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 EDITORIAL
Our editorial is designed to inform and to encourage debate.  If you wish to comment, 
please do so via the office or by email at; eaa.elmswell.org.uk  We reserve the right to edit 
any such contributions that we may use in a subsequent edition.

The sad demise of Bernard Cribbins 
has prompted a welcome revisiting  
of his exhilarating life’s work, 
including such gems as his song,  
‘The Hole In The Ground’...

“There I was, 
A-digging this ‘ole, 
A ‘ole in the ground, 
So big and sort of round it was -  
There was I, 
Digging it deep, 
It was flat at the bottom, 
And the sides were steep.”

A reminder of the celebrated World War 
I hole - wryly satirising the situation on 
the front line where the  shelter of a 
bomb crater was frequently  a lifesaver. 

Which brings us to the far more mundane 
matter of our own reality of holes in the 
road, or, to be less specific, the generality 
of repair works to our overstretched and 
under-sized highway system. 
A fine recent example being the 
shutting of the level crossing to traffic 
over 3 consecutive weekends to allow 
the replacement of the track and other 
infrastructure.  An excellent scheme 
designed to prevent trains falling over or 
cars and lorries hitting train lines. 
There was much confusion in the days 
leading up to the first closure as to what 
this would really mean.  The most frequent 
question was whether or not pedestrian 
access would be permitted. 
On previous occasions, the official Closure 
Notice has often confirmed, ‘passage 
at all times for pedestrians and cyclists’.  
This has made little difference if the site 
foreman has deemed that the works at 
any one time were such that he would not 
allow pedestrians and cyclists to pass. 
Apparently, there was to be no leeway this 
time.  But a mini-bus would be provided to 
shuttle pedestrians around the suggested 
diversion route. 
On the first weekend, pedestrians and 
dismounted cyclists were sometimes 
allowed across, sometimes not.  On the 
two  other occasions this was clearly not 
the case as there was a mass of heavy 
machinery trundling up and down one side 
of the line re-laying the line on the other 
side.  It was confirmed that there was a 
minibus, and sightings were reported, but 
there was no indication as to where and 
when it might be found. 
Meanwhile, another regular shortcoming 

– the signage for the closures and the 
diversions- was much in evidence.  Signs, 
such as at the Church Hill / School Road 
junction   were missed for two of the 
weeks, and the notice regarding pedestrian 
access did not appear until week 3.  True 
to form, the signs were not removed for 
an hour or so after the crossing was re-
opened and several dozen drivers took 
an unnecessary 4 mile scenic diversion.  
Predictably, the signs are still, largely, now 
abandoned to block the pavement whilst 
their ballast bags spill sand until some 
bright spark decides to toss them into the 
road or over the hedge. 
As before, the Parish Council and our Ward 
Members along with other concerned 
individuals lobbied before the event for 
genuine local consultation towards being 
able to inform the public properly and, 
possibly, reduce some of the nuisance. 
As before, all roads lead back to a 
youngster at Customer Relations acting 
as excuse-maker in chief and bouncing 
emails around until the job is done and the 
problems forgotten. 
Until next time. 
Jo Churchill MP has been asked to 
convene a round table discussion involving 
SCC Highways, Network Rail and Abellio.  
There is a serious overriding need for 
safety when these works are undertaken.  
But there is a feeling, developed over 
several years of such closures, that 
there might be initiatives put in place to 
reduce the resultant chaos in a very large 
community effectively split in two by the 
railway line. 
A modest example.  This suggestion was 
checked-out whilst the works were in 
progress and  looks to be do-able:

• Appoint a custodian to the repair 
crew.

• Lay a simple walkway across the line at 
the far end of the platform

• Establish a well-posted ‘Help Point’ 
where pedestrians wait for the custodian 

• The custodian leads the public down the 
platform, over the walkway and along the 
opposite platform to continue their 
journey.

This could be complete pie-in-the-sky for 
dozens of technical and logistical reasons.  
But, along with other possible mitigation 
measures, surely it deserves discussion 
and the result conveyed back to the long-
suffering public who must then continue to 
make the best of a pretty bad job?

The frustrating difference between how our 
lives are usually organised on a logical, if 
sometimes erratic, basis and the thinking 
behind much of the maintenance works we 
have to endure as we try to squeeze more 
and more houses into less and less space is 
illustrated in the story, possibly apocryphal, 
of the chaps who turned up a couple of 
years ago and dug a hole in a grass verge 
in Pightle Close.  They produced a classic 
hole – Bernard Cribbins would have been 
proud.  The next day they came back and 
filled the hole in.  A resident approached 
and asked why they had dug a hole and then 
filled it in a day later for no apparent reason.  
They confirmed that the digging job was 
on the rota as was the 
filling in.  However, 
t h e  m a n  w h o 
plants the trees 
was on holiday. 
It does, sadly, 
s e e m  t h a t 
this logic may 
continue to win 
the day.
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
 ELMSWELL ART CLUB
In early August, Elmswell Art Club organised 
a coach trip to the National Trust’s Anglesey 
Abbey in Cambridgeshire for members and 
their guests to visit the Gardens and House. 
The principal purpose of our visit was to 
view an exhibition entitled “Constable 
Revealed” and our guides for the visit 
were extremely knowledgeable with very 
interesting background information about 
the artist and his paintings.
The former owner of Anglesey Abbey, Lord 
Fairhaven, had established a collection 
of John Constable’s paintings during the 
mid-20th century and these range from 
early oil paintings of his native East Anglia 
to his largest ever canvas “The Opening of 
Waterloo Bridge”.
The paintings on display include “Dawn, 
East Bergholt” (Constable was born in East 
Bergholt), “Summer Evening, Stoke-by-
Nayland” and “Birches in Helmingham Park”. 
However, the highlight of the collection is 
“Embarkation of George IV from Whitehall: 
The Opening of Waterloo Bridge, 1817”. 
This painting was recently restored by the 
Royal Oak Foundation Conservation Studio 
at Knole, Kent and is now on permanent 
display at Anglesey Abbey. Our guides 
pointed out that Waterloo Bridge was 
constructed to commemorate the Battle 
of Waterloo in 1812; so, the bridge was 
designed and built in just 5 years!
Our group thoroughly enjoyed the 
exhibition and were engrossed with the 
images on display as well as the supporting 
information provided by the tour guides. We 
also spent some time strolling around the 

lovely gardens and grounds surrounding 
the house; unfortunately, due to the very 
hot weather, some of the gardens were 
either closed or not at their seasonal best. In 
addition, a few of our group found it a little 
warm to be walking around; instead, many 
of our members and their guests could be 
seen taking advantage of the available 
seating whilst enjoying a cold drink or even 
ice cream! A lovely day had by all!
John Constable was born in East Bergholt, 
a village on the  River Stour  in Suffolk, to 
Golding and Ann Constable. His father was 
a wealthy corn merchant, owner of Flatford 
Mill in East Bergholt and, later, Dedham Mill 
in Essex. After a brief period at a boarding 
school in Lavenham, John was enrolled in 
a day school in Dedham.
In his youth, Constable embarked on 
amateur sketching trips in the surrounding 
Suffolk and Essex countryside, which was to 
become the subject of a large proportion 
of his art. These scenes, in his own words, 
«made me a painter, and I am grateful”; 
“the sound of water escaping from mill 
dams etc., willows, old rotten planks, slimy 
posts, and brickwork, I love such things.” He 
was introduced to  George Beaumont, a 
collector, who showed him his prized Hagar 
and the Angel  by  Claude Lorrain, which 
inspired Constable. Later, while visiting 
relatives in Middlesex, he was introduced to 
the professional artist John Thomas Smith, 
who advised him on painting 
but also urged him to remain in 
his father’s business rather than 
take up art professionally.

“…painting is but another 
word for feeling.”

 John Constable 1821

This month’s paintings show some examples 
of the quality of work produced by our 
members; the painting of St John’s Church, 
Elmswell is an acrylic painting by Linda 
Stephenson.

The watercolour painting of St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral is by John Welford. Both of these 
paintings are framed and have been 
exhibited before, hence the reflections seen 
in the photographs.

2022 Art Exhibition Our Exhibition of Art 
will be held on Saturday 10th and Sunday 
11th September at Wesley Hall. Artwork 
produced exclusively by the members of 
Elmswell Art Club will be on display; many 
of which will be available to purchase. Each 
day will begin at 10am and finish at 4pm; 
entry will be free and refreshments will 
be available to buy on both days from the 
Wesley Coffee shop.
It’s a great opportunity 
to  co m e  a l o n g 
and see what 
o u r  a r t i s t s 
have produced 
and to have a 
chat about our 
c lub and our 
art. 

Eddie Douglas
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House completions

Will writing

Family matters

Business legal advice
 

“It’s business as usual…
 

We may be working slightly di�erently
but we’ve never been closer to our clients”

Call 01284 701131
or visit www.burnettbarker.co.uk

 

 

  

 

 

For all your Electrical jobs big or small call 

Grant on 07597385744 or 

email elmswellems@gmail.com 

 

 

                                                                                             

Operating theatre

Dentistry

In-house laboratory

HAUGHLEY VET CENTRE
63 Old Street
Stowmarket
IP14 3NT

01449 673366

haughleythurstonvets.co.uk

THURSTON VET CENTRE
58 Barton Road
Bury St Edmunds
IP31 3PD

01359 232200

Scan the QR code or visit  
haughleythurstonvets.co.uk/book-an-appointment  
to book an appointment today.

W
HAT W

E  

OFF
ER

X-ray, ultrasonography,  
ECG & endoscopy

Pet Health Club

FREE Parking

V E T E R I N A R Y  C E N T R E S

Haughley

Thurston

YOUR LOCAL,  
FRIENDLY, 

FAMILY VET
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES
 ELMSWELL EXCHANGE AFTERNOON WI
Our meeting in August was less well 
attended than usual but this is not 
uncommon in this summer month.   Many 
of our members are away or supervising 
grandchildren during school holidays.    Our 
guest speaker was Lesley Williams who 
is a State Registered Nursing Sister and 
who told our members that she doesn’t 
believe in retirement.   She now works as a 
Parish Nurse and we learned how this role 
functioned and what it entailed.    She is 
attached to Christ Church at Moreton Hall. 
She has her own small room,  with secure 
and confidential records.   She is at the 
end of the phone and will counsel and fix 
appointments to see people if they have 
any need.    Her remit is widespread and 
varied.    Parish Nurses are quite thin on 
the ground as most churches aren’t able to 
accommodate them or afford them.  Christ 
Church is a very forward thinking body and 
felt that she would be of great benefit to the 
Parish.    She also donates the money gained 

from her talks to the church which helps.    
A very spiritual lady with a strong faith she 
was of great value during the Pandemic 
and always available at the end of a phone 
if people had problems or anxieties.   Her 
medical knowledge and vast experience 
also enables her to refer patients to the right 
disciplines if they require further specialised 
intervention. 

