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EDITORIAL
Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate. If you wish to comment,
please do so via the office or by email at; eaa.elmswell.org.uk We reserve the right to edit
any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

Ever ahead of the game, your Newsletter has opted to experiment with
the possibility of working with Artificial Intelligence, commonly known as
‘AI’, to ease the monthly burden of publishing. We are told that forty per
cent of UK residents seek the assistance of AI daily, and that by the end of
this decade, 30% of the world’s workforce could be replaced by robots.
It goes way beyond Alexa choosing our music or switching the lights on. Further even than the fridge
warning us that the milk might be going off or the doorbell texting us to say that Amazon have just left
a package behind the recycling bin. We must look to the wider world – to robotic puppies (available
now in Japan at just £2,127.00 each) through virtual on-line schoolteachers who read facial expressions
of each pupil and change the approach if they look bored, to self-driving cars due on our roads later this
year. It is to be hoped that the latter are jolt-proofed to deal with the seismic bang which some of our
full-bodied, fully-developed and age-matured potholes can create.
Hardly taxing, therefore, to
ask our
supercomputer to look over this month’s
magazine and to comment from the
standpoint of the wisdom available to us
by courtesy of AI brain power.
We gave it free rein and it made the
following observations:
Elmswell School
There sems to be a failure to
learn (pardoning the pun) here.
The Archive piece on page
14 shows a large area of
land with 2 schools, a head
teacher’s
house,
extensive
ancillary buildings and both hard
and soft play areas extending to
full football pitch in size.
This
was, unaccountably, demolished
30 years ago, just as the village
began to seriously expand, and
replaced with a new school
hemmed in by a housing estate
which, the Parish Council Report
on page 26 suggests, is soon due
to be too small to take a third tier
of expansion. This will require
Elmswell pupils to make a daily
trip by bus or car to Woolpit. The
news that a community-led drive
to future-proof the education of
Elmswell children might provide
an alternative would seem, in
any intelligent assessment, be it
artificial or otherwise, to be a good
one. Our AI assessor likes this
idea.
Ukulele playing
It is difficult for a machine bound
by logic to comprehend the
point of the Ukulele Band as
seen on page 9. It would seem
that an ever-growing group of
individuals has a thoroughly

enjoyable time giving an equally
expanding
group
of
other
individuals an equally enjoyable
time with the end result being
that a remote group of further
individuals have a better time
than they might have had without
this all happening. All logic aside,
however, it does seem to be a jolly
good thing. Clearly, much effort
would be saved if a few adaptations
to NASA’s latest Robotic Arm
Repetitive Reciprocating Action
Prosthetic could be assembled
in portable form. Until then, If
computers could strum, this one
would.
Footpath walking
Once again, logic is not an
appropriate framework within
which to assess this activity, as
featured on the front cover and
mentioned elsewhere. As a rule
(pun intended) it is accepted that
the shortest distance between
2 points is a straight line. As a
convention, the process of making
such a journey is to take advantage
of the many technological transport
aids available. To gather together
on some grass and proceed to walk
over more grass liberally laced with
mud until arriving back a couple
of breathless hours later on that
same piece of grass would seem
perverse, even allowing for an
encouraging festive snack at the
half-way point.
Algorithmically,
no more rewarding than playing
the ukulele. Speaking digitally,
our AI supercomputer can’t put its
finger on it, but feels it’s missing
something.

Planning
We asked the AI brain to look
over the past few months of our
reports on Planning decisions
as handed down from Mid
Suffolk with specific reference
to what the community needs,
what the residents want and
what the infrastructure can bear.
Unfortunately, in the process of
finding any logical consistency, it
blew a fuse.
The Elmswell Tavern
Clearly, as with ukulele groups and
footpath walkers, our tame
Brainiac is a bit confused as to
‘community’. However, casting
an eye over the proposals for a
community pub, it suggests that
if all of the village residents own
between them a piece of valuable
real estate in the middle of the
village which is appreciating in
value month-on-month and have
plans to develop their own special
place for this, ‘community’, thing
to happen then, in supercomputer
terms, it’s a ‘no brainer’. It is still
listing the considerable potential
benefits but, when asked to
predict an opening date it,
again, blew a fuse.

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL ART CLUB
The art club consists of a group of people
from all walks of life with different
backgrounds and experiences, who come
together on Tuesday mornings at the
Wesley simply to enjoy the pleasure and
relaxation of drawing or painting. Anyone
wishing to join our happy little group
should be aware that we set no minimum
standards and age is no barrier to joining.
Currently there is no annual membership
fee, the only cost is a small weekly fee
which includes tea or coffee and an ample
supply of biscuits! All that is required is
that you bring your own paints, paper
and brushes. What you choose to paint
is down to your own preferences. As we
are an art club and not an art class we do
not have a weekly instructor, although we
do have on occasion an experienced artist
to come in and give us a demonstration
of a particular style or technique. These
sessions are always well appreciated and
attended. What we do provide is unlimited
help and guidance from within the club.
Someone with experience of doing dogs
for instance might well seek guidance on
how to go about painting landscapes.
There are always plenty of people to give
their help and advice, that way all learn
and improve. Importantly we do not judge,
there is no right or wrong, no good or bad!
The atmosphere is relaxed and easy going
with no pressure. There are members who
will do almost any subject while others tend
to concentrate perhaps on dogs or wild
animals, seascapes or landscapes and quite
a number do abstracts.

Elmswell is very well supplied
with clubs for a wide range of
activities and also many have
home hobbies such as knitting,
crocheting, golf, reading and
gardening. My own interests
are mainly gardening which
gives me exercise and plenty of
fresh air. When the weather is
inclement I enjoy a good book,
mainly history, biography and
novels based on historical
events. In the winter I do
jigsaws which I k now is
popular with other members.
My current jigsaw is a copy of
one of L.S. Lowry’s paintings
called “ Going to Work”. This is
proving unbelievably difficult!
This is a work painted in oils.
As such it has feet that are
just rectangles of paint with
no attempt to even make
them shape like feet and also
sometimes feet or heads do not appear
to be attached to anything. Legs are
generally straight which means with such
small pieces trying to fit them together is
a nightmare! So why is Lowry so popular?
The answer is that all his paintings were
done in the knowledge that viewing the
finished artwork would be at a distance,
across a room and not close up. Seeing
these magnificent paintings can be truly
appreciated in a well lit room or gallery and
not on a small jigsaw. They do provide a
challenge though!

Our two chosen paintings this week
are done in watercolour. The painting of
the three geese is the work of Carol Taylor
and the watercolour wash and pen drawing
of St Ives, that artist and gourmet paradise,
is Greta Davies’s take on a piece shown in
a magazine.
Finally an apology. In last month’s issue
we showed a painting purporting to be by
Anne Finter, this of course should have been
Annette Finter.
John Welford
01359 240166

Of course art is not the only hobby members
pursue. Quite a few of us are members of
other clubs and societies.

All you need to paint
is a few tools,
a little instruction, and
a vision in your head.
Bob Ross
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Station
flowers
2010 to 2021
planted and
tended by
Elmswell
Gardening
Club
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL EXCHANGE AFTERNOON WI
I hope all our
members and their
loved ones had a
good Christmas
and managed
to celebrate the
dawn of a New
Year in some way.
Our Bellringers in St. Mary’s Wetherden
surpassed themselves and it was
wonderful to open the front door at
midnight with a glass of wine in one hand
and hear the peels ringing out across
the valley. I believe they had a “winter
warmer” after and then walked home. We
all certainly appreciated their efforts.

