
Blackbourne has provided more 
office space and storage together 
with a Village Archive where the 
past will be safely retained and  
made accessible for the future.  
The new elevation created by 

these works removes the initially 
temporary timber façade which 
has stood since 1998 and replaces 
it with an impressive brick structure 
better reflecting the status of 
Blackbourne which, in those 20+ 
years, has become established as 
a premier facility for a wide range 
of community activity across the 
village, the District and beyond.

The dénouement is with us, after 
some 24 years of waiting, on an 
offer from developers Stan and 
Ian Turner of extra acreage for 
community use at Blackbourne.  
Some 6 acres immediately adjacent 
to the site at Blackbourne Meadow 
are secured and, once certain 
immediate issues are ironed 
out with the adjacent property 
development at White House 
Farm, the Blackbourne & Wesley 
Management Association will be 
asked to consult with members 
and other user groups towards 
proposals for the best use of the 
extra space.

Behind these headlines, Councillors 
have fought the village’s corner 
with limited success in trying to 
soften the blows raining upon 
us, as in other communities, 
from the relentless Government 
pressure for housing, regardless of 
community.  65 houses proposed 
to be added to the existing Bacon 
Factory development were refused 
Permission but this was eventually 
granted, effectively under threat 
of an Appeal.  The outlandish 
proposal for 120 dwellings at 
Haughley Park   which would 
have relied heavily on Elmswell 
infrastructure and resources was 
defeated at Appeal with the 
EPC input key to the decision.  
Important access concessions 
were negotiated in the Permission 
for 85 houses on land adjacent to 
School, Avenue accessed from the 
already dangerous School Road, 
but it has to be said that this is little 
comfort against the imposition of 
this development which brings 
our rolling total of new houses to 
some 800 since the beginning of 
the build-out of the Bacon Factory 
site in 2017.

At the all-important  grass roots 
level, Council has upgraded the 
Speed Indicator Devices so that 
we now have 2 units, both solar 
powered, has upgraded 4 street 
lights and installed an electricity 
supply pillar at Crown Mill for the 
proposed provision of a Christmas 
tree in conjunction with the Elmswell 
Gardening Club, refurbished the 
play area at Blackbourne, assisted 
the ElmsWild Group to take on 
stewardship of the Poor’s Land 
Charity holding at Town Field,  and 
agreed to fund what is hoped to 
be the last lap in the production 
of our Neighbourhood Plan by 
securing the skilled, experienced, 
professional help of Ian Poole to 
help mould the work done thus far 
into an acceptable document for 
examination.

Looking back on my report to 
the 2020 Annual Meeting, when 
I looked forward to progress, ‘as 
normality slowly returns’, I will 
make no predictions here other 
than that, however strange are 
the circumstances of the next 
12 months,  I think that Elmswell 
can rely on its Parish Council to 
maintain its service to the village 
and to continue to punch above 
its weight in terms of community 
development.

My thanks for the help and support 
of Councillors during the year and 
for the ever-present Clerk’s office 
for helping guide Council through 
what has been a challenging 12 
months.

Cllr Fred Pallett 
17.05.2021 
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  ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS - 17th May 2021

Mid Suffolk District Councillors’ Annual Report (2020/21)
Governance
Due to the Covid 19 emergency, there 
were no Council meetings from 23 
March 2020 until the new Government 
legislation to allow virtual meetings was 
approved in May. Council staff have been 
working from home where possible and 
all Council and committee meetings are 
currently being conducted virtually using 
the Teams platform.

The Annual Council meeting was 
deferred until September.  The Green 
Party councillors formed a political group 
with the Liberal Democrat councillors, so 
we now form 50% of the total number of 
councillors.  The chair or the Council is 
from the Conservative and Independent 
group.

Budget and investments
The COVID pandemic is continuing to 
have a financial impact on the Council’s 
budget.  There are already losses of 
approximately £1M with projected losses 
of a further £1M during 2021/22.  The 
Government has provided support but 
not sufficient to cover all the losses.  

Despite having about £10M in reserves 
the Council increased Council Tax by 
1.66%. It has been agreed that £4M of 
the reserves are to be allocated to the 
following departments Communities, 
Housing, Economy and Well-being.

The new rules about PWLB loans for the 
‘invest to save’ scheme, have not halted 
the current round of acquisitions, but in 
future the Council will have to fund such 
activities in other ways.