This was a most interesting afternoon and 
introduced us to a role we never knew 
existed.    We all felt that it was a superb idea 
and perhaps should be extended where 
possible to some of our larger churches and 
congregations in the area.

Our competition was in keeping and 
members were asked to bring details of 
old family remedies and  “cure alls”.   Very 
enlightening and a little worrying.  The 
winner was Carol, second Jan and third 
Rosie.

N e x t  m o n t h 
we welcome Jo 
Hammond,  a well 
re s p e c te d  a n d 
talented willow 
weaver.   She will 
demonstrate her 
skil ls and bring 
some examples of 
her work.

Correction from last month. . .Violet 
Jessop was buried in Hartest thanks to the 
kindess of the local vicar.   This was close to 
relatives at the time.   Not Great Ashfield as 
I said.   Apologies!   Another senior moment.  
Perhaps they are coming to frequently 
these days.                                      Maureen Davis

ELMSWELL OVER 55’S CLUB
We have now completed another month of our 
2022 programme when we had Bingo on August 
4th followed by 2 days later on Saturday 6th when 
the committee set up stalls at Bacton Fayre with 
Tombola and Bric a Brac filling the gazeboes

We had a very successful afternoon when we 
raised £400 for club funds with many thanks 
to the committee for giving up their time with 
getting everything to Bacton setting up and 
manning the stalls.

On Thursday August 18th we welcomed Hank 
(Pictured right) from Gt Yarmouth at 7 00pm who 
performed in his usual manner to the enjoyment 
of all present  it’s a pity that we don’t see any 
visitors joining us for open events the next one 
on September 29th we welcome a new comer to 
us namely “Susan Jayne” so why not pop along 
for a 7.00 pm start with refreshments midway 
through the evening

We will be taking names and Fish & Chip orders 
for our forthcoming trip to the Hut on Wednesday 
October 12th.

Once again many thanks to all my committee and supporters.

Diann     241002

For the last 40 years, 
Home-Start Mid & West 
Suffolk were affiliated 
with the national charity 
Home-Start UK, but after 
a great deal of discussion 
between the Trustees and 
the Management Team 

we decided to become an independent 
charity. A resolution was passed at a Board 
of Trustees meeting, and as of the 31st 
May 2022 we are now known as Families 
Together Suffolk.

This name better reflects the type of work 
we do, and the areas we cover in the county.

Our team of trustees, together with 
the support of staff and volunteers, are 
committed to our ongoing work to support 
parents and their children. We will continue 
to diversify to meet the needs of children 
and families in Suffolk now and in the 
future, whilst still providing the invaluable, 
reliable support that we are known for.

If you have any questions, please 
contact us on 01379 678552 or info@
familiestogethersuffolk.org.uk

printdesign graphics signs

PLEASE NOTE:  All designs, artwork and work supplied remain the PROPERTY & © COPYRIGHT of Coastline Graphics until full payment has been made of the relevant invoice.

CLIENT

ITEM

Please check the following:
• All Spelling of all text is correct
• Vehicle model and year are correct
• Size, Orientation & positioning of text/graphics
• Abnormalities in the logo appearance

Tel: 01284 717760 • Fax: 01284 717761 • www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk

.....................................................

.....................................................

.....................................................

...........................

......

........................... .....................

PVC Banners

PROCESS Full colour print

JOB No. 58855

STYLE. 1 ......REV. 2

DATE 25.11.20 DESIGNER Andreas

APPROVED BYElmswell Parish Council

PVC Banners.

Size: 4500x600mm

Qty: 2

WESLEY Coffee Shop... We are open!
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Station Road, Elmswell  IP309HD (behind the pharmacy)

Not just a pet food shop...
We also have a large stock of 
pet sundries, wild bird foods, 
poultry feeds and coldwater 
and tropical fish sundries.

Come and 
see our 
range of 
products 

today!

We also stock horse grooming equipment, 
frozen reptile foods, salt tablets for your 

water softeners and dishwashers… 
and much more.

Mon -Fri:             9-4 
Sat: 9-2

             01359 242942

Qualified workforce

printdesign graphics signs

PLEASE NOTE:  All designs, artwork and work supplied remain the PROPERTY & © COPYRIGHT of Coastline Graphics until full payment has been made of the relevant invoice.

CLIENT

ITEM

Please check the following:
• All Spelling of all text is correct
• Vehicle model and year are correct
• Size, Orientation & positioning of text/graphics
• Abnormalities in the logo appearance

Tel: 01284 717760 • Fax: 01284 717761 • www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk

.....................................................

.....................................................

.....................................................

...........................

......

........................... .....................

PVC Banners

PROCESS Full colour print

JOB No. 58855

STYLE. 1 ......REV. 2

DATE 25.11.20 DESIGNER Andreas

APPROVED BYElmswell Parish Council

PVC Banners.

Size: 4500x600mm

Qty: 2

WESLEY Coffee Shop... We are open!

Now serving iced coffees
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

 ELMSWELL GARDEN CLUB
With no significant rain for weeks it seems as 
though we have endured the hottest month 
of 2022. Our gardens are feeling the lack 
of water YET we see glimmers of ripening 
fruit, vegetables and flowers making an 
appearance against all odds. As gardeners 
we are not wired to hold our hands up at the 
severity of the weather. We try to do our bit 
as climate change challenges us to manage 
our plots and pots differently to help them 
thrive. The extreme heat has made us 
realise we need to work with nature and 
not against it,  making decisions to move 
precious plants to a location where it will 
thrive and seriously consider using a part 
of the garden to accommodate drought 
tolerant plants.  

Beth Chatto OBE, an award-winning plants 
woman had a fierce determination to 
support the idea that every plant has 
a right place and that it will only grow 
if conditions are suited to its specific 
requirements. In 1960 Beth took over an 
overgrown wasteland of brambles, parched 

gravel and boggy ditches, transforming it 
using plants adapted by nature to thrive 
in different conditions. She coined the 
mantra  ‘right plant, right place’ and began 
work designing a garden that suited the 
soil she had inherited. An impressive gravel 
garden was created where the plants are 
never watered even in the hottest driest 
summer. Once the plants are established, 
they survive entirely on rainwater, and 
never get topped up by a hosepipe. Do 
visit the Beth Chattos’ Garden in Elmstead, 
Essex if you have a chance, it is a stunning 
testament to a lady with courage to do 
something different. 

In July a number of members visited 
Helmingham Hall to explore the gardens 
that have grown up around the house.  
Unlike Beth Chatto’s garden this estate 
dates back to 1480 and has been owned 
by the Tollemarche family since that time. 
The house was built around a courtyard in 
typical late Tudor style. The planting is well 
thought out to accommodate a variety 

of styles and is managed much as it was 
in the 1400’s. Within the walled garden  a 
significant vegetable plot is interplanted 
with flowers to  attract pollinators that the  
vegetables rely on in order to flower and 
form fruits. Many flowers are pest resistant 
and help deter pests that would otherwise 
ravage the vegetable crop and damage 
the food grown before it can be harvested. 
It seems as though even in Tudor times 
gardeners were ‘thinking outside of the box 
as this is a  garden that has really stood the 
test of time.

The September meeting of Elmswell 
Garden Club will be held on the 20th 
September in The Wesley Hall, School Road  
at 7.30pm. We welcome visitors newly 
arrived to Elmswell and neighbouring 
village so do consider joining us. If you 
have a new garden to plan, now may the 
time to think about what might suit your 
plot. 

If you require further information about Elmswell Garden Club (EGC),  
please contact Catherine, on 01359 242172 or Nick, on 01359 242601. 

The Club email is elmswellgardenclub@gmail.com  
and a good way of asking a question that will be swiftly answered.                                   

The impressive entrance to 
Helmingham Hall

Knot and Herb Garden at 
the front of the house
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 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUPP
PHEW, August was certainly a scorcher, but 
maybe just how we remember the long school 
summer holidays used to be in our childhoods?!    
However, not daunted, seventeen of us very 
much enjoyed our visit to Buxhall’s fascinating 
Bygones Museum, which is packed with local 
artefacts collected over many years and elicited 
many a delighted comment like “we used to 
have one of those” and “that was my dad’s 
first car”.  It also included some Elmswell items 
such as a hand-written receipt from Mulley’s 
of Cooks Road and the Bacon Factory’s hooter 
which used to summon the workforce from 
miles around.  All this was followed by some 
welcome refreshing drinks and home-made 
cakes.   The museum is open Easter to October, 
on the first and second weekends (Fri-Sun), 
10.30am-4.30pm (01449-736363) – well worth 
a visit.

The 1st August was also Lammas Day, being a 
celebration of the first Grain Harvest, a time for 
gathering in and giving thanks for abundance.   
The word ‘Lammas’ is derived from ‘loaf mass’ 
and is indicative of how central and honoured 
are the first grain and loaf of the harvesting 
cycle.   In days gone by, feasting, market fairs, 
games and bonfire celebrations were the order 
of the day.   Reflecting the movement of the 
sun in sympathetic magic, circle dancing was 
popular, as were all community gatherings.  
August was considered an auspicious month 
for weddings and handfastings (a traditional 
practice that may define an un-officiated 
wedding, a betrothal, or a temporary wedding; 
the phrase refers to the making fast of a pledge 
by the shaking or joining of hands).  There are 
many customs throughout Europe around the 
cutting of the grain or corn and they applied 
to all cereal crops including wheat, barley, 
rye and oats.  The first sheaf would often be 
ceremonially cut at dawn, winnowed, ground 
and baked into the Harvest Bread which was 
then shared by the community in thanks.  The 
first barley stalks would be made into the first 

beer of the season; the first sheaf guarantees 
the seed and thus continuity.  The last sheaf 
was also ceremonially cut, often made into a 
‘corn dolly’, carried to the village with festivity 
and was central to the Harvest Supper.   The 
corn dolly was made into a Corn Maiden (after 
a good harvest) or a cailleach (“old woman” 
from Irish and Scottish Gaelic), hag or cone 
(after a bad harvest), who could be dressed 
with ribbons and clothes.   This last sheaf would 
often be placed above the fireplace or hearth of 
the home, until the next harvest: or it might be 
placed in the branches of a tree or mixed with 
the seed for the next year’s sowing.  In some 
way it eventually needed to return to the earth 
from whence it came so that the fertilizing spirit 
of John Barleycorn, the Harvest God, could pass 
from harvest to harvest.  It could be ploughed 
back, returned to decay and rot, or burnt and 
the ashes scattered.   So, a huge thank you 
to all our farmers, past and present, and let’s 
hope they will be able to provide enough for 
everyone over the coming year, even after this 
very challenging growing season. 

Now we’re looking forward to the start of 
our new season of talks, the first on 8th 
September being by Don Hill, “The History of 
Caister Lifeboat”, which has been saving lives 
at sea since 1791.    Completely independent, 

they depend entirely on public donations to 
help provide safety and rescue services to the 
countless vessels, crew and beach visitors to 
this area of the east Norfolk coast.