Now we are wondering what this new
year will bring. Most of all we hope for
good health. Heaven knows we need
it. Naturally, a further return to a normal
life would be a real bonus. As the weeks
progress, hopefully we can meet without
our faces being muffled. Then we can
all hear what people are saying to us and
judge whether they are pleased, cross, or
just not interested. How important our
faces are in everyday communication and
we have certainly missed using them to
their full extent.
At our first meeting on Wed. 2nd February
our guest speaker is Alex Jarrett. He will
be telling us the illustrated story of his

grandmother Anna. He calls this “ Anna,
One Woman’s Holocaust”. Not a cheery
story but one that needs to be told on a
regular basis. This is to coincide as closely
as we could to Holocaust Memorial Day
which is being held on January 27th. We
do have a couple of guests joining us, one
of whom is a history teacher. Do try and
come to the meeting, this presentation is
a very good one.
I look forward to seeing you all then. If
you have any worries, or queries do not
hesitate to contact me (241033), Mary
(245022), or Carol (242884).
Maureen Davis

ELMSWELL GARDEN CLUB
alone. They are vulnerable to silver leaf
of life in Elmswell. Their contributions
The Garden Club recommences on
disease this time of year and are better
enhance the life of us all.
Tuesday February 15th when we
left to the summer months.
welcome, Matthew long who will give a
This month sees the start of snowdrop
talk on ‘Spring Bulbs for Summer Colour’.
season. They can be viewed in abundance If you enjoy peppers or tomatoes, they
can be started off indoors this month.
We are delighted to see that our numbers at Nowton Park, Ickworth House Park
They can be transplanted into grow
and also at Chippenham Hall Gardens
are growing and moving our meetings
bags in a few months time. The choice of
amongst other places. Well worth a visit
to the Wesley Hall seems to have been a
varieties is so wide these days it can be
on a dry day.
popular decision.
bewildering. One favourite is ‘Tigerella’.
Despite the miserable weather, if you
The fabulous montage of the flowers at
The fruit has attractive striped skin and an
haven’t already done so, it’s a good time
the Station, created by Nick Chamberlin,
excellent flavour. Peppers too range from
is a reminder of how just one group in the to get out and do some pruning. Beware
a ‘gentle kick’ to something that almost
though! Some trees and bushes will
village can bring joy to so many. We are
requires a health warning. Good luck with
not appreciate your attentions. Apple
fortunate to have many groups of people
those
and pear trees can be tackled, but leave
and individuals willing to give their time
cherry, nectarine or peach trees well
and energy to care for different aspects
!f you require further information about Elmswell Garden Club (EGC), please contact Catherine,
on 01359 242172 or Nick, on 01359 242601. The Club email is elmswellgardenclub@gmail.com
and a good way of asking a question that will be swiftly answered.

ELMSWELL EVENING WI

At our January meeting we were pleased
to welcome members back after we
reluctantly cancelled our Christmas party.
There was lots of lively chat and laughter
on arrival and during refreshments.
After we had sung Jerusalem, our speaker
David Murton gave a fascinating talk
entitled ‘A beginner’s guide to the night
sky’. We learnt some amazing facts such
as the sun is our nearest star and the next
nearest is three quarters of the way to the
moon. There are a million other galaxies
apart from ours, the Milky Way, which can
easily be seen on a clear night away from
light pollution. Amazingly it takes thirty
minutes for our eyes to adjust to full night
vision so we must be patient and not
expect to see something straight away.
David said there was no need to buy an
expensive telescope, binoculars will work
well if you are a beginner.

Apparently the Romans named most
of the galaxies, hence they have rather
strange names like Cassiopeia which
forms a W in the sky and Pleiades, also
called the Seven Sisters. Ursa Major, or
the Great Bear, points to the north star
so should be easy to see in the northern
direction at night. A meteor is a grain of
sand which has broken away from the
tail of a comet while comets are dirty
snowballs. The next nearest galaxy is
Andromeda which is 2.5 million light years

away so we won’t be seeing that from our
back garden! The sun, painted by children
and adults alike as being yellow is actually
white as in white hot. It is the particles
in the earth’s atmosphere which make it
appear yellow.
Members voted on the WI resolutions for
this year, a raffle was held and plants were
given out to those members who have a
birthday in January.
Our next meeting is on 8th February,
7.30pm at the Wesley when we will
welcome Claire Douglas who will give us
a pottery class and show us how to make
our own small pot.
New members and
guests are always
welcome.
Margaret Stevens
01359 408452
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUPP
We were very sorry to have to cancel our January meeting, but the good news is that we have managed to re-book that speaker into
our 2022-23 programme, so that we will hopefully learn all about the Trinity House lighthouses in due course.
Our next planned talk (fingers crossed) is at 7.30pm on Thursday 10th FEBRUARY, in the Blackbourne’s Chamberlayne Hall, when
Andrew Peachey will tell us about Pre-historic, Roman & Saxon Archaeology on Anglia One’s Cable Route – Anglia One is the wind
farm in the North Sea. If you’ve been watching the latest episodes of BBC’s “Digging for Britain”, you’ll know how many fascinating
things can be unearthed, so do join us for this exciting talk to learn more about East Anglian finds. However, because of the continuing
uncertain times with the dreaded virus, we would suggest that you check our website and/or telephone our Secretary to confirm that
we can go ahead, which will save you a possible wasted journey. Please note that, before 10th Feb, members and previous regular
visitors will be advised by e-mail of what our entry fees will be then.

PLOUGH MONDAY
Meanwhile, we have researched what other important events
would have been happening in January in days gone by, the
main one of which was Plough Monday which is still happening
today. Dating back to the late 15th century, the first Monday after
Epiphany (which is 12 days after Christmas, usually 5th or 6th January)
marks the start of ploughing for Spring-sown crops. This was once
the traditional day for agricultural workers to return to the land after
the Christmas period, and historic 13th century documents tell of
plough candles being lit in churches during January.

to donate money resulted in those pulling the plough immediately
ploughing up his drive, lawn and a bench!
A festive Plough Pudding was also eaten on the day. Originating
and also ‘invented’ in Norfolk, this was a suet pastry-topped boiled
pudding, filled with pork sausage meat, chopped bacon and onions
with sage and sugar added. It could be eaten alone, or served with
boiled potatoes, vegetables and gravy.

Customs of the day varied nationwide, but the most common
feature was a plough, blessed in church the previous day, to be
hauled from house to house in rural communities, while an army
of villagers collected money for the parish during a passing street
procession. Apart from dancers and musicians, an old woman
called “the Bessy” (or a boy dressed as such) and a man in the
role of the ‘Plough Fool’ often headed off the procession. Some
participants paraded a Straw Bear and, not surprisingly, the event
also attracted much drinking, merriment and mirth throughout the
day. In Eastern England, ploughs were taken around by Plough
Monday mummers and Molly Dancers, and were sometimes even
used as a threat. If householders refused to donate to the money
collectors, their front paths would be ploughed up – for instance, in
1810, a farmer took his case to the Assizes, claiming that his refusal

A Norfolk Plough Pudding
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At its height, Plough Monday was most commonly celebrated in
the East Midlands and East Anglia, until the English Reformation
caused its slow decline. In 1538, Henry VIII forbade “plough lights”
to be lit in churches, before Edward VI condemned the “conjuring of
ploughs”. Ceremonies were revived during Queen Mary’s reign, only
to decline again in Elizabeth I’s time. Some processions survived
into the 19th century, but Plough Monday customs continued to
decline, although were revived in some towns in the 20th century.

Elmswell
History
Group

Remaining events, which mainly involved Molly Dancers, were still
being recorded in the 1930s, before a “folk revival” in the 1960s and
’70s partly returned these to some communities.
Pictured below:

Plough Monday: Dance of Bessy and the Clown.
Illustration from The Pictorial History of England
(W & R Chambers, 1858)

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website –

www.elmswell-history.org.uk
or contact our Secretary, Stella Chamberlin on 01359-242601

OVER 55s CLUB

RUTH CRABTREE

Following our winter break since our Xmas Party in December the
club will resume meeting on Thursday February 24th at 7 00pm
with a welcome return of Bob Whiting to entertain us.
Non members are always welcome to join us when we have
entertainment there being a small charge which includes
refreshments there will also be a raffle.
Our next meeting will be two weeks later on March 10th when
we plan to have a Fish & Chip Supper (Orders need to be placed
at the first meeting), this will be followed by the AGM, when the
accounts are produced followed by the election of a committee
to take the club forward into 2022.
Further dates will be published in the What-s on section at the
end of the newsletter.
Diann (241002)

The funeral of Ruth Crabtree
took place at St John’s on 24th
February when the family was
please and touched by the
number of people who came
along to pay their respects.
Ruth was a former Elmswell
resident and a very active
member of the community,
including the Elmswell WI and
as a founder member of the
Exchange Club which met at
the old telephone exchange
next to the Methodist church,
now the Wesley.

W ES LEY Coffee Shop... We are open!

Now serving home-made soups
PVC Banners.
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Size: 4500x600mm
Qty: 2

P H Peckham
Plumbing and
Heating Engineer

214650

•

24 HOUR CALL OUT

28 Eastern Way

•

FREE Estimates

Elmswell

•

Tel. 01359 240958
Mob. 07802 642884

Corgi Registered Solid Fuel,
Oil or Gas

•

Email:
phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com

Bathroom Suites Designed
and Installed

•

Water Softners Fitted

•

Tiling

•

Boilers Serviced

Gas Safe Register No 214650

Wayne
Salmon
Electrical
For all your electrical
requirements –
Domestic, commercial and
industrial.
All work carried out to a
high standard.

