
Published on the first Friday of every month by the Elmswell Amenities Association    Reg. Charity No. 304879.  
2000+ copies delivered free to households and to businesses in the community.   A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by advertising. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS EAA@elmswell.org.ukEAA@elmswell.org.uk

S U F F O L K 
N E W S L E T T E R 
O F  T H E  Y E A R

2009/2010/2011/2013/2014/2015/2017

The Elmswell 
Newsletter

‘Like a friend 
dropping in’

More than thirty years of Parish Record... all the Community News...

OCTOBER 2022 On line at elmswell.suffolk.cloud

    Well played      Well played         ...see page 15       ...see page 15

 ‘Well won – Well won – 
bowls Singles championbowls Singles champion

...see page 23...see page 23

Well done – Well done – 
0ver 0ver ££3,000.00 raised 3,000.00 raised 

...see page 11...see page 11



 EDITORIAL
Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate.  If you wish to comment, 
please do so via the office or by email at; eaa.elmswell.org.uk  We reserve the right to edit 
any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

Those looking to their Newsletter for reasons to be cheerful, look away now.   
For, on top of the trauma of losing a Sovereign, we have gained a new political direction 
which has, by many accounts, added various obscure financial threats to add to those already 
posted.  The latter include inflation and the cost of living related particularly to mortgages 
and keeping warm this winter - all to be piled on to an existing stockpile of worry and 
uncertainty as methane gas bubbles into the Baltic Sea from a sabotaged pipeline, as Covid 
figures threaten to feature on the daily news once again, as nuclear weapons are wheeled out 
of the metaphorical bunker and our trains not only don’t run on time, they don’t run at all.
It may be fanciful to suggest that we have 
an ‘editorial policy’.  Far too sophisticated 
for our rural rag.  However, those who 
carefully archive their monthly delivery 
(after reading each and every word) might 
agree that:

a . . .  we don’t do politics

b . . .  we remain resolutely local

c . . .  we champion Elmswell and 
encourage all and sundry to 
‘fight our corner’ despite the 
considerable pressures from the 
wider world to join a lemming-like 
rush over the cliffs of despair.

The backdrop to our little festival of all-
things-bright-and-Elmswell is as colourful 
as ever:

• The Art Club celebrate their best ever
annual show at Wesley

• Wesley Ukes go from strength to strength 
having become, in less that 12 months,
a  significant attraction and fundraiser at
village events – see their gig list

• Not 1 but 2 WI groups do very well what
WI groups do, but twice as well – garden
centre visits, jewellery exhibitions, stained
glass and more

• The Garden Club entertains an illuminating 
speaker whose experience includes
looking after the gardens at White Hart
Lane

• Our Over 55’s group host their traditional 
Harvest Supper and promise further
culinary treats on their planned visit to The 
Hut at Felixstowe for fish & chips

• The History Group go back to 1901 to
begin their account of Caister Lifeboat’s
adventures and personalities with the
promise of festive mirth and merriment
at their December session featuring the
celebrated Hexachordia ancient music
ensemble and a buffet supper

• Our bowls & football clubs report thriving 
membership and activity – resolutely
against the national trend of declining
memberships

• Elms Wild’s annual  Apple Day is bigger
and better than ever, and offering a rare
chance for those who have never carved
a wooden spoon to take the plunge

• Our Memorial Library continues with its
programme of community activities, as
do our churches, and community spirit
allows the Dance for Bethany event to
raise £3,000.00 plus....and the Village
Index promises   further delights – from
Bats & Bingo to Baby & Toddler, from
Scouts & Sewing B to Haughley Hoofers
and beyond all alliteration.

Our community success is no accident.  It 
is the end-product of many, lively, active, 
hard-working volunteers whose efforts are  
underpinned by a structure of facilities which 
has been hard won over 30 years or so from 
when the village had a time-served but very 
tired Memorial Hall and no playing fields.  
Hard won through the dogged determination 
and  dedication of a succession of those 
willing to take on the longer term challenge 
of providing community infrastructure.

Their foresight has proved to be propitious 
as, in those 30 years, the number of residents 
has grown way beyond the imaginings of 
those early pioneers who launched the 
Blackbourne Project as the beginning of a 
new era.

Blackbourne, on its original 11 acres, 
liberated the old Memorial Hall site for the 
purpose-built Memorial Library and garden 
– still owned by the village and rented to
Suffolk County Council for an income which
has, over the years, has been put to very
beneficial use.  And Blackbourne which has
grown from the single Chamberlayne Hall,
opened in 1998, to today’s multi-purpose
facility offering 4 letting options, offices for
the Parish Council and an Archive room.  With 
a further 6 acres recently added, Blackbourne 
has kept pace with the ever-increasing
demands of the growing population.

Meanwhile, Wesley was added into the mix 
and refurbished to provide a vital community 
hub at the very successful coffee shop as 
well as the beautifully appointed refurbished 
chapel.

Most recently the Elmswell Tavern forefronts 
our Council’s plans to work with the Elmswell 
Community Land Trust to provide community-
owned affordable homes in conjunction with 
the Elmswell Community Enterprise group 
aiming to develop the pub in a way that 
allows for shared benefits such as community 
heating.

The standard of presentation of these 
community benefits is high.  The forward 
thinking that brought one of the first 
community bottle banks to Elmswell 2 years 
ago is evident in the fact that we are similarly 
ahead of the game in the provision of our EV 
charging points at Blackbourne and Wesley.  
It provided both of these venue with the 
benefits of ground source heat pumps, a 
move proving to be the more valuable given 
current energy costs.

This vision is still with us.  In the Parish 
Council Report EPC clearly has an eye out 
for us.    road safety / school parking / HGV 
traffic / community affordable housing and 
a considerable weight of Planning issues.

Such revisiting of the Elmswell mind-set and 
the advantages comes to the fore because 
change could be in the air.  In May of next 
year there will be elections.  Regarding the 
national picture there can be no predictions, 
but locally we know that our representatives 
at Mid Suffolk and on our parish council will 
be subject to the popular vote.

We don’t do politics.  We simply aim to 
inform and encourage. Elmswell’s catalogue 
of success has not come easily.  It is the 
result of individuals working hard, generally 
un-noticed and un-remarked, often derided 
and criticised for trying.

There is a sure way to avoid such criticism, 
and that is to do nothing.  Keep the head 
down and the powder dry.  To poke that head 
above the parapet is to invite sniper fire.

Without the small army of those willing to 
take the risk of criticism over the years, there 
would be a fraction of the community which 
has been so hard-forged.  Our first registered 
parish councillor was Robert Atkins who 
signed his Declaration of acceptance of 
Office on 13th December 1894.  Since 
then, many  have, similarly,  signed on to 
try to make a difference.   As we approach 
the 2024 election, it is, surely, 
worth considering whether or 
not each of us might have 
a contribution to make 
in keeping the Elmswell 
bandwagon rolling?

Watch your Newsletter 
for details of how you 
can offer to help make a 
difference in May 2023.   
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
 ELMSWELL ART CLUB
Elmswell Art Club held its Art Show in 
September at the Wesley Hall; our previous 
Art Show was back in 2019, as part of 
Elmsfest. Our 2020 and 2021 exhibitions had 
to be cancelled due to the Covid pandemic. 

This year’s show was held over the weekend 
of 10th and 11th of September, a very 
solemn weekend in the wake of the death 
of Queen Elizabeth II and we must thank 
Elmswell Parish Council for their wonderful 
help and support in allowing us to go ahead 
and for opening the Wesley Coffee Shop on 
Sunday as well as on Saturday.

All of our members are deeply saddened by 
the death of Queen Elizabeth II and send our 
sincere heartfelt condolences to her family.

The show was very well attended with 
visitors able to view 140 of our members’ 
works of art; with subjects including 
landscapes & seascapes, buildings, portraits 
and animals as well as a special display 
of “glass art” by one of our members. The 
regular stream of viewers were impressed 
with the range, styles and quality of the 
paintings on display and no less than 37 
items of artwork were purchased, including 
paintings, prints, cards and glass items. 
Many of our visitors’ comments were very 

complimentary about the displays and 
about the friendliness of our club members. 
This is one of the key aspects of our club; we 
are very welcoming to all, whether you are 
an experienced artist or you would like to 
take up the challenge. Anyone interested 
in painting or drawing, with or without 
experience, is welcome and our members 
are always ready and willing to give help 
and advice on any subject matter, preferred 

styles or the different types of medium (e.g. 
watercolour, acrylic, oils, pastel, ink, etc.)

At the end of the show, a raffle was held 
for a wide range of excellent prizes – this 
was very well supported and resulted in a 
slightly better than break-even result for 
the Club.

One addition to this year’s show was the 
impressive display of Glass Art exhibited 
by Michelle Russell; the display attracted 
much interest and was well appreciated by 
members and visitors alike.

Elmswell Art Club is a friendly, sociable 
group of local artists who meet at the 
Wesley every Tuesday between 09:00 and 
12:00. New members of all abilities and 
styles are always welcome.    Eddie Douglas

WESLEY UKULELE BAND
Our next gig is at Elmswild’s Apple Day 
which falls between Newsletters, so to 
speak, and will be reported on in the next 
issue. My guess would be that we had a 
great time – based on the fact that we 
always  thoroughly enjoy ourselves when 
we play- and it only remains to be hoped 
that you were there and enjoyed yourselves 
too. We played for the Over 55s at their 
September 1st meeting  and had a great 
time there, mainly, I believe, because they 
joined in so enthusiasticly that they inspired 
us to greater heights. Kevin told us that 
it was our best performance to date but 
I am sure that it was audience-lead. They 
presented us with a generous sum of money 
which we added to our Mother and Toddler 
fund and then, out of the blue, made a 
further donation which will be added to 
our next project, the Bethany Fund. We have 
a concert for Bethany on November 19th 
and , in the interest of clarity, I will copy the 
information as I received it: 

Fund Raising for Bethany on the 19 th 
November, 7 for 7.30pm.

Wesley Ukes & Friends performing at the 
Wesley Hall, Elmswell.

To Reserve Tickets priced at £5 Please 
Contact Mrs Carol Pybus Tel: 01359 
245187  Mobile 07910285137

Raffle Tickets will be on sale at £1 a strip. 
All Monies raised will go to Bethany’s Fund.

Please bring along your own Beverages 
& Glasses if you wish to partake in a little 
drink, nibbles & water will be provided.

This is a month early but I am sure tickets will 
go quickly so I would urge you to contact 
Carol soon to avoid disappointment. I 
will mention it again next month but I 
would be surprised if we aren’t sold out by 
then. Coming up for October we have our 

monthly Tavern gig on Saturday 8th and, 
of course, the Folk Club, in which we are 
involved, on the third Wednesday which will 
be the 19th   in it’s new home of the Tavern, 
and, as ever, we will have our Thursday 
morning practice sessions at the Coffee 
Shop to which everyone is welcome.

For information please call Kevin on 01359 
240604

Or email: Kevin.Knock99@gmail.com
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House completions

Will writing

Family matters

Business legal advice
 

“It’s business as usual…
 

We may be working slightly di�erently
but we’ve never been closer to our clients”

Call 01284 701131
or visit www.burnettbarker.co.uk

 

 

  

 

 

For all your Electrical jobs big or small call 

Grant on 07597385744 or 

email elmswellems@gmail.com 

 

 

                                                                                             

Operating theatre

Dentistry

In-house laboratory

HAUGHLEY VET CENTRE
63 Old Street
Stowmarket
IP14 3NT

01449 673366

haughleythurstonvets.co.uk

THURSTON VET CENTRE
58 Barton Road
Bury St Edmunds
IP31 3PD

01359 232200

Scan the QR code or visit  
haughleythurstonvets.co.uk/book-an-appointment  
to book an appointment today.