As this is the start of our 2022-23 season, 
annual subs will be due for payment in 
September, which are £10pp (Sept-Aug) plus 
£3pp at each attendance, i.e. £13 at your first 
visit.   Alternatively, if you don’t wish to join us 
as an annual member, you can still attend any 
of our talks as a Visitor and pay just £5.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS, 9-18th Sept - Every 
autumn thousands of  volunteers across 
England organise  events to celebrate our 
fantastic history and culture.  It’s your chance 
to see hidden places (many of which are not 
normally open to the public) and try out new 
experiences – all of which are FREE to explore.  
Check out www.heritageopendays.org.uk or 
local details from Tourist Info Centres at Bury 
01284-764667 (Apex + Cathedral), or Ipswich 
01473-258070.

East Anglian 
TRADITIONAL 
MUSIC DAYS, 
Fri 9th + Sat 10th 
Sept – various 
S t o w m a r k e t 
venues.  Visit 
www.eatmt.org.
uk, or Tel: 07495-
054669.

Luke’s Wood APPLE DAY, Sat 24th September, 
2-5pm – we hope 
to be present at the 
welcome return of 
this annual event, 
so do come along 
to see our display 
of recent historic 
researches, and 
perhaps buy a copy 
of our well-received 
book “Forgotten 
Sentinel” all about 
Elmswell’s WW1 
“lost” aerodrome.

 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

 
Elmswell 
History 

Group 

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website –

www.elmswell-history.org.uk 
or contact our Secretary, Stella Chamberlin on 01359-242601

AAPPPPLLEE  DDAAYY  
at 

LLuukkeesswwoooodd  
  

 
 
 

Stalls 
Apple ID and tasting 

Games & activities 
Crafts 

Refreshments  
Entertainments 

 
 

SSaattuurrddaayy    
2244tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  

22..0000--55..0000  
EEvveerryyoonnee  
wweellccoommee!!  

FFRREEEE  
AADDMMIISSSSIIOONN  
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 CLUBS & SOCIETIES

ELMSWELL WI
We were a small,select group compared to 
our usual numbers. This was probably due 
to the unbearably hot weather combined 
with August being a popular holiday month.
Brenda welcomed everyone and we sang 
Jerusalem, surprisingly well considering 
our low attendance. She then proceeded 
to entertain us with some poems. One was 
written by an eight year old autistic boy 
which was incredibly imaginative and used 
very impressive, adult language. We were 
all really moved by it.It was inspired by ‘My 
Magic Box’ by Kit Williams and the boy was 

a member of Brenda’s class. She also read 
some humorous limericks, some of which 
were her own.
We spent the next half hour or so creating 
our own, very individual name badges. This 
will enable us to learn new members’ names 
more easily. Every one was completely 
different and showed some very artistic 
talents amongst the group!. 
A couple of quizzes were then given out, 
based on the unusual use of words and we 
all racked our brains trying to figure out the 
answers! It was just a bit of fun.

There was a lovely display of premature 
baby hats, knitted by various members 
for the local paramedics who requested 
them.They were so pretty, and, again all 
completely different. 
Our next meting will be on 13th September 
when Michelle Russell will show us how she 
creates her stained glass jewellery, some of 
which will be on sale.
Now members and visitors 
always welcome.

Rosie Collins 01359 241652

HALF PRICE VEGETABLE AND FLOWER SEEDS
The Elmswell Allotment Holders have secured a deal for a 50% reduction in vegetable and 
 flower seed prices from Kings Seeds - you don't have to be an allotment holder to benefit.

If you would like to take advantage of this please refer to Kings on line 2023 brochure at  
www.kingsseeds,com and submit your selection, product code, cash and contact details to  

the Parish Clerk's office by Friday 23rd September 2022.

A brochure is available at the Parish Clerk's office should site of a hard copy be required.

Please note that this discount is on seeds only but potatoes can be purchased at the reduced rate  
of £5.60 for two or more packs but attracts a £3.50 postage charge
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All aspects of 
landscaping and 

small scale groundworks

Specialising in: 
• Patios/pathways/driveways

• Turfing - including wildflower turf 
• Ponds - Koi/new build/maintenance

• Garden maintenance
• Ground/site clearance works  

• Remedial/demolition works
• Drainage/land drains

Darrell: 07828 925742

Email: DRTlandscapes.RG@gmail.com
Facebook: DRT Landscapes 

www.drtlandscapes.co.uk 

DANCE 
FOR 

BETHANY
24 September 2022

at 8pm

Blackbourne Centre,  
Elmswell

Live Group

£8 per head

Contact Val on 07815 049293

Raising money for  
Bethany's Treatment
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 AROUND & ABOUT

Miles

ELMSWELL LIBRARY
Hello Elmswell,
With the end of the summer holidays we 
have the celebration event for those who 
managed to read 6 books. Dominique 
Valente author of the Starfell series will 
be coming to the library to hand out 
certificates and medals. Well done to all 
those who completed it.
We have started up a home library service 
and are looking for people who would 
like to use it and people to help deliver 
the books. If you are unable to make it to 
the library and live in Elmswell then we 
can arrange for books to be delivered and 
picked up.
The display this month is inspired by the 
Big Green Week which is at the end of 
September. There will be a selection of 
nature themed books. There are some 
nature non-fiction, some cli-fi and some 
more fiction set in nature.
We will also be deciding the winners of our 
children’s sunflower competition where 
there will be tallest, best picture and most 
species visited.

The exhibition will change from textile 
pieces made by our Knit and Natter group 
volunteers to artwork by Johan Don Daniel 
towards the end of September. 
The community café is back after it’s break 
in August on Wednesday 21st September 
at the Wesley Café.
Suffolk Libraries are holding an Autumn 
Online Book festival from Monday 12th 
September to Sunday 18th September. You 
can and watch live or catch up afterwards 
on the Suffolk Libraries YouTube channel.
Monday 12th 7pm – 8pm Ruth Ware
Tuesday 13th 7pm – 8pm Jack Jordan
Wednesday 14th 7pm – 8pm Chis Carter
Thursday 15th 7pm – 8pm Jill Mansell
Friday 16th 7pm – 8pm Janice Hallett
Saturday 17th 7pm – 8pm Sarah Pearse
Sunday 18th 7pm – 8pm Elly Griffiths
These are free, but as we are a charity, 
donations to Suffolk Libraries are always 
very gratefully received.
See you in the library soon,

What’s on at Elmswell Library?
Story Time
1.10pm – 1.30pm every Tuesday
The Keep in Touch Community Café
10.30am on Wednesday 21st September 
at the Wesley Café (every 3rd Wednesday)
Knit and Natter
2pm – 3pm Tuesday 13th September (every 
2nd Tuesday of the month)
Adult Reading Practice
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please book 
in advance.
Sunday Crafts
1pm – 2pm every Sunday
Lego Club
Every Sunday 11am – 12noon

Opening times
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Wednesday: 2pm – 5pm
Thursday: 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 7pm
Friday: 2pm – 5pm
Saturday: 10am – 1pm
Sunday: 10am – 3pm
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Servicing and repairs of:
BOILERS & COOKERS

M.O.T. DUE
Require a quick reliable service ?

M.O.T. classes 4 and 7 tested.

Tests available for all types of cars 
and vans up to 3.5 tonnes gross.

Local collection service available.

Also repairs and servicing available 
on request.

D A BEVAN
THE WORKSHOP

GROVE LANE  
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

ELMSWELL

PHONE 01359 241158 / 244421

BJW
PLUMBING & HEATING
YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installation

Maintenance & Repairs
Bathroom Suites, Showers, Tiling

Install Washing Machines/Dishwashers
Burst/Leaking Pipes

Water Softeners
General Plumbing Needs

GAS Safe registered 200169

BARRY WARD: 01449 616034/07734 872549

200169

P H Peckham 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
T. 01359 240958  M. 07802 642884 
e. phpeckhamplumbing@gmail.com
• 24 HOUR CALL OUT   

• FREE Estimates

• Corgi Registered  Solid Fuel,  
Oil or Gas

• Bathroom Suites Designed  
and Installed

• Water Softners Fitted   

• Tiling

• Boilers Serviced 214650

Wayne 
Salmon 
Electrical
For all your electrical 
requirements –  
Domestic, commercial and 
industrial.
All work carried out to a 
high standard. 

Mobile 07843 302798 

    T.P. Services 
 

 

UPV-c Window & Door 
Repairs 

 

Sealed Units, Hinges, 
Locks, Handles, Letter Boxes 

 
Over 30 years’ 

experience,       free 
quotations 

 

Contact: Tom 
Mob: 07957 098118 

Email: tpservices65@gmail.com  
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 AROUND & ABOUT

OO  LL  II  VV  II  AA’’  SS  
BB  EE  AA  UU  TT    YY  

RROOOOMM  
  

EEllmmsswweellll,,  IIPP3300  99FFBB..  
FFrroomm  NNaaiillss  ttoo  wwaaxxiinngg  ,,  ttoo  ppeeddiiccuurreess  aanndd  ttiinnttiinngg  

ttoo  llaasshheess  aanndd  bbrroowwss..  
OOlliivviiaa’’ss  bbeeaauuttyy  rroooomm  iiss  hheerree  ttoo  mmeeeett  yyoouurr  

bbeeaauuttyy  nneeeeddss!!    
  

Facebook: Olivia’s Beauty Room  
Instagram: olivia.beautyroom 

Phone: 07931 423324 

 
 

  

OO  LL  II  VV  II  AA’’  SS  
BB  EE  AA  UU  TT    YY  

RROOOOMM  
  

EEllmmsswweellll,,  IIPP3300  99FFBB..  
FFrroomm  NNaaiillss  ttoo  wwaaxxiinngg  ,,  ttoo  ppeeddiiccuurreess  aanndd  ttiinnttiinngg  

ttoo  llaasshheess  aanndd  bbrroowwss..  
OOlliivviiaa’’ss  bbeeaauuttyy  rroooomm  iiss  hheerree  ttoo  mmeeeett  yyoouurr  

bbeeaauuttyy  nneeeeddss!!    
  

Facebook: Olivia’s Beauty Room  
Instagram: olivia.beautyroom 

Phone: 07931 423324 

 
 

  

SEMVC has performed a number 
of times at the Blackbourne 
Centre, and have thoroughly 
enjoyed doing so. We are a 

very happy choir but also quite 
progressive and are looking for 

new members. 
If this in any way appeals to 
you or you think you might 

like to give it a go, then please 
contact Nick Gane on telephone 

number 01284 700347

CHOIR ENJOYS A COLOURFUL EVENING OF SONG AND FUN
A popular choir in Bury St Edmunds recently held their annual “Neville’s Night” evening, in commemoration of Neville Rogers, 
a former member who sadly passed away several years ago.  Neville was an iconic character in the choir, who always attended 
rehearsals wearing a colourful shirt.  So, following his passing, the choir decided to celebrate him each year by having an 
evening of fun, where choir members are encouraged to wear colourful shirts and bring along friends and family to listen and 
join in the fun.