Mobile 07843 302798

M.O.T. DUE

Require a quick reliable service ?
M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.
Tests available for all types of cars
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.
Local collection service available.
Also repairs and servicing available
on request.
D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP
GROVE LANE
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
ELMSWELL
PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

BJW

PLUMBING & HEATING
YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

200169

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation
Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling
Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes
Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs
GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549
6

Servicing and repairs of:
BOILERS & COOKERS

AROUND & ABOUT
The Management Committee which is putting together the documentation for the crucial
Share Issue – offering the chance for everyone to have a part in the Elmswell Tavern
Community Pub scheme by buying shares – has not stopped work throughout Covid or
Christmas.
After very pleasing progress at the start, it has become clear that, in order to have the
chance of a £100,000 input of matched share purchases from the Co-op’s Community
Shares Unit, there has had to be a considerable increase in the financial details, social
background and proposed structures that define the project.
This work is now almost complete and ready to be assessed
by the rigorous team of professionals who grant the coveted
Standard Mark. Once this is achieved, the Share Prospectus
will be issued through the Newsletter, on line and elsewhere.
We appreciate everyone’s patience and the many messages of
support from enquirers. We look forward to tapping into that
support and to soon being able to translate it into bricks and
mortar providing another key social focus as Elmswell grows.

NEW YEAR'S DAY WALK 2022
After missing a step last year, the annual
Footpath Walk took place on 1st January.
Alan and Linda Wells once again prepared
hot toddy and filled rolls at the halfway stage
– this year helped by
their granddaughter
Isabella.
The Father of
the Event, Dick
Burch, is seen
boosting the
spirits as tradition
requires.

Are you thinking of having a street party and need help or advice?
Would you like to help with the big
Community Picnic event on Sunday 5th June?
Find out more...share your thoughts and ideas at a meeting
on THURSDAY 10th FEBRUARY
7.30 pm at Wesley
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ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
TOWER FLOODLIGHTING

ST JOHN’S CHURCH
Baptism at St John’s

Hello and welcome from St John’s :)
2022 started on a positive note of new life
at St John’s. Our first baptism of the year
was held in our All Age Service on 2 January.
Baptism is, of course, an opportunity to
thank God for his love and to welcome
people into his church. But it is far more
than that. Baptism is a sign of turning to
God and receiving new life from him. The
water symbolises purification and the new
life God wants to give his follows stretches
out beyond this life into eternity with him. If
you would like to know more about baptism
and what it means to know God, please do
get in touch.
On Sunday mornings, we are continuing
to look at the parables of Jesus. One of
my favourite chapters in the Bible is Luke
15, where there are 3 parables about Jesus
seeking and finding the lost. The first
features a shepherd, who searches all over
the countryside for one lost sheep. The
second is about a woman who frantically
searches high and low for a lost coin.
Both represent Jesus’ desire to find us
and rescue us from going astray. The final
parable in the chapter is the story of the
lost son – a moving tale of how a young
lad leaves home under a cloud, as he takes
his inheritance early and blows it all on wild
living. Is his father angry when he returns
with his tail between his legs? What does
God do, when we look to him after maybe
ignoring him for years? Let’s just say, it’s
good news – why not find out more, as we
will be looking at this chapter in our All Age
Service on Sunday 6 February at 10:30am?

St John’s Zoom Sunday School
Our Sunday School continues to meet at
9:30am every Sunday over Zoom for 30
minutes (except for the first Sunday in each
month, when we join the 10:30am Family

Service). We have been following the early
part of Jesus’ ministry. Each week there is a
Bible story and craft (craft can be delivered
earlier in the week) and a prayer. If your
child would like to be part of this, please
do get in touch with us.
Looking ahead to early March, we have a
special service on Ash Wednesday (2 March)
at 5:00pm, with the imposition of ashes.
Then, on Saturday 5 March at 7:00pm, we
have another Zoom Quiz Evening – these
are always good entertainment, so please
join us for a fun evening with questions that
are not too taxing. We can easily pop you
into a virtual team. Contact us for more
details on how to join.
Upcoming Dates:
Sun 6 Feb 9:00am Lord’s Supper
(spoken service)
Sun 6 Feb 10:30am All Age Service
Sun 13 Feb 10:30am
Worship and Communion
Sun 20 Jan 10:30am Sunday Worship
Sun 27 Jan 10:30am
Worship and Communion
Wed 2 Mar 5:00pm
Ash Wednesday Service
Sat 5 Mar 7:00pm Zoom Quiz Night
Sun 6 Mar 10:30am Sunday Worship
We hope to also live stream most of the
services on our Facebook page (also available
on our main web site later that day).
Every Saturday:
9:00am Weekly prayer meeting online
(see website for details)
Rector: Peter Goodridge
Email: elmswellrector@gmail.com
Tel: 01359 240512
Web site: www.stjohnselmswell.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
stjohnselmswell
YouTube: accessed via our website home
page
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Everyone is welcome to sponsor the
floodlighting of St. John’s, a lovely way
to commemorate a personal event, an
anniversary, or any other special occasion.
Alternatively, you can simply make a
donation. And it all helps to pay the day-today running expenses of our parish church.
For the winter months the lights will be on
between 5.30 p.m. and midnight.
A night’s floodlighting costs £5.
Cheques payable please to “ST. JOHN’S
CHURCH, ELMSWELL”.
All bookings and payments to :Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road,
Elmswell (Tel: 240908)
Your support is much appreciated. Thank You.
FEBRUARY 2022 SPONSORSHIPS
4 in loving memory of my dear Dad,
Geoffrey Dalton.
5 to remember and thank all those past
Elmswell Fire-Fighters who served their
village and community so well.
6 Geoffrey Sturgeon. “Remembering the
best Grandad”. Love from Shaun & Shelly.
xxx.
10
in loving memory of Craig Paul
Stammers on your 1st anniversary. “Fell
asleep too soon. Love you always”. Mum
& Peter. xx.
10
in memory of a dear Grandad,
George Stiff. Louise & Brian. x.
11 in memory of my Brother. Louise. x.
12 Ted Rookard. Treasured “Happy Birthday”
memories, for a dear Husband, Dad &
Grandad. Lots of love from all his family.
xxxx.
13 in loving memory of Marjorie Ellen
Manning.
13 remembering Fred Rush, a dear Dad,
Grandad, and Great Grandad, on his
Birthday.
13 in loving memory of Anthony Clark on
his Birthday. “Always in our thoughts”.
20 in loving memory of Wally Fraser on
his Birthday.
All bookings and payments please to :Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren,
Church Road, Elmswell (Tel:
240908)

CATHOLIC PARISH
OF OUR LADY,
STOWMARKET

ELMSWELL
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Parish Priest: Rev. Simon
Leworthy, The Presbytery, 29
Lockington Road, Stowmarket,
IP14 1BQ

Last year my notes this time were around Covid
jabs. Sad to say that’s still relevant. Some are even
getting their fourth jab! We can now judge for
ourselves whether to wear masks in church but
we’ll probably still have all the windows open and
keep our coats on to stay warm while the heating
struggles to heat the surrounding area! If the last
two years have taught us anything, it is that we
are not in control. That’s an important lesson to
learn. We need to learn to trust God in everything,
even when we don’t understand what’s going
on and it’s difficult to see God’s hand in what is
happening around the world In Romans 8 v 28
it says “All things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are called according
to his purpose” That can be both reassuring and
challenging when things are as confusing as they
are currently, but it is a reminder that we must
get over our need to control everything and
trust that, however difficult it is to see, God is in
control and his purposes for us, will, ultimately,
come to pass.
The Ladies Friendship Group meet on Monday
February 7th at 2pm for a Beetle Drive and
Cookery Demonstration. ALL ladies are welcome.

Tel:01449-612946 E-mail: pp@
ourladystowmarket.org.uk
MASS TIMES:
Saturday (First Mass of Sunday)
– 6PM
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit
IP30 9QG
Sundays – 8.30am & 10.15am
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road,
Stowmarket IP14 1AW
Holy Days – 10am & 7.30pm
Our Lady’s Strickland Road
Stowmarket
Weekday services in the Parish
are advertised at the
front of Our Lady’s Church, in
the weekly Newsletter and on
the Parish Website –
www.ourladystowmarket.org.uk

Phone Margaret on 01359 241541 for more
details.
Food ‘n’ Friends meet at Midday on February
10th for a hot meal for a modest donation and
plenty of time to chat. ALL Senior Citizens are
welcome, contact Jackie on 01359 245918 for
more info.
We are grateful to all those who come to preach
each week. Our preachers at our 10.30am
services in the coming weeks are as follows:February 6th
Rev. Norman Tharby
(inc Communion)
February 13th Revs. Brenda and/or
Richard Webb –
135th Church Anniversary
February 20th Rev. Barbara Challis
February 27th Rev. Norman Tharby
March 6th
Rev. Norman Tharby
(inc Communion)
A warm welcome is extended to all who wish to
participate in any of the above events.
You can’t currently visit our website as it looks as
though we’re going to have to build a new one
, email cockant2@btinternet.com or telephone
01359 241541 to get in touch.
God be with you.
Tony