W
HAT W

E  

OFF
ER

X-ray, ultrasonography,  
ECG & endoscopy

Pet Health Club

FREE Parking

V E T E R I N A R Y  C E N T R E S

Haughley

Thurston

YOUR LOCAL,  
FRIENDLY, 

FAMILY VET
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
 ELMSWELL EXCHANGE AFTERNOON WI

In September we welcomed Jo Hammond 
to our meeting.   Jo is a basket weaver 
and sculptor.   In fact she is a “twigweaver” 
because she uses all manner of greenery 
for her creations.    She did demonstrate the 
preparation of bramble for weaving and we 
were all amazed at the strength of this as a 

material.  Mind you it took a while to strip 
and divide so we weren’t surprised that 
most weavers use ready prepared willow.  
Her talk was interesting and she got us 
“working” with a quiz guessing the name of 
a variety of plant materials gathered from 
her garden and hedgerows and matching 
them with the various baskets she had 
displayed.  

Next Wednesday we will be enjoying a trip 
to Taverham Garden Centre,  Norwich in the 
care of Dan’s Coaches.   Our verdict will be 
in next month’s magazine.

Amanda Sutherland (costume and 
jewellery designer) will be our guest in 
October.  She was trained at The London 
School of Fashion and has worked at The 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.   She 
is an accomplished speaker and will be 
bringing lots of examples of her work,  and 
items for sale.  If you think you would be 
interested in joining us as a guest get in 
touch  with me (Maureen on 241033) or 
email modavis6@gmail.com

Since our last meeting,  of course,  we 
heard the sad news of Queen Elizabeth’s 

death.  A large majority of our members 
grew up  as she grew up and watched her 
develop into a diligent, loyal and steadfast 
Monarch.     We also recognise that she 
was a lifelong. member of Sandringham 
W.I. , and we have heard stories from Sylvia 
Walton (also once a Sandringham member) 
about how the Queen would join them 
when in residence at Sandringham House 
and enjoy the meetings. She was officially 
their President.   To compound matters,  we 
had attended the funeral of another of our 
own members  Irene Knight,  in Wetherden 
St. Mary’s. on the Thursday morning only 
to hear the news about our Queen in the 
afternoon.  I think we will all be very pleased 
to see the back of this year.

We will be holding a one minute silence at 
the October meeting to show our respect 
and affection for the late Queen.

Maureen Davis

HAUGHLEY HOOFERS AT TAVERN

Haughley Hoofers – seen here on a recent visit to the Elmswell Tavern – are  street dancers whose 
repertoire of clog dances  is drawn from the textile mills of Lancashire and Cheshire.

They meet at Haughley Village Hall and new dancers (no experience necessary) & acoustic musicians  
are welcome.

Find them on Facebook or ring Sue on 01449 766747 or Gill on 01449 673518 
for more information
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Station Road, Elmswell  IP309HD (behind the pharmacy)

Not just a pet food shop...
We also have a large stock of 
pet sundries, wild bird foods, 
poultry feeds and coldwater 
and tropical fish sundries.

Come and 
see our 
range of 
products 

today!

We also stock horse grooming equipment, 
frozen reptile foods, salt tablets for your 

water softeners and dishwashers… 
and much more.

Mon -Fri:             9-4 
Sat: 9-2

             01359 242942

Qualified workforce

printdesign graphics signs

PLEASE NOTE:  All designs, artwork and work supplied remain the PROPERTY & © COPYRIGHT of Coastline Graphics until full payment has been made of the relevant invoice.

CLIENT

ITEM

Please check the following:
• All Spelling of all text is correct
• Vehicle model and year are correct
• Size, Orientation & positioning of text/graphics
• Abnormalities in the logo appearance

Tel: 01284 717760 • Fax: 01284 717761 • www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk
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PVC Banners

PROCESS Full colour print

JOB No. 58855

STYLE. 1 ......REV. 2

DATE 25.11.20 DESIGNER Andreas

APPROVED BYElmswell Parish Council

PVC Banners.

Size: 4500x600mm

Qty: 2

WESLEY Coffee Shop... We are open!

Now serving iced coffees
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

 ELMSWELL GARDEN CLUB
Elmswell Garden Club opened its doors 
again on Tuesday September 20th.

It was a really well attended meeting and we 
enjoyed a most interesting talk given by a 
young man, Bradley Morris. He is based in 
Colchester gave us a real insight into how 
he decided to set up his own gardening 
business ‘Prune to Bloom’.

It was fascinating to hear how his childhood 
experiences, of helping his grandad on 
his allotment, sparked an enthusiasm and 
indeed a passion for all things plant related. 

In order to extend his knowledge Bradley 
attended Writtle University College for 
two years and during that time had the 
opportunity to work on a show garden. His 
enthusiasm must have shone out because 
he was asked to help on other show gardens 
including Hampton Court and Stoke and 
met numerous well-known gardening   
experts during that time. 

He then went on to work as a gardener 
for Tottenham Hotspur Football Club for 
a couple of years. From there he spotted 
a ‘Senior Gardener’ role at a local private 
school. While there he has been able to 
give pupils the benefit of his experience 
and has no doubt inspired them with his 
love of gardening. The school was invited 
to enter a garden in the Suffolk Show and 
won a Silver Guilt medal for their efforts. 

However, he knew that being self-employed 
would give him greater freedom and he 
has now established himself as a free-lance 
gardener. He showed us photographs of 
some of the hedges he’s trimmed, which 
he clearly takes a great pride in doing. He 
also talked about when to prune wisteria 
and the importance of pruning at the right 
time of year. 

We were thoroughly impressed by his 
enthusiasm and dedication and have no 
doubt that anyone employing him would 

be delighted with his work. He asked for his 
fee to be paid directly into the charity MIND 
and talked about the importance of people 
‘looking out’ for one another. 

Our next talk, on Tuesday October 18th, 
will be given by Simon White from Beales 
Roses and will include information about 
Climbing Roses.

If you require further information about Elmswell Garden Club (EGC),  
please contact Catherine, on 01359 242172 or Nick, on 01359 242601. 

The Club email is elmswellgardenclub@gmail.com  
and a good way of asking a question that will be swiftly answered.                                   

ELMSWELL WI
Brenda welcomed us all and we held a one-
minute silence, to remember the queen, 
before singing Jerusalem.
Our speaker was Michelle Russell, a local 
stained-glass artist.   She had created a 
colourful display of examples of her work, 
which demonstrated the three different 
techniques she uses.
Her passion for making stained glass began 
as a hobby after attending a four day 
course.  She was able to set up her garage 
as a workshop by using the voluntary 
redundancy money from her previous 
employment.   Some basic equipment is 
needed and care must be taken with the 
inevitable shards of glass, produced during 
the process.
The Romans first introduced glass to Britain 
and the Anglo Saxons created beautiful 
stained glass.   Canterbury Cathedral has 
the oldest examples in the country.  The 
Medieval principles of making stained glass 
are still used today in lead-work.  The pieces 
of coloured glass are cut out according to 
the design and put into a baton frame.  The 
lead borders are then fitted in and soldered 
at the joints.  Stained glass putty is padded 
in between to waterproof and strengthen 

the glass.  This is a slow and laborious 
process.
Michelle also uses copper foils to make 
stained glass. There were invented by 
Tiffany, which was founded in 1837.  This 
is a much quicker, easier method. There 
was some beautiful jewellery on Michelle’s 
display.  This was made by using dichroic 
glass, which was invented by N.A.S.A. for use 
in space, it shields humans and instruments 
from cosmic radiation.  It reflects the light 
in many different ways, producing lots of 
bright colours.  Many jewellers now use it 
because of the resulting beautiful colours, 
and light effects.
What an interesting evening we had!   We 
all enjoyed looking at Michelle’s work 
and luckily, she had brought along some 
examples for us to buy.  She also showed 
us how it is never too late to develop a new 
interest, which may develop into a passion!
Next month we are having an intriguing talk 
from a lady who runs a bed and breakfast 
establishment for people with unusual 
requirements...

Rosie Collins 
01359 241652

DAVID BRAND 
The family of David would like to 
thank all who sent cards, letters 

and messages at the time of  
their very sad loss. 

Thank you to everyone  
who attended David’s funeral and 

to all that donated  
to cancer research uk.
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 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUPP
Our September meeting was a somewhat 
subdued evening as The Queen had sadly 
passed away that afternoon but, after a 
respectful two-minutes’ silence had been 
observed in remembrance of Her Majesty, 
we welcomed Don Hill to give us his talk 
“Caister Men Never Turn Back”.
He began his presentation with an 
explanation of why 13th November 1901 
turned out to be so significant for both 
Caister and The Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI) generally.  On that night, 
lookouts on the Norfolk shoreline had 
spotted a distress flare fired from a lightship 
which was anchored close to the dangerous 
Barber Sands.  The warning that a boat 
was in trouble was hardly unexpected as a 
furious storm was blowing at the time, and 
all sorts of coastal craft regularly founded on 
the notorious and constantly-shifting sandy 
reefs off that part of the East Anglian coast.   
Immediately, Fred Haylett, the local lifeboat 
coxswain, with his volunteer crew, began 
to launch The Beauchamp, their sturdy but 
relatively primitive vessel.
The crew that night had great difficulty 
pushing and pulling their boat into the 
wild and foaming water. Their first attempt 
failed completely and the strong but heavy 
12- crewed vessel slipped from its launching 
platform.  It was 2am before the lifeboat 
finally entered the sea and, unfortunately, 
the crew that night were destined never 
to rescue anyone.  By 3am the Beauchamp 
itself was the cause of desperate concern as 
it capsized offshore, just a little further up 
the coast from where it was launched with 
such great difficulty.   The alarm was raised 
by the coxswain who managed to escape 
the upturned wreck and run back to the 
Caister lookout 
post where his 
f a t h e r,  J a m e s 
Haylett senior (a 
lifeboat veteran 
of 78 years), was 
on duty.  Together 
with others they 
hastily returned 
to the stricken 
vessel and, after 
an enormous amount of effort, they 
managed to rescue three more crew 

including Charles Knights (James` son-in-
law), Walter Haylett (James` grandson) and 
another man, John Hubbard.   Sadly, all 
remaining crew drowned.
  The story of The Beauchamp lifeboat and 
her brave crew quickly became known to 
the national newspapers and, throughout 
the country, people celebrated their 
steadfastness in the face of extreme danger.  
James even met The King!  Quickly the press 
and the public celebrated James` most 
celebrated phrase, ̀ Caister Men Never Turn 
Back`; later, the RNLI adopted ‘Never Turn 
Back` as its motto.
  Although Caister acquired its first motorized 
vessel in 1941 and by 1969 had rescued 
many people with it, The RNLI decided to 
close down the station, as it was supposed 
that nearby RNLI stations at Gorleston and 
Cromer could fill the gap left by Caister 
Lifeboat Station`s absence.   However, huge 
public support for a continued lifeboat 
presence at Caister led to the formation of 
an independent Caister Lifeboat Station, 
but only after John Woodhouse, a local 
fisherman, donated his time and a boat 
to the campaign, for which he was later 
awarded an MBE.   Celebrities such as 
Bernard Matthews and Jim Davidson also 
helped financially to support the Caister 
Lifeboat Station charity which goes on from 
strength to strength, with more modern 
vessels having been launched and, to date, 
at least 104 lives saved.