Climate Change  
and Biodiversity
The Climate Change working group 
made a number of proposals to Council, 
including projects such as Solar Carport 
at the Mid Suffolk Leisure centre site.  
Work is also underway at the leisure 
centres to reduce the carbon footprint.  
The waste fleet are to be converted 
to use biodiesel fuel.  There is to be a 
biodiversity mapping project across the 
district and the public realm team to 
are hoping to work with parish councils 
to promote more tree and hedgerow 
planting.

Housing
Council housing rents are set to increase 
by CPI+1%, which is on average £1.25 
increase per week.  Garage rents are to 
remain the same.  Sheltered housing 
service charges are to increase by £1 
per week, and sheltered housing are to 
remain the same as last year.  In principle 
‘right-to-buy’ receipts are to be retained 
for use to develop and acquire new 
council dwellings.

There is a programme of decarbonising 
Council dwellings. This year (20/21) 62 
Air Source Heat pumps, 169 boilers have 
been installed in Council properties and 
there are a further 200 planned boiler 
installations over next year at a cost of 
£1.8m.  A pilot project in Harleston in 
underway to test various schemes to find 
out the most suitable approach for our 
housing stock.

Planning
The Regulation 19 Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk Joint Local Plan was agreed by 
both Councils and is now awaiting a 
response from the Planning Inspectorate.  
It is hoped that this will be able to 
proceed to adoption this year.

Development in the village has continued 
apace throughout the pandemic.  
Construction commenced on the Crest 
Nicholson site on Wetherden Road 
and many homes are now occupied. 
Amendments to the original application 
were made to increase the number of 
dwellings and reduce the size of others.  
Construction has also recently begun on 
both the 106 dwellings on Ashfield Road 
and the 60 dwellings at Borley Crescent.

Now that the f irst phase of 190 
dwellings at the Bacon Factory is close 
to completion an outline application was 
made for a further 65 houses to the west. 
This was eventually granted in January 
2021.  Further small scale developments 
have been approved east of White 
House Barns and along Grove Lane. The 
application for 9 dwellings at the end of 
Oak Lane was amended to a smaller area 
to avoid providing any affordable homes. 

Supporting the community
Many community groups have struggled 
during the pandemic, but we were 
pleased to support the following 
organisations in Elmswell with our locality 
budget this year.

Elmswell Girl Guiding

Elmswell Scout Group

Elmswell History Group

Elmswild

Elmswell Parish Council

Community grants of over £150k have 
been awarded to community projects 
throughout the district as well as £100k 
specifically targeted at COVID related 
support groups.

Due to the COVID pandemic MSDC 
officers are working with SCC officers and 
Woolpit Health Centre to bring forward 
the construction of the car park on the 
Old Stowmarket Road development in 
Woolpit in order to assist with the roll out 
of the COVID vaccination programme.  
An application for CIL funding is due to 
be made for this project.

Mid Suffolk District Council information 
is available via www.midsuffolk.gov.uk or 
by phone 0300 123 4000 

We would like to thank the Parish Council 
for all their work done throughout the 
year.

Sarah Mansel

Mid Suffolk District Councillor –  
Elmswell and Woolpit Ward

Email:  sarah.mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Phone: 07860 829517

Helen Geake

Mid Suffolk District Councillor – 
 Elmswell and Woolpit Ward

Email:  helen.geake@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Phone:  07548 154300
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Thedwastre North 
What a year this has been

Traditionally I look back at the 
previous year and see what has been 
happening and maybe look forward 
to the next year.

This time last year the country had 
been in lockdown for just over a 
month and we were enjoying some 
lovely weather.  For some there was 
enforced ‘holiday’ – while on furlough 
from their normal employment, or 
in some cases ‘let go’.  Others were 
‘shielding’ and not allowed to go 
out.  In this area we were lucky to 
have lovely countryside for people 
to walk in.  

Suffolk County Council introduced 
the Tribe app – so that people in 
the country could sign up to help 
others in their area.  I signed up but 
was never contacted.  By far the 
most efficient systems were those 
introduced at a local level.  The 
Parish Council, the church and other 
volunteer groups in our villages leapt 
into action to make sure that the 
vulnerable were located and looked 
after.  Many groups were set up 
around the area, some on a formal 
footing, others less so.  In this year 
we have seen many new friendships 
formed and a greater community 
involvement for the community 
good. 

A group of people that are often 
over-looked are those who have 
kept working throughout – the shop 
workers, care staff, delivery drivers, 
emergency crews and admin staff.  
Many admin workers have worked 
from home and have tried to maintain 
a professional manner while dogs 
are barking and children are playing 
in the background.  There are many 
funny stories about things going on in 
the background of online meetings.