WESLEY UKULELE BAND
Christmas-time was a little quieter than most of us
had expected, if I am honest. We had our own little
pre-Christmas celebration at the Wesley and did a
gig for a local charity raising a tidy sum on the 5th
of January, and that has been about it. Apparently,
Kevin says we have a booking for next Christmas, so we will just
have to be patient, won’t we. We have been asked to return to
the Stowmarket Stroke Association in February and are doing a
farewell gig for the Pyjama Fairies after which we move on to our
next chosen charity. I am sure we will return to the ‘fairies’ again one
day but, for the moment, we want to spread things a little wider.
The first photo is from Trafalgar Night at Stowmarket British Legion
feturing the whole band (except Kevin) and birthday girl, Maggie,
shairing a joke with Carol.
If you would like to join in our fun and games or attend our next
Wesley performance, contact Kevin using the details below.
For information please call Kevin on 01359 240604
Or email: Kevin.Knock99@gmail.com
9

WA NT ED
2 spaces at a DIY ONLY yard near Thurston,
Elmswell, Bardwell, Ixworth, Great Barton,
Rougham or that side of Bury St Edmunds. For 2x
14hh well behaved cobs. Either a stable and field
or field shelter and field. Both do not have shoes
so can go out together or as part of a herd.

Happy to go assisted livery
at a reasonable price

😊

Please contact in the first instance
Ken on 07775 505665

Qualified workforce

S c a!n
me

All aspects of tree surgery,
landscaping and fencing undertaken.
Fully insured, 24hr callout,
council approved contractor
with over 40 years in the industry.

Call for a free estimate & advice
T: 01359 241958
M: 07891 208710 • 07850 046504
Visit our website for information about
our company and the work we do
www.wjarvistreeservices.co.uk
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Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs
on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs
• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service
FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3

The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.
Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 8:30 - 1:00
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required
• CAMBELT • HEAD GASKETS

TONY FISHER
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PLUMBING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
24hr Emergency Callout
Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
Bathroom/shower
installation
Tanks/cylinders/radiators
Tiling floors/walls
Painting & Decorating
General DIY jobs
Garden Maintenance

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743
Reliable & Friendly Service!

Not just a pet food shop...
We also have a large stock of
pet sundries, wild bird foods,
poultry feeds and coldwater
and tropical fish sundries.

We also stock horse grooming equipment,
frozen reptile foods, salt tablets for your
water softeners and dishwashers…
and much more.
Come and
see our
range of
products
today!

Mon -Fri: 9-4
Sat: 9-2
01359 242942
Station Road, Elmswell IP309HD (behind the pharmacy)
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www.clearfinancialservices.co.uk

The Railway Station,
Station Road, Elmswell,
Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk, IP30 9HA

Worried about Savings?
Let our team of nancial advisers help you to get the
most from your savings and investments.
Confused about your pension?
We would be happy to discuss the options available
for your retirement planning.
Want to protect your family or income or
mortgage and loan?
We are here to advise on the right solutions for your
budget.
Mortgages?
For a competitive mortgage, we have advisers to assist
with that purchase or remortgage.
Equity Release
We have advisers able to assist you with this area of
advice.
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and
can affect your eligibility for means tested benets.

We make it

Clear

Tel: 01359 242555
elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk

TIME TO ESCAPE SALE

Imagine being on a brand new contemporary river ship travelling through
the beautiful Balkans from Budapest to Bucharest in March or April.
As part of the biggest sale ever, we're offering you an amazing
special offer from £1,199 for 7 nights cruise*,
which includes everything for a perfect holiday;
return flights, selected meals and beverages,
sightseeing excursions, overseas transfers,
tipping and port charges.

Financial
Services

(UK) Ltd

The Old Police House,
Cooks Road, Elmswell,
Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP30 9DB.
Tel: 0345 271 3245
ClearTelephone:
Financial Services is an
appointed representative
01359
242555 of Lighthouse Advisory Services Ltd.
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Email: elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk
A pension is a long term investment

Open Thursdays and by appointment on other days at Elmswell Railway Station
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VILLAGE GREEN

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD

Enjoy the Autumn at Lukeswood

As all gardeners know, autumn is a good time to take sto
labours, to assess what’s been successful and what hasn’
growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to sta
and to see where improvements can be made.

More willow!

Willow harvest

Many hands made light work of our annual
willow cut in January! Every winter we cut
all the growth – wands up to 10ft in length
– to encourage new shoots to form. Last
year we discovered that there were lots of
people in the village just itching to start
willow projects in their gardens, so this year
we invited everyone to come and help with
the cut in return for bundles of wands to
take away. It was a magnificent response
and we’re really grateful to all the willing
helpers who came along on a bright and
frosty morning with loppers and secateurs
to lend a hand. Fedge, hedge, screen,
igloo, bower, pagoda – there are so many
interesting structures you can create with
willow! We will be fascinated to see what
people make, so please send us in a photo
or post a picture on our Facebook page of
your weird and wonderful willow creations!
We have a few bundles left, so if you missed
our willow cutting event or if you’re feeling
inspired please get in touch. We don’t make
any charge, but we are very pleased to
receive a donation towards our funds.

We actually have two willow beds at
Lukeswood – one is a large bed with fast
growing osier types of willow, while the
smaller bed is dedicated to colourful
weaving willow. We’ve just extended this
second bed, so in years to come we should
have quite a lot of willow suitable for
weaving and basket-making enthusiasts.
We’re growing seven different types and
they all have exotic names to match their
glorious colours: Black Maul, Golden Yellow,
Brittany Green, Faucille, White Welsh,
Flanders Red, and last but easily the best
– Green Dicks.

February colour

January and February often feel like the
most drab and monochrome months of
the year and have us eagerly hunting for
snowdrops or aconites to provide a few
gleams in the pervading grey. However, if
you look hard enough you can find scraps
of colour, sometimes in surprising places.
Our willow provides some beautiful colours,
of course, but you can also find glowing
reds of dogwood stems in amongst the
hedgerows and, in low winter sunlight,
the birches shine with hues that vary from
silver through to apricot. Amazingly, there
are still some fungi to be seen in winter,
especially the bracket fungus with its
frills of different shades of purple. Also,
look out for gorse – we have a few bushes
growing in Lukeswood. Gorse is a real winter
warmer in that it starts flowering in January
(sometimes even earlier with climate
change) and its vibrant yellow blossom is
strongly scented of coconut. Its flowers are
13

It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of au
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bo
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of b
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judgin
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.

a scarce source of nectar for emerging bees
and butterflies – and a magnet for humans
Autumn is
the of
timeexotic
for a fungi foray
– a walk through the
in search of a gorgeous
hit
coconut
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees y
Lukeswood.
Some have been brought in as spores on the
perfume in the winter
months!
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing on d

fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!).

Get ready for nestboxes!

Valentine’s is the traditional day for putting
up nestboxes, so now is the time to check
over any that you have in the garden
and make sure they’re clean and secure.
Elmswell Scouts are well ahead of the game
– they have already made five amazing
boxes which you can see in our photo. And
these really are the deluxe version! As well
as making sturdy, waterproof boxes suitable
for growing broods of baby birds, their brief
was to use recycled or upcycled materials
as far as possible. You can see the results of
their ingenuity and dexterity in our photo
– one colourful roof is even made from
recycled coke cans. Helping wildlife and
recycling in one project – that really does
tick all the boxes! Well done to the Scouts
and their leaders – we’re looking forward
to putting all the boxes up in Lukeswood
later this month. I wonder who will move in?
Mary Feeney
info@elmswild.org.uk
Tel: 01359 241901

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD

THE ELMSWELL ARCHIVE
The new Archive Room at Blackbourne houses documents which chronicle
the inevitable churn of village life, often informing the present day.