Requests were taken from the audience and the songs duly 
delivered with great enthusiasm by the choir.  Between 
songs, the musical director, Mark Jefferson, also regaled the 
assembled with humorous anecdotes and amusing memories 
of concerts and events.  After refreshments, the friends and 
families were invited to judge the members with the brightest 
shirts and this was won by Andrew Bonner, wearing a stunning 
purple number.

GIVE THE CHOIR A TRY
St Edmundsbury Male Voice Choir has performed a number of 
times at the Elmswell Blackborne Centre, and have thoroughly 
enjoyed doing so.  We are a very happy choir but we are also 
quite progressive and are looking for new members.  If this in 
any way appeals to you or you think you might like to give it 
a go, then you can contact Nick Gane at semvcgane@hotmail.
com or on 01284 700347, or visit www.semvc.com for more 
information.  There is no obligation, no auditions and no need 
to read music.  The choir meets for regular rehearsals every Thursday evening at Howard Community Academy,  
Bury St Edmunds IP32 6SA.
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 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP

 ST JOHN’S CHURCH
Hello from St John’s Church
August began with a lovely family service, 
which included the baptisms of Lukas and 
Daisy Andrews.  All the children enjoyed 
playing their part in the service, both 
helping with the prayers and acting out 
the story of Jesus turning water into wine 
- although we suspect the children would 
rather the miracle was Jesus supplying 
an abundance of ice cream!  The point of 
the story, however, is Jesus revealing his 
glory – showing us how he is the amazing 
Son of God come to bring hope and an 
abundance of life, both life to the full now 
and life with him forever. 
The Christian faith is a message of hope 
to a world trapped in darkness.  As we 
head into the autumn term, we will be 
looking at the New Testament letter to the 
Colossians. One of my favourite sentences 
in the whole Bible can be found in chapter 
1: “For God the Father has rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.”
Baptism symbolises this rescue and 
forgiveness.  The water symbolises the 
cleansing and forgiveness of our guilt, 
shame and darkness as a person is 
welcomed into the everlasting Kingdom 
of light. If you want to find out more 
about this hope, please do join us at 
10:30am on a Sunday morning.
In September, our Sunday School restarts 
in the rooms at the back of church.  This 
takes place during the main service 
(except for the first Sunday in the month, 
when it is our family service).  If you would 
like to find out more, please contact us.   

St John’s is a friendly bunch of people.  
If you are new (or maybe not new) to 
Elmswell, you can be sure of a warm 
welcome. There is also the opportunity 
to stay and chat over tea and coffee 
after the service, which provides a great 
opportunity to meet other people.
Upcoming Dates:
Sun 4 Sep 9:00am  
Lord’s Supper (spoken service)
Sun 4 Sep 10:30am  
All Age Service with baptism 
Sun 11 Sep 10:30am   
Worship with Lord’s Supper
Sun 18 Sep 10:30am   
Sunday Worship
Sun 25 Sep 10:30am   
Worship with Lord’s Supper
Sun 2 Oct 9:00am  
Lord’s Supper (spoken service)
Sun 2 Oct 10:30pm   
Family Harvest Festival 
followed by Bring & Share Lunch

Every Saturday:
9:00am  Weekly prayer meeting online 
(see website for details)
We hope to live stream the 10:30am 
services on our Facebook page (also 
available on our main web site later that 
day).   

Rector:  Peter Goodridge
Email:  elmswellrector@gmail.com 
Tel:   01359 240512
Web site: www.stjohnselmswell.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/  
 stjohnselmswell 
YouTube:  accessed via our website
 home page

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH   
TOWER FLOODLIGHTING

Everyone is welcome to sponsor the floodlighting 
of St. John’s,  a lovely way to commemorate a 
personal event, an anniversary, or any other 
special occasion. Alternatively, you can simply 
make a donation.  And it all helps to pay the day-
to-day running expenses of our parish church. 
For September the lights will be on between 7.00 
p.m. and midnight.  
A night’s floodlighting costs £5.  
Cheques payable please to  “ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, 
ELMSWELL”.
All bookings / payments to  :- 
Trevor Sadler, Abbots Warren, Church Road, 
Elmswell , IP30 9DU   (Tel: 240908). 
Thank You.
SEPTEMBER  2022  SPONSORSHIPS
3 to remember and thank all those past 

Elmswell Fire-Fighters who served their 
village and community so well.

4 to thank all our current Elmswell Fire-
Fighters for their tremendous efforts and 
courage in keeping us safe during the 
recent unprecedented heatwave.

 8 cherished memories of Dora Lily 
Handyside.  “Remembered with love”.   xx.

10 remembering Gary Ferguson, with much 
love.  “Always in our thoughts”.  xx.

13 in loving memory of my dear Mum, Olive 
Rose Dalton.

13 Joan Catchpole.  Birthday Wishes from Me 
to Me at 81 years. Thinking of the things 
I’ve done. Made some friends along the 
way. All it leaves is me to say  “Happy 
Birthday Joan”. Raise that glass and drink to 
me, and say “ what will be, will be”  J                                               

14 in loving memory of Lesley Manning.   
Love,  Colin.  xx.

16 in loving memory of William Victor 
Manning.

17 in memory of dear Tess.  Margaret & Ron.     

20 in loving memory of a beloved husband,   
sub-mariner Lt. Cmdr. Rev’d Stan 
Montgomery DCM

23 for Ricky Woolnough  -  34 years ago you 
left us Rick.  We love and miss you every 
day, for ever in our hearts to stay.  “God 
Bless”.   

28 Margaret and Noel Clarke, on their 
Wedding Anniversary.  “Remembered with 
great affection by all their family”.

29 in memory of Betty Peachey who passed 
away 33 years ago.
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 ELMSWELL FELLOWSHIP
 CATHOLIC PARISH   
 OF OUR LADY,   
 STOWMARKET
Parish Priest: Rev. Simon Leworthy, 
The Presbytery, 29 Lockington Road, 
Stowmarket, IP14 1BQ
Tel:01449-612946 E-mail: pp@
ourladystowmarket.org.uk
MASS TIMES:
Saturday (First Mass of Sunday) – 6PM 
St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 9QG
Sundays – 8.30am & 10.15am 
Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket 
IP14 1AW
Holy Days – 10am & 7.30pm 
Our Lady’s Strickland Road Stowmarket
Weekday services in the Parish are 
advertised at the 
front of Our Lady’s Church, in the weekly 
Newsletter and on  the Parish Website –  
www.ourladystowmarket.org.uk

 ELMSWELL   
 BAPTIST  CHURCH 
I am writing this offering in the middle of 
the August heatwave not quite as hot as 
the July edition but plenty hot enough 
our gardens are burning up wildfires are 
everywhere we included all those situations 
in our recent prayers of intercession when 
our service was led by the Rev Richard 
Edwards who used to be our minister some 
50 years ago.
On the 8th September our Food and Friends 
Lunches restart at midday at the church, 
these lunches began many years ago in 
conjunction with Age Concern and were 
aimed at our older residents and due to 
people moving away or becoming less 
mobile we have plenty of space for new 

people to join us for a sumptuous home 
cooked lunch/sweet/cheese & biscuits/ tea 
or coffee contact Jackie on 01359 245918 if 
you or your parents/grand- parents would 
like to join us.
September also sees the re start of our 
Ladies Friendship Group meetings with a 
visit to the Hut at Felixstowe at 10.30 am on 
Monday 12th September contact Margaret 
on 01359 241541 if you’ve not been before 
and would like to join the ladies. 
O u r  1 0 . 3 0 a m  S u n d a y  S e r v i c e s  i n 
September will be led by
4th September Ann Rudland 
 (inc Communion)
11th September Rev Norman Tharby
18th September David Hitchcock
25th September Rev Norman Tharby
2nd October Rev Paul Hills
Elmswell Baptist Church is located on the 
Ashfield Road on the north side of the 
railway crossing in Elmswell our building is 
a corrugated metal building affectionately 
known as a tin tabernacle we offer a warm 
and friendly to anyone who joins us at 
our services or activities contact Tony 
on 01359241541 or look up our website 
www.elmswellbaptist.org.uk for any more 
information about us that you might need
.                                                                         Tony
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The Old Police House,
Cooks Road, Elmswell,

Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP30 9DB.

Tel: 0345 271 3245 
 

Worried about Savings?
Let our team of nancial advisers help you to get the 
most from your savings and investments.

Confused about your pension?
We would be happy to discuss the options available 
for your retirement planning.

Want to protect your family or income or 
mortgage and loan?
We are here to advise on the right solutions for your 
budget. 

Mortgages?
For a competitive mortgage, we have advisers to assist 
with that purchase or remortgage.

Equity Release 
We have advisers able to assist you with this area of 
advice. 

Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and 
can affect your eligibility for means tested benets.
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We make it 

Clear Financial Services is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Ltd.
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

A pension is a long term investment

Clear Financial
Services
(UK) Ltd

 

  

 

Telephone: 01359 242555  
 

Email: elmswell@travel-stop.co.uk 
 

Open Thursdays and by appointment at Elmswell Railway Station 

 

Across Greece there is a life and vibrancy not experienced in 
recent years and a buzz of excitement as guests arrive in the 

resorts and rediscover their love of travelling.  
And, whilst there is a heightened level of expectation and desire 

of the holiday experience, it is clear, from those who have 
travelled to date, that the rewards from travel are as great 

 - if not greater - than ever before. 

Late booking offer  
Lourdas Beach Apartments, South Kefalonia, Greece 

from £599 per person  
(June 25th - October 29th) 

NOW IN ELMSWELL

CALL 01359 256821

Reduced fee for

Elmswell Sellers*

*T’s & C’s and

minimum fees
apply
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 VILLAGE GREEN

NEWS FROM ELMSWILD
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Enjoy the Autumn at Lukeswood 

 

As all gardeners know, autumn is a good time to take stock of your plot, to enjoy all the fruits of your 
labours, to assess what’s been successful and what hasn’t worked so well, and to make plans for the next 
growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of the garden 
and to see where improvements can be made. 

 

It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for 
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone – 
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the 
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and 
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.  

 

Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on 
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at 
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new 
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing on dead wood lying around the site. This curious 
fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself 
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!). 

 

 

Lukeswood Apple Day
September means Apple Day at 
Lukeswood. We held our first Apple 
Day in 2010 and kept the tradition 
going every year until 2020 when 
the pandemic intervened and wiped 
this event off the calendar for two 
years. Now that we’re back and 
preparing for this year’s event some 
people are asking – what is Apple 
Day? 

It all started in 1990 when the 
first Apple Day was launched by 
Common Ground, a charity based 
in Dorset which has been at the 
forefront of community conservation 
and environmental education in 
England for more than 40 years. 
Their aim is to reconnect people with 
nature and inspire communities to 
become responsible for their local 
environment. One of the founding 
members of Common Ground was 
Roger Deakin, a celebrated Suffolk 
writer and environmentalist who 
lived in nearby Mellis on the edge 
of the Common.