With less traffic on the roads that did 
not stop the work of Suffolk Highways 
– it did mean that they had to work in 
a different way.  This will have been 
seen when two or three vehicles 
turned up to do a repair.  Social 
distancing meant that the vans could 
not be full of people – often there 
was only one person per vehicle.  This 
had led to some adverse comments 
but most people understood why.

The majority of people in the 
Thedwastre North division are 
under the care of the Woolpit 
Health Centre.  They have received 
national recognition for the ‘drive 
through’ Covid vaccination clinics 
and deservedly so.  The doctors 
acknowledge that it could not have 
been done without the support of 
local businesses and the army of 40 
or so volunteers.   

There are so many people and 
organisations to thank for getting 
us through this incredible year and I 
cannot name them all.

Many thanks for the work of Parish 
Council members and the Parish 
Clerks

To be a parish councillor can be a 
thankless task.  So I wish to record 
my grateful thanks to all those people 
who have devoted many hours to 
reading through agenda’s, minutes, 
planning documents, other letters 
and correspondence in order to make 
a difference to their communities.  

My thanks also go to the parish clerks 
who have kept me informed of issues 
arising when I have not been able 
to be at the meetings in person, or 
on Zoom.

And finally from me….

It has been my great honour and 
privilege to serve the people of 
Elmswell and Woolpit since 2002 as 
the councillor for Thedwastre South 
and then all the other villages as 
the councillor for Thedwastre North 
since 2005.  There have been many 
challenges and accomplishments 
but my regret is that I never got the 
Northern by-pass for Elmswell.

Jane Storey

Thedwastre North, May 2021

Thedwastre  
North Division 
Andy Mellen – new 
County Councillor 
In the elections on May 6th, I was very pleased 
to be elected as the County Councillor for 
Thedwastre North Division, which includes 
villages from Finningham across to Woolpit.  I 
stood for the Green Party, but I am very aware 
that many people voted for other candidates.  
I will do my best to try and represent everyone 
over the next four years, and a big part of that 
is listening to your concerns and finding ways 
to respond and help.

I will always try to attend Parish Council 
meetings, and can be contacted by phone or 
e-mail, details below.

I would like to pay tribute to my predecessor, 
Councillor Jane Storey, who was your County 
Councillor for the past 19 years.  Politics can 
be a brutal business and there are winners 
and losers, but Jane has been magnanimous, 
kind and helpful, and has given me extensive 
handover notes on local issues.

At the Council the Conservatives now hold 
55 seats, a large majority, and will therefore 
continue to run the administration.  We nine 
Greens have joined with four Liberal Democrat 
and two Independent Councillors to form 
the formal opposition, with the five Labour 
Councillors forming another small group.  
The overall picture is difficult: Suffolk County 
Council has seen its funding from central 
government reduced markedly in recent 
years, yet is still required to provide services 
to residents.  I will do my best to ensure that 
the Council works for you.  If you think I can 
help, please get in touch.

Councillor Andy Mellen

01449 782971

andy.mellen@suffolk.gov.uk

  ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS - 17th May 2021
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 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORT - May 2021
The May meeting of the Parish Council is the Annual Meeting – a sort of AGM with other business attached, including the election of 
officers and representatives. Restrictions which have, for some months, barred face-to-face meetings of Local councils having been 
lifted, it was held in the Chamberlayne Hall at Blackbourne on Monday 17th  with 9 councillors present, along with the Parish Clerk, 
newly-elected SCC Ward Member Andy Mellen and District Councillor Sarah Mansel together with 6 members of the public.

This report is compiled from that meeting by the Parish Clerk and edited by the Council’s Editorial Board which is made up of  the 
Council Chairman, the Council Vice-chairman and one other Member elected by the Council.  It seeks to cover some of the more 
interesting or significant items thought to deserve wider public attention. Included, where appropriate, are matters reported to the 
meeting by external bodies such as the County and District Council Ward Members or as raised at the meeting by members of the 
public.  Further background and reference to subsequent events are included where relevant.  The various Annual Reports as tabled 
at the meeting are printed elsewhere in this Newsletter.

The Minutes of recent Parish Council meetings and Committee meetings, together with the agenda for the next meeting, when published, 
are available on line at elmswell.suffolk.cloud  and from the Parish Clerk by arrangement.  Bound copies of older Minutes are lodged 
in the Village Archive at Blackbourne and with the Suffolk County Records Office in Bury St. Edmunds.  The most recent Minutes, 
from the 22nd  April Ordinary Council meeting, as approved at this meeting, are posted in the community notice board at the Co-op.