Here is a photograph of the Victorian
Primary School which was demolished in
1990. The Elmswell Amenities Association
had tried, with considerable public support,
to purchase the building for use as a
community centre to replace the ageing
Memorial Hall, but the asking price of
£65,000 could not be raised. The developer
was not sympathetic to appeals for retention
of the iconic features such as the bell tower
and Old Schools Court carries no echo of
the rich heritage enjoyed by generations
of village children.
The spacious setting was never reflected
in the new school site at Oxer Close which
is, yet again, soon to have to take more
pupils, despite the clear constraints. The
Parish Council (see their report on this
month’s meeting) is seeking to investigate
with Suffolk County Council the possibility
of reclaiming some of the land in the
photograph, the playing field and beyond,
as a site for a new school capable of taking
the overflow pupils from the development

in the village rather than have them bussed
to Woolpit every day, as is the current plan.
At the far left of the picture is the previous
school, the St John’s National School for
Boys and Girls, erected in 1865 at a cost of
£500.00. It stood in half an acre with the
adjoining teachers’ residence, the 2 storey
building, adjoining. This was a Church
School and in 1886 the Elmswell School
Board was set up by the community as
the standards of the school were felt to
be inadequate. However, the incumbent
Rector, Rev. MacFarlane, refused to allow
new management and a temporary iron
prefab. building was provided (there is no
record where this was – can you help?) until
the site in our picture was purchased, right
next to the existing school, for £25.00 in
1890 when Mulleys Builders took on the
£665.00 contract to build the new school
which opened in 1891.
The Board School was fee paying – 2d (two
old pence) for the first child in a family and
1d thereafter.
14

Both schools ran until well into the 20th
Century, but by 1922 our records show
only what was then the Council School was
operating under the appropriately named
Headmaster Henry Sterne who supervised
175 pupils.
There is plenty more on our village schools
in the Archive. If you know of anything we
might not have, do be in touch with the
Parish Clerk’s Office.

MON MON SPICE
INDIAN RESTAURANT

NOW OPEN
EAT IN OR TAKEAWAY
STAG PARK
WOOLPIT IP30 9FX
TEL 01359 244450 OR 244464
OPENING TIMES
MON-SAT 5PM TILL 10PM
SUNDAY ALL DAY BUFFET
FROM 1PM TILL 5PM
15
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TV & Audio Solutions
(Formerly BV Hicks Ltd)

Units 1-2, Station Rd Industrial Estate, Station Rd, Elmswell , Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9HD.

ALL TYPES OF SERVICING - WELDING - MOT WORK - CLUTCHES - EXHAUSTS - SHOCKS
AIR CONDITIONING - TYRES - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS - BATTERIES - CAMBELTS - BRAKES

Your LOCAL GARAGE with over 20 years experience servicing and repairing all makes and models.

TEL: 01359 242479 OR VISIT: WWW.PARKGARAGESERVICES.CO.UK

Are you having trouble setting up or
operating your TV / Audio or DVD?
Has your equipment stopped working?
Does your TV need a re-tune?
Help is at hand - Call Toby Hicks
01449 771991 / 07968 686035

NEW DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES AND
TV PRODUCTS SUPPLIED

Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services
•
•
•
•

Carpets
Upholstery
Curtains
Hard Floors

call Peter on 01359 241577
email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk
ServiceMaster West Suffolk
Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

F. G. BROWN
– OPTICIANS

HAYWARDS

Denmark House,
41 Bury Street,
Stowmarket

SOLICITORS

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust
for all the family including:-

We offer Fixed Fees at Competitive Rates

Telephone: (01449) 613631

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk

www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk

Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients.

7 - 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ
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Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry
A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses
Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priority

AROUND & ABOUT
ELMSWELL LIBRARY

Hello Elmswell,
Our February display is themed around
LGBTQIA+ history month and includes
the immensely popular first volume of
the Heartstopper graphic novel series
by Alice Oseman, the New York Times
bestseller The House in the Cerulean Sea,
Under the Udala Trees set in Nigeria and
an audiobook copy of The Pink Line by
Mark Gevisser, who interviewed LGBTQ+
individuals around the world to give
snapshots of peoples lives at various
frontiers.
ELF’s South African Wine and Food
event is happening 7:30pm Friday 25th
February. ELF are excited to be back to
holding these popular events. As well
as tasting various wines, there will be
local wine expert Bob Stopp to tell you
all about them. Tickets are £15 each and
available from the library.
Until the end of February have artwork in
the gallery space by James Garden - Mind
Doodles. We have over 50 prints of his
up on the wall for sale or to just look at
and enjoy. A4 prints are £10, A5 prints are
£8, A6 prints are £5 and polaroids are £3.

If you see something you like it is a way
to support a Suffolk artist and as Suffolk
Libraries get 15% of anything sold it is
also a way to support us.
Elmswell Library does not currently have
a home library service but we would
like to start one. This is a service where
a volunteer delivers books to people
who due to health or mobility cannot
get to a library or mobile library. If you or
someone you know is unable to get to
the library and lives in Elmswell or nearby
and would like borrowing books or
audiobooks please let us know and once
enough people have got in touch we can
get the service started. Either let us know
in the library or fill out the online enquiry
form https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/
visit/home-deliveries/enquiry
Lateral flow tests are not available from
the library any longer. Suffolk County
Council has changed how it distributes
lateral flow tests but you can still order
kits through the online provision at Order
coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral
flow tests - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) or via
telephone by calling 119.
Keep up to date with what services
are available through https://www.
suffolklibraries.co.uk/coronavirus.
See you in the library soon,
Miles

What’s on at Elmswell Library?
Story Time
1.10pm – 1.30pm every Tuesday

The Keep in Touch Community Café
Currently suspended
Adult Reading Practice
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Please book in advance.
Sunday Crafts
1pm – 2pm every Sunday
Lego Club
Every Sunday 11am – 12noon
South African Wine evening
7.30pm Friday 25th February

Opening times
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Wednesday: 2pm – 5pm
Thursday: 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Friday: 2pm – 5pm
Saturday: 10am – 1pm
Sunday: 10am – 3pm

Miles

CITIZENS ADVICE
I keep seeing on the news that my bills could be going up soon. It’s making me really worried, especially as I
spent more on Christmas than I should have done. How can I get my spending habits back on track in 2022?
A lot of people will be asking themselves
this question right now. The good news is
there are lots of things you can do to be
more in control of your money and better
prepared for the future.
Firstly, find out exactly what money
you have coming in and going out each
month. Be realistic about what you need
for essentials like food and travel. Then
you can set yourself a budget that you can
stick to - take a look at the budgeting tool
on the National Citizens Advice website
to help you do this. This can be found at

citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/
budgeting .
If any of your bills do go up in the coming
year, you can go back to our budgeting
tool anytime to create a new plan and
stay in control. The website also has tips
on how to reduce your regular living costs
which you may be helpful if you find you
have more money going out than coming
in at any point.
If you’ve been using credit cards, your
overdraft or store cards for your spending,
it’s understandable if these debts are

causing you worry. It’s important to
prioritise paying your rent or mortgage,
plus energy bills and Council Tax. Not
paying these has the most serious
consequences. If you need further support
on this, our advisors can explain which
bills you need to prioritise and the support
available for paying these and other bills.
We can also make sure you’re getting
all the income you’re entitled to, such
as benefits or
government
grants.

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including debt,
employment, benefits and family law. You can contact them on 01449 676060 or use the
contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.

For more information and our opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk
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Mid Suffolk

ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

3 BRANCHES
ARE BETTER
THAN 1
Stowmarket
Newton Road
IP14 5AE

Bury St Edmunds Diss
Cranfield Road
Victoria Road
IP32 7DF
IP22 4GQ

01449 613147 01284 702562

01379 643531

TRADE & PUBLIC WELCOME
LANDSCAPING
KITCHENS
TOOL HIRE
TIMBER
ORDER ONLINE AT
JEWSON.CO.UK

TOMLINSON GROUNDCARE

00505-39 Cringleford Golf Club Mag. Ad 70x70 3 Branches.indd 1 23/10/2020
Horticultural & Garden Machinery Suppliers

Sales Service Parts Repairs Toys
Ride on mowers from £1599 inc vat
Walk behind petrol & battery mowers from £199 inc vat
Strimmers, hedge cutters, blowers, chainsaws etc
Garden tools, paddock &
turf machinery
Service & repair all makes

Set in over 20 acres - Try before you buy
Established in Buxhall since 1991 - We hope to see you soon

Brettenham Road, Buxhall, Stowmarket IP14 3DL
01449 736060 www.tomlinsongroundcare.co.uk

