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New and improved recycling centre to open next month
A new and improved recycling centre will open in Bury St Edmunds at the end of
November.
The flagship site in Fornham Road will replace the current recycling centre at Rougham Hill,
Bury St Edmunds, which will close its doors permanently.
Opening soon, this will be the first open air site in Suffolk where all containers can be
accessed by the public from ground level, removing the need for steps. Visitors will be able
to recycle the same wide range of materials currently available at the Rougham Hill
Recycling Centre.
A charity Reuse shop, which will take materials suitable for reuse from our recycling centres,
will also be opening on site towards the end of the year.
It is purpose-built to enable residents to recycle and reuse their rubbish safely and efficiently
and as all the containers are now on one level, there are no steps to contend with. It is also a
safer site with lorries emptying containers in a totally separate area. Suffolk’s Recycling
Centres are operated by FCC Environment on behalf of Suffolk County Council. All the staff
from Rougham Hill will be transferred to the new site.
Once the Rougham Hill recycling site is closed, all site users should take their waste to the
new Fornham Road site. No waste or recycling can be left by the gates or in the vicinity of
the old site. This will be classed as fly-tipping, which is a criminal offence and is liable to
prosecution.
For more information on the new Recycling Centre at Fornham Road and on fly-tipping
please visit www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk

New and improved Public Right of Way set for
reconstruction
On 16 October it was announced that Suffolk Highways will begin work on
reconstructing the bridleway at Rougham Road in Bury St Edmunds, utilising
recycled materials in the construction.
The improvement works will continue for seven weeks. During this time, access
through the Public Right of Way bridleway will be maintained by the Suffolk
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Highways workforce. However, from 25 November, for two weeks, a full closure will
be required.
The project will cost approximately £150k to construct and will provide a traffic-free
route between south east Bury St Edmunds and Suffolk Park avoiding junction 44.
The new bridleway will also link through to Sustrans National Cycle Route 13,
providing access into the Moreton Hall estate, Suffolk business parks and the new
Rougham Tower Avenue and Sybil Andrews Academy.
The route is a continuation of Rougham Road, providing a route beyond the lorry
park on the old road surface running parallel to the A14.
As part of the improvement works, Suffolk Highways will be trialling solar powered
lighting. Much like road studs, these units will provide a delineation of the route to
assist users along the bridleway.
The lighting provides low level illumination to guide users, it is not designed to
replace street lighting.

Suffolk County Council leader announces Cabinet
reshuffle
On 15 October, Councillor Matthew Hicks, the Leader of Suffolk County Council, announced
changes to the councillors in his Cabinet. The reshuffle creates closer links between key
policy areas such as the environment and Sizewell C and brings new ideas into the Council’s
Cabinet.
In the reshuffle:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Councillor Mary Evans remains as Deputy Leader and moves into the role of Cabinet
Member for Children’s Services, Education and Skills.
Councillor Gordon Jones moves into the role of Cabinet Member for Finance and
Resources.
Councillor Andrew Reid joins the Cabinet as Cabinet Member for Highways,
Transport and Rural Affairs.
Councillor Richard Smith leaves the Cabinet after four and half years in the role.
Councillor Nick Gowrley takes on additional responsibility for the County Council’s
property portfolio and assets, in addition to his responsibilities as Cabinet Member for
Economic Development, Housing and Enterprise.
Councillor Richard Rout takes on responsibility for the council’s policy on Sizewell C,
in addition and linked to his role as Cabinet Member for Environment and Public
Protection.

Suffolk County Council meeting 17th October
The meeting on 17th October included a number of questions from residents and also a
motion put to the Council about Home-To-School transport. Elmswell and Woolpit are what
is known as ‘split villages’ and I have always been very supportive of exercising common
sense when planning transport provision for the children in such villages. In particular –
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where there are siblings already at the upper school and where all the children in the primary
school ‘expect’ to attend the same upper school.
As I have made my views known in the past it should not have been a great surprise to my
colleagues that I voted with the opposition on this occasion. There will be a cross-party
review – and I hope that it will cover all the issues highlighted by parents and councillors.

Suffolk’s gritting fleet gets personal
On 14 October, SprEd Sheeran, Benjamin Gritten and Grit Rhys Jones joined the ranks of
Suffolk’s gritting service as Suffolk Highways announced its newly named gritting fleet.
During the summer, Suffolk Highways asked attendees at the Suffolk Show to suggest
names for its 41 gritting lorries as part of its first ever Gritter Naming Competition. The
service received over 500 suggestions, the names were then judged by a panel including
Councillor Mary Evans and BBC Radio Suffolk’s Mark Murphy.
Suffolk’s gritters now have their names proudly displayed on the front and side of their cabs
and are ready to grit the roads when the weather gets colder.
SprEd Sheeran will patrol around Framlingham, the town where singer Ed Sheeran is from.
Grit Rhys Jones will be designated to the Shotley patch, on the peninsula where comedian
and actor Griff Rhys Jones has a home. One called Benjamin Gritten will circulate around
the Leiston area in honour of the Lowestoft-born composer Benjamin Britten, who lived in
nearby Aldeburgh.

Image copyright Suffolk Highways Image caption The names will be displayed on the front
and sides the cab of each gritter
Other names include Gritney Spears, Father Gritmas and David Plowie.
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Residents will be able to follow the gritting activity on Twitter t @Suff_Highways during the
season and if they spot one of the newly named gritters in action they can send a picture to
us on Twitter at @Suff_Highways #WinterReady

Braking Point returns to help young adults stay safe on
Suffolk’s roads
The Suffolk Roadsafe board is working with 16 and 17-year-old students to encourage
young people to stay safe on Suffolk’s roads.
The Suffolk Roadsafe board is a partnership between Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Fire
and Rescue Service, the Police and Crime Commissioner, Suffolk Constabulary, Highways
England, and the East of England Ambulance Service.
The Road Safety Team’s Braking Point project relaunched in the week of 7 October and will
be visiting 20 schools across Suffolk to deliver the Braking Point play. The play, delivered by
Performance in Education, is designed to encourage the safe behaviours of both drivers and
passengers.
Once the theatre tour ends, just before the autumn half-term, the Road Safety team will
provide classroom-based follow-up sessions in schools, which will continue to run into 2020.
These sessions are designed to change student behaviour by normalising sensible decision
making on the highway. These interactive sessions have been shown to shift students’
attitudes to road safety and to provide them with more knowledge which they can take
forwards as they become responsible drivers on Suffolk’s roads.
Find out more information about Braking Point on the Suffolk Roadsafe website.

As a matter of interest, there are also courses for other drivers – and a visit to the
website shows the breadth of the courses available – from business drivers through
to older drivers.

Jane Storey
1st November 2019
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