Election of Officers and post holders     
Cllr Fred Pallett was elected Chairman 
of Council for the coming year and Cllr 
David Barker was elected to the post of 
Vice chairman.  Cllr Hancock agreed to 
take on the role of Footpath Officer under 
the tutelage of Cllr Burch who  is seeking 
to retire, whilst Cllr Friend continues as 
Transport Officer.  The 4 appointees to the 
Poor’s Land Charity were confirmed as Mrs 
Linda Waspe, Cllrs Burch and Pallett and 
the Parish Clerk, Peter Dow.  The BWMA 
representatives, Cllrs Burch, Hancock and 
Shaw, continue to serve.  Ms Ann Richards 
remains the liaison with the NHS West 
Suffolk Clinical Commissioning Group 
and Cllr Shaw joins Cllr Schofield on the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group as 
it enters the latter stages of their due 
process with the professional adviser Ian 
Poole taking responsibility for formulating 
a final draft document. Cllr Hancock 
agreed to replace Cllr Friend who stood 
down as the Council’s representative on 
the Elmswell Amenities Association.  Cllr 
Sue Roots was confirmed as the third 
member of the Council’s Newsletter 
Report Editorial Board where she joins 
the Chairman and Vice chairman.

Reports   Written reports were received 
from the Council Chairman for the year 
2020/2021 together with reports on the 
year’s activities from Ward Members.  
These reports are published elsewhere 
in this Newsletter.  It was noted that, as 
neither the Planning Committee, nor the  
standing Complaints Committee had 
met during the year, neither presented 
a report.

Accounts   The Clerk’s office prepares 
an annual Statement of the Accounts 
for the year ended 31st March.  These 
include the Balance Sheet, the Assets 
Register which lists everything that the 
Council owns and notes disposals and 
acquisitions together with the original 
costs and current values, a fully itemised 
report on income and expenditure over 
the year and a Supporting Statement 
which outlines the current financial 
commitments.  Approval of this Statement 
forms a key element of the Governance 
Statement made to the external auditor 
for approval.  The Statement of Accounts 
was unanimously approved.

Annual Return   The Council’s external 
auditor is appointed by the Government 
and requires an annual statement 
confirming that Councillors, aware of 
the financial and governance processes 
and procedure which are in place and 
having had free access to all accounting 
and other relevant documentation over 
the year, confirm their approval of the 
Clerk’s Accounting Statement and Annual 
Governance Statement.  Approval was 
formally given and minuted and the 
Chairman and Clerk were authorised 
to sign the relevant documents which 
now go to the External Auditor,  Messrs 
PKF Littlejohn.  All of the documents are 
available for public inspection at any time 
by arrangement with the Clerk.  A formal 
period for inspection will be advertised 
between 14th June  and 23rd  July.  
They are also published on the Council’s 
website.

Risk Assessments   A schedule of Risk 
Assessments covering all aspects of 
the Council’s responsibilities, including 
Financial Risk, was published and the 
Meeting approved this comprehensive 
document  as representing a proper 
assessment of the risks and demonstrating 
their appropriate management.

Internal Audit   The Council annually 
appoints an independent  professional 
internal auditor to examine and report on 
the finances, processes and procedures 
which have been maintained for the 
previous financial year.  The 2020/2021 
audit was carried out by Heelis & Lodge 
and their Report was received by Council.  
It was formally noted and minuted that 
the accounts and other documentation 
were well presented for audit purposes 
with no comments or recommendations 
made which required other than minor 
procedural actions, since implemented.

Committee memberships   The Council 
has 2 standing committees.  The Planning 
Committee exists to allow for the 
consideration of Planning applications 
when the timetable required by Mid 
Suffolk, the Planning Authority, cannot 
be met within the framework of Council 
meetings.  The Committee did not 
have to meet last year.  The Complaints 
Committee meets when required to 
deal with complaints about the Council 

from members of the public.  This 
Committee has not met since 2008.  
Mid Suffolk District Council   Cllrs 
Sarah Mansel & Helen Geake tabled 
a written report on the past month’s 
BMSDC activities which included two 
green initiatives,  a solar carport with 
battery storage and electric vehicle 
charging points at Mid Suffolk Leisure 
Centre which facility will also benefit 
from a Government carbon-saving 
grant funding solar photovoltaic  
panels and air source heat pumps. 
Suffolk County Council   Newly elected 
Ward Member Cllr Andy Mellen tabled 
a written report expressing his pleasure 
that, having stood for the Green Party, 
he had been  elected as the County 
Councillor for Thedwastre North Division, 
which includes villages from Finningham 
across to Woolpit.  He undertook to do 
his best to try and represent everyone 
over the next four years and suggested 
that a big part of that process is listening 
to concerns and finding ways to respond 
and help.