FIRST TEAM REPORT

The first team crashed out of the junior cup against
a strong higher league Cavendish side. The tie went
to penalties after a game which was dominated by
torrential rain, final score being 0-0. With the quickly
fading light, Elmswell lost the tie, 5-4 on penalties.
After a week off due to a cancellation Elmswell
headed to local side Thurston. A new management
team were in place and had brought in some players
so it was always going to be a tough game. A physical
tie, with the match being even throughout ended in
a 2-2 draw with Andre Marcao scoring his first goals
of the season.
We then had a long break over Christmas due to
cancelations before and after the new year. Our
next match was a game against a senior side in the
Morrisons Freight Cup, two divisions higher than us.
This game was one to be forgotten, Elmswell had a
great first half narrowly losing 2-1 at the break. A
different team walked out at half time with Elmswell
13:16
fully collapsing and losing the game after full time
8-1. Goal from a Matthew Last scorpion kick.
Trying to put this behind us, we faced a Stonham
Aspal side who were another team in the league who
had a regenerated side with new management team.
This was a game which was a lot different than earlier
in the season with the score being 0-0 at half time.
Stonham took their chances well with some poor play
from Elmswell gifting them their goals. Elmswell did
manage to grab a late goal and did try to push for
an equaliser but the game finished 2-1 to Stonham.
Hopefully the recent run of form is a blip in the
season and the lads can pull together to start a run
of games and start to move up the league.
29/01/2022 – Witnesham Wasps (H)
12/02/2022 – Ipswich Athletic (H)
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RESERVES REPORT
For the first game of 2022 our Reserves travelled to third
place AFC Kesgrave. Having several players still out,
we gratefully welcomed back Andy Brookin from the
Falklands and Josh ‘Dragon’ Kelly from Rugby Union.
We set up solidly and eased our way back into the swing
of things after a month off. Will Hayden coolly put us
ahead before giving away a very harsh penalty for their
equaliser; the ball thudding against his chest, not his
raised arms. Things got a little tetchy before half time will
both sides receiving bookings. Second half we remained
solid and organised at the back while catching them on
the break time after time. Our top goal scorer Jake Fisher
got one goal and set up a couple of others. ‘Dragon’ got
another, finishing well, in what was probably his best ever
Elmswell performance. Will Hayden almost gave away
another penalty, got booked, completed his hat-trick
and won MOTM in an action-packed performance. We
ended 5-1 winners.
Bildeston Rangers Reserves away on the 22nd of January.
We welcomed back another couple of players that have
been plagued by injury this season (Josh Daly and Ally
Clarke) and were hoping to ease them back into the side.
Further injuries and work commitments put paid to this
idea and they both played substantial parts. The game
was very even throughout. Our build up play was decent
but we could never find that final ball and the forward
line was lacking a little punch after last weeks goal fest.
With ten minutes left they broke our defensive line for the
first time and slotted in near post. We pushed on for the
equalier and they caught us again in the dying moments.
2-0 Bildeston. Chris Edmonds won Man of the Match. Next
week (29th) we’re away to Saxmundham Sports.
05/02 Bacton ‘A’ at The Blackbourne
19/02 Claydon ‘A’ away in the Divisional Cup
26/02 proabaly Ipswich Exiles at The Blackbourne
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A&C

FENCING,
GARDENING & PATIOS
All fencing supplied and erected
All garden work...regular maintenance or one-off
• Grass cutting up to 3½ acres
• Garden Clearance
• Tree Felling • Stump Grinding
• Concrete bases laid • Sheds erected
• Turf Laying • Artificial Turf
• Driveways • Pressure Washing
• Garden machines serviced and repaired

No obligation quotes
Contact Andy
01449 403050 077487 85197
wade.andrew63@gmail.com
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ELMSWELL SPORT

ELMSWELL FOX BOWLS CLUB
At the moment, it really does look as if Covid may not be a factor in the 2022 bowls season. Everything is loosening up everywhere and
former restrictions are falling by the wayside daily. I think it will be a very long time before people are as confident as they once were,
though, because the scars of the pandemic run deep and won’t be put aside overnight. We should be able to have a pretty normal
season, though, and that’s what we are concerned about here. I don’t know how many new members we have but I do know of two
established players that have joined us and will booster our Monday pm side admirably. We just managed to avoid the wooden spoon
last season and now have to be looking for a top-half of the table finish. Quite how they will influence the Tuesday and Thursday leagues
I couldn’t begin to guess but probably more next season than this one.
The SCBA’s Area D League has decided that all participating clubs should hold an open day on the weekend of 30th April/ 1st May and,
since it is something that we were planning to do anyway, we may as well join in. The league is concerned that the disruption of previous
seasons may have caused some players to retire before their time and discouraged others from joining. All perfectly valid arguments
so please put Sunday, May 1st in your diaries as we will no doubt be rolling-up on the Saturday, which you can also put in your diaries.
You will always get a warm welcome no matter when you drop in. And we have tea!
This month’s pictures feature Jennifer and Pauline at our Presentation Dinner at the Fox and Dick, urging his team on
from the stands at Haughley
Peter Edmonds
07860 395720
edmondspeterj@gmail.com

House completions
Will writing
Family matters
Business legal advice

“It’s business as usual…
We may be working slightly differently
but we’ve never been closer to our clients”

Call 01284 701131

or visit www.burnettbarker.co.uk
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Do you
require
PRINT?
call
Jason on
01473 652354
jason@pfpprint.co.uk

PFP PRINT Ltd
Elder House | Chattisham
Ipswich | Suffolk | IP8 3QE
www.printingforpleasure.co.uk

Making your property

journey the best

EXperience
We achieve the very best price for your property by using interactive
3D virtual tours which bring your property to life.
With increased marketing across 5 websites and social media
channels you can be sure you have reached the widest audience.
Trust your local friendly property team – we love to help!
Call us today for your property valuation and advice.

01359 234444 | mail@allhomes.uk.com | allhomes.uk.com

MEET AT THE
VILLAGE SIGN
SUNDAY
13th MARCH
11.00AM

Way to go…

Elmswell’s monthly footpath walks take in
footpaths around and about the village...4 miles
maximum – easy walking, everyone welcome,
dogs on leads please .
All walks start from the village sign on Crown Mill.
22

Can you include some
rhyming words?

CHILDRENS PAGE

FEBRUARY
Let's celebrate National Story Telling Week!
Let’s celebrate National Story Telling Week!

Let’s Make
Let’s Make A
A Story Sack!

Let's Roll a story! Roll the dice and follow the
prompts depending
on what number you get!
what number you get!

Let’s Roll a story! Roll the dice and follow the prompts depending on
Can you introduce a
new character into your
story? Who will they
be?

Can you add a problem
into your story?

Can you pick a new
scene?

Add a time of day to
your story, what is
happening when?

Can you include some
rhyming words?

Can you add something
magical to your story?

Step 1
Pick your favourite story
Step 2

Find props around your
home that link to the scene
Can
the front
coverofof
your story?in your story. E.g. leaves for
Canyou
youdesign
design
front
cover
Let’sthe
Make
A Story
Sack! your story?
a wood, sand for a beach,
stones for a river.
Step 1 – Pick your favourite story
Step 2 – Find props around your home that
link to the scene in your story. E.g. leaves
for a wood, sand for a beach, stones for a
river.
Step 3 – Make characters! You could draw
them, paint them on wooden spoons or even
make your own puppets!
Step 4 – Pop all your props in a bag or
basket and act out your story!

Step 3
Make characters! You could
draw them, paint them on
wooden spoons or even
make your own puppets!
Step 4
Pop all your props in a bag
or basket and act out your
story!
This page sponsored by
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AROUND & ABOUT
RYOSHIN JU JUTSU
One of the long-standing and most
successful classes hosted at Blackbourne
is Gary Sallows’ Ryoshin Ju Jutsu, having
run successfully there since 2013. Coming
to the end of restrictions, students were
recently able to take much delayed gradings
ranging from 6th Kyu to 1st Kyu. Two of
these students will now begin training
towards earning their Black Belt and
instructor licenses later this year.
Ju Jutsu is self-defence in its purest form and
students learn striking skills, joint locking
and restraining techniques, throws/sweeps/
takedowns, grappling and fighting from the
ground, weapons training, together with
skills in avoiding conflict and de-escalation.
Gary has been studying martial arts for
nearly 40 years. He holds black belts in 6
styles, Ryoshin Ryu (3rd Dan) Aiki Jutsu (4th
Dan) Goshin Jutsu (2nd Dan) Kamishin Ryu,
Mondo Ryu Heiho and Morinaga Toyama
Ryu (Japanese sword instructor). His Mondo
Ryu black belt was awarded to him in 2018,
at the prestigious Butokuden in Kyoto,
Japan by 15th Soke Masashi Yokoyama.
Ryoshin is taught with the aim of providing
a good level of fitness, self-discipline, selfrespect, respect for others and, above all,
confidence.
If you are interested in learning this robust
and dynamic art, sessions are open to
anyone aged 12 and above and held
on Mondays and Wednesdays in the
Chamberlayne Hall at Blackbourne from
18.30 – 20.30. Classes are £5 and there
are no expensive membership fees. First
class is free!
For Further information contact:
Gary on 07711680262
or Email:
Ryoishintowaryuheiho@gmail.com
You can also visit www.
dojos.co.uk
and search for Ryoshin
to see what students
say about their
experience.

CLASSIFIED
Cleaner required for light housework.
1 day per week (3 - 4 hrs) in Norton.