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT – rather than 
seeking your memories of just the WW2 
years, we’ve extended our request for any 
memories of 1940-60s, so do be in touch 
with our Chairman, Roger Collins (01359-
241652), if you would like to contribute.

 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

 
Elmswell 
History 

Group 

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website –

www.elmswell-history.org.uk 
or contact our Secretary, Stella Chamberlin on 01359-242601
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

ELMSWELL OVER 55’S CLUB
We are now into the last quarter of this year, 
firstly I would like to thank Diann for her 
planning for the Harvest Supper a splendid 
choice of food.
A big thank you to Barry Hazel and Charlotte 
for all the preparation to get the meal to 
the tables  all the plates being presented 
very uniformly, special thanks also to Stella 
for the Autumn flower decorations for the 
tables which were laid with gold table 
cloths.The evening concluded with Music 
by Gwyn Pritchard.     
Our last meeting in September featured 
another new face   (Susan Jayne)as our 
entertainer.
Our October meetings include a visit to 
the Hut at Felixstowe for Fish & Chips and 
on Thursday October27th we welcome 
“Countryholic” to bring us some more music 
it is an open evening starting at 7  00pm so 
please come and join us .

Grant    (240943) 

printdesign graphics signs
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WESLEY Coffee Shop... We are open!

PROPOSED VISIT to Ipswich Record Office 
Archive “The Hold” – we’re hoping to 
organise a visit to this brand new facility, 
so please let us know if you’d like to be 
included.
Lukeswood’s APPLE DAY – we were 
pleased to attend this outdoor occasion, 
with our thanks to the organisers and all 
volunteers who made it happen.
ADVANCE NOTICE of 8th December’s 
meeting – “In the Fields of Frost & Snow” will 
be a live music presentation of mirth and 
merriment for the Festive Season in the 16th 
& 17th Centuries, performed by popular 
accomplished musicians ‘Hexachordia’.    
Tickets (£5 & £7) will be sold at our 13th 
October and 10th November meetings, 
the price to include a festive buffet supper.
Thurs, 13th October; 7.30pm at Elmswell’s 
Wesley Hall, School Rd – Barbara McElroy’s 
fascinating illustrated talk entitled “A 
SUFFOLK BEVIN BOY, 1943-8”.    As the 
Archivist & Treasurer of the National Bevin 
Boys Association, Barbara first became 
interested in this subject because her 

father served as a Bevin Boy.   There was 
a great shortage of miners at the start 
of WW2 because the government of the 
day had short-sightedly not classified it 
as a ‘reserved occupation’ but, once this 
mistake was realised, the Minister of Labour 
& National Service, Ernest Bevin, devised 
the scheme in 1943 whereby men were 
conscripted to become ‘Bevin Boy’ miners, 
even though most of them had absolutely 
no experience of nor wish to do this work.    
Join us then to learn more of this interesting 
piece of recent social history.
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All aspects of 
landscaping and 

small scale groundworks

Specialising in: 
• Patios/pathways/driveways

• Turfing - including wildflower turf 
• Ponds - Koi/new build/maintenance

• Garden maintenance
• Ground/site clearance works  

• Remedial/demolition works
• Drainage/land drains

Darrell: 07828 925742

Email: DRTlandscapes.RG@gmail.com
Facebook: DRT Landscapes 

www.drtlandscapes.co.uk 

ABACUS ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
Quality Service from Conception to Completion

Contact John Sanderson
Mobile: 07544 919905

jasanderson1955@gmail.com

Specialists in Planning & Building Design
Planning Applications (Residential/Commercial)

New Build Agricultural & Industrial
House Extensions
38 yrs Experience

Councillor
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Find out more about how to become 
a Councillor and make a difference 

to your community 
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 AROUND & ABOUT

Miles

ELMSWELL LIBRARY
Hello Elmswell,
Congratulations to Edward and Matilda 
Plowman and Alice Winstanley for winning 
the Sunflower and Writing competitions. 
We had a lot of people growing the seeds 
from Easter and they were the ones who 
managed to get the best. It was even 
more impressive given the weather we 
had which made the sunflower growing 
extra challenging this year. Edward and 
Watilda’s sunflower grew to 107cm. Thank 
you to Thompson & Morgan for supplying 
the seeds.

The first winning story was about written 
in a diary style of a child orphaned while at 
a boarding school, going into service and 
then being adopted by a family friend. It 
really captured the type of language that 
is found in 18th and 19th century literature 
and fitted a lot in to a short story.
The second winning story was about a 
group of school girls who decide to skip 
class and go into the woods together as 
one of them has a surprise to show them. 
Unfortunately the surprise is not what they 
imagined and the reader is left in suspense 
as to what the real purpose of the trip was.
Johann Don-Daniel’s artwork is on display. 
There is a sculpture ‘Lamp’ (2022) as you 
come in, a large canvas version of a book 
cover of the classic War of the Worlds, 
which was made originally for display at 
Glastonbury Festival 2014 and ‘rancar’ 
(2022) which hopefully will appeal to 
visitors of the library of all ages.
This month’s display is of books with 
teenage main characters. We will have a 
mix of teen fiction, manga, graphic novels, 
young adult fiction and adult fiction.
See you in the library soon,

What’s on at Elmswell Library?
Story Time
1.10pm – 1.30pm every Tuesday
The Keep in Touch Community Café 
10.30am on Wednesday 19th October at the 
Wesley Café (every 3rd Wednesday)
Knit and Natter
2pm – 3pm Tuesday 11th October (every 
2nd Tuesday of the month)
Adult Reading Practice
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please book 
in advance.
Sunday Crafts
1pm – 2pm every Sunday
Lego Club
Every Sunday 11am – 12noon

Opening times
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Wednesday: 2pm – 5pm
Thursday: 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Friday: 2pm – 5pm
Saturday: 10am – 1pm
Sunday: 10am – 3pm
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Servicing and repairs of:
BOILERS & COOKERS

M.O.T. DUE
Require a quick reliable service ?

M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.

Tests available for all types of cars 
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.

Local collection service available.

Also repairs and servicing available 
on request.

D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP

GROVE LANE  
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

ELMSWELL

PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

BJW
PLUMBING & HEATING
YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation

Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling

Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes

Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs

GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549

200169

P H Peckham 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
T. 01359 240958  M. 07802 642884 
e. phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com
• 24 HOUR CALL OUT   

• FREE Estimates

• Corgi Registered  Solid Fuel,  
Oil or Gas

• Bathroom Suites Designed  
and Installed

• Water Softners Fitted   

• Tiling

• Boilers Serviced 214650

Wayne 
Salmon 
Electrical
For all your electrical 
requirements –  
Domestic, commercial and 
industrial.
All work carried out to a 
high standard. 

Mobile 07843 302798 

    T.P. Services 
 

 

UPV-c Window & Door 
Repairs 

 

Sealed Units, Hinges, 
Locks, Handles, Letter Boxes 

 
Over 30 years’ 

experience,       free 
quotations 

 

Contact: Tom 
Mob: 07957 098118 

Email: tpservices65@gmail.com  
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 AROUND & ABOUT

          

Day Centre for the Elderly 

 

 
PNS Family Care Services provides an elderly 
day centre at the Blackbourne Community 
Centre, Elmswell, where you can participate in 
various activities, socialise and meet new people 
in a safe and secure environment. We are open 
every Monday from 9:30 am – 2:30 pm, and you 
are free to come and go as you please. Activities 
include various board games, card making, 
bingo, jewellery making, floristry, watching 
movies and many more. Whilst we encourage 
everyone to participate in all the activities, how 
you choose to spend your time at the centre is 
entirely up to you. We also provide a light lunch, 
hot and cold drinks, homemade cakes, biscuits 
and sandwiches. Our well-trained, friendly staff 
will ensure you receive the help and support you 
need to make your experience as enjoyable as 
possible. For more information and to arrange a 
trial visit, please get in touch with us. 

 

9 Guildhall Street 
BURY ST EDMUNDS 
Suffolk 
IP33 1PR 
Telephone: 01284 724223 Email: admin@pnscare.co.uk 
Website: www.pnscare.co.uk 
Mobile: Kelly 07453777500 or Dean 07795242866 

'DANCE FOR BETHANY’ 
The family of Bethany would like to 
sincerely thank everyone who has 
supported the fundraiser “Dance for 
Bethany” The generous prizes and 
donations from local businesses and 
people is greatly appreciated and we 
are overwhelmed by the support of our 
village community. You can follow her 
progress on Facebook just search for 
Bethanys Medulloblastoma.



12

 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP

 ST JOHN’S CHURCH
Hello from St John’s Church
September was a mixed month with 
beginnings and endings.  Children returned 
to school to begin a new year of learning.  
We shared the joy of a young couple, as we 
celebrated their gorgeous wedding and 
the beginning of their married life together.  
And we mourned the passing of our much 
loved sovereign, as well as our good friend 
Derek Jones, who was a faithful and long-
standing member of our congregation. 
St John’s was frequently open for the 
lighting of candles and signing a book of 
condolence during the period of mourning 
and we were grateful to a member of the 
community for helping us to purchase 
a new Union flag to fly at half-mast.  A 
moving Service of Prayer and Reflection 
to remember her Majesty was held on 
Wednesday 14 Sept.  
The day before her funeral, we sang a new 
hymn specially written to commemorate 
our late Queen.  The words spoke deeply 
to us, as our sadness is mixed with the 
joy of knowing she is now with the Lord 
Jesus, the King of Kings, whom she served 
so devotedly.  The words of the first verse 
are below:
We see tears and celebration, 
for this life so dignified,
bearing thanks and hearts of sadness,
to the God of death and life.
As he takes her to his promise,
of an audience with the King,
we remember all she gave us,
wreaths of gratitude we bring.
As we look to October, we shall be 
celebrating Harvest with an All Age Family 
Service followed by a “bring and share” 
lunch on 2 October.  We also look forward to 
the local primary school joining us for their 
own celebration of Harvest the following 
morning.  Harvest is a time to remember 

with thankfulness how “all good things 
around us are sent from heaven above.”
At the end of the month, on Saturday 29 
October at 7:30pm, our Variety and Spice 
evening is back.  Please do come and join 
us for an evening of entertainment, music 
and comedy.
St John’s is a friendly church and all are 
welcome.  Why not pop along to meet us 
and worship God on a Sunday at 10:30am? 
You will receive a warm welcome and we 
would love you to stay for a cup of tea or 
coffee afterwards.
Upcoming Dates:
Sun 2 Oct 9:00am Lord’s Supper 
(spoken service)
Sun 2 Oct 10:30pm  Family Harvest 
Festival followed by Bring & Share Lunch
Sun 9 Oct 10:30am  Worship with 
Lord’s Supper
Sun 16 Oct 10:30am  Sunday Worship
Sun 23 Oct 10:30am  Worship with 
Lord’s Supper
Sun 30 Oct 10:30am  Sunday Worship
Sun 6 Nov 9:00am Lord’s Supper 
(spoken service)
Sun 6 Nov 10:30pm  Family Service
Sun 6 Nov 3:00pm Confirmation 
Service with Bishop Mike
Every Saturday:
9:00am  Weekly prayer meeting online 
(see website for details)
We live stream most of the 10:30am 
services on our Facebook page (also 
available on our main web site later that 
day).   
Rector:  Peter Goodridge
Email:  elmswellrector@gmail.com 
Tel:   01359 240512
Web site: www.stjohnselmswell.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/  
 stjohnselmswell 
YouTube:  accessed via our website
 home page