In paying tribute to his predecessor, 
Councillor Jane Storey, who was the Ward 
County Councillor for the past 19 years, 
he suggested that politics can be a brutal 
business and there are winners and losers, 
but that Jane has been magnanimous, 
kind and helpful, and had made available  
extensive handover notes on local issues.

At SCC, the Conservatives now hold 55 
seats, a large majority, and will therefore 
continue to run the administration.  
The nine Greens have joined with four 
Liberal Democrat and two Independent 
Councillors to form the official opposition, 
with the five Labour Councillors forming 
another small group.  The overall picture 
is difficult: Suffolk County Council has 
seen its funding from central government 
reduced markedly in recent years yet 
is still required to provide services to 
residents.  

New land at Blackbourne   The Clerk 
reported to the Meeting that work towards 
fencing and hedging the boundary of the 
6 acres of land recently gifted to the 
village by Stan & Ian Turner, the original 
developers of the Blackbourne estate, 
is delayed pending the outcome of 
negotiations with the adjacent developer, 
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Matthew Homes,  who have started their 
106-house project on the adjacent site 
and have carried out extensive drainage 
infrastructure works on the village’s land 
without the required consultation or 
approval.  Professional advice is being 
taken towards an acceptable drainage 
solution and the reinstatement of the 
village land.   The eventual use of the 
much-needed extra space, which offers 
the opportunity for re-shaping the formal 
and informal recreation greenspace on 
Blackbourne Meadow, will be the subject 
of advice to the Parish Council from the 
Blackbourne & Wesley Management 
Association.  

Elmswell Tavern  The monthly report 
from the Clerk included an up-date on 
the progress of Elmswell Community 
Enterprise Limited, the Community 
Benefit Society  established to take 
forward the development of the Railway 
Tavern as a community pub.  With advice 
from the Plunkett Foundation, who have 
granted a bursary of £2,500.00 towards 
initial setting-up costs, and following 
the well-established pattern of many 
successful community pub ventures 
locally, the founder members who have 
come forward to kick-start the project 
are looking to appoint an architect from 
the short list of those who responded 
to the advertisement for Expressions of 
Interest and have impressed the group 
with their potential to fulfil the aspirational 
design brief.  Meanwhile the pub, which 
was purchased by the Parish Council 
from Greene King as a going concern, 
remains fully operational withing current 
restrictions.

Play Area safety training   After a delay 
of some 14 months due to coronavirus 
restrictions, the Clerk was able to arrange 
a refresher safety training day for the 2 
caretaking staff who carry out the weekly 
checks on the village’s play areas.  This 
was conducted by the company retained 
by BMSDC to conduct annual safety 
inspections across both districts and 
resulted in successful RPII (Register of Play 
Inspectors International) certification.  The 
cost of the bespoke sessions was spread 
across 5 other parish councils who were 
invited to take the opportunity to train 
at Elmswell.

Wesley opening   Jo Churchill MP has 
agreed to officiate at a formal opening of 
the village’s new facility at Wesley on 9th 
July.  This much-delayed event will, if no 
circumstances intervene,  include displays 
from some of the Blackbourne & Wesley 
user groups as they themselves begin to 
open up their community activities after 
lockdown.  There will be entertainment 
and the chance to have first sight of the 
broad-brush concept proposals for the 
Elmswell Tavern next door

Planning results   The Meeting noted the 
following results of Planning applications 
made to Mid Suffolk, the Planning 
authority:

DC/21/01849  Prior Approval sought for 
a single storey extension at 3 Grange 
Meadows R E F U S E D  
DC/21/01549  Erection of s ingle 
storey front extension at Teasel House, 
Cooks Road GRANTED  
D C / 2 1 / 0 1 5 1 9    E r e c t i o n  o f 
g a r a g e  a n d  l i n k e d  c a r p o r t 
at 5 School Avenue G R A N T E D 
DC/21/01273  Condit ions re  f i re 
hydrants & illumination on land for 
106houses east of Ashfield Road  
D I S C H A R G E D 
DC/21/02183   Works to a protected 
tree at 18 Oxer Close    GRANTED 
Planning Applications   The Meeting 
considered the 3 applications forwarded 
for comment from MSDC.  It was agreed to 
support a single-storey rear extension at 6 
Eastern Way, ref. DC/21/02602 and to make 
no comment on the application for works 
to a protected tree at 2, Upper Crossway 
ref DC/21/02514 as it was considered that 
the technicalities of such work are better 
determined by the District Tree Officer. 
An object ion was agreed to the 
application ref  DC/21/02551  for prior 
approval of a proposed Change of use 
of Agricultural Building to 4no. dwelling 
houses (class C3), and for building 
operations reasonably necessary for 
the conversion under the Town and 
Country Planning (general Permitted 
Development) (England) Order 2015 (as 
amended) – Schedule 2, part 3, Class Q 
at Willow Farm, Ashfield Road.   
Councillors objected in the following terms; 
Elmswell Parish Council urges rejection of 
this application for a development which 