That first Apple Day celebration 
was held in the old Apple Market 
in London’s Covent Garden and 
attracted fruit-growers, juice- and 
cider-makers, along with writers, 
a r t i s ts  and many interes ted 

members of the public. The aim 
was to celebrate the range and 
diversity of local fruits, with the 
apple symbolising the role that 
fruit growing plays in landscape, 
ecology and culture. It also helps to 
show people what, in many places, 
has been lost, as local orchards and 
varieties of fruit have been excised 
from the landscape, in the same 
way that other traditional skills and 
customs have disappeared. Since 
then the tradition has spread far and 
wide, and Apple Day has become 
a regular feature in the calendar 
of towns and villages throughout 
the country. The actual day is 21st 
October, but the celebration has 
gradually grown from a single day 
to a whole month, with celebrations 
taking place from late September to 
late October.

Our own Apple Day encompasses 
all of the aims of the original 
event but has widened to include 
a variety of activities and stalls 
that celebrate local food, crafts, 
wildlife, skills and environmental 
concerns. Lukeswood, which hosts 
our very own community orchard 
– Norman’s Orchard, named after 
Norman Kenyon whose generous 
bequest allowed us to buy the land it 
now occupies – is the perfect venue 
for Apple Day celebrations. 

W h e t h e r  i t ’s  a d m i r i n g  t h e 
woodworking skills on show at 
Bodgers’ Corner, listening to the 
wonderful Wesley Ukelele Band, 
finding out about unusual Suffolk 
and Norfolk varieties of fruit, 
indulging in some tasty home-made 
cakes provided by the talented 
bakers of the Trefoil Guild, or having 
a go at some old-fashioned games 
(anyone for Welly-Wanging?) – 
there’s something for everyone!

We’ve included some photos of 
Apple Days past to give a flavour of 
what has become a firm fixture in the 
Elmswell calendar. 

Lukeswood Apple Day is on Saturday 
24th September, 2.00-5.00. The 
entrance to Lukeswood is off Church 
Road, on the left before the School 
Road junction as you’re heading 
towards the church. Admission is 
free and everyone is welcome to 
come along and join in the fun.

Mary Feeney
info@elmswild.org.uk

241901

AAPPPPLLEE  DDAAYY  
at 

LLuukkeesswwoooodd  
  

 
 
 

Stalls 
Apple ID and tasting 

Games & activities 
Crafts 

Refreshments  
Entertainments 
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growing season. As the foliage dies away it’s easier to stand back and look at the structure of the garden 
and to see where improvements can be made. 

 

It’s the same at Lukeswood. There are certainly lots of autumn fruits about – perhaps not all edible for 
people, but something is bound to appreciate nature’s bounty. Most of the hazels have already gone – 
nibbled by mice, no doubt – but there are still plenty of berries around to feed the birds through into the 
winter. It’s also been a good year for blackberries, judging by the hedgerows – enough for lots of apple and 
blackberry pies and still plenty left for the birds.  

 

Autumn is the time for a fungi foray – a walk through the woods to see all the variety of wonderful fungi on 
the forest floor. Even though we haven’t got many trees yet, there are still plenty of colourful fungi to see at 
Lukeswood. Some have been brought in as spores on the wood chips we’re using to mulch around the new 
trees, and some, such as the Jew’s Ear, are growing on dead wood lying around the site. This curious 
fungus often grows on elder and takes its name from the story of Judas, who is said to have hanged himself 
from that tree (and presumably left his ear behind!). 
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Residential & Commercial
Cleaning Services

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Curtains
• Hard Floors

call Peter on 01359 241577
email: peterjedmonds@tiscali.co.uk

ServiceMaster West Suffolk

Little Acre, Ashfield Road, Elmswell IP30 9HJ

  
 
 

HAYWARDS 
SOLICITORS 

 
FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY LEGAL NEEDS 

 
We offer Fixed Fees at Competitive Rates 

 
Telephone: (01449) 613631 

email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk   
www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk 

Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients. 
7 - 9 TAVERN STREET, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ 

F. G. BROWN  F. G. BROWN  
– OPTICIANS– OPTICIANS

Denmark House,  Denmark House,  
41 Bury Street,  41 Bury Street,  

StowmarketStowmarket

Tel:- 01449 612812/674030Tel:- 01449 612812/674030
As independent opticians we offer a more 

personalised eyecare service that you can trust 
for all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination

Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames

and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses

Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priorityYour sight care is our priority

Units 1-2, Station Rd Industrial Estate, Station Rd, Elmswell , Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9HD.

ALL TYPES OF SERVICING - WELDING - MOT WORK - CLUTCHES - EXHAUSTS - SHOCKS
AIR CONDITIONING - TYRES - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS - BATTERIES - CAMBELTS - BRAKES

TEL: 01359 242479 OR VISIT: WWW.PARKGARAGESERVICES.CO.UK

Your LOCAL GARAGE with over 20 years experience servicing and repairing all makes and models.

will main sign.qxp_Layout 1  14/03/2017  20:09  Page 1

Help is at hand - Call Toby Hicks
01449 771991 / 07968 686035

Are you having trouble setting up or
operating your TV / Audio or DVD?

Has your equipment stopped working?
Does your TV need a re-tune?

(Formerly BV Hicks Ltd)
TV & Audio Solutions

NEW DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AND 

 TV PRODUCTS SUPPLIED
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 AROUND & ABOUT

WESLEY UKULELE BAND
We have had a gig at Stow Rookery 
Bowls Club in aid of Guide Dogs and 
our monthly performance at the Tavern 
which, for the first time, was outside 
in the garden. The Rookery event 
featured blind and partially-sighted 
bowlers for which the Rookery is well-
known for supporting. Each bowler 
has a sighted helper who uses a centre 
line run acroos the green to guide his 
bowler to the cot. It was fascinating 
to watch and a wonderful thing to do 
to open the game to sight-impaired 
bowlers. The gig went well and we 
were appreciated and well catered for.

The Tavern gig also went down well 
although we suffered a little from 
inexperience at playing outside. We 
spread ourselves out a bit too much 
and, as we couldn’t hear one another 
very well, were not as synchronised as 
we would have been indoors when we 
are, by necessity, closer together. All 
part of the learning process, I suppose.

We are steadily growing in number 
since our Open Day when we gained 
five or six new ladies. We are regularly 
17 or 18 strong on a practice Thursday 
and almost fill our meeting room  

with several members missing. A far 
cry from the original six that Kevin 
recruited a couple of years ago. He 
tells us that we generate a friendlier 
atmosphere and are more tolerant than 
his previous group so, if the thought of 
joining us appeals to you, you can be 
certain of a warm welcome.

Pictures from our Tavern gig we have 
John, Peter E and Eddie and Carol P, 
Gail, Carol D, Peter W, and Kevin

For information please call Kevin on 
01359 240604

Or email: Kevin.Knock99@gmail.com

WOOLPIT FESTIVAL 2022
Everyone is welcome at this year’s Woolpit Festival weekend.

Friday 30 September 7.30 p.m. Woolpit Village Hall: the Festival 
Theatre Company directed by David Cordon present 2 plays from 
Alan Bennett’s Talking Heads series: A Lady of Letters starring 
Paquita Savill and The Hand of God starring Caroline Brooks. This 
evening follows brilliant performances by these two actors in two 
other Bennett plays last year. (Tickets £12, Under 18’s £5)

Saturday 1 October 7.30 p.m. Woolpit Village Hall: music from 
Cardinal Green ( a new band formed by Moose Rosser of Sound 
Tradition and friends) and The Shackleton Trio (one of East 
Anglia’s finest folk bands starring Georgia Shackleton – fiddle 
and vocals) playing songs from their new album Mousehold. The 
Shackletons are much in demand across the UK and we are really 
lucky to have them perform in Woolpit.  (Tickets £10, Under 18’s 
£5)

Sunday 2 October 7.00 p.m. St Mary’s Church, Woolpit: the 
Churchgate Sinfonia (professional players from around West 
Suffolk who give three concerts a year) playing music by Josef Suk 
(Serenade for Strings), a Handel Concerto Grosso, Greig’s Holberg 
Suite and the St Paul’s Suite by Holst. (Tickets £10, Under18’s £5)

Tickets from Lionel Denny (07899 678510) Lynne McRoberts 
(07809 290404) and Elm Tree Gallery (next to the Church in 
Woolpit). 

WOOLPIT FESTIVAL 2022 

30 September to 2 October  
Following a very successful weekend festival last 
year with a welcome return after missing the 2020 
festival we have responded to positive feedback to 
the new format and we are delighted to announce 
that we have a fabulous long weekend of events 

lined up for this years Woolpit Festival: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shackleton Trio

 
 

David Cordon Presents two of : 

Churchgate Sinfonia concert  

Cardinal Green
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Way to go…
Elmswell’s monthly footpath walks take in 
footpaths around and about the village...4 miles 
maximum – easy walking, everyone welcome, 
dogs on leads please .  

All walks start from the village sign on Crown Mill.

MEET AT THE 
VILLAGE SIGN 
11 AM ON 
SUNDAY  
11TH 
SEPTEMBER

Diagnostic Testing

• Car & Light Commercial Service & Repair Specialist
• General Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs

on All Makes and Models
• MOT Preparation and Repairs

• Recovery, Collection and Delivery Service

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE AT A
COMPETITIVE RATE PLEASE CALL ON

Tel: 01359 245 998
Mob: 0780 5604793

Unit 3
The Old Coach Yard - Grove Lane Ind. Est.

Elmswell IP30 9HN

NO VAT!
Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:30

Sat 8:30 - 1:00

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Appointment Not Always Required

• CAMBELT   • HEAD GASKETS
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TONY FISHER
PLUMBING & PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
• 24hr Emergency Callout
• Bursts, leaks, blockages etc.
• Bathroom/shower 

installation
• Tanks/cylinders/radiators
• Tiling floors/walls
• Painting & Decorating
• General DIY jobs
• Garden Maintenance

Tel. 01359 242556
Mobile 07758327743
Reliable & Friendly Service!

REST EASY,REST EASY,

Spend your time with your 
family this summer while 
we here at allhomes look 
after your home move with 
exclusive marketing no other 
agent can o� er in the area.

WE’VE GOT THIS

01359 234444 
mail@allhomes.uk.com
allhomes.uk.com

Contact us to book your FREE property valuation today.
AllHomes_RestEasy.indd   1AllHomes_RestEasy.indd   1 20/05/2022   08:3320/05/2022   08:33
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HARVEST 
Can you cut and stick the sequence card in the 

correct order for the Lifecyle of a pumpkin?  

AUTUMN

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Craft 

Make your own harvest wreath! Grab a paper 
plate, scissors, paint, glue and head out on an 

autumn walk! See what natural findings you can 
collect and get sticking!  

Did you know … Harvest is when ripe fruit, vegetables and grains are picked and collected. 

Did you know … Food is often collected to give to people in need. 