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH   
TOWER FLOODLIGHTING

As always, everyone is welcome to sponsor 
the floodlighting of St. John’s,  a lovely way 
to commemorate a personal event, an 
anniversary, or any other special occasion.  
Alternatively, you can simply make a 
donation. 
And it all helps to pay the ever-increasing 
day-to-day running expenses of our parish 
church. 
For October the lights will be on between 
7.00 p.m. and midnight.   A night ’s 
floodlighting costs £5.  
Cheques payable please to  “ST. JOHN’S 
CHURCH, ELMSWELL”.  Your support is much 
appreciated.
All bookings / payments to  :- 
Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, 
Elmswell, IP30 9DU    (Tel: 240908). 
SEPTEMBER 2022 SPONSORSHIP NOT 
PREVIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED
Thursday 8th  to  Monday 19th    to remember 
our late monarch, Queen Elizabeth 11,and 
acknowledge her dedication, hard work 
and love for our nation and commonwealth, 
during her 70 years reign.  “Rest in peace”.
OCTOBER  2022  SPONSORSHIPS
5 in loving memory of Mary Eveline 

Skinner.  Love, Margaret.  xx. 
6 remembering Dorothy Bloomfield’s 

Birthday.
15 remembering a dear brother, Derek 

Bloomfield, on his Birthday.        
16 to remember and thank all those past 

Elmswell Fire-Fighters who served 
their village and community so well.

18 in loving memory of Leila Buzinin.
19 Roger Dalby on your Anniversary.  

Love from all the family.
21 remembering my Mum, Olive Rose 

Dalton, on her Birthday.
22 remembering our dear son, Matthew J. 

Pollen,  on his 45th Birthday. With our 
love from Mum, Dad & Glenda.  xxx.

24 in memory of our dear Dad, Bernard 
Booth.
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 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP
26 remembering Carl Finch on his 

Birthday.
27 in loving memory of  Mary Eveline 

Skinner on her Birthday.  Love, 
Margaret.  xx.

27 cherished memories of a dear Aunt, 
Mary Eveline Skinner, on her Birthday.  
xx.

28 in loving memory of a dear Nana 
& Grandad,  Rene and George Stiff.                
“Always remembered”.  Louise and 
Brian. xx.

28 as the autumn leaves fall,  precious 
memories of a dear Mum  and Dad, 
Rene and George Stiff .  Monica, Philip 
and family.  

30 Ken Catchpole.  Remembering your 
85th Birthday.   “When someone you 
love is in Heaven,  there’s always a bit 
of Heaven in your home”. Love from 
Joan, Stephanie, Ivan, William and 
Glyn.  xxxxx.

31 in memory of Roy Clark.

 CATHOLIC PARISH   
 OF OUR LADY,   
 STOWMARKET
Parish Priest: Rev. Simon Leworthy, 
The Presbytery, 29 Lockington Road, 
Stowmarket, IP14 1BQ
Tel:01449-612946 E-mail: pp@
ourladystowmarket.org.uk
MASS TIMES:
Saturday (First Mass of Sunday) – 6PM 
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 9QG
Sundays – 8.30am & 10.15am 
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket 
IP14 1AW
Holy Days – 10am & 7.30pm 
Our Lady’s Strickland Road Stowmarket
Weekday services in the Parish are 
advertised at the 
front of Our Lady’s Church, in the weekly 
Newsletter and on  the Parish Website –  
www.ourladystowmarket.org.uk

   ELMSWELL   
BAPTIST  CHURCH 

I’m writing this quite early in the month 
and it’s still pretty warm, even if the 
temperatures are down from the peaks. 
We’re being promised rain later this week, 
where have I heard that before?! No doubt 
your garden is like ours, looking like a 
parched desert and generally pretty sorry 
for itself despite what seems like perpetual 
watering!  In the prophesies of Isaiah he 
says the desert and the parched land will 
be glad, the wilderness will rejoice and 
blossom. He goes on to encourage those 
who are fearful and weary and points to 
a time when all things will change. But he 
says all this will only be available to those 
who have been redeemed, looking forward 
to Jesus coming. God will send sunshine 
and rain on the good and the bad but our 
eternal destiny rests on our accepting Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and seeking to serve him 
as Lord.
Since I started writing this piece we have 
seen the death of our Queen, Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth 11 after 70 years on the 
throne. The Queen, increasingly in recent 
years, has made much of her Christian 
faith. As people have shown their love and 
respect for her in recent days, it is to be 
hoped that they will reflect on the fact that 
she was the person she was because of her 
faith in Jesus Christ.
Why not come and find out more about this 
at one of our Sunday services at 10.30am 
every week? A warm welcome awaits.

We are grateful to all those who preach 
each week. The preachers booked for our 
10.30am services in the coming weeks are 
as follows:-
October 9th       
Mark Partridge – All-Age Harvest  - 
followed by a BBQ
October 16th       
Paul Kemp
October 23rd       
Rev. Norman Tharby
October 30th       
Rev. Barbara Challis
November 6th       
Rev. Norman Tharby (inc Communion)
As you can see we have our Harvest on 
October 9th (seems rather late with the 
early harvest this year, there’d be no 
problem in my farmer grandad singing “all 
is safely gathered in” this year! – even if he 
wouldn’t have been happy with the yield!).  
This is an All-Age service so suitable for 
everyone and all who attend are welcome 
to stay for the BBQ afterwards.
Our midweek gatherings resume on 
September 21st at 10.30am at the chapel. A 
time of bible study, prayer and chat. Phone 
Jackie on 01359 245918 for more details.
The Ladies Friendship Group gather at 2pm 
on Monday October 3rd , unfortunately our 
speaker has had to cry off so an alternative 
is being sought, so it will be a mystery 
afternoon!! Telephone Margaret on 01359 
241541 for more details. All ladies are 
welcome.
Food ‘n’ Friends is taking place a week later 
in the month than normal on October 
20th at Midday. A home (more accurately, 
a church) cooked meal and plenty of time 
to chat. Telephone Jackie on 01359 245918 
to book your place. All Senior Citizens are 
welcome.
Visit our website at www.elmswellbaptist.
org.uk , email cockant2@btinternet.com  
text or call 07784 095225 or telephone 
01359 241541 for further info.
Tony

Report on our Speed Indicator Devices (SID’s) – as of 15th September
The average data have not changed over the last few months, with the headline numbers being:
Ashfield Road Average speed 30.27 mph AADT approx. 1200
 Approx. 55% of drivers over limit Average excess speed 36.5 mph
Church Hill Average speed 29.41 AADT approx.. 3000
 Approx. 40% of drivers over limit Average excess speed 34.5
Wetherden Road Average speed 29.71 AADT approx.. 2500
 Approx. 47% of drivers over limit Average excess speed 34.2 mph
[AADT is the Annual average Daily Traffic – a simple way of standardising how busy a road is.  It 
represents the total volume of traffic over a road over a full year]
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The Old Police House,
Cooks Road, Elmswell,

Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP30 9DB.

Tel: 0345 271 3245 
 

Worried about Savings?
Let our team of nancial advisers help you to get the 
most from your savings and investments.

Confused about your pension?
We would be happy to discuss the options available 
for your retirement planning.

Want to protect your family or income or 
mortgage and loan?
We are here to advise on the right solutions for your 
budget. 

Mortgages?
For a competitive mortgage, we have advisers to assist 
with that purchase or remortgage.

Equity Release 
We have advisers able to assist you with this area of 
advice. 

Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and 
can affect your eligibility for means tested benets.
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We make it 

Clear Financial Services is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Ltd.
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

A pension is a long term investment

Clear Financial
Services
(UK) Ltd

 

  

 

Telephone: 01359 242555  
 

Email: elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk 
 

Open Thursdays and by appointment at Elmswell Railway Station 

 

Across Greece there is a life and vibrancy not experienced in 
recent years and a buzz of excitement as guests arrive in the 

resorts and rediscover their love of travelling.  
And, whilst there is a heightened level of expectation and desire 

of the holiday experience, it is clear, from those who have 
travelled to date, that the rewards from travel are as great 

 - if not greater - than ever before. 

Late booking offer  
Lourdas Beach Apartments, South Kefalonia, Greece 

from £599 per person  
(June 25th - October 29th) 

NOW IN ELMSWELL

CALL 01359 256821

Reduced fee for

Elmswell Sellers*

*T’s & C’s and

minimum fees
apply
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 VILLAGE GREEN

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the Autumn at Lukeswood 

 

As all gardeners know, autumn is a good time to take stock of your plot, to enjoy all the fruits of your 
labours, to assess what’s been successful and what hasn’t worked so well, and to make plans for the next 
growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of the garden 
and to see where improvements can be made. 

 

It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for 
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone – 
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the 
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and 
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.  

 

Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on 
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at 
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new 
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing on dead wood lying around the site. This curious 
fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself 
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!). 

 

 

Raindrops were falling on our 
heads...
….. but that didn’t stop everyone from enjoying 
Apple Day! The weather forecasts all said it would 
be dry and bright, and in fact the morning when 
we were setting up was warm and sunny, but just 
as we were about to open dark clouds appeared 
and the rain began. It didn’t dampen our spirits, 
though, and everything went ahead as planned 
with just a little improvisation. The circle dancers 
grabbed every opportunity between showers for 
a twirl, and the Trefoil Guild outdoor café was 
quickly transformed into a cosy indoor shelter 
with steaming mugs of tea and delicious cake 
to chase away the chills. All our stalwart stall-
holders continued to ply their wares undaunted, 
and intrepid children set off happily on the 
Treasure Hunt despite the wet conditions. The 
wonderful Wesley Ukulele Band squeezed into 
the pole barn and kept everyone’s spirits up 
with a constant rendition of old favourites. No, 
they didn’t play Singin’ In the Rain, despite many 
requests, but gave it their all in the cramped 
conditions and cheered everyone up. This must 
have been their most challenging venue yet, so 
thanks to all the players for sticking with it and 
helping to make a successful Apple Day even 
in the rain.

A huge thank you to all our loyal stall-holders, 
performers and volunteers, and especially to all 
the visitors who defied the weather and came 
to support us. We will do it all again next year 
– when hopefully we will be basking in autumn 
sunshine instead of dodging raindrops!

Spoon carving with Fay Jones
Visitors to Apple Day will have seen Fay’s fantastic 
stall of hand carved spoons and jewellery, and 
naturally dyed wools. Fay has very kindly agreed 
to run some special workshops at Lukeswood, so 
if you are inspired to have a go at hand carving 
or dyeing this is your chance to learn from the 
expert. Our spoon carving workshop will be 
on the morning of Saturday 5th November. All 
tools and materials will be provided. There will 
be a small charge just to cover costs, but these 
courses are usually quite expensive, so this is 
a rare opportunity to learn a new skill at a low 
price. Places are limited, so if you are interested 
please contact us for further details. Next year in 
June we’re hoping to run Colours of Lukeswood 
– a full-day workshop learning about natural 
dyeing, using materials from our own woodland. 
Again, if you are interested please get in touch for 
further details. Fay is much in demand so we are 
really pleased to get her at Lukeswood!