clearly requires the wider consultation 
and reference to key planning and local 
planning statute, policy and guidance 
afforded by the rigours of a full Planning 
application. The major operations required 
to effect the proposed ‘conversion’ 
extend well beyond the concept of 
works to an agricultural building which 
is, intrinsically in its unconverted state, 
capable of functioning as a dwelling.  
Class Q concessions cannot extend to 
significant rebuilding projects such as here 
proposed. The fast-track Class Q process 
takes no account of collateral problems 
such as, clearly in this case, the creation 
of a 5-household access on to a provably 
dangerous bend of the busy Ashfield 
Road. Of overriding significance is the fact 
that the proposal site is adjacent to, and 
undeniably in the setting of, the Listed 
Building, Willow Farmhouse.  Along with 
the 3 neighbouring green-edge Listed 
farmhouses which define the ancient 
Buttenhaugh Green, Willow Farmhouse 
is a significant architectural asset which 
would suffer should its immediate context, 
currently agricultural, to become a 
residential enclave. The principle of 
development on this site cannot be 
accepted without wide consultation with 
relevant bodies through the proper full 
Planning process when it would be tested 
against statute and policy rather than fast-
tracked in a procedure ill-suited to such a 
dramatic proposal.

Car park at Woolpit Health Centre   The 
Clerk was asked to write a letter in support 
of the further proposals, related to a wider 
development, for an extensive car park 
to serve the Health Centre at Woolpit.  
The site is easily accessed from Elmswell 
and the inadequacy of the current 
parking arrangements have been notably 
problematic for many years.

Next meeting   The next meeting was 
scheduled for 21st  June at 7.30pm in 
The Blackbourne.  The public are, as ever, 
welcome to attend all Council and Council 
Committee meetings and the agenda will 
always offer opportunities for questions 
and comment.  Agendas are published 
on line at elmswell.suffolk.cloud , on the 
Council’s notice board at Crown Mill and 
in the community notice board at the Co-
op outside the Post Office.

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited 
to the Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office, 
Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH –  
right next to the car park and with wheelchair access.  

Staffed Mondays – Thursdays 9.00am – 12.00 noon  
and at other times by arrangement

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk   
Tel. 244134   www.elmswell.suffolk.cloud

Future Council Meetings

Notice of all meetings and agendas is 
posted on the Council’s notice board 
at Crown Mill and in the community 

notice board at the Co-op. 

June
21st

July
19th

Sept 
20th

Oct 
18th

Nov
15th

Meetings are held at Blackbourne,  
beginning at 7.30 unless  

otherwise notified
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 VILLAGE INDEX
Useful contacts for community groups & others…feedback is essential.  
Do be in touch to correct or add details or to suggest someone else deserving of listing.

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office, 
Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH – right next to the car park and with wheelchair 

access.  Staffed Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4pm, Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am – 12 noon 
and at other times by arrangement. clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk   Tel. 244134
IF YOU ARE NOT HAPPY THAT YOUR DETAILS APPEAR HERE,  

PLEASE DO BE IN TOUCH VIA eaa @elmswell.org.uk

Amenities Association Jean Barker (Sec) eaa@elmswell.org.uk 241135

Art Club John Welford welford955@btinternet.com 240166

Baby & Toddler Group Donna Hughes elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com

Baptists Dave Hollings davehollings@btinternet.com 241323

Beavers Ruth Salmon ruthcourt4@hotmail.co.uk

BWMA Peter Edmonds (Sec) edmondspeterj@gmail.com 241640

Blackbourne – all enquiries Parish Council office clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Brownies Gemma Sutton elmswellbrownies@hotmail.com

CAB advice@midsuffolkcab.org.uk 01449 676060

Carpet Bowls Club Frank Boxall jf.boxall@btinternet.com

Christians Together in Elmswell Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com

Community Speed Watch Marie Spampanato mariespampanato@hotmail.co.uk 07769 715209