Did you know … During harvest time in the UK, many crops are picked. These include: 
apples, carrots, cauliflowers, leeks, onions, peas, pumpkins, Brussels sprouts, sweetcorn, 
tomatoes, beetroot, turnips and wheat. 

Did you know … During harvest farmers use machines like tractors, ploughs and combine 
harvesters 
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Harvest Craft 

Make your own harvest wreath! Grab a paper 
plate, scissors, paint, glue and head out on an 

autumn walk! See what natural findings you can 
collect and get sticking!  

Did you know … Harvest is when ripe fruit, vegetables and grains are picked and collected. 

Did you know … Food is often collected to give to people in need. 

Did you know … During harvest time in the UK, many crops are picked. These include: 
apples, carrots, cauliflowers, leeks, onions, peas, pumpkins, Brussels sprouts, sweetcorn, 
tomatoes, beetroot, turnips and wheat. 

Did you know … During harvest farmers use machines like tractors, ploughs and combine 
harvesters 

HARVEST  
CRAFT
Make your own 
harvest wreath! 
Grab a paper plate, 
scissors, paint, glue 
and head out on an 
autumn walk! See 
what natural findings 
you can collect and 
get sticking!
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

3 BRANCHES 
ARE BETTER 
THAN 1

ORDER ONLINE AT 
JEWSON.CO.UK

TRADE & PUBLIC WELCOME
LANDSCAPING
KITCHENS
TOOL HIRE
TIMBER

Diss
Victoria Road
IP22 4GQ
01379 643531

Stowmarket
Newton Road
IP14 5AE
01449 613147

Bury St Edmunds
Cranfield Road
IP32 7DF
01284 702562

00505-39 Cringleford Golf Club Mag. Ad 70x70 3 Branches.indd   100505-39 Cringleford Golf Club Mag. Ad 70x70 3 Branches.indd   1 23/10/2020   13:1623/10/2020   13:16

FIRST TEAM REPORT
Preseason started early after only a few weeks of training. After 
a late call off we started against opposition in the same league as 
us in Somersham FC; a team who had already played a handful 
of games and this was obvious in their performance. We had the 
better chances out of the two teams but Somersham took their 
chances and lead 2-0 at the break. We played some nice football 
for our first game back but our fitness levels couldn’t match theirs 
and in the last 25 minutes we conceded four goals with the game 
finishing 6-0. With the cobwebs blown out we moved forward to 
the following week taking the many positives out of the match. 
Bacton Reserves were up next in sweltering temperatures. Due to 
a lack of available players a handful of lads played for both the 
reserves in the earlier kick-off and then for the first team after. We 
again some good football again and new keeper Ollie Morris made 
some great saves in both games. Josh Daly scored a peach after a 
mazy run, Jack MacDonald scored from a corner and Matt McComb 
also notched too make it 3-3 after a dodgy linesman ruled Adam 
Seymour offside for what should have been the winner. 
We finished preseason against Stonham Aspal FC who are also 
in Div.2 and dominated them throughout even with key players 
missing. We ran out 3-0 winners with goals from Will Hayden and a 
brace from impact substitute Ash Farmer.
All in all the team progressed nicely throughout a tough preseason 
with every game being played during heatwaves and are ready for 
the season to start. We’ve improved every week and are playing 
some of the best football I’ve seen us play in the past few seasons 
making this season one we can aim high.
We started the season against Stonham Aspall who we had played 
in our last PSF and in front of a reasonable crowd, we got off to a 
good start and two Will Hayden goals had us 2-0 up before Ollie 
Morris made a brilliant save but couldn’t stop the rebound being 
smashed in from an unlikely angle. Will Hayden got his hat trick 
from the penalty spot after Andy Brookin was fouled. Stonham got 
another goal back but goals from Matt McComb and Andy Brookin 
took the game away from the visitors and we finished 5-2 winners. 
We will be looking to continue our winning start away at Ipswich 
Athletic next Saturday.
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 ELMSWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

RESERVES REPORT
A great start for The Ressies as they won their first PSF against 
fellow div.6 side Mendlesham in a balmy encounter at Grove 
Lane. Will Hayden latched on to an early throughball from Luke 
Spillett for the opener. It wasn’t until after the water break that 
The Elm managed to edge further ahead as Ed Edmonds put 
through Paul Cable to finish with aplomb for our second. In the 
second half Cable and Liam Trickey combined to put in Hayden 
for his second. It wasn’t until the last quarter of the game that 
we ran away with it a bit. Andy Brookin won a penalty that 
Trickey stuck in the bottom left corner. Brookin then scored a 
deflected header and Ed Hodgson a long-range screamer to tie 
things up. Final score 6-0 to The Elm.
In a mid-week fixture Elmswell Reserves hosted Stow Falcons 
Reserves in what is becoming an annual PSF tradition. Both 
sides had a bit of a mix of squads. Elmswell were happy to field 
four new faces and the return of Ev Scase. Falcons definitely 
had the best of the first period and also came very close to 
scoring a couple of times; one effort blazed over and Ollie Mor-
ris tipping the other into the bar. Elmswell’s game ebbed and 
flowed a little but we had some tidy passages and it was all 
‘good minutes in the legs’ and a chance to check out the new 
additions. Cam Harrington scored the winner in the 70th min-
ute, making his presence felt from an in-swinging corner.
Our last PSF was against Div.3 Needham Phoenix. We gave 
a good account of ourselves but ended up losing 1-3. Will 
Hayden with our goal from a corner.
Sept Home Fixtures at Grove Lane
03/09 Elmswell v Gt Blakenham Chequers
10/09 Elmswell Res v Bramford Utd Res
17/09 Elmswell v Kesgrave Kestrels
24/09 Elmswell v Claydon Reserves
01/10 Elmswell v Saxmundham Sports
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A&C A&C 
FENCING, FENCING, 

GARDENING & PATIOSGARDENING & PATIOS

No obligation quotes

Contact Andy
01449 403050   077487 85197
wade.andrew63@gmail.com

All fencing supplied and erected
All garden work...regular maintenance or one-off

• Grass cutting up to 3½ acres
• Garden Clearance

•  Tree Felling   •  Stump Grinding
•  Concrete bases laid   •  Sheds erected

•  Turf Laying   •  Artificial Turf
•  Driveways  • Pressure Washing

•  Garden machines serviced and repaired
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  ELMSWELL SPORT

 ELMSWELL FOX BOWLS CLUB
Elmswell Fox bowls club has become a 
team of strong finishers! The Monday team 
has had a run of three late, home victories 
to finish still bottom, mind you, but with a 
creditable 15 points. Considering we went 
through the bulk of the season with a single 
point, it feels pretty good. We expect to 
get relegated, of course, but it depends on 
whether any more teams drop out, in which 
case we may get a reprieve. If we stay up at 
least we know that there are some teams 
that we can beat. 
The Thursday team has also finished 
strongly and find themselves in third place 
in the league. Haughley, who are one place 

above them , have finished their season 
whereas the Foxes have a match to go and 
could snatch 2nd place. We have met all 
the top teams at the end of the season and 
beaten most. Away wins at Coney Weston 
and G.W. Staniforth ( Thetford ) have helped 
to put us in a strong position and 5 points 
or more from our final match at home 
against Walsham, will see us make second 
place. This, if we can pull it off, would see 
us maintain our record of winning a medal 
every season we have played League Bowls!
Now that the league matches are over, bar 
one final Thursday game, we are arranging 
club competitions on the ‘free’ evenings 

that we now have, and roll-ups will continue 
into September until green maintenance 
starts with re-seeding  end September/
early October.
We have a presentation night preceded by a 
meal at the Fox  on Thursday 8th September 
and this seems the right moment to thank 
Jimmy for catering for us so generously 
throughout the season.  His chips and 
chicken nuggets are famed throughout the 
league and so many visiting players say how 
fortunate we are for his patronage.

 Peter Edmonds
E.F.B.C.  07860 395720

edmondspeterj@gmail.com

 Ann and Richard and Rob and Phil in our 4-1 win over Greene King

ELMSWELL AUTUMN FAYRE GOLF DAY 
The day ended with three Players on 37 pts the 
winner was decided on the count back system.
The player coming out on top was Paul Manders, 
yours truly coming out 2nd and Harry Pratt 3rd.
The winners of the morning Texas Scramble team 
were James O ‘Doherty, Stuart Harland and  Neil 
Holcombe.  The runners up team were Joseph 
Castillo , Marcus Smith and Aaron Butler.
There were nine other prize winners, sorry lads, 
too many to name all of you.
I would like to thank Kevin’s Kitchen Studio who 
sponsored the golf day, just look them up in the 
newsletter for their details.
Stowmarket Golf Club looked after us and could 
not have done any more for us.
So if you are looking for a nice meal or maybe a 
round of golf, then give them a call.
The evening meal was the best we have had in all 
our golf days.

In the photo is my  wife Wendy Southgate 
presenting the winning Trophy to Paul Manders 
and Paul also collected some nice prizes.
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Do you  
require  
PRINT?

call Jason on  
01473 652354
jason@pfpprint.co.uk

PFP PRINT Ltd  
Elder House | Chattisham
Ipswich | Suffolk | IP8 3QE   
www.pfpprint.co.uk
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 CITIZENS ADVICE
The cost of energy and food is so high now. With the kids home from school for the summer, I’m having to pay more 
for lunches and snacks. I’m worried about how I’ll put food on the table. I’m on a prepayment meter and I’m really 
scared we’re going to be left without any gas or electric if I can’t top up. What can I do?
First of all, I’m really sorry to hear how tough 
things have been for you. You’re doing the 
right thing in reaching out for support and 
there are things you can get help with.

As a prepayment meter customer, your 
energy supplier will be able to give you 
temporary credit if you can’t afford to top 
up your meter. They might add this to your 
meter automatically, but if they don’t, you 
can call them and ask them to do this.

If you run out of temporary credit, speak to 
your supplier to explain your situation. They 
may give you extra temporary credit if you’re 
struggling with living costs. There are other 
reasons why they might give you extra credit 
too, including if you’re disabled, have a long-
term health condition, or you have children 
under the age of 5. You’ll have to pay back 
anything extra you get, but you can agree 

how to do this in a way you can afford with 
your supplier.

As you say, the cost of living is really high 
but there is help available. If you pay council 
tax and you’re in bands A-D, you should get 
a payment of £150 automatically. It could 
take until the end of September, but if you’ve 
not had it already you might need to make 
a claim.

You might also be able to get help from the 
Household Support Fund, which helps those 
experiencing financial hardship. They can 
offer support with energy bills, with food or 
other essentials.

For more information on the £150 payment 
or the Household Support Fund, email 
Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Council on 
housingsolutions@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.
uk or call 0300 123 4000.

There’s more government support coming 
from October in the form of a £400 payment 
to help you with your energy bills. If you 
have a prepayment meter, you’ll be given 
vouchers in the first week of each month 
from October, via text, email or post. Make 
sure your energy company has your up-to-
date details.