Please contact Jan 07817 932167.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORT - January 2022
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The January meeting of the Parish
Council convened in the Chamberlayne
Hall at Blackbourne on Monday 17th with
10 councillors present, together with
the Parish Clerk, Ward Members Cllrs
Helen Geake and Andy Mellen and 1
member of the public.
This report is compiled from that
meeting by the Parish Clerk and edited
by the Council’s Editorial Board which
comprises the Council Chairman,
the Council Vice-chairman and Cllr
Sue Roots, elected by her peers to
join them. It seeks to cover some of
the more interesting or significant
items thought to deserve wider public
attention. Included, where appropriate,
are matters reported to the meeting
by external bodies such as the County
and District Council Ward Members or
as raised at the meeting by members
of the public. Further background and
reference to subsequent events are
included where relevant. The various
Annual Reports as tabled at the meeting
are printed elsewhere in this Newsletter.
The Minutes of recent Parish Council
meetings and Committee meetings,
together with the agenda for the
next meeting, when published, are
available online at elmswell.suffolk.
cloud and from the Parish Clerk by
arrangement. Bound copies of older
Minutes are lodged in the Village
Archive at Blackbourne and with the
Suffolk County Records Office in Bury
St. Edmunds. The most recent Minutes
from the December 2021 Ordinary
meeting, as approved at this meeting,
are posted in the Council’s notice board
at Crown Mill.
Mid Suffolk District Council
Cllrs Sarah Mansel & Helen Geake tabled
a written report on BMSDC activities
which confirmed that a pilot scheme to
support small businesses in Babergh and
Mid Suffolk has been hailed a success as
it reaches its six-month milestone. Since
its launch in July 2021, the Innovate
Local initiative has supported 11 small
businesses by providing a free pitch at
either Stowmarket or Hadleigh markets
for up to four weeks. The Innovate Local
scheme is open to businesses that have
been operating for less than a year
and do not currently have a place on
a market. As part of this project, MSDC
will also be opening an innovation hub
in Eye later this year. The report noted
that Babergh and Mid Suffolk have sent
a joint response to National Highways’
consultation on improvements to the
Copdock Interchange. The Councils
are supporting the idea of a new link
road for traffic going north-south on
A12 bypass the roundabout, despite

the fact that this will cause much
environmental damage and will be less
of an improvement for traffic heading
from A12 toward Bury on A14. It was
confirmed that Part of the housing
development on the former MSDC
Council Office site in Needham Market
has been completed. 8 new affordable
homes were ready for families to move
in at the beginning of December. This
development of housing is being built
by MSDC in partnership with Norse
Group.
Suffolk County Council
Ward Member Cllr Andy Mellen tabled
a written report confirming that
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service has
recently added to its lifesaving kit –
reinforcing the service’s commitment to
protecting its staff and Suffolk residents.
A significant investment has enabled
improved digital radios, smoke hoods
and smoke curtains to be provided
to every fire crew in the county. This
equipment can be used in a range
of incidents, with it already proving
invaluable in Lowestoft, when two
occupants were rescued after a kitchen
fire. Although crews are ready to attend
emergencies with this new kit, it’s
important that every home has its own
lifesaving equipment – smoke alarms,
which should be fitted and tested
regularly.
The report also detailed a new campaign
inaugurated and released in December
aimed at helping the public understand
more about the Social Care sector
in Suffolk. The campaign wants to
celebrate care professionals, and asks
the public for patience and flexibility
whilst the Council navigates through
another tough winter.
On average, Suffolk County Council
receives 551 calls per day from people
receiving adult social care, and over
Christmas there were around 1,200
care home staff working to ensure
Residential and Nursing Homes had a
good Christmas.
Planning results
The Meeting noted the following results
of Planning applications made to Mid
Suffolk, the Planning Authority:
DC/21/06240 Erection of single
storey side extension, 20 Rowan Green
GRANTED EPC supported
DC/21/05976 Erection of 3No single
storey dwellings… Hedgerows, Grove
Lane GRANTED EPC objected
DC/21/06595 Discharge of Conditions
DC/18/04264… Land South of Field
View, Ashfield Road APPROVED EPC
made no comment
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Planning applications
The Meeting agreed to make no
comment on the application ref.
DC/22/00144 for the variation of
Conditions to allow the re-positioning
of a building at Stag Café, Old A45 in
Woolpit to avoid a gas main.
Primary School site
The Clerk reported on a recent meeting
he had initiated on Council’s behalf
between councillors, Ward Members
and officers from both BMSDC and
SCC to begin the process of thoroughly
evaluating the possibility of securing a
site for a new primary school in Elmswell
so that future pupils are not obliged to
travel to Woolpit or beyond to secure
their education. He confirmed that
predictions as to school places are
necessarily imprecise, but that figures
presented are clearly well researched
and tested against national standards
of assessment. The suggestion from
EPC of a 9 acre site on land owned by
SCC / MSDC adjacent to Old Schools
Court along School Road, accessed
from Church Road, will be investigated
in the first instance with regard to
the practicalities of designation / redesignation by the 2 higher tier councils
before the next meeting scheduled for
10th February.
Neighbourhood Plan
The meeting agreed to suggested
modifications to the current draft
documentation in light of the recent
Inspector’s Report on the draft BMSDC
Joint Local which has required a re-think
at District Council level and subsequent
adjustment to the Parish Council’s
approach.
Jubilee
The Clerk was asked to convene a
meeting including representatives from
the Elmswell Community Enterprise
Trustees, the Blackbourne & Wesley
Management Association and the
Elmswell Amenities Association to offer
Council’s help as facilitator in support
of any initiative towards marking the
forthcoming Platinum Jubilee in June
Next meeting
It was noted that the next meeting
was scheduled for Monday 21 st
February beginning at 7.30pm at
Blackbourne. The public are, as ever,
welcome to attend all Council and
Council Committee meetings and the
agendas will always offer
opportunities for questions
and comment. Agendas
are published online at
elmswell.suffolk.cloud
and on the Council’s
notice board at Crown Mill.

Your Councillors are
David Barker
Linden Croft
Hawk End Lane
ELMSWELL IP30 9ED

01359
241135

david@linden-croft.co.uk

Vice chairman of Council
Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

David Brown
16 Whatley Close
ELMSWELL IP30 9GJ

07803
263454

davidedward.brown@outlook.com

Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

Dick Burch
14 Wetherden Road
ELMSWELL IP30 9DF

01359
240105

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

Poor’s Land Charity
Blackbourne & Wesley
Management Association
Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

Peter Edmonds
Little Acre
Ashfield Road
ELMSWELL IP30 9HJ

01359
241640

edmondspeterj@gmail.com

Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

Peter Hancock
Jubilee End
17A Jubilee Terrace
ELMSWELL IP30 9 DH

07483
850965

prjhancock24@btinternet.com

Footpath Officer
Blackbourne & Wesley
Management Association
Elmswell Amenities
Association
Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

David Hawes
Dunelm
Cooks Road
ELMSWELL IP30 9BX

01359
240249

davidandanna70@yahoo.co.uk

Planning Committee

Sarah Mansel
Ashcroft House
Ashfield Road
ELMSWELL IP30 9HJ

07860
829517

sarah.mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Fred Pallett
Maple Cottage
Warren lane
ELMSWELL IP30 9DT

01359
244144

fjp@oilgasassociates.com

Sue Roots
7 Warren Close
ELMSWELL
IP30 9DS

01359
240164

sue2955@hotmail.co.uk

Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

Mike Schofield
Minerva
Fairmead
ELMSWELL IP30 9HT

01359
241430

mhaksch@gmail.com

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

Philip Shaw
East View
Ashfield Road
ELMSWELL IP30 9HG

01359
241192

philipjshaw@btinternet.com

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group
Safeguarding Lead
Blackbourne & Wesley
Management Association
Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

07860
395720

07771
962441

Future Council Meetings

Notice of all meetings and agendas is
posted on the Council’s notice board
at Crown Mill and in the community
notice board at the Co-op.
Feb
21st

Mar
21st

Apr
19th

May
16th

June
20th

Meetings are held at Blackbourne,
beginning at 7.30 unless
otherwise notified

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group
Planning Committee
Complaints Committee
Also serves as Ward Member on
Mid Suffolk District Council
Chairman of Council
Poor’s Land Charity
Planning Committee
Complaints Committee

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited
to the Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office,
Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH –
right next to the car park and with wheelchair access.