Companions Linda Waspe linda@labbott.plus.com

County Councillor Cllr Andy Mellen Andy.Mellen@ suffolk.gov.uk

Cricket Club Eileen Brooks (Sec.) elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com

Cubs Ben Savill hovells23@hotmail.co.uk

District Councillor Sarah Mansell Sarah.Mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk 07860 829517

District Councillor Helen Geake Helen.geake@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Elmswheelians Trevor Sadler trevor.sadler@dsl.pipex.com 240908

Elmswild Mary Feeney info@elmswild.org.uk 241901

Exchange afternoon WI Maureen Davis modavis6@gmail.com

Exchange Club Carol Blissett carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk

Fire Crew;  non-emergencies Brian Hawes brian.hawes@suffolk.gov.uk 07761 125093

First Responders Merv merv.smith@tiscali.co.uk 07909 006 496

Football Shaun Pratt shaun.pratt@btinternet.com 07494 864 231

Fox Bowls Team bowls at Blackbourne Dick Burch ann.richards47@gmail.com 240105

Friends of St Johns Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com 242099

Gardening Club Nick Chamberlin npch@btinternet.com 242601

Guides Gemma Sutton gem_2910@hotmail.co.uk

Health Centre - Woolpit 240298

History Group Stella Chamberlin stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk

Library Miles Row - Manager Elmswell.Library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 240974

Little Elms Melanie Garner info@littleelms.co.uk 240491

Newsletter Editorial office eaa@elmswell.org.uk 244134

Oil buying Group elmswelloil@gmail.com 07813829008

Over 55’s Club Diann Armstrong Mayfield,  Wetherden Road 241002

Parish Council Parish Clerk clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Police Emergencies 999

Police; non-emergencies Mid Suffolk South SNT headquarters@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 101

Poor’s Land Charity Peter Goodridge elmswellrector@gmail.com 240512

Power cuts Powwercut105.com 105

Rainbows Marion Abbott elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com

School Mrs Ash admin@elmswell.suffolk.sch.uk 240261

Scouts Paula Hollings ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk 07828 562485

St John’s Church Peter Goodridge elmswellrector@gmail.com 240512

Sewing Bee Isabel Burgess isabel.burgess@live.com

Village Tree Warden c/o Parish Clerk clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Wesley – all enquiries Parish Council office clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

WI - evening Margaret Stevens stevensmarg@tiscali.co.uk 408452

Youth Football Chris Smyth smyth98@hotmail.com 07717 841 591

Last update 28.05.2021



What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.

For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at  
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.

June 2021 
2 Elmswell Exchange Afternoon  W.I @ Wesley 

Centre 2pm. The Work of a Parish Nurse, 
Lesley Williams

July 2021
7 Elmswell Exchange Afternoon  W.I @ 

Wesley Centre 2pm. Making the best of a 
Supermarket Bunch. Stephanie Lester.

13 Evening WI at Wesley
15 ELF AGM to be held at the Library 

commencing at 5:00pm All welcome

August 2021 
4 Elmswell Exchange Afternoon  W.I @ Wesley 

Centre 2pm. Edith Cavell - A British Heroine 
- Richard and Jill Mann

September 2021 
1 Elmswell Exchange Afternoon  W.I @ Wesley 

Centre 2pm. Never Judge a Book by it’s 
Cover. Michael Holton - Booksurgeon. 
Followed by our AGM

6 Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 
Baptist Church - Armchair Walk of Ipswich 
Waterfront with an Ipswich Tourist Guide 
7.45pm

9 Elmswell History Group 
Speaker to be confirmed

21 Elmswell Garden Club, Wesley Centre 7.30pm 
Dr Ian Bedford ‘The trouble with wasps’

October 2021 
4 Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist 

Church - Patchwork with Janet Brown 
7.45pm 

6 Elmswell Exchange Afternoon  W.I @ Wesley 
Centre 2pm. The Art of Stained Glass -  
Michele Russell

19 Elmswell Garden Club - Wesley Centre 
7.30pm- Pat Hodgkins NT ‘Constable the 
Man an his Landscapes

November 2021 
1 Ladies Friendship Group at  

Elmswell Baptist Church - Lady Alice de 
Bryene with Pip Wright 7.45pm 

3 Elmswell Exchange Afternoon  W.I @ Wesley 
Centre 2pm. Create a Seasonal Book Mark 
with Jayne. All materials supplied 
Materials provided - Jane Knights

16 Elmswell Garden Club - Wesley Centre 
7.30pm AGM followed by Club Event

29 Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell Baptist 
Church - Nosh and Natter - Entertainment 
by John Evans and friends - men welcome as 
well 7.45pm

December 2021 
1 Elmswell Exchange Afternoon  W.I @ Wesley 

Centre 2pm. Special Christmas Celebrations 
To make up for the dreadful year of 2020/21 
(Wear something sparkly)

For the next 6 months we need copy by:   June 22nd, July 27th, August 24th, September 21st, October 26th.