What a year for blackberries!
Despite drought, record high temperatures – 
and now rain – it has been a very good year 
for blackberries. In Lukeswood the bramble 
bushes have been heavy with fruit. If you went 
blackberrying in August and September I’m 
sure there must have been some tasty pies and 
crumbles on the dinner table. It’s also great to 
eat them straight off the bush, sun-warmed 
and fragrant. But if you’re tempted to grab a 
few blackberries now, you might want to think 
twice – folklore has it that after Michaelmas (29th 
September) the devil has spat on them. Legend 
aside, once the rains start they often become 
mushy or mouldy and any late ripening berries 
will be hard and bitter. Those thrifty souls who 
picked them early and stashed a few bags in the 
freezer can give themselves a pat on the back for 
getting one over on the devil. Deep into winter, 
how lovely to open a bag of delicious berries and 
re-live the scents of summer!

Mary Feeney
info@elmswild.org.uk

241901
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Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Curtains
• Hard Floors

call Peter on 01359 241577
email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk

ServiceMaster West Suffolk

Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

  
 
 

HAYWARDS 
SOLICITORS 

 
FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 

 
We offer Fixed Fees at Competitive Rates 

 
Telephone: (01449) 613631 

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk   
www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk 

Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients. 
7 - 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ 

F. G. BROWN  F. G. BROWN  
– OPTICIANS– OPTICIANS

Denmark House,  Denmark House,  
41 Bury Street,  41 Bury Street,  

StowmarketStowmarket

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030Tel:- 01449 612812/674030
As independent opticians we offer a more 

personalised eyecare service that you can trust 
for all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination

Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames

and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses

Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priorityYour sight care is our priority

Units 1-2, Station Rd Industrial Estate, Station Rd, Elmswell , Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9HD.

ALL TYPES OF SERVICING - WELDING - MOT WORK - CLUTCHES - EXHAUSTS - SHOCKS
AIR CONDITIONING - TYRES - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS - BATTERIES - CAMBELTS - BRAKES

TEL: 01359 242479 OR VISIT: WWW.PARKGARAGESERVICES.CO.UK

Your LOCAL GARAGE with over 20 years experience servicing and repairing all makes and models.

will main sign.qxp_Layout 1  14/03/2017  20:09  Page 1

Help is at hand - Call Toby Hicks
01449 771991 / 07968 686035

Are you having trouble setting up or
operating your TV / Audio or DVD?

Has your equipment stopped working?
Does your TV need a re-tune?

(Formerly BV Hicks Ltd)
TV & Audio Solutions

NEW DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AND 

 TV PRODUCTS SUPPLIED
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 CITIZENS ADVICE
I’ve got loads of problems with my house that I’ve been putting off fixing - a faulty boiler, a window 
that won’t shut properly, broken light fittings. The list goes on! I want to sort it out but I’ve had bad 
experiences with dodgy builders in the past. How do I find someone I can trust?
Making home improvements can be stressful, 
but there are a few steps you can follow to 
help it go smoothly.

First, find a Trading Standards ‘approved 
trader’. It’s also worth checking if they’re 
a current member of a trade body. Trade 
bodies have codes of practice and can help 
resolve problems if things go wrong. Ask 
who they’re registered with and then check 
the trade body’s website.

For any gas and electric fixes, only use 
certified traders - it’s dangerous to use 
someone who doesn’t know what they’re 
doing. You can check the Gas Safe Register 
at gassaferegister.co.uk for a list of traders 
and use a registered electrician from 
electricalcompetentperson.co.uk who can 
certify their own work.

It’s always helpful to get references or 
recommendations where possible. Ask your 
friends, family or neighbours if they know 
of anyone they’d recommend. You can also 
ask the person you hire for examples of work 
they’ve carried out in the past. Try to avoid 
contractors who won’t give references - it’s a 
sign they could be dishonest.

When you find someone, ask for a written 
quote - this is different to an estimate. A 
quote is legally binding and the tradesperson 
can’t change it without a good reason - for 
example, if you ask for extra work to be done. 
It’s worth comparing quotes from several 
contractors to make sure you’re getting a fair 
price.

Next, get a written contract. This should 
cover exactly what you’re paying for and 

everything you’ve agreed on, including 
timings, payments, who will pay for materials 
and any subcontractors if needed. When it 
comes to payment, it’s best to opt to pay in 
stages rather than upfront. Try to pay by card 
if you can - this can give you extra safeguards 
if something goes wrong.

Finally, make sure your trader is fully insured. 
Keep copies of receipts and your written 
contract. These will be important as evidence 
if things go wrong. It’s also helpful to take 
photos of any problems if they arise.

If you have a problem with a contractor and 
you’re not sure what to do, call the Citizens 
Advice consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133.

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including 
debt, employment, benefits and family law.  You can contact them on 01449 676060 
or use the contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  For more information 
and our opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. Mid Suffolk

 AROUND & ABOUT
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Way to go…
Elmswell’s monthly footpath walks take in 
footpaths around and about the village...4 miles 
maximum – easy walking, everyone welcome, 
dogs on leads please .  

All walks start from the village sign on Crown Mill.

MEET AT THE 
VILLAGE SIGN 
11 AM ON 
SUNDAY  
16TH 
OCTOBER

Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs

on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs

• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3
The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.

Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30

Sat 8:30 - 1:00

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required

• CAMBELT   • HEAD GASKETS

•
T
Y
R
E
S
•
E
X
H
A
U
S
T
S
•
B
A
T
T
E
R
I
E
S
•
C
L
U
T
C
H
E
S

•
B
R
A
K
E
S
•
W
E
L
D
I
N
G
•
S
U
S
P
E
N
S
I
O
N
•
T
U
N
I
N
G

TONY FISHER
PLUMBING & PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
• 24hr Emergency Callout
• Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
• Bathroom/shower 

installation
• Tanks/cylinders/radiators
• Tiling floors/walls
• Painting & Decorating
• General DIY jobs
• Garden Maintenance

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743
Reliable & Friendly Service!

REST EASY,REST EASY,

Spend your time with your 
family this summer while 
we here at allhomes look 
after your home move with 
exclusive marketing no other 
agent can o� er in the area.

WE’VE GOT THIS

01359 234444 
mail@allhomes.uk.com
allhomes.uk.com

Contact us to book your FREE property valuation today.
AllHomes_RestEasy.indd   1AllHomes_RestEasy.indd   1 20/05/2022   08:3320/05/2022   08:33
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 
CAN YOU REACH THE SPIDER? 

CAN COLOUR THE PUMPKIN? 

HALLOWEEN COUNTING  
 

PUMPKIN RICE CRISPIE TREATS! 
 

You will need –  
Rice crispies / white chocolate  

Orange food colouring / Green smarties 
/ Curly wurly 

Steps -  
Fist melt down your chocolate and add 
the orange food colour. Mix in your rice 
crispies until the mixture becomes thick 
and scoop into cupcake cases / mould 
into balls. Pop a green smartie at the 

top, add in a section of the curly wurly 
and add a face if you wish! Leave to set 
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PUMPKIN RICE CRISPIE TREATS! 
You will need – 
Rice crispies / white 
chocolate 

Orange food colouring 
/ Green smarties / 
Curly wurly

Steps - 
Fist melt down your chocolate and add the 
orange food colour. Mix in your rice crispies 
until the mixture becomes thick and scoop into 
cupcake cases / mould into balls. Pop a green 
smartie at the top, add in a section of the curly 
wurly and add a face if you wish! Leave to set
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

3 BRANCHES 
ARE BETTER 
THAN 1

ORDER ONLINE AT 
JEWSON.CO.UK

TRADE & PUBLIC WELCOME
LANDSCAPING
KITCHENS
TOOL HIRE
TIMBER

Diss
Victoria Road
IP22 4GQ
01379 643531

Stowmarket
Newton Road
IP14 5AE
01449 613147

Bury St Edmunds
Cranfield Road
IP32 7DF
01284 702562

00505-39 Cringleford Golf Club Mag. Ad 70x70 3 Branches.indd   100505-39 Cringleford Golf Club Mag. Ad 70x70 3 Branches.indd   1 23/10/2020   13:1623/10/2020   13:16

FIRST TEAM REPORT
Our season started with a dominant 5-2 victory over Stonham Aspal 
with goals from Matt McComb, Andy Brookin and Hattrick hero 
Will Hayden. The following week saw us draw 1-1 away at Ipswich 
Athletic with a small squad with just 1 sub. The team battled hard 
and could have come away with all 3 points had we put our chances 
away. The goal came from Will Hayden and Man of the match went 
to our skipper Aidan Ashton. The next game was back at Grove 
against Great Blakenham. We came out of this game losing 4-0 and, 
I believe, having not lost yet and playing against a team that had 
just been promoted, the lads thought this was going to be an ‘easy’ 
game. We were bought back down to earth but never gave up and 
should have put some chances away. We then were finally able to 
return to our home at The Blackbourne against another promoted 
side, Kesgrave. We had made four signings in the week before this 
game and three of them started. All three fitted in well and didn’t 
look out of place, like they’d always been here. We played some 
of the best football I’ve seen an Elmswell team play but Kesgrave 
put their chances away and won the game 4-0. It’s a difficult result 
to accept as we had many positives to take with the new signings 
strengthening the team and taking us to a new level. 
The Kesgrave game also saw us join the Elmswell U16s side 
in wearing a yellow sock on the left leg to raise awareness for 
children’s cancer as well as raising money for local inspirational 
teenager, Bethany, who attended the game (pictured above).
Last week we played Claydon Res. Once again we started brightly 
and strongly having a some good chances but no conviction. Just 
before half time Sam Bassett’s misplaced pass had him trying to 
correct his mistake but ultimately gave away a penalty which was 
converted. We kept the intensity and pressure up as the second 
half kicked off with Reece Lawrence-Bayly coming on for his debut 
but he was powerless as a ball across the box was punished at the 
back post giving keeper Olly Chaplin no chance who himself had a 
very good performance. Eliott Gunter went on a mazy run 25 mins 
from time, finishing off his run with a smart finish past the keeper. 
The last 20 mins saw us press for an equaliser but it wasn’t to be. 
The team’s performance was, again, very good but like previous 
weeks we didn’t take our chances. MOTM went to goal scorer 
Gunter.                                              Liam Trickey - First Team Manager
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