Staffed Mondays – Thursdays 9.00am – 12.00 noon
and at other times by arrangement

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk
Tel. 244134 www.elmswell.suffolk.cloud
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VILLAGE INDEX
Useful contacts for community groups & others…feedback is essential.
Do be in touch to correct or add details or to suggest someone else deserving of listing.
Amenities Association

Jean Barker (Sec)

eaa@elmswell.org.uk

241135

Art Club

John Welford

welford955@btinternet.com

240166

Baby & Toddler Group

Donna Hughes

elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com

Baptists

Dave Hollings

davehollings@btinternet.com

Beavers

Ruth Salmon

ruthcourt4@hotmail.co.uk

BWMA

Peter Edmonds (Sec)

edmondspeterj@gmail.com

241640

Blackbourne – all enquiries

Parish Council office

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

244134

Brownies

Gemma Sutton

elmswellbrownies@hotmail.com

CAB

advice@midsuffolkcab.org.uk

241323

01449 676060

Carpet Bowls Club

Frank Boxall

jf.boxall@btinternet.com

Christians Together in Elmswell

Jean Folkard

derekrf2@gmail.com

Community Speed Watch

Marie Spampanato

mariespampanato@hotmail.co.uk

Companions

Linda Waspe

linda@labbott.plus.com

County Councillor

Cllr Andy Mellen

Andy.Mellen@ suffolk.gov.uk

Cricket Club

Eileen Brooks (Sec.)

elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com

Cubs

Ben Savill

hovells23@hotmail.co.uk

District Councillor

Sarah Mansell

Sarah.Mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk

District Councillor

Helen Geake

Helen.geake@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Elmswheelians

Trevor Sadler

trevor.sadler@dsl.pipex.com

240908

Elmswild

Mary Feeney

info@elmswild.org.uk

241901

Exchange afternoon WI

Maureen Davis

modavis6@gmail.com

Exchange Club

Carol Blissett

carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk

First Responders

Merv

merv.smith@tiscali.co.uk

07909 006 496

Football

Shaun Pratt

shaun.pratt@btinternet.com

07494 864 231

Fox Bowls Team bowls at Blackbourne

Barry Hayward

barryhayward1902@gmail.com

240951

Friends of St Johns

Jean Folkard

derekrf2@gmail.com

242099

Gardening Club

Nick Chamberlin

npch@btinternet.com

242601

Guides

Gemma Sutton

gem_2910@hotmail.co.uk

History Group

Stella Chamberlin

stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk

Ladies Voices (Choir)

Anna Wilton Mills

annawm63@gmail.com

Library

Miles Row - Manager

Elmswell.Library@suffolklibraries.co.uk

240974

Little Elms

Melanie Garner

info@littleelms.co.uk

240491

Newsletter

Editorial office

eaa@elmswell.org.uk

244134

elmswelloil@gmail.com

07813829008

Health Centre - Woolpit

07769 715209

07860 829517

240298

Oil buying Group
Over 55’s Club

Diann Armstrong

Mayfield, Wetherden Road

241002

Parish Council

Parish Clerk

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

244134

Police; non-emergencies

Mid Suffolk South SNT

headquarters@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

101

Poor’s Land Charity

Peter Goodridge

elmswellrector@gmail.com

240512

Powwercut105.com

105

Police Emergencies

999

Power cuts
Rainbows

Marion Abbott

elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com

School

Mrs Ash

admin@elmswell.suffolk.sch.uk

240261

Scouts

Paula Hollings

ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk

07828 562485

St John’s Church

Peter Goodridge

elmswellrector@gmail.com

240512

Sewing Bee

Isabel Burgess

isabel.burgess@live.com

Village Tree Warden

c/o Parish Clerk

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

244134

Wesley – all enquiries

Parish Council office

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

244134

WI - evening

Margaret Stevens

stevensmarg@tiscali.co.uk

408452

Youth Football

Chris Smyth

smyth98@hotmail.com

07717 841 591

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office,
Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH – right next to the car park and with wheelchair
access. Staffed Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4pm, Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am – 12 noon
and at other times by arrangement. clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk Tel. 244134

IF YOU ARE NOT HAPPY THAT YOUR DETAILS APPEAR HERE,
PLEASE DO BE IN TOUCH VIA eaa @elmswell.org.uk
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What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.
For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.
February 2022

March 2022

April 2022

7

8

4

8
10
10

15

24
25

2.00pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell
Baptist Church Beetle Drive and Cookery
demonstration
Elmswell WI, 7.30 at The Wesley - Pottery
Class by Claire Douglas
Food ‘n’ Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church
midday
Elmswell History Group, 7.30 at
Blackbourne. Speaker Andrew Peachey:
Archaeology on Anglia One’s Cable Route
Elmswell Garden Club 7.30pm at the Wesley
Hall. Matthew Long - ‘Spring Bulbs for
Summer Colour’
Over 55’s club Bob Whiting entertains
ELF wine tasting of South African wines with
refreshments. Tickets £15 each available
from Elmswell Library Commencing 7:30pm

10

10
10

15

24
26

Elmswell WI, 7,30 at The Wesley - The Life of
bees by Alan Seager
Elmswell History Group, 7.30 at
Blackbourne. Speaker Jenny Seggar:
Burial Practices from Anglo-Saxon to
Victorian
Over 55’s club Fish & Chip Supper followed
by AGM
2pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell
Baptist Church - Stained Glass with Michelle
Russell
Elmswell Garden Club 7.30pm at the
Wesley Hall. Jim from Walnut Tree Nursery
‘Gardening in the Shade’
Over 55’s club Cash Bingo
Baby and toddler group - Nearly New Sale
11-2pm Blackbourne Hall

12
14

19

Ladies Friendship Group meet in
Blackbourne Car Park for a visit from The Bus
Shelter with Gareth Brenland
Elmswell WI, 7.30 at The Wesley - Annual
meeting
Elmswell History Group 22nd Anniversary
meeting, 7.30 at Blackbourne. Speaker
Clare Gapper: Decorative Plasterwork in
Elizabethan & Jacobean Suffolk
Elmswell Garden Club 7.30pm at the Wesley
Hall. Chris Reeve ‘A Gardeners Year at
Helmingham’

May 2022
9

2pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell
Baptist Church - the Life of an Auctioneer
with Bishop & Miller

STOP PRESS

Back in action at both Blackbourne & Wesley and hoping to stay that way, we have:
FITNESS - Sarah Evans’ classes include stretch-and-flex, spin, boxercise, legs bums & tums, bodyblast....throughout
the week and at weekends contact sarahjane.fitness@outlook.com
KARATE with Lewis - Tuesday 4.30 – 5.45 / Friday 5.00 – 7.00 info@greatheadma.com
JAPANESE JUJUTSU / SELF DEFENCE – Monday & Wednesday 6.30 – 8.30 ryoishintowaryuheiho@gmail.com tel. 07711 680262
BABY & TODDLER GROUP - Monday mornings elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com
BOWLS - barryhayward1902@gmail.com tel. 240951
GUIDES - Monday evenings 5.00 – 8.30 gem_2910@hotmail.co.uk
FOOTBALL - shaun.pratt@btinternet.com 07494 864231
RAINBOWS - elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com
JUNIOR FOOTBALL - smyth98@hotmail.com 07717 841591
CUBS Tuesdays 6.15 – 7.30 - claremariekeefe@gmail.com
BEAVERS /SCOUTS - Wednesday 5.45 – 9.15 ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk
OVER 55’S - every other Thursday 6.30 – 10.30 Diann Armstrong tel. 241002
CIRCLE DANCING - Thursdays 1.45 – 3.15 jenlarner@gmail.com
TREFOIL GUILD - 1st Tuesday monthly lesley.grout@btinternet.com
MARDLE QUILTERS - last Friday monthly carpajak@aol.com
MOO MUSIC - Fridays 12.45 – 3.15 bury@moo-music.co.uk
WI – evening at Wesley 2nd Tuesday monthly 7.30pm Terry Byford bbazby@aol.com
WI – afternoon at Wesley 1st Wednesday monthly Carol Blissett carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk
ART CLUB at Wesley every Tuesday 9.30 – 12,00 John Welford welford955@btinternet.com
HISTORY GROUP at Wesley 2nd Thursday monthly 7.30 stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk
GARDEN CLUB at Wesley 3rd Tuesday monthly 7.30 elmswellgardenclub@gmail.com
CARPET BOWLS – Wednesday 7.pm at Wesley – jf.boxall@btinternet.com
COMPANIONS – every other Friday 10 – 12 at Wesley - linda@abbott.plus.com
PILATES – Monday & Friday mornings – suzanne@triformpilates.co.uk
BINGO – Blackbourne, last Friday monthly doors open 6.30...eyes-down 7.30
If we’ve missed you out, do let us know...all enquiries to Ann at the Council Office Tel. 244134 Email clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

For the next 6 months we need copy by: February 26th, March 22nd, April 26th

01359 244 134 for all Amenities Association business, Newsletter and adverts.
Our new email address is EAA@elmswell.org.uk Your editors: Jean Barker, Maggie Bushell, Peter Dow
Contact us on

Published on the first Friday of every month by the Elmswell Amenities Association

Reg. Charity No. 304879. 2,000+ copies delivered free to households and to businesses in the community. A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by advertising.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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