Contact us on 01359 244 134 for all Amenities Association business, Newsletter and adverts.

Our new email address is EAA@elmswell.org.uk Your editors: Jean Barker, Maggie Bushell, Peter Dow 
Published on the first Friday  of every month by the Elmswell Amenities Association
Reg. Charity No. 304879. 1,906 copies delivered free to households and to businesses in the community. A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by advertising.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Both Blackbourne and Wesley will become available to the many user groups, organisations and activities 

represented here as and when they feel comfortable with a return to meeting and within the rules which 

will govern how the facility is used in light of Government and other advice.

We copy here the programme of events and bookings as originally planned, but, clearly, it will be down to individual 

organisers to keep members informed as to when their particular meeting or activity resumes.

All of the established booking slots will be honoured, as long as there is space within the usual venue to follow 

guidelines.  We will help wherever possible by offering a larger space if necessary and available and letting fees 

will not be increased if this has to be the case.

ORGANISERS – if you have news of when you might consider re-starting, do let the Newsletter know and we can spread the word.

STOP PRESS Back in action at both Blackbourne & Wesley and hoping to stay that way, we have:
FITNESS - Sarah Evans’ classes include stretch-and-flex, spin, boxercise, legs bums & tums, bodyblast....throughout 
the week and at weekends contact  sarahjane.fitness@outlook.com
KARATE with Lewis - Tuesday 4.30 – 5.45 / Friday 5.00 – 7.00 info@greatheadma.com 
JAPANESE JUJUTSU / SELF DEFENCE – Monday & Wednesday 6.30 – 8.30 gary@chapeldevelopments.co.uk tel. 07711 680262
BABY & TODDLER GROUP - Monday mornings elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com
BOWLS – ann.richards47@gmail.com
GUIDES – Monday evenings 5.00 – 8.30 gem_2910@hotmail.co.uk
FOOTBALL – shaun.pratt@btinternet.com  07494 864231
RAINBOWS – elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com
JUNIOR FOOTBALL – smyth98@hotmail.com  07717 841591
BEAVERS /SCOUTS – Wednesday 5.45 – 9.15 ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk
OVER 55’S – every other Thursday 6.30 – 10.30 Diann Armstrong tel. 241002
CIRCLE DANCING - Thursdays 1.45 – 3.15   jenlarner@gmail.com
TREFOIL GUILD - 1ST Tuesday monthly   lesley.grout@btinternet.com
MARDLE QUILTERS – last Friday monthly  carpajak@aol.com
MOO MUSIC – Fridays 12.45 – 3.15 bury@moo-music.co.uk
If we’ve missed you out, do let us know...all enquiries to Ann at the Council Office  Tel. 244134  Email   clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

The chapel at Wesley
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ProMech Elmswell 

ProMech Elmswell 
AIR CON REGAS 

Most manufacturers recommend you service your 
car’s air-con every two years, but many people 
wait until it’s not blowing cold air. Have you?? 

Poor working air con will work the engine harder, 
thus using more fuel. It’s not worth putting off a 
system check. Call and book yours today……... 

ProMech Elmswell 

ProMech Elmswell 

ProMech Elmswell 

ProMech Elmswell 

ProMech Elmswell 

ProMech Elmswell 

MOT CENTRE 

SERVICING 

REPAIRS 

DIAGNOSTICS 

TRACKING 

TYRES  

SUSPENSION 
ProMech Elmswell 

EXHAUSTS 

“Great service - Excellent 
Price! Will definitely be back” 

 
“I have confidence in this  
garage, always helpful” 

“Lovely friendly garage, honest and 
decently priced. Will use for many 

years to come and always  
recommend. Fab job guys” 

“Excellent service! courtesy car 
available, clean and tidy garage 

with plenty of parking. would  
definitely recommend” 

ProMech Elmswell ProMech Elmswell 

ALL MAKES ALL MODELS 

“Prompt attention, honest and 
thorough work. they care!” 

“Fantastic service, really friendly 
and helpful. Highly Recommend as 
they make you feel comfortable as 
soon as you walk through the door, 

thank you” 