RESERVES REPORT
Our reserves have not had much luck since we last met. Our first 
game, against Kesgrave Kestrels A, was abandoned after twenty 
minutes when our keeper, Steven Reid, dislocated his knee. It 
was a nasty one and we wish him all the best in his recovery and 
subsequent footballing retirement.  
The following game against Bramford Utd Reserves was postponed 
by the league out of respect for the recent passing of the Queen.
We then travelled to Eye Saints with a depleted squad, hoping to 
get our season going at last. It was not to be. After slightly longer 
this time, maybe thirty or so minutes, another dislocated knee (an 
opposing player this time) caused the game to be abandoned.
Last week we trekked all the way over to face Div.5 Wenhaston 
Utd Reserves in the Reserves Cup. We made a strong start despite 
several of the team not having played together before. They scored 
first against the run of play with a long-range effort. As they then 
began to dominate, Jake Fisher pulled us level with an audacious 
freekick from wide on the right. Liam Britton slotted home from 
the edge of the box to nudge us in front. We had some enforced 
substitutions second half and were hanging on a little. Jason Brown 
made a wonder save to keep us ahead but was given no chance 
as their equaliser found the top corner. Straight to penalties these 
days. A good thing for us after our first 90mins of the season. Our 
successful penalty takers were Jordan Ashton, Jake Fisher, Paul 
Cable, Cam Harrington and Liam Britton. MOTM Jason Brown 
made a great save (you can see on our insta and fb)  to win 4-5 on 
penalties.
UPCOMING HOME FIXTURES 
01/10 - Elmswell v Saxmundham Sports - Div 2
08/10 - Reserves v Hadleigh Utd Brettsiders – Div 6
15/10 - Elmswell v Saxmundham Sports – Junior Cup
22/10 - Elmswell v Thurston - Div 2
29/10 - Elmswell v Coplestonians Reserves - Div 2
05/11 - Reserves v Sporting 87 ‘A’ - Primary Cup
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A&C A&C 
FENCING, FENCING, 

GARDENING & PATIOSGARDENING & PATIOS

No obligation quotes

Contact Andy
01449 403050   077487 85197
wade.andrew63@gmail.com

All fencing supplied and erected
All garden work...regular maintenance or one-off

• Grass cutting up to 3½ acres
• Garden Clearance

•  Tree Felling   •  Stump Grinding
•  Concrete bases laid   •  Sheds erected

•  Turf Laying   •  Artificial Turf
•  Driveways  • Pressure Washing

•  Garden machines serviced and repaired
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  ELMSWELL SPORT

 ELMSWELL FOX BOWLS CLUB
 On Thursday, 8th September, one week to the day after our League season finished, we held our end of season, Presentation night/
annual club dinner, rolling all three celebrations into one. It was well attended, as ever, with only two of the Trophy winners absent. 
With all league pressures off, it was a relaxed and convivial occasion as, I suspect, it might well have been during the season! 
Jenny Murray won the coveted Singles Cup wresting it from Mark Edwards grasp by defeating Glyn Baker in the final with Don James 
and the absent John Irving scooping up the Doubles Trophy. Last year’s winner, Eddie Barber was there to collect his runners-up Pairs 
Trophy with partner Neil Smart unable to attend. Jenny emerged victorious again in the Horseshoe Singles competition. The Horseshoe 
Trophy features an artefact found when the green was under construction on the old Thurlow Nunn Blacksmith site. (Hence Blacksmith’s 
Way, of course)
We very nearly had a friendly against the Firemen but, sadly, no suitable date could be found but, hopefully, next season it will be 
part of our calendar and, possibly, a regular feature thereafter. All good practice for our newcomers who could do with some match 
experience before the start of  next season.

Peter Edmonds, E.F.B.C.  07860 395720 edmondspeterj@gmail.com

     Jenny Murray 
receiving her Singles 

Trophy  and Don James 
giving his Pairs Trophy 

the ‘once-over’

Do you  
require  
PRINT?

call Jason on  
01473 652354
jason@pfpprint.co.uk

PFP PRINT Ltd  
Elder House | Chattisham
Ipswich | Suffolk | IP8 3QE   
www.pfpprint.co.uk

Congratulations to  both and 
Don’s partner, John Irving                    

 
 
 
 

 
Lester 
 
¼ page mono please 

THE  
ELMSWELL AMENITIES 

ASSOCIATION 
AGM  

will be held at 
BLACKBOURNE 

at 7.20 pm on 
Thursday 13th October 

including the election  
of members to the  

Committee of Management. 
 

Nominations to the Secretary,  
Mrs Jean Barker, Linden Croft,  

Hawk End Lane,  IP30 9ED 
eaa@elmswell.org.uk 

01359 244134 
on or before  Friday 7th October. 

 

Registered Charity No. 304879 
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National Highways is hosting 
Public Information Exhibitions 
about the A14 junction 47a 
Haughley to junction 49 Tothill road 
reconstruction scheme, which is 
due to start in February 2023 and 
be completed in summer 2024. 
 
Come and meet the project team. We’ll answer any questions you may have about the 
scheme. We’ll be at the following locations:

 � Tuesday 25 October 10am-4pm 
Woolpit, St Marys Church - Rectory Ln, Bury Saint Edmunds IP30 9QP

 � Wednesday 26 October 9am-4pm 
Bury St Edmunds, Buttermarket, IP33 1DW - Engagement van

 � Thursday 27 October 10am-4pm 
The Pavilion, Haughley. King George V Playing Field, Stowmarket IP14 3QZ

 � Friday 28 October 10am-4pm 
The Wesley, Elmswell, IP30 9EE - Engagement van

Find out more:

www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a14concrete

E: info@nationalhighways.co.uk

T: 0300 123 5000
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Statutory constraints regarding the calling of Local Authority meetings during a period of National Mourning required that the September 
meeting of the Parish Council could not be held as scheduled on 19th and was held over until 26th in the chapel at Wesley with 5 councillors 
present, together with BMSDC Ward Member Cllr Helen Geake, 15 members of the public and the Parish Clerk, Peter Dow.

This report is compiled from that meeting by the Parish Clerk and edited by the Council’s Editorial Board which comprises  the Council 
Chairman, the Council Vice-chairman and Cllr Sue Roots, elected by her peers to join them.  It seeks to cover some of the more interesting 
or significant items thought to deserve wider public attention. Included, where appropriate, are matters reported to the meeting by 
external bodies such as the County and District Council Ward Members or as raised at the meeting by members of the public.  Further 
background and reference to subsequent events are included where relevant.  

The Minutes of recent Parish Council meetings and Committee meetings, together with the agenda for the next meeting, when published, 
are available online at elmswell.suffolk.cloud  and from the Parish Clerk by arrangement.  Bound copies of older Minutes are lodged in 
the Village Archive at Blackbourne and with the Suffolk County Records Office in Bury St. Edmunds.  The most recent Minutes from the Jly 
meeting, as approved at this meeting, are posted in the Council’s notice board at Crown Mill.

Mid Suffolk District Council  
Cllrs Sarah Mansel & Helen Geake tabled a 
written report on BMSDC activities which 
confirmed:

•	 There will be a ‘pop-up’ exhibition 
to showcase a range of projects and 
proposals for Stowmarket on 22nd 
– 24th September at the John Peel 
Centre.  Included will be the Gateway 
14 project, the Health and Wellbeing 
Hub proposal for Chilton area, and the 
Stowmarket Culture Group. 

•	 On Friday 16th September, MSDC sent 
the final draft lease for the former 
Nat West building (11 Market Place), 
Stowmarket to the directors of the 
John Peel Centre and it has now been 
signed.  This has been a long drawn 
out process, after being agreed about 
2 years ago.

•	 As part of the biodiversity action 
plan, MSDC has been working with 
specialists to identify and map 
existing tree cover and habitat 
networks across the district.  BMSDC 
were the first rural councils to 
commission such a survey.   Mid 
Suffolk’s tree cover sits at an average 
of just over 8% ranging from 6% in the 
Stow Thorney ward to 12.8% in the 
Claydon and Barham ward.  It is hoped 
that this survey will enable the council 
to apply for funding to increase a 
new tree planting strategy, the report 
and findings will be published in due 
course.

•	 Targeted support packages to help 
with the cost of living, energy bills and 
council tax are all available through 
Mid Suffolk District Councils, residents 
should check they are receiving any 
support that they are entitled to.

•	 Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils are 
holding an information event to raise 
awareness of the role of district and 
parish councillors.  It hopes to attract 
a more diverse group of candidates 
for next year’s local elections.  This 
will be on Thursday 29th September 
4.00 – 6.30 pm.  To register for this 
event please email committees@
baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk

•	 Suffolk Waste partnership is backing 
a national campaign about the safe 
disposal of batteries.  If batteries 
are put into general waste, the 
contaminate the waste stream and 

can even start fires within the waste 
freighter or in landfill. 

•	 West Suffolk and Babergh Mid Suffolk 
have received £60k of funding from 
chewing gum manufacturers to help 
clean the streets and pavements of 
used gum.

Suffolk County Council   
Ward Member Cllr Andy Mellen tabled 
a written report confirming  that Suffolk 
County Council and community leaders 
recognise the stellar work done by Suffolk 
Fire and Rescue Service during the 
heatwave and very dry weather.  Crews 
have been called to more than 1,300 
incidents since the start of July, making 
it one of the busiest years on record for 
the service.  With such heavy demand, 
our Group wish to extend our thanks to 
all involved.  He also passed on the news 
that this year’s registration is now open for 
Solar Together Suffolk – a project endorsed 
by SCC for residents and small/medium 
businesses to group-buy solar panels and 
battery storage – this provides buyers with 
the security of an approved installer, at a 
discount on normal rates.  Applicants can 
apply up until the 26th September.   For 
more information, please visit: https://
solartogether.co.uk/suffolk/home  
Meanwhile, SCC have been successful in a 
bid for funding towards new EV charging 
infrastructure. The £2.75m funding will 
focus on community-owned carparks, 
where charging can be accessed 24/7.  
The Council contact is  contact Peter Frost, 
Environment Strategy Officer - peter.
frost2@suffolk.gov.uk

The Great British Beach Clean was 
confirmed as the event when  thousands 
of people across the UK head to the coast 
to take part in this week-long campaign. 
This year’s is taking place between 16th-25th 
September and participation is invited via 
the County Council’s AONB Countryside 
Projects Officer, Neil Lister - neil.lister@
suffolk.gov.uk. 

Waiting restrictions at the School  
The Clerk confirmed that he had agreed 
that consideration might be given to a 
concession allowing buses and taxis not to 
be bound by the new waiting restrictions 
outside Elmswell School at the beginning 
and end of the school day.  Councillors had 
successfully sought an extension to the 
original yellow line designation proposals 
in recognition of the very hazardous 
situation created twice daily by thoughtless 

and dangerous parking and in the hope 
that some children might be encouraged 
to walk or cycle to the expanding school 
where more and more pupils are expected 
on the very constrained and increasingly 
crammed site with no off-street parking or 
manoeuvring possible.

HGV routeing down Warren Lane 
 The recent consultation draft from SCC 
Highways on lorry routes throughout the 
county included Warren Lane which has a 
7.5t weight restriction.  The Clerk confirmed 
that, following representations from the 
parish council,  the route will no longer be 
recommended to hauliers.  Details of the 
proposed recommended routes can be 
found at https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/lorry-management/lorry-
route-plan-review-in-suffolk/ 

A1088 weight restriction   
In addition to the permanent 2½ tonne 
weight restriction aimed at banning HGV 
users from using A1088 from Ixworth to 
A14 at Elmswell, SCC has confirmed that 
the farm bridge (No. 34/10/ A10880)  at 
Stowlangtoft is unsafe for traffic above that 
weight and is now restricted in its own right 
until reconstruction works can take place, 
probably in 2024.