To help manage other costs, it’s also worth 
checking you’re getting all the benefits you’re 
entitled to. There are benefits calculators you 
can use online or Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk 
can complete a benefit check for you. If you 
can’t afford to buy food, Citizens Advice also 
can help you get a referral for a food bank.

We know this is an extremely worrying time 
and everyone’s situation is different. Don’t 
struggle alone.

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including 
debt, employment, benefits and family law.  You can contact them on 01449 676060 
or use the contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  For more information 
and our opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. Mid Suffolk

 AROUND & ABOUT

DATE  

Monday 3 October

Thursday 6 October 

Tuesday 11 October 

Your Police
Your Say

PUBLIC
MEETINGS

SUFFOLK POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER TIM PASSMORE, 
A CHIEF OFFICER AND THE LOCAL POLICING TEAM

NO NEED TO BOOK, JUST TURN UP 
Meetings start at 6.30pm, the online meeting starts at 6pm.

For more details go to www.suffolk-pcc.gov.uk

LOCATION

Online via Microsoft Teams. Go to  
www.suffolk-pcc.gov.uk to register

Cedars Hotel, Needham Road, Stowmarket IP14 2AJ 

Suffolk New College, Rope Walk, Ipswich IP4 1LT

PUBLIC MEETINGS 2022

DATE  

Monday 3 October

Thursday 6 October 

Tuesday 11 October 

Your Police
Your Say

PUBLIC
MEETINGS

SUFFOLK POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER TIM PASSMORE, 
A CHIEF OFFICER AND THE LOCAL POLICING TEAM

NO NEED TO BOOK, JUST TURN UP 
Meetings start at 6.30pm, the online meeting starts at 6pm.

For more details go to www.suffolk-pcc.gov.uk

LOCATION

Online via Microsoft Teams. Go to  
www.suffolk-pcc.gov.uk to register

Cedars Hotel, Needham Road, Stowmarket IP14 2AJ 

Suffolk New College, Rope Walk, Ipswich IP4 1LT

PUBLIC MEETINGS 2022
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The Parish Council schedules a meeting for 11 months of the year omitting August unless 
business comes forward which requires Councillors’ input.

This year there was no need to convene a meeting  although the work of the Council continues 
through individual councillors and the Clerk’s office which has remains open every weekday as 
usual to deal with day-to-day issues as well as management of the larger projects in hand. 

Elmswell is unusual for a village of its size to have taken on ambitious community projects which are designed to 
offer facilities for a fast-growing population.  It is clear that the steady  increase in the village’s size as we approach 
the 48% increase in housing stock built or nearly completed since 2013 is changing the social balance. It has long 
been the Councill’s view that, if Elmswell is to continue to thrive,  it must have an eye to providing an ever widening 
range of social, leisure and recreational opportunities well beyond the old, ‘village hall’, thinking.

This has, effectively, created 3 small businesses to be run on behalf of the residents -  at Blackbourne, at Wesley 
and, most recently, at the Elmswell Tavern.  The administration of these successful enterprises is handled through 
the Council Office working in close co-operation with the Blackbourne & Wesley Management Association and with 
Elmswell Community Enterprise, the Community Interest Company  whose volunteer members manage the pub.
Meanwhile, councillors and staff 
have recently been involved with 
other tasks and initiatives, including 
the following:

•	 The recent closures of the level 
crossing for essential maintenance 
works have been very poorly 
administered by Network Rail / 
SCC Highways and serious efforts 
continue to bring the relevant 
agencies together to try to have 
some local input into the planning 
of future such events.  It is hoped 
that Jo Churchill MP will be able 
to persuade the contractors and 
council officers to meet with us.

•	 11 new high spec. CCTV cameras 
have been installed at Blackbourne 
providing comprehensive coverage 
of the outside of the building in high 
resolution allowing numberplate 
recognition.   The move is welcomed 
by the Police who have, in the past,  
effectively used the existing internal 
cameras in their investigations.  It 
also allows remote oversight of the 
facility, particularly over weekends 
when there is not necessarily  
management on site.

•	 Councillors are working with the 
embryonic Elmswell Community 
Land Trust towards identifying a 
structure that will allow the proposed 
development of community 
affordable homes on the Tavern site 
without there being any ‘right to buy’ 
which could rob the village of a hard-
won facility.  Talks continue with 
Orwell Housing who have proved 
the most likely potential partner so 
far, but all options remain open.

•	 The proposed closure of School 
Road for several months during 
the initial development stages of 
the building of 86 houses and a 
pre-school facility is the subject of 
widespread concern and Council 
is working to pull all concerned 
together, including the HGV 
operators whose daily route includes 
the road, so that the least-worst 
options can be identified. 

•	 The 6 acres of land adjacent to 
Blackbourne and recently gifted to 
the village by Stan and Ian Turner 
who developed the new estates 
at Crown Mill and at Eastern Way 
/ Bennett Avenue remain blighted 
by the drainage swale wrongly 
excavated by the adjacent developer 
of the 106 houses off Ashfield Road. 
The matter is with solicitors and, 
as the houses are being built-out 
it is hoped that there will be some 
urgency in resolving the matter.

•	 The Council’s road safety initiative 
has successfully identified some 
low-key proposals which, in 
conjunction with SCC Highways 
officers, will begin a programme 
of gradual improvement at the 
dangerous pinch points on roads 
through the village.  Meanwhile, 
the County Council has agreed to 
extend its original proposals for 
yellow lining outside the school 
and at Cooks Road in line with the 
Parish Council’s suggestions.

Next meeting   The September Council 
meeting is scheduled for Monday 19th 
at 7.30 in the Chamberlayne Hall at 
Blackbourne.  The public are, as ever, 
welcome  to attend and there are 
opportunities on the agenda for public 
input.  The agenda is posted on the 
Council’s noticeboard at Crown Mill and 
is  available, with supporting papers, on 
line at elmswell.suffolk.cloud.

Peter Dow 
Clerk to the Council

PLANNING 
When consulted on Planning 
Applications, Council makes written 
representations to Mid Suffolk, the 
Planning Authority.  Most of the 
decisions which ensue are the result 
of a Planning Officer acting without 
reference to District Councillors.  
However, in certain circumstances, 
Applications are put before a District 
Council Planning Committee which 
meets in public and at which sessions, 
the Parish Council is invited to 
reinforce its case by giving a 3 minute 
presentation. 

One such was the recent application for 
19 houses at the junction of Grove Lane 
and Ashfield Road, ref. DC/21/06379.  
Through the Clerk, the following case 
was made to reinforce Councilors’ 
objections: 
 
Over recent years EPC has argued 
that the ideals of The National Planning 
Policy Framework are ill-served by 
ad-hoc, piecemeal developments in the 
countryside.  Several such sites have 
been in the immediate neighbourhood of 
this Application but our contention that 
what was proposed in previous cases 
was damagingly inappropriate, including 
the fact that there is no safe pedestrian 
route on much the ¾ mile walk into back 
into Elmswell along the fast and busy 
Ashfield Road, has not been supported. 
We would seem to have found support 
in this case. 
There is no exceptional factor presented 
with this Application which recommends 
that Elmswell needs to find more sites 
for more housing beyond those already 
allocated within its settlement boundary. 
Rather, there is support from Highways 
Officers and from your own Case Officer 
for the Policy constraints which underpin 
the NPPF principles of sustainable 
development. 
The very open aspect of this site at the 
gateway to the village acts as a gentle 
introduction to the increasingly built 
environment along Ashfield Road into 
the urbanised centre. 
If this application succeeds, the village 
will have effectively lurched to the North 
presenting a far more brutal, dense 
and suburban neighbourhood aspect 
which inevitable character change  
would make further applications for 
backfilling on land to the East difficult to 
resist. There is a  significant supply of 
land for housing in Mid Suffolk.  There 
is no need to go beyond strategic 
policies without there being exceptional 
circumstances. Here there are none. 
Elmswell has seen a 48% increase 
in its emerging housing stock since 
2016.  We argue that this satisfies 
the overarching NPPF keynote aims 
and that we do not therefore need to 
go outside of our village boundary in 
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Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the 
Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office, Blackbourne, 
Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH –  
right next to the car park and with wheelchair access.  
Staffed   Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4.00pm
              Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.00am – 12.00 noon
              and other times by arrangement.
clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk   
Tel. 244134   www.elmswell.suffolk.cloud

Future Council Meetings

Notice of all meetings and agendas is 
posted on the Council’s notice board 
at Crown Mill and in the community 

notice board at the Co-op. 

Sept 
19th

Oct 
17th

Nov 
21st

Dec 
19th

Jan 
16th

Meetings are held at Blackbourne,  
beginning at 7.30 unless  

otherwise notified

order to satisfy any economic or social 
objectives.  The third arm of the NPPF  
favoured gains, that of environmental 
benefit,  is clearly far from satisfied by 
the arbitrary selection of a field on the 
village outskirts on which to build 19 
houses.   
The circumstances are patently 
unexceptional. 
The proposal would, if permitted, 
present an unacceptable intrusion at a 
key entry point to the village. It would 
effectively re-draw the urban limits of 
Elmswell to the North, inviting inevitable 
backfilling. 
It seeks to create an unsustainable 
enclave of 19 houses serving a 
community that already has 814 

dwellings recently occupied or being 
built out. 
The National Planning Policy 
Framework has it that Planning 
decisions should play an active role 
in guiding development towards 
sustainable solutions, taking local 
circumstances into account to reflect the 
character and needs of each area.

EPC asks that Members take our local 
circumstances into account:

o We ask that they agree that 
there is no need in our village 
for these houses  

o We ask that they agree that the 
proposals pose a significant 

threat to the character of our 
village at a key entry point

o We ask that they take note of 
the agencies arguing that the 
result would be  unsustainable 

We ask that the Application be refused.

The Development 
Control 
Committee 
which met on 
3rd of August 
noted these 
and other 
points made 
and unanimously 
refused Permission.