Clerk’s Report   
The Clerk reported on meetings, on 20th 
July & 7th September  with Cllr Pallett and 
SCC Highways officers including on site to 
discuss the best way forward in tackling 
proposed road safety initiatives in the 
village.  This has already resulted in action 
with regard to the reinstatement of some 
road markings and further progress is 
awaiting Council authorisation. 
He had also visited the consultation 
session held on 21st July at Stanton to 
publicise the proposals from developers 
Jaynic for the development of 91 acres of 
land at Shepherds Grove for employment 
uses including new access roads via a 
roundabout on the A143. Fears had been 
expressed that the considerable new 
traffic flows generated could impinge 
further on Elmswell where an element of 
traffic seeking to access Shepherd’s Grove 
through Elmswell / Walsham is already a 
factor in vehicle counts over the railway 
crossing.  He concluded that there is clearly 
nothing to be done at this very early stage 
other than register EPC’s legitimate interest 
and concerns which he had done. 
A further meeting had been held  with 
Cllrs Mansel, Pallett, and Shaw on 28th 

  PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
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July to discuss the comments from 
Council’s professional adviser, Ian Poole 
of Places4Planning, on the matters arising 
from the village-wide consultation via 
the Elmswell Newsletter on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan. This review took 
account of statutory and other consultees 
beyond the immediate community and 
those present were able to suggest that the 
process had not thrown up any substantive 
errors or omissions and that the Plan could 
go forward for SEA & SRA Screening Reports 
to Mid Suffolk.

Planning Appeal   
The Clerk reported on the Mid Suffolk 
Development Control Committee on 3rd 
August when he had spoken in support of 
EPC’s case for Refusal of the Application 
for 19 houses at Grove Lane / Ashfield 
Road.  With the unexpected support of 
SCC Highways officers, the Application 
was unanimously refused.  An Appeal by 
representation in person has been lodged 
and the Inspector’s reasoning, either way, 
should be, he suggested,  informative.

Extra land at Blackbourne  
The Clerk reported that the matter of the 
incursion on to Council’s land adjacent 
to Blackbourne and the excavation of a 
considerably over-sized drainage ditch by 
the developer building adjacent to the site 
remains unresolved pending agreement on 
the final terms of settlement.  Engineering 
issues are substantially resolved but 
Council’s case that the community should 
not suffer financially from the actions of the 
other side are  subject to further discussion. 

Planning results  
The Meeting noted the following results of 
Planning applications made to Mid Suffolk, 
the Planning Authority: 

DC/22/01615  Discharge of Condition 8 - 
Land to the North and West of School Road   
APPROVED   

DC/22/03220   Removal of Condition 3 
(Occupation restriction) Elmswell Park Stud 
 GRANTED 

DC/18/02146   Discharge of Condition 8    
Land to the North and West of School Road   
APPROVED  

DC/18/02146   Discharge of Condition 14  
Land to the North and West of School Road   
APPROVED 

DC/22/01615   Application for Reserved 
Matters… Land to the North and West of 
School Road APPROVED 

DC/18/02146   Non-material amendment 
Condition 2   Land to the North and West of 
School Road APPROVED 

DC/21/06379   Erection of 19No dwellings…
Land east of Ashfield Road   REFUSED EPC 
objected

DC/20/01677   Discharge of Condition 
14 Land to the West of the Former Bacon 
Factory APPROVED 

DC/22/02641   Conversion of and extension 
to barn…The Old Granary Adj. Ten-Ten, Kiln 
Lane   GRANTED   EPC objected

DC/18/02146  Discharge of Condition 21   
Land to the North and West of School Road   
APPROVED 

DC/22/02560   Erection of single-story side 
extension…Oakdene, Ashfield Road 
GRANTED   EPC supported

DC/18/02146  Discharge of Condition 24  
Land to the North and West of School Road 
APPROVED 

DC/18/02146  Discharge of Condition 7 
Land to the North and West of School Road 
APPROVED 

DC/22/04247  Discharge of Condition 4   
Land to the East of Ashfield Road  
APPROVED

DC/22/02951   Erection of 4 dwellings   C 
Finch land at Kiln Lane   REFUSED   EPC 
objected 

Planning applications 
 The Meeting supported applications ref. 
D/22/04319 for extensions at Richmond 
Cottage, Rose Lane and ref DC/22/04127 
for change of use of land to allow highway 
access on land 
fronting nos. 16 – 22 Eastern Way.  
Objections were made to the following 
proposals, as detailed: 
DC/22/04479   Erection of 1No class E(g) 
commercial building (revised application 
following planning permission granted 
under reference DC/22/00638). 
Revised position and size (permission 
DC/22/00638 will not be constructed)   
Land at Stage Café, Old A45 
Councillors objected to this application for 
the following reasons; 
The developments on this site have grown 
in an ad hoc manner with no cohesive 
or strategic plan.  The result is 7 trading 
units in 6 separate buildings, one of which, 
immediately to  the East of the Indian 
Restaurant, is not shown on the block plan 
which is submitted with this application.  
This ‘ghost’ building is not listed in the 
Planning Design & Access Statement 
although, clearly, it impinges upon what is 
defined as, ‘a vast expanse of car parking’.. 
This proposal seeks to worsen the parking 
situation when any overspill will be on to 
the old A45 taking traffic at speed off A14 
at J47A. 
The removal of the smaller unit from 
the site must be viewed as a temporary 
arrangement on the assumption that it 
may well re-emerge to further add to the 
overdevelopment. 
The random piecemeal nature of the 
developments on this site means that 
access to 3 of the buildings, housing 4 
units and which is currently asked to serve 
the proposed new building, is tortuous 
and reflects the absence of overall design.  
Parking will inevitably rely on the main 
area fronting the original Stag Café which 
already must take the parking for the café, 
the food sales outlet adjacent, the Indian 
Restaurant and the 2 Class E units which 
are not shown on the plan but which were 
granted Permission under DC/20/02823. 
The Applicant contends that A14 is easily 

accessed in either direction.  This entirely 
denies the obvious problems in accessing 
A14 to the west.  The nature of theses 
buildings suggests that much of the traffic 
which will service them will not be HGV 
and will, therefore, seek to access A14 
via Warren Lane into Elmswell and down 
Church Road / Church Hill to the A1088 
roundabout or, worse still, via Kiln Lane.  
These are single track country lanes with 
restricted passing places.  The HGV weight 
limit, when observed, should mean that 
traffic travels back to Tot Hill to gain A14 
access.   In practice this option is often 
ignored and unsuitable traffic ignores 
the weight limit on Warren Lane or runs 
through Woolpit where it poses an obvious 
hazard. 
The development-creep on this site has 
already left its mark on the very rural road 
network.  This Proposal can only worsen the 
situation and should not be granted.

DC/22/04002 
Application for B8 and E(g) storage and 
office uses for Land Parcels 4 & 5. Outline 
Planning Application for B2, B8 and E 
(g) uses for Land Parcel 6.   Land at Lawn 
Park Business Centre, Warren Lane 
Councillors objected to this application for 
the following reasons;

1 The Proposal seeks to impinge on the 
adjacent Listed properties at Lawn Cottage 
and Lawn Farmhouse to the detriment of 
their setting and to the enjoyment of those 
occupying them. Previous attempts to 
develop this site have failed, including at 
Appeal, on these grounds.

2 The doubling of employees which would 
result should this application succeed will 
exacerbate the existing problems as these 
people travel by car to and from work along 
the inadequate roads in Woolpit village as 
well as down the single-track Warren Lane 
in Elmswell.

3 The resultant nuisance and pollution, 
including light pollution, from a dramatic 
increase in industrial activity on the 
site adjacent to the growing built-out 
residential mass of Woolpit runs counter to 
NPPF strictures on sustainability.

DC/22/04216 
Erection of Hot Food Takeaway with 
Office above (revised application 
following permission DC/22/00144)
Land at Stage café, Old A45 
Councillors objected to this application for 
the following reasons;

The developments on this site have grown 
in an ad hoc manner with no cohesive or 
strategic plan.  The result is 7 trading units 
with an ever-diminishing area available for 
parking which must be capable of handling 
the considerable pressure generated by 
2 existing food trading outlets, including 
takeaway.  This proposal seeks to worsen 
the parking situation when any overspill 
will be on to the old A45 taking traffic at 
speed off A14 at J47A.

The nature of this proposal suggests that 
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Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the 
Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office, Blackbourne, 
Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH –  
right next to the car park and with wheelchair access.  
Staffed   Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4.00pm
              Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.00am – 12.00 noon
              and other times by arrangement.
clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk   
Tel. 244134   www.elmswell.suffolk.cloud

Future Council Meetings

Notice of all meetings and agendas is 
posted on the Council’s notice board 
at Crown Mill and in the community 

notice board at the Co-op. 

Oct 
17th

Nov 
21st

Dec 
19th

Jan 
16th

Feb 
20th

Meetings are held at Blackbourne,  
beginning at 7.30 unless  

otherwise notified

much of the customer traffic generated will 
be by private car inevitably using Warren 
Lane and, often, Kiln Lane, both single track 
country lanes with restricted passing places.  
The development-creep on this site has 
already left its mark on the very rural road 
network.  This Proposal can only worsen the 
situation and should not be granted.

The floor space has doubled from the 
original proposal be virtue of the addition 
of a second storey.  The fact that this 
upstairs accommodation, currently 
designated as a suite of offices, has separate 
access renders multi-occupancy very 
likely thus increasing the strain on the 
road network and parking infrastructure.  
It would seem unreasonable to suggest 
that a hot food takeaway shop needs 3 
offices. Given the nature of the proposed 
use and the long and late hours which this 
entails, there is a distinct possibility that 
the upstairs rooms will be used as staff 
accommodation which, in the industrial 
context, is undesirable.  Any permission 
should, therefore, have Permitted 
Development Rights removed so that any 
tendency to allow domestic occupation is 
the more easily controlled. 
DC/22/04621 
Erection of 1½  storey rear / side 
extension (following demolition of 
existing garage) and single storey 
detached outbuilding and alterations.   
Gages, New Road 
Councillors objected to this application for 
the following reasons; 
There is insufficient detail provided 
with this application for any reasoned 
assessment of the proposed extension and 
alterations. 

However, it is clearly reducing the vehicular 
access to the rear of the plot and presenting 
a layout which makes vehicle manoeuvring 
problematic.

The proposal for the stand-alone building 
to the rear poses the real possibility of 
the development of a separate curtilage 
which would be ill-served by the access 
arrangement.

Any permission should, therefore, require 
that the use of the ancillary building 
remains, in perpetuity, dedicated to the 
enjoyment of the host dwelling and 

that Permitted Development Rights are 
removed.

Recycling Centre volunteer   
The Elmswell Garden Club were thanked for 
their excellent stewardship of the Council’s 
Station Road recycling facility and a grant of 
£150 was agreed towards the Club’s funds.

Road Safety   
Cllr Fred Pallett has been working with Cllr 
David Brown and the Clerk to drive various 
road safety initiatives  in collaboration 
with Suffolk County Council and the 
Meeting agreed to support 2 aspects of the 
emerging scheme  by agreeing that:  
(i) funding not to exceed £1,000.00 
be allocated to surveying a scheme to 
introduce a 20mph speed limit from The 
Fox at Station Road through The Street and 
New Road to Church Road / Warren Lane 
junction and from the Co-op down School 
Road to Pightle Close and that; 
(ii)  funding not to exceed £3,000 be 
allocated to white lining and signage at 
the Cooks Road / New Road / The Street 
junction as advised by SCC towards 
mitigating the current traffic hazard. 