Your Councillors are 
David Barker 
Linden Croft 
Hawk End Lane
ELMSWELL    IP30 9ED

01359
241135

david@linden-croft.co.uk Vice chairman of Council
Planning Committee 
Complaints Committee

David Brown
16 Whatley Close
ELMSWELL    IP30 9GJ

07803
263454

davidedward.brown@outlook.com Planning Committee 
Complaints Committee

Dick Burch 
14 Wetherden Road
ELMSWELL    IP30 9DF

01359 
240105

clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk Poor’s Land Charity 
Blackbourne & Wesley 
Management Association Planning 
Committee 
Complaints Committee

Peter Edmonds
Little Acre
Ashfield Road
ELMSWELL     IP30 9HJ

01359
241640

07860
395720

edmondspeterj@gmail.com Planning Committee 
Complaints Committee

Peter Hancock
Jubilee End 
17A Jubilee Terrace 
ELMSWELL  IP30 9 DH

07483 
850965

prjhancock24@btinternet.com Footpath Officer
Blackbourne & Wesley 
Management Association
Elmswell Amenities Association 
Planning Committee 
Complaints Committee

David Hawes
Dunelm
Cooks Road
ELMSWELL      IP30 9BX

01359
240249

davidandanna70@yahoo.co.uk Planning Committee 

Sarah Mansel 
Ashcroft House 
Ashfield Road  
ELMSWELL    IP30 9HJ

07860 
829517

sarah.mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group 
Planning Committee 
Complaints Committee 
Also serves as Ward Member on 
Mid Suffolk District Council

Fred Pallett 
Maple Cottage
Warren lane
ELMSWELL      IP30 9DT 

01359 
408232 
 
07771 
962441

fjp@oilgasassociates.com Chairman of Council
Poor’s Land Charity 
Planning Committee 
Complaints Committee

Sue Roots 
7 Warren Close 
ELMSWELL       IP30 9DS

01359 
240164

sue2955@hotmail.co.uk Planning Committee 
Complaints Committee 
Newsletter Report Editorial Board

Mike Schofield
Minerva
Fairmead
ELMSWELL   IP30 9HT

01359
241430

mhaksch@gmail.com Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group  

Philip Shaw 
East View 
Ashfield Road
ELMSWELL   IP30 9HG 

01359 
241192

philipjshaw@btinternet.com Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group 
Safeguarding Lead
Blackbourne & Wesley 
Management Association Planning 
Committee 
Complaints Committee



 VILLAGE INDEX
Useful contacts for community groups & others…feedback is essential.  
Do be in touch to correct or add details or to suggest someone else deserving of listing.

Enquiries on any Parish Council matter are invited to the Clerk, Peter Dow, at The Council Office, 
Blackbourne, Blackbourne Road, IP30 9UH – right next to the car park and with wheelchair 

access.  Staffed Mondays & Wednesdays 9.00am – 4pm, Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am – 12 noon 
and at other times by arrangement. clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk   Tel. 244134

IF YOU ARE NOT HAPPY THAT YOUR DETAILS APPEAR HERE,  
PLEASE DO BE IN TOUCH VIA eaa @elmswell.org.uk

Amenities Association Jean Barker (Sec) eaa@elmswell.org.uk 241135

Art Club John Welford welford955@btinternet.com 240166

Baby & Toddler Group Donna Hughes elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com

Baptists Dave Hollings davehollings@btinternet.com 241323

BATS (Badminton & Table Tennis) Simon Theaker simon@coakleyandtheaker.co.uk

Beavers Ruth Salmon ruthcourt4@hotmail.co.uk

BWMA Peter Edmonds (Sec) edmondspeterj@gmail.com 241640

Blackbourne – all enquiries Parish Council office clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Brownies & Rainbows Gemma Sutton elmswellbrownies@hotmail.com

CAB advice@midsuffolkcab.org.uk 01449 676060

Carpet Bowls Club Frank Boxall jf.boxall@btinternet.com

Christians Together in Elmswell Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com

Community Speed Watch Marie Spampanato mariespampanato@hotmail.co.uk 07769 715209

Companions Linda Waspe linda@labbott.plus.com

County Councillor Cllr Andy Mellen Andy.Mellen@ suffolk.gov.uk

Cricket Club Eileen Brooks (Sec.) elmswellcricketclub@gmail.com

Cubs Ben Savill hovells23@hotmail.co.uk

District Councillor Sarah Mansell Sarah.Mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk 07860 829517

District Councillor Helen Geake Helen.geake@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Elmswheelians Trevor Sadler trevor.sadler@dsl.pipex.com 240908

Elmswild Mary Feeney info@elmswild.org.uk 241901

Exchange afternoon WI Maureen Davis modavis6@gmail.com

Exchange Club Carol Blissett carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk

First Responders Merv merv.smith@tiscali.co.uk 07909 006 496

Football Chris Edmonds       edddd101@gmail.com

Fox Bowls Team bowls at Blackbourne Barry Hayward barryhayward1902@gmail.com 240951

Friends of St Johns Jean Folkard derekrf2@gmail.com 242099

Gardening Club Nick Chamberlin npch@btinternet.com 242601

Guides Tammy elmswellguides@outlook.com

Health Centre - Woolpit 240298

History Group Stella Chamberlin stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk

Ladies Voices (Choir) Anna Wilton Mills annawm63@gmail.com

Library Miles Row - Manager Elmswell.Library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 240974

Little Elms Melanie Garner info@littleelms.co.uk 240491

Newsletter Editorial office eaa@elmswell.org.uk 244134

Over 55’s Club Diann Armstrong Mayfield,  Wetherden Road 241002

Parish Council Parish Clerk clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Police Emergencies 999

Police; non-emergencies Mid Suffolk South SNT headquarters@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 101

Poor’s Land Charity Peter Goodridge elmswellrector@gmail.com 240512

Power cuts Powwercut105.com 105

Rainbows Jen & Lizzie elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com

School Mrs Ash admin@elmswell.suffolk.sch.uk 240261

Scouts Paula Hollings ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk 07828 562485

St John’s Church Peter Goodridge elmswellrector@gmail.com 240512

Sewing Bee Isabel Burgess isabel.burgess@live.com

Village Tree Warden c/o Parish Clerk clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

Wesley – all enquiries Parish Council office clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk 244134

WI - evening Margaret Stevens stevensmarg@tiscali.co.uk 408452

Youth Football Chris Smyth smyth98@hotmail.com 07717 841 591

Last update 28.05.2021



What’s On in Elmswell ?
To be included in our events diary make sure you send separate notification of your announcement.

For a full year’s calendar of what’s booked at Blackbourne, please go to the Parish Council website at  
www.elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk - it might help you in planning dates for your events.

For the next 3 months we need copy by:   September 27th, October 25th, November 22nd.

Contact us on 01359 244 134 for all Amenities Association business, Newsletter and adverts.  

Our new email address is EAA@elmswell.org.uk Your editors: Jean Barker, Maggie Bushell, Peter Dow
Published on the first Friday  of every month by the Elmswell Amenities Association
Reg. Charity No. 304879. 2,000+ copies delivered free to households and to businesses in the community. A volunteer enterprise entirely supported by advertising.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

STOP PRESS Back in action at both Blackbourne & Wesley and hoping to stay that way, we have:
KARATE with Lewis - Tuesday 4.30 – 5.45 / Friday 5.00 – 7.00 info@greatheadma.com 
JAPANESE JUJUTSU / SELF DEFENCE – Monday & Wednesday 6.30 – 8.30 ryoishintowaryuheiho@gmail.com tel. 07711 680262
BABY & TODDLER GROUP - Monday mornings elmswellbtgroup@gmail.com
BATS- badminton / table tennis / pool at Blackbourne Friday nights 7 – 9.30 simon@coakleyandtheaker.co.uk 
BOWLS - barryhayward1902@gmail.com  tel. 240951
GUIDES - Monday evenings 5.00 – 8.30 elmswellguides@outlook.com
FOOTBALL - shaun.pratt@btinternet.com  07494 864231
RAINBOWS - elmswellrainbows@yahoo.com
JUNIOR FOOTBALL - smyth98@hotmail.com  07717 841591
CUBS Tuesdays 6.15 – 7.30 - claremariekeefe@gmail.com
BEAVERS /SCOUTS - Wednesday 5.45 – 9.15 ddc.paula@stowmarketscouts.org.uk
OVER 55’S - every other Thursday 6.30 – 10.30 Diann Armstrong tel. 241002
CIRCLE DANCING - Thursdays 1.45 – 3.15   jenlarner@gmail.com
TREFOIL GUILD - 1st Tuesday monthly   lesley.grout@btinternet.com
MARDLE QUILTERS - last Friday monthly  carpajak@aol.com
MOO MUSIC - Fridays 12.45 – 3.15 bury@moo-music.co.uk
WI – evening  at Wesley 2nd Tuesday monthly 7.30pm Terry Byford  bbazby@aol.com
WI – afternoon  at Wesley 1st Wednesday monthly    Carol Blissett   carolblissett@hotmail.co.uk
ART CLUB at Wesley every Tuesday 9.00 – 12,00 John Welford  welford955@btinternet.com
HISTORY GROUP at Wesley 2nd Thursday monthly 7.30  stellachamberlin@yahoo.co.uk
GARDEN CLUB  at Wesley 3rd Tuesday monthly 7.30 elmswellgardenclub@gmail.com
CARPET BOWLS – Wednesday 7.pm at Wesley – jf.boxall@btinternet.com
COMPANIONS – every other Friday 10 – 12 at Wesley -  linda@abbott.plus.com
PILATES – Monday & Friday mornings – suzanne@triformpilates.co.uk
BINGO – Blackbourne, last Friday monthly doors open 6.30...eyes-down 7.30
If we’ve missed you out, do let us know...all enquiries to Ann at the Council Office  Tel. 244134  Email   clerk@elmswell.suffolk.gov.uk

September 2022 
1 Over 55’s Club Wesley Ukulele Band Open 

Evening 
8 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP, 7.30pm; in 

Wesley Chapel. Speaker Don Hill:History of 
Caister Lifeboat, since 1791.  
*Annual Subs Due* 

8 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

12 10.30am Ladies Friendship Group - A visit to 
The Hut at Felixstowe inc Fish & Chip lunch - 
men welcome as well 

13 Elmswell WI, 7.30pm at the Wesley. Secrets 
of stained glass, Michelle Russell.

15 Over 55’s Club Harvest Supper followed by 
Bingo.

29 Over 55’s Club  Susan Jayne entertains   
OPEN EVENING

October 2022
3 2pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 

Baptist Church - Floristry demonstration by 
Tracey Ball 

11 Elmswell WI, 7.30pm at the Wesley. B&B to 
B and bondage, Sue Dawson

12 Over 55’s club Visit to the Hut (Fish & Chips) 
note this is on Wednesday 

13 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP, 7.30pm;                
in Wesley Chapel. Speaker Barbara McElroy:                                         
A Suffolk ‘Bevin Boy’, 1943-48

20 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

27 Over 55’s Club Music by Country Holic       
Open evening

November 2022
7 2pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 

Baptist Church - Candle Arrangements and 
Table Decorations 

8 Elmswell WI, 7.30pm at the Wesley. Natural 
Dyes, the dye process with Edwina

10 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP, 7.30pm; 
in Wesley Chapel.  Speaker Nick Amor:                                  
Keeping the Peace in Medieval Suffolk  

10 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday  

10 Over 55’s Club Hot Dogs Followed by Bingo
24 Over 55’s Club Entertainment by Jubilee 

Singers Open evening

December 2022
5 7pm Ladies Friendship Group at Elmswell 

Baptist Church - Nosh & Natter with 
entertainment by The Wesley Ukulele Band - 
men welcome as well

8 ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP, 7.30pm;               
in Wesley Chapel.  Hexachordia:  “In 
Fields of Frost & Snow”           – live music 
presentation of mirth and merriment for the 
Festive Season in 16th & 17th Centuries.    

8 Food ‹n› Friends at Elmswell Baptist Church 
midday

8 Over 55’s club Xmas Bingo 
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