Caretaker   
Councillors agreed to replace the role 
previously filled by Mark Edwards who had 
served as the Council’s facilities caretaker 
for some 17 years by creating a new post 
incorporating weekend and evening duties.  
These include those related to the Council’s 
recent agreement to provide the licensed 
bars at Blackbourne, as well as taking on 
much of the maintenance works previously 
contracted-out and taking over the tractor-
based grounds maintenance works as Cllr 
Dick Burch gradually gives way after his 
50+ years of volunteer input.  David Austen, 
previously employed as weekend caretaker 
with some maintenance responsibilities, 
was appointed to the new role which 
continues to grow as Council develops its 
facilities, currently including cleaning and 
maintenance at the Elmswell Tavern.   

Audit  
 The Meeting formally approved and 
accepted the External Auditor’s Certificate 
and Report for the year ended 31st  March 
2022, signed off by Messrs PKF Littlejohn 
LLP, noting that the Annual Governance 

and Accountability Return is in accordance 
with proper practices, that no matters gave 
cause for concern, that relevant legislation 
and regulatory requirements have been 
met, and that the Auditors found no other 
matters affecting their opinion to be drawn 
to Council’s attention.

Affordable housing scheme   
The Meeting agreed that all net funds 
accruing in the event of a sale of the 
Council’s footbridge land at Crown Mill be 
ring-fenced and dedicated to establishing 
the proposed community affordable 
housing scheme on land to the rear of 
the Elmswell Tavern at School Road.  It 
was confirmed that there is not as yet a 
planned programme for developing the 
scheme, which is proposed in conjunction 
with the Elmswell Community Land Trust 
and Elmswell Community Enterprise, until 
the Planning application at Crown Mill, 
currently awaiting Mid Suffolk’s decision, is 
determined.  There was confirmation from 
three members of the public that they had 
made objection to the plans for a house 
on the Crown Mill footbridge site and the 
Clerk confirmed that letters copied to him 
on the subject had been circulated to all 
Councillors.

School parking   
Cllr Sue Roots confirmed that she intends 
to speak with staff at the primary school 
in light of recent site visits which she has 
made to observe the hazardous situation 
caused by thoughtless and unnecessary 
parking of cars bringing or collecting pupils. 

Next meeting     
It was noted that the next Ordinary Meeting 
was scheduled for Monday 17th October  
beginning  at 7.30pm at Blackbourne.  The 
public are, as ever, welcome to attend all 
Council and Council Committee meetings 
and the agendas 
will always offer 
opportunities for 
questions and 
comment.  Agendas 
are published online 
at elmswell.suffolk.
cloud  and on the 
Council’s notice board 
at Crown Mill. 
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 VILLAGE INDEX
Useful contacts for community groups & others…feedback is essential.  
Do be in touch to correct or add details or to suggest someone else deserving of listing.

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office, 
Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH – right next to the car park and with wheelchair 

access.  Staffed Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4pm, Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am – 12 noon 
and at other times by arrangement. clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk   Tel. 244134

IF YOU ARE NOT HAPPY THAT YOUR DETAILS APPEAR HERE,  
PLEASE DO BE IN TOUCH VIA eaa @elmswell.org.uk

Amenities Association Jean Barker (Sec) eaa@elmswell.org.uk 241135

Art Club John Welford welford955@btinternet.com 240166

Baby & Toddler Group Donna Hughes elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com

Baptists Dave Hollings davehollings@btinternet.com 241323

BATS (Badminton & Table Tennis) Mike Burgess Wilson burgesswilsonmike@gmail.com

Beavers Ruth Salmon ruthcourt4@hotmail.co.uk

Bingo at Blackbourne Brian Hawes 07761 125093

BWMA Peter Edmonds (Sec) edmondspeterj@gmail.com 241640

Blackbourne – all enquiries Parish Council office clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Brownies & Rainbows Gemma Sutton elmswellbrownies@hotmail.com

CAB advice@midsuffolkcab.org.uk 01449 676060

Carpet Bowls Club Frank Boxall jf.boxall@btinternet.com

Christians Together in Elmswell Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com

Community Speed Watch Marie Spampanato mariespampanato@hotmail.co.uk 07769 715209

Companions Linda Waspe linda@labbott.plus.com

County Councillor Cllr Andy Mellen Andy.Mellen@ suffolk.gov.uk

Cricket Club Eileen Brooks (Sec.) elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com

Cubs Ben Savill hovells23@hotmail.co.uk

District Councillor Sarah Mansell Sarah.Mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk 07860 829517

District Councillor Helen Geake Helen.geake@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Elmswheelians Trevor Sadler trevor.sadler@dsl.pipex.com 240908

Elmswild Mary Feeney info@elmswild.org.uk 241901

Exchange afternoon WI Maureen Davis modavis6@gmail.com

Exchange Club Carol Blissett carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk

First Responders Merv merv.smith@tiscali.co.uk 07909 006 496

Football Chris Edmonds       edddd101@gmail.com

Fox Bowls Team bowls at Blackbourne Barry Hayward barryhayward1902@gmail.com 240951

Friends of St Johns Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com 242099

Gardening Club Nick Chamberlin npch@btinternet.com 242601

Guides Tammy elmswellguides@outlook.com

Health Centre - Woolpit 240298

History Group Stella Chamberlin stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk

Ladies Voices (Choir) Anna Wilton Mills annawm63@gmail.com

Library Miles Row - Manager Elmswell.Library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 240974

Little Elms Melanie Garner info@littleelms.co.uk 240491

Newsletter Editorial office eaa@elmswell.org.uk 244134

Over 55’s Club Diann Armstrong Mayfield,  Wetherden Road 241002

Parish Council Parish Clerk clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Police Emergencies 999

Police; non-emergencies Mid Suffolk South SNT headquarters@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 101

Poor’s Land Charity Peter Goodridge elmswellrector@gmail.com 240512

Power cuts Powwercut105.com 105

Rainbows Jen & Lizzie elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com

School Mrs Ash admin@elmswell.suffolk.sch.uk 240261

Scouts Paula Hollings ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk 07828 562485

St John’s Church Peter Goodridge elmswellrector@gmail.com 240512

Sewing Bee Isabel Burgess isabel.burgess@live.com

Village Tree Warden c/o Parish Clerk clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Wesley – all enquiries Parish Council office clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

WI - evening Margaret Stevens stevensmarg@tiscali.co.uk 408452

Youth Football Wayne wsast@hotmail.co.uk

Last update 28.05.2021



What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.

For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at  
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.

For the next 3 months we need copy by:    October 25th, November 22nd, December 20th

Contact us on 01359 244 134 for all Amenities Association business, Newsletter and adverts.

Our new email address is EAA@elmswell.org.uk Your editors: Jean Barker, Maggie Bushell, Peter Dow
Published on the first Friday  of every month by the Elmswell Amenities Association
Reg. Charity No. 304879. 2,000+ copies delivered free to households and to businesses in the community. A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by advertising.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

STOP PRESS Back in action at both Blackbourne & Wesley and hoping to stay that way, we have:
KARATE with Lewis - Tuesday 4.30 – 5.45 / Friday 5.00 – 7.00 info@greatheadma.com 
JAPANESE JUJUTSU / SELF DEFENCE – Monday & Wednesday 6.30 – 8.30 ryoishintowaryuheiho@gmail.com tel. 07711 680262
BABY & TODDLER GROUP - Monday mornings elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com
BATS- badminton / table tennis / pool at Blackbourne Friday nights 7 – 9.30 simon@coakleyandtheaker.co.uk 
BOWLS - barryhayward1902@gmail.com  tel. 240951
GUIDES - Monday evenings 5.00 – 8.30 elmswellguides@outlook.com
FOOTBALL - shaun.pratt@btinternet.com  07494 864231
RAINBOWS - elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com
JUNIOR FOOTBALL - smyth98@hotmail.com  07717 841591
CUBS Tuesdays 6.15 – 7.30 - claremariekeefe@gmail.com
BEAVERS /SCOUTS - Wednesday 5.45 – 9.15 ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk
OVER 55’S - every other Thursday 6.30 – 10.30 Diann Armstrong tel. 241002
CIRCLE DANCING - Thursdays 1.45 – 3.15   jenlarner@gmail.com
TREFOIL GUILD - 1st Tuesday monthly   lesley.grout@btinternet.com
MARDLE QUILTERS - last Friday monthly  carpajak@aol.com
MOO MUSIC - Fridays 12.45 – 3.15 bury@moo-music.co.uk
WI – evening  at Wesley 2nd Tuesday monthly 7.30pm Terry Byford  bbazby@aol.com
WI – afternoon  at Wesley 1st Wednesday monthly    Carol Blissett   carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk
ART CLUB at Wesley every Tuesday 9.00 – 12,00 John Welford  welford955@btinternet.com
HISTORY GROUP at Wesley 2nd Thursday monthly 7.30  stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk
GARDEN CLUB  at Wesley 3rd Tuesday monthly 7.30 elmswellgardenclub@gmail.com
CARPET BOWLS – Wednesday 7.pm at Wesley – jf.boxall@btinternet.com
COMPANIONS – every other Friday 10 – 12 at Wesley -  linda@abbott.plus.com
PILATES – Monday & Friday mornings – suzanne@triformpilates.co.uk
BINGO – Blackbourne, last Friday monthly doors open 6.30...eyes-down 7.30
If we’ve missed you out, do let us know...all enquiries to Ann at the Council Office  Tel. 244134  Email   clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

October 2022
3 2pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 

Baptist Church - Floristry demonstration by 
Tracey Ball 

11 Elmswell WI, 7.30pm at the Wesley. B&B to 
B and bondage, Sue Dawson

12 Over 55’s club Visit to the Hut (Fish & Chips) 
note this is on Wednesday 

13 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP, 7.30pm;                
in Wesley Chapel. Speaker Barbara McElroy:                                      
A Suffolk ‘Bevin Boy’, 1943-48

20 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

27 Over 55’s Club Music by Country Holic       
Open evening

28 Bingo at Blackbourne with bar. 

November 2022
7 2pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 

Baptist Church - Candle Arrangements and 
Table Decorations 

8 Elmswell WI, 7.30pm at the Wesley. Natural 
Dyes, the dye process with Edwina

10 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP, 7.30pm; 
in Wesley Chapel.  Speaker Nick Amor:                                  
Keeping the Peace in Medieval Suffolk  

10 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday  

10 Over 55’s Club Hot Dogs Followed by Bingo
24 Over 55’s Club Entertainment by Jubilee 

Singers Open evening
25 Bingo at Blackbourne with bar. 

December 2022
5 7pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 

Baptist Church - Nosh & Natter with 
entertainment by The Wesley Ukulele Band - 
men welcome as well

8 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP, 7.30pm;               
in Wesley Chapel.  Hexachordia:  “In 
Fields of Frost & Snow”           – live music 
presentation of mirth and merriment for the 
Festive Season in 16th & 17th Centuries.    

8 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

8 Over 55’s club Xmas Bingo 
13 Elmswell WI, 7.30pm at the Wesley. 

Christmas Party
16 Bingo at Blackbourne with bar. 
17 Over 55’s Xmas Party Home Farm Catering 

and Music by Brian Mann

January 2023 
12 Elmswell History Group, 

7.30pm; in Wesley Chapel.            
Speaker Simon Millyard: Trinity House 
Lighthouses

12 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

27 Bingo at Blackbourne with bar. 

February 2023 
9 Elmswell History Group, 

7.30pm; in Wesley Chapel.
Speaker Elspeth Rushbrook: Local Survivor 
of “The Titanic”, Violet Jessop